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ProcEEDINGS and DEBATES 
Of the THIRD SESSION of the 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 


OF'THE 


Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain. 


February 26. 
__ HE Houſe in committee on importing lumber, from 


the Baltic. For the reſolutions agreed to wy the com- 
mittee, ſee page 274. 


Adjourned to the 28. 
February 28. 
Private buſineſs, $A4journed. to the 3d of March. 
March 
Bills paſſed. Adjourned to the MY 
March 7. | 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 11th. 
March 11. 


Hon. Temple Luttrell (in conſequence of having given no- Henourabte 
tice ſome days ago) moved to bring in a bill, for manningthe * Tagen 
navy in times of war, &c. 

It is a fundamental maxim, he ſaid, with the excellent 
writer on the ſpirit of 'laws, that when any law is propoſed 
which indicates more good than evil to a ſtate, ſuch law ought 
to be received. The unconſtitutional effects, the oppreſſion, 

and inefficacy of the preſent mode of levying men for the 
navy by an impreſs, are but too ſenſibly felt by the whole 
nation. A valuable ſea-officer [Governor Johnſtone] who 
is a diſtinguiſhed ornament to this legiſlature, and whoſe pri- 
vate and public character do real honour to human nature, 
having formerly treated of the practice of impreſſing, ſays, 
* Tt.difgraces government, ſhocks the ſpirit of our conſtitu- 
| _ Tm VII. 1 tion, 


= tion, and violates the laws of humanity ; therefore every plan 


.. Houſe) ſends me wo 
at Tadcaſter, that the labourers on his eſtate are diſperſed 
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to obviate the evil, has a claim to a patient hearing and can- 
did diſcuſſion.“ That worthy member's remarks muſt, I 
am ſure, ftrike every body, who duly confiders them, as juft 
and forcible, Is it not an abominable fight, in a free country 
like ours, to have a number of ſailors, with fire-arms and 
cutlaſſes, frequently, in the dead of night, ſometimes intox- 
icated with liquor, making their way into the 3 of 
peaceable inhabitants, dragging a ſober, unoffending ſubject 
from his home and ſettled means of livelihood, to convey him 
on board an impreſs dender, from thence to a guard-ſnip, im- 
iſoned amidſt the moral and phyſical contagion of a miſcel- 
anevus, kidnapped crew, to be driven acroſs the ſeas, no mor- 
tal can tell him where, nor for how long a time ; and what 
is ſtill worſe, ſeized by ſurprize, not ſuffered to bid a kind 


' farewel ta his wife and family, nor have thought of their fu- 


ture ſubſiſtence, when deprived of his care; to adopt a new 
way of life, perhaps that for which his limbs and faculties are 
the worſt calculated and faſhioned by his Creator ? And, Sir, 
is if not a ſerious matter of reproach to this wiſe, this Iiberal 
nation, never yet to have provided a remedy for ſuch dread- 
ful and extenſive ſufferings ? What tumults, fear, and confu- 
Ron ariſe in every city, town, and village, within ten or twelve 
miles of a preſs-gang! and what numberleſs inconveniences 
to all conditions of perſons throughou Great Britain ! In 
1770, the Lord Mayor of London repreſented to the board 
of admiralty, that the city of London was ſo infeſted with 
reſs-gangs, that tradeſmen and ſervants were prevented from 
1 their lawful buſineſs. A gentleman in Yorkſhire, 
of rank and veracity, (wha was formerly a member of this 
rd, that ſuch is at this time the ge- 


nekal apprehenſion in that part of England from a preſs-gan 


abroad like a covey of partridges; neither could half of them 
de brought back to their work, till the ſteward had given them 
aſſurance of his maſter's protection; ſtill it ſeems they are 
afraid to return to their own homes at night, and therefore 
conftantly beg leave to ſleep upon ſtraw in the ſtables and out- 
houſes of their landlord. In the weſt of England, the pub- 
lic are now ſo prejudiced by preſs-gangs, that I have read a 
letter from Exeter, dated F ebruary 24, which obſerves, that. 
there had been no fiſh in their town for upwards of a fort- 


Night---a circumſtance ſcarce known within the memory of 
man; and another correipondent of mine paints the miſeries 
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FR. WE EE 4B 3 os i to 
of the neighbouring coaſts, in as ſtrong colours as if there 
were famine, peſtilence, or ſome other awful and almoſt pre- 
ternatural viſitation of Providence---markets deſerted, the 
price of the moſt urgent neceſſaries of life thereby greatly 
enhanced, and numbers of families among the inferior claſſes 
of mankind, from the inſecurity of the maſters of thoſe fa- 
milies, by whoſe toil and induſtry they had long been main- 
tained in comfort, reduced at once to the verge of poverty 
and wretchedneſs ! How ſhamefully has this unconſtitutional 
licence of the impreſs been abuſed at the town of Leiceſter, 
where men, the moſt unfit in every reſpect for the ſea ſervice, 
were kidnapped, collared with tron, and manacled with cords 
or fetters, ſent up to London, in the baſket of the ſtage-coach, 
(as I underſtand) under command of a ſerjeant of militia, 
in violation of the moſt ſacred laws of your conftitution, - 
with an heavy local expence, and to no better end than to 
have them at length put at large, as totally incapable of the er- 
rand they ſet out upon! The animoſities within this very 
metropolis of your empire, on the ſubject of impreſſing men 
for the navy, and the law-ſuits depending thereupon in the 
courts of Weſtminſter-hall, muſt occaſion, as well to govern- 
ment as to people in general, much embarraſſment and appre- 
henſion. fo everal of the ports along the north-eaſt coaſt of 
England, you have actually ſubſiſting, a dangerous commo- 
tion among large bodies of ſea-faring perſons, occaſioned by 
many lawleſs proceedings of the preſs-gang, and every day's 
| brings ſome new detail of innocent lives loſt, or limbs 
roken in that quarter,---Sir, there have been lately no leſs 
than one hundred and twenty men preſſed, without diftinc- 
tion, in or about Bethnal-green and Spital-fields, of which 
between -ſeventy and eighty, after ſuffering every hardſhip, 
and leaving their families diſtreſſed at home, obtained a diſ- 
charge, as of no uſe to the ſervzce.---Having already curſo- 
rily touched on ſome of thè calamities and unconftitutional 
outrages affecting thoſe manufacturers, mechanics, and huſ- 
bandmen, who never exerciſed, nor had in contemplation, the 
trade of a ſeaman, I muſt next take a ſhort view of your 
cruelty towards mariners by profeſſion. They are not uy 
liable to the ſame inhuman Violence and ſurprize with landi- 
men, but when ſeized on board trading veſſels for the pur- 
poſe of ſerving his Majeſty, are often impoſed upon by frau- 
dulent or imperfect bills, on account of wages due to them 
for paſt hire in the trader's employ. The lives of many 
brave officers and their followers have been ſacrificed, or they 
Vor. VII. B have 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 


have come off cruelly manned by this invidious part of their 
duty.*A multitude of ſeamen have been drowned by attempt- 
ing to ſwim aſhore from their ſhips, or have been ſhot by 
the centinels while they endeavoured to eſcape under cover of 
midnight darkneſs ; being driven to phrenzy and deſpair for 
wapteven of a ſhadow of hope, that they might one day or 
other bg entitled to a legal diſcharge. . 
T remember, Sir, one Robert Foſper, a gunner's mate, 
belonging to the Reſolution man of war, who, having been 
forcibly detained in the King's ſervice, without remiſſion, 
et. of ſeventeen years, twice endeavoured to hang him- 
ſelf, was cut down, and cruelly reſtored to the ſame endleſs 
bondage, Many tragical events, ſtill more deciſive than 
this, occur in the private memoirs of your ſeamen. Some 
die through a gradual vexation and deſpondency; while others 
ere they can be ſeized on ſhore, torture and mutilate their 
limbs to incapacitate themſelves for the yoke. | 
What havock is made during an impreſs, by fevers and 
various infectious illneſs ! the captive ſeamen being crammed 
unwholeſomely together, or too long confined on board an im- 
preſs-tender. In-1771, during the heat of an impreſs, the 
number of fick, in Haſlar hoſpital near Goſport, amounted 
at one time, (in the month of March) to 1418. It has been 
obſerved by well- informed authors on maritime cuſtoms and 
policy, that the ill conſequences of a protracted impreſs have 
deſtroyed more Britiſh ſeamen than the firſt two or three 
years hoſtilities of a foreign war; and a very intelligent 
writer, (I think it is Doctor Lynd) calls the guardſhip ſta- 
' "tioned at the Nore, for the reception of impreſſed men, a 
ſeminary of contagion to the whole fleet, by perſons from in- 
fe&ious priſons, and covered with cutaneous or putrid erup- 
In 1790, and beginning of the year 1771, the officer to 
whom I am indebted for the better part of the propoſed plan, 
beheld ſhips from two to three hundred tons burthen deſerted 
at fea, left only to a maſter, and perhaps three or four boys; 
8 to periſn; the lives on board ſported with, 
and property of owners and inſurers in a moſt perilous ſtate. 
Near 400 veſſels were at that period of time, during a warm 
impreſs, in this condition on the open ocean: neither yards 
lowered, nor topmaſts ſtruck ; moſt of them deeply laden, 
and without ſtrength ſufficient to purchaſe or weigh an an- 
chor, owing to a general apprehenſion among the failors of 
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A. 1777. DE F A T N To 
being compelled to go immediately on a foreign voyage, with- 
out reaſonable expectation of ever being releaſed, and feeling 
for that pain and anxiety which they were ſenfible their wives 
and families muſt labour under, on their account, 4] 
There has frequently been 1 by the owners of ſhips 
thus abandoned on the waves, ſo large a ſum as from 25 to 30 
guineas, to ſuperannuated ſea-faring men, to bring the veſſel 
into a place of ſafety, while the project of its does has been 
altogether demoliſned. A — ſerious danger likewiſe ariſes 
to the public, when ſeamen, belonging to ſhips coming home 
from the Levant, and places accuſtomed to the plague, break 
quarantine, and run the riſk of a civil law ſentence, rather 
than be preſſed to ſerve an unlimited time, to be ſent abroad 
again without ſeeing their home, or viſiting their relations, 
and allowed no proſpec̃t of ſome final period to their fervitude: 
never, Sir, to reſt unmoleſted on their native ſoil. An hea- 
vy tax uſually falls on commerce in general, while an impreſs 
rages 3 partly from the exorbitant pay extorted by failors, 
and partly by the detention of fhips, for want of men. Con- 
ſider too' the numerous poor belonging to ſea-faring perfons, 
with which the pariſhes throughout this kingdom are burthen- 
ed, during preſs warrants, or in conſequence of an unlimited 
term of ſervice, Certain I am, that no compulſatory propo- 
ſitions, no encouragement nor lure whatever to ſeamen, no 
encreaſe of bounty - money will avail ſo as to ſupply the num- 


bers neceſſary for war, without a limitation of the ſervitude 


—_— | 

Dnpopular methods, are ever abundantly more tedious 
and more expenfive, than thoſe where the people concur with 
government; and as with men ſerving voluntarily, content- 
ment is a natural conſequetice, ſo from that contentment muſt 


ariſe a zeal and alacrity, which will render fifty men capable 


of performing more real fervice than ſeventy could accom- 
plith, whoſe actuating principles are directly repugnant to 
ſuch ſpirit and energy. While an impreſs is in force, befides 

the high amount of bounties, you are at the charge of em- 
ploy ing from four to five thouſand ſeamen on that duty, which 


together with che guardſhips for receiving preſſed men, the 


tenders, and various out- goings, amounts to ſuch a charge, 
that at a very moderate computation, every impreſſed man 
actually retained for ſervice, coſts the nation thirty pounds 
ſterling, beſides near as many ſeamen as are employed in the 
impreſs, rendered of little uſe on the ſeas, from the neceſhty 
there is of putting ſeveral of thofe who can be nen ins 
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guardſhips, for ſecurity, and ſending others on board merch- 


ant-veſſels, in lieu of impreſſed men. 8 

The impreſs, we know, fails us much in point of number 
as well as of expedition. The French, by means of a ma- 
Tine regiſter, fit out their ſhips of war, to a certain degree of 
ſtrength, perhaps near 40 ſail of the line, far more expeditiouſ- 
ly than we can: this has been proved at the commencement 
of former wars; and hence you muſt have been totally de- 
ſtroyed in the Eaſt-Indies, early in the war, which began in 
1755, were it not for the extraordinary ſkill and exertion of 
your Britiſh ſeamen, and the proweſs of Sir George Pocock, 


who repeatedly engaged the enemy, with a force much infe- 


rior to theirs. en an alarm of war was ſounded through - 
out Great Britain and Ireland in 1770, preſs-warrants were 
iſſued and continued in execution five months: you then 
{wept the refuſe of gaols, and the outcaſts of almoſt every 
town and hamlet, yet you ſcarce increaſed your mariners 
(officers and ſervants excluſive, and without reckoning ma- 
rines) to the additional amount of 8000. For the naval ſer- 


vice of the current year 1777, we have voted 45, ooo, inclu- , 


ding 10,000 marines ; and the beſt parliamentary * authority 
that can be quoted, ſince the weekly accounts have been un- 
warrantably and unprecedently denied to this Houſe, gave us 
to hope, nay, to reft aſſured, that the whole number voted, 
would be raiſed by virtue of theſe preſs-warrants ; adding, 


that 40 fail of the line were to be ready for ſea, and com- 


pletely manned, before the end of February. Sir, thoſe 40 
fail of the line muft 15 A above 24,000 men. We are now 


in the month of March---preſs-warrants in force between 
four and five months---we have about 14,000 men in Great- 


Britain and upon home ſervice---pofhbly as many in North 
America, and 4700 employed in the Mediterranean and Eaſt 
or Weſt-Indies ; in all, from 32,000 to 33,000 men, of which 
near 10, ooo are marines, and more than 7000 officers or ſer- 
vants :---of- the remaining 16,000, we may allow one-third 
or upwards; ſay 5340 to be complete able ſeamen, and ſcarce 
2400 of thoſe are in Great-Britain ; the remainder of the 
yy 4 complements are ordinary ſeamen or landmen---that is, 
in Great-Britain at this day, between 7000 and 800o ſailors 
of the royal navy---officers of all ranks, ſervants, &c. and 
8 /// ccc ß marine- 
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A. 1779. DFB ATE 
marine-ſoldiers excluſive, Such is the fact as to the preſent 
ſtate of your fleet; and it would better become the wiſdom 
of Parliament to remedy the deficiency, than vainly to en- 
deavour to conceal it from the penetrating obſervance of the 
Bourbon courts, and from their agents or emiſſaries. I do 
admit that you have a goodly ſhow of pendants and ſtream- 
ers waving at Spithead ; but, ſo far are they from being for- 
midable, as their appearance beſpeaks, your ſhips hardly ride 
ſecure againſt the equinoctial gales of the preſent ſeaſon ; 
much leſs are they in any condition to put to ſea, and bid 
defiance to an enemy : they may ſerve for a May-day pageant, 
or a pantomime, regatta-like parade, during the ſerene of the 
approaching ſummer. I expect to be told, with an air of 
triumph, that your guardſhips have many ſupernumeraries, 
which, in the uſual acceptation of the term, ſhould mean a 
number of men over and above the ſhip's proper complement; 
but this is a mere ſubterfuge, with many other inſtances of a 
like nature, where art is 7 to miſlead the legiſlature, in- 
ſtead of integrity and candor to inform, We hear of ſuper- 
numeraries, when the men of war which bear them by order, 
actually want ſome hundreds of that complement of ſeamen, 
which would be neceſſary for action. Of the long liſt of 
ſhips of the line commiſfioned, in addition to your former 
peace-eſtabliſhment, is there one manned ? Even the Mo- 
narch, that crack-ſhip of the whole armament, which was ſo 
boaſted of, as being the moſt forward of your ſuppoſed fleet 
of obſervation, how was ſhe fitted at 3 ? Chiefly by 
thoſe riggers, whom the zeal and activity of the commander 
induced him to employ, out of dock hours, at his own private 
charge, to equip her for a Spithead voyage, And how was 
the got thither, when ready? By the ſeamen from other ſhips; 

which ſeamen ſhe was obliged to detain, till ſhe was fafel 
moored ;---the reſt of your new fleet repaired to Spichad, 
in much the ſame, or worſe condition: I believe the St. Al- 
ban's, of 64 guns, was the laſt of them; ſhe failed from 
Portſmouth harbour, Feb. 28, and muſtered about 177, in- 
cluding officers, ſervants, boys, and raggamuffins : for, out 
of that number, ſhe had- only 24 or 25 able ſeamen : yet, 
Sir, if this want of men were to be ſupplied by the affiduity 
or private munificence of the captain who commands her, fure 
I am, from the general character he bears, there could be no 
groves for ſo diſadvantageous an allegation as I am now 
ating. Numbers alone, whatſoever the levies may prove, 
ſeem the primary object with the admiralty, and regulating- 
| © captainsg 
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captains; that an oſtentatious aceount may appear upon 
paper, and a plauſible one be held forth to Parliament, and 
to · the nation; yet, when theſe kidnapped and bludgeoned re- 
eruits are received on board his Majeſty's ſhips, and found not 
to anſwer any good purpoſe, they are quickly diſpatched, as 
fick, to the hotpital, where they are, from time to time, 
examined by certain commanders of the royal navy, who are 
directed by the admiral at the department, to diſcharge all 
ſuch men as may be found unſerviceable. A friend of mine 
was lately witnefs to ſeventy 'of theſe poor wretches being 
turned adrift (as ſailors call it) in one morning. But, Sir, 
the cuſtom of manning your navy, by impreſſing, can aſſume 
no better argument in its juſtification than ſtate neceſſity; a 
tyrant plea, which has done ſuch frequent---fuch unmeaſura- 
ble miſchiefs in the beſt conſtituted governments upon earth. 
Even that plea, weak as it is, with fo arbitrary--ſo lavage 
an application, could only aſſume the colour of reaſon, t 
fome more eligible and effectual expedient were diſcovered. 
I preſume, Sir, I ſhall not hear repeated, within thefe walls, 
a falſe and injurious idea, ſometimes 1gnorantly advanced 
without doors, that compulfion alone can inſure the public 
duties of a ſeaman. The bill IJ am to move leave to bring 
in, wilt afford a competent remedy ; it 1s founded on prin- 
ciples ſtrictly juſt and conſtitutional ; replete with honour and 
ceconomy to the public, and according to the preſent efta- 
bliſhment of your fleet, will ſave the nation a very confi- 
derable ſum annually, as I ſhall undertake to prove at a pro- 
per ſeaſon, for inveſtigating this point. The bill is advan- 
, Eageous to the maſters and owners of merchant-ſhips, as well 
as to all perſons whatever, concerned in commerce; it is high! 
beneficial to the ſailor, by augmenting his wages, limiting his 
time of ſervice, and providing for him under the infirmities 
of age. Your ſeamen will henceforward, if this bill ſhould 
be modelled into an act, be plen in number, more health - 
ful and vigorous, better qualified in their profeſſion, rendered 
comfortable and content; and that valuable body of fubjeRs, 
to whoſe unparalleled addreſs and exploits on the guardian 
element of your empire, the whole Britiſh community owe 
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freedom, ' opulence, and martial renown, be no longer the 
only ſlaves under the ſanction or connivance of law, at 
leaſt on this fide of the Atlantic. e WHITE oh82 8 

The principles and proviſions on which the bill is founded, 
have been thoroughly canvaſſed and approved of, by the moſt 


S.. 2% 6 = = mow + IS ae CCC 


5 3 


* 


I / de wn . o. 


K 


A. 1777. D E N A TI 


reſpectable profeſſional gentlemen---many merchants, pro- 
prietors of trading and coaſting veſſels, and private mari- 
ners; which will be made evident by the original letters and 
teſtimonials I have in my hand; and ſome of which ] ſhall, 
ere I fit down, take the liberty of reading to the Houſe, 
With reſpect to the inventing and arranging this plan, it is 
chiefly the production of a moſt ingenious ſea officer, who 
has had the experience of near 28 years, either in the royal 
navy or merchants employ ; -a love of his profeffion, of his 
country, and ſome heart- felt ſenſibility, for the ſufferings of 
his fellow-ſubje&s, were the motives which firſt induced him 
(near ſeven years ago) to the purſuit of ſo great and defirable 
an object. The conſiderable ſpace of time during which he was 
heretofore employed to raiſe men for the navy, made him an 
eye-witneſs.to thoſe ſcenes of general calamity, and of private 
wrong and hard{hip which ſhocked his nature ; he therefore 
has ſedulouſly devoted his talents, ever ſince the year 1770, to 
prepare and accompliſh this public-ſpirited taſk : his conſtitu- 
tion and his circumftances have been much unpaired by 
the journies he has made to ſeveral ports in this king- 
dom, with a view to aſcertain the intereſts and opinions 
of navy people univerſally ; beſides the coſt of a voluminous 
correſpondence by letter, on the ſubje& ; and, Sir, whatever 
may be the fate of this bill, ſufficient praiſe can ſcarce be 
given to his zeal, and uſeful tables of calculation, or to the 
diffidence, patience, and perſevering temper of mind, with 
which he has (under much diſcouragement) ſubmitted to va- 
rious ſtrictures and additions to his work, and by which he 


has profited, ſo as to bring it to a perfection beyond his moſt 


ſanguine hopes, when he firſt began the buſineſs; yet, how- 
ever confident he, or I, may feel ourſelves, from the encomi- 
ums that have been beſtowed upon it, in its preſent improved 
ſtate, by the moſt intelligent authorities, we are ftill aware, 
that ſome particular articles contained in this bill may, in 
the penetration of Parliament, be found to want amendment, 
on acloſe diſcuſſion, when it comes before a committee of the 
Houſe : preſuming only on the propriety and urgent expedi- 
ency of its principles and general deſigns, we ſhall chearfully 
ſubmit its minuter form and correction to the judgment of 
the legiſlature ; but however, Sir, when, we are to debate it 
clauſe after clauſe, I have the vanity to flatter myſelf, from 
the mature conſideration that has been given to every material 
part, I ſhall be able to obviate many an apparent obſtacle, 
which naturally may ariſe to very diſeerning — 
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at firſt fight. Reaſon, juſtice, the good of the nation, the 
voice and wiſhes of all deſcriptions of perſons throughout theſe 
kingdoms, plead loudly in favour of ſuch a bill; and, T hope 
no partial enmity or jealouſy, no party ſpleen, no official re- 
ciſhon or diminution of perquiſites at any board, * will raiſe 
up enemies for its deſtruction. I believe there is not an inde- 
ndent gentleman here, but who feels a ſtrong repugnance 
in his breaſt and conſcience, to the iniquitous unconſtitutio- 
nal mode of preffing, now in uſe, and perceives the immediate 
jeopardy in N inferior manufacturers, artiſans, and 
Laden, ſtand in every part of the realm. Theſe con- 
fiderations, I truſt, Sir, will tend to accelerate a remedy. 
At preſent there will be no occafion for me to enter further on 
the principles of the bill at large, nor its conſtituent ſections, 
than to produce proofs of the very favourable opinions by 
which it is upheld without theſe doors, by the moſt eminent 
commercial and profeſſional characters, and, to evince the 
| ſenſe which the common failors, as well in his Majeſty's fleet, 
as in the merchants ſervice, have of its utility and ſalutary 
operations, if carried into a law. When I conſider, Sir, the 
t loſs we have of late unhappily ſuſtained of our moſt 
ouriſhing marine nurſeries - of that continual influx of ſea- 
men, from the population and extenſive commerce of the 
North American colonies; when I conſider too, this ſame 
important addition to our former power, thrown henceforward 
into the adverſe ſcale, of whatever potentate ſhall (juſtly or 


unjuſtly) firſt wage war againſt us, I cannot but be convinced 


that our ſalvation, as a people, depends upon ſome ſpeedy, 
uneſſayed, and . of * gee: 4 
equipments, and rendering them truly formidable, by giving 
due encouragement to able marines, and inducing the lower 
orders of the commonalty, to train up their children in a pro- 
feſhon which conſtitutes the only natural, the only ſtrong 
N of defence to our liberties, our wealth, and our 
ory. 
„ Aker Mr. Luttrell had delivered his ſentiments as above, 
he read the n profeſſional and commercial teſtimo- 
nials, in favour of Mr. Tomlinſon's plan, the great outlines 
of which, are the foundation of Mr. Luttrell's bill. The 
firſt paper produced was an extract of a letter to Lieutenant 
„ | Tomlinſon. 
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of your laborious work, but frequently diſcourſe on the ſubject, 
with thoſe that may be of uſe to you; and we agreed, that 
adminiſtration would be driven to the neceſſity of adopting 
your plan, much ſooner than you may perhaps imagine; for 
the great difficulty of getting ſeamen, to embark with us at 
preſent, too plainly ſhews the nakedneſs of the land, as well 
as the nakedneſs of all arguments uſed to prevent this country 
benefiting by your great and good work. The times at pre- 
ſent appear to me ſo wild, it will be abſolutely neceſſary to 
call upon you. The nobleman, [Lord Sandwich] may regi- 
ſter, review, and muſter the ſeamen, if he pleaſes, when all 
the world is aſleep; but now I am ſure he will review a choice 
of difficulties in manning the fleet, by the uſual mode.” 
Mr. Luttrell then ſaid he would take the liberty of men- 
tioning what was written to Mr. Tomlinſon, reſpecting the 
principles of his plan, by a flag-officer of the moſt exalted 
naval character, now employed on a very important command 
abroad [Lord Howe]; and as it ſhews the humanity and be- 
nevolence of that noble Lord's heart, to be equal to the in- 
trepidity of it, he conceived that the availing himſelf of fo 
favourable an authority, during his abſence, could not poſſi- 
bly give offence : ©* It was my ignorance of your addreſs, 
nat made me thus late in acknowledging the receipt of your 
favour of the zoth paſt, encloſed with your ingenious plan, 
for manning of the navy in time of war, without recourſe 
o the uſual method of impreſſing; ever no leſs painful to the 
officer executing the injunction, than ſevere upon the unfor- 
unate ſailor, who is to be forced into the ſervice,” . It would 
be needleſs (Mr. Luttrell added) to detain the Houſe with a 
urther correſpondence of this kind ; though he had ſeveral 
ore letters in his hand, couched in the ſtrongeſt terms of ap- 
| drobation on Mr. Tomlinſon's undertaking, from many other 
, experienced officers, particularly one from a captain in his 
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\Tomlinſog; from an officer, who, (as Mr. Luttrell tated ity *% 


aroſe to me in the courſe of reading it; but by the anſwers 


With general approbation.“ 
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Majeſty's navy, (now in commiſſion), who having ſeen a 
great variety of ſervice in the navy, and many years 'com- 
manded merchant ſhips, had often declared it his fixed opi- 

nion, that it would be impracticable to man the fleet, with- 
out an impreſs; but upon reading Lieutenant Tomlinſon's 
propoſitions, gave up that opinion, and acknowledged that it 
would be both practicable and eaſy, and muſt prove replete 
wit advantages, as well to the royal navy, as to the merchants 
ſervice. The following are the commercial teſtimonials. 
Mr. Richard Maitland, lately a very confiderable merchant 
in London, gave his opinion to a noble Lord, | Earl of Dart- 
mouth, when firſt Lord of trade and plantations |] on the ſaid 
plan, in the following words: I cannot find out any ob- 
jection which the merchants can poſſibly have to an act of par- 
liament being founded on the principles of Lieut, Tomlin- 
ſon's plan; Be, in my opinion, it 1s calculated to promote 
the intereſts of trade and commerce, ſo very far beyond any 
thing of the kind, which I ever ſaw or heard of (though I 
have been conſulted upon many ſchemes, written with a view 
to the ſame end) thay 1 ſuppoſe the merchantile people in ge- 
neral, would be much favoured by ſuch an act being paſſed, 
T acknowledge myſelf to be pretty well acquainted with the 
outlines of the naval ſervice, therefore foveral objections 


to the objections ſtated in that plan, all my 1 were 
fully and ſatisfactorily anſwered in every reſpect, not ſuper- 
ficially, but ſolidly and minutely. Finally, the diſtreſſes which 
Mr. Tomlinſon has deſcribed trade and ſhipping to labour 
under, in times of impreſſing, are not aggravated, but ſtrict- 
ly true.” Several intelligent perſons, well acquainted with 
e coal trade, concerned. in ſhipping, and many years at 
ſea, as maſters and owners of ſhips, belonging to Sunderland 
and Shields, wrote Mr. Tomlinſon the following letters: 
iſt Letter, I have taken all poſſible pains to get you 
plans diſperſed from one to another, as faft as they could read 
them; and have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that they mee 


_ 2d Letter---* When I got home I made your plan for man 
ning of the navy, as public as poſſible, at Shields and in it 
neighbourhood, and very opportunely received the addition: 
5 you ſent me; and before I failed again J had the ſatis 
faction of knowing that they had been read by almoſt all thi 
owners and maſters of ſhips, who are fuppoſed capable e 
forming a proper judgment thereon, and have the pleaſu 
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at Shields.” 


rience at ſea. | | 

' 1ſt Letter I laid your improved plan before a very re- 
ſpectable meeting, at our committee- room, about a week 
— when it met with the approbation of all preſent. In 
the number of theſe was C. B. who told me he thought the 
plan, fince the alterations, ſo perfect, that he would not only 
ſign it himſelf, but uſe every means in his power to promote 

3 WJ its ſucceſs. He has fince informed me, that he ſpoke with 
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------ (our high ſheriff) on the ſubject, who ſo highly ap- 


2 proved your plan, that he promiſed to write in its favour to 
\. Peveral members in parliament, as our county and city mem= 
te bers, and to Sir W. M. &c. I hope to meet with the concur- 


. rence of moſt of our magiſtrates ; and the little influence I 
4 have, ſhall be exerted in favour of a plan, as worthy of pu- 
blic encouragement and patronage, as it is promotive of pu- 
| blic good.” | ; 
4 . 2d Letter---* Since my laſt, the ſailors were deſired to at- 
he end at the Long Room in this town (Sunderland;) a great 
number accordingly came, when your plan was propoſed to 
them. They ſeemed very ſenſible of the many advantages 
which would accrue to them, ſhould it be carried into execu- 
tion, and ſeveral warmly expreſſed their approbation of it, but 
ch were unwilling to ſign their names, leſt ſome ſecret defign 
ſhould be in agitation againſt them ; and being apprehenſive, 
from its being propoſed to them, at the preſent juncture, that 
1 it is only a temporary expedient, to man the ſhips going to 
America,” . 


ſhip-owners, &c. of this place [Sunderland | ; your plan is 
alſo univerſally approved of at Shields.” | 
The following is a copy of what was ſigned at Sunderland, 


whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, who are at preſent, or 
have been, many years, owners and maſters of ſhips in the coal 
trade, and in various other trades, having read and conſidered 
a plan for manning of the royal navy, in caſe of emergency, 
without having recourſe to the uſual. mode of impreſſing the 
ſeamen, by Lieutenant Tomlinſon ; we are of opinion, that 
the ſaid plan is calculated to anſwer the intereſts of trade in 
general, and of the coal-trade in particular, ſo eſſentially, 


The three following letters are from a gentleman of the 
committee of trade, at Sunderland, who has had much expe- 


3d Letter---< I have ſent your paper fully ſigned, by the 


by 163 of the moſt intelligent perſons in that town: We 


1 that 


to aſſure you, that your plan meets with general approbation 1 7 
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2 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1194, 
that it Ras our fincere good wiſhes for its ſucceſs in Parliament; 
and we do ſuppoſe, from our own experience, that it of- 
fers ſuch encouragement for ſeamen, as will induce them to 
ſerve in his Majeſty's navy voluntarily, and with chearfulneſs 
and alacrity, when the ſafety of the kingdom, or the honour 
& tlie crown ſhall require their ſervices. And in the fulleſt 
- confiderice of the great utility of the ſaid plan, we have here- 
unto ſet our hands under a common ſeal, this 14th day of Ja- 
TS c To LETS 
A writing exactly ſimilar to the above, has been figned by 
flear 100 owners and maſters of ſhips, belonging to Shie 
and Newcaſtle, beſides the above number of 163 belonging 
to Sunderland. A gentleman of Neweaftle, who has lately 
written an ingenious commercial eſſay, ſays, A nation 
Poſſeffed of numerous ſeamen, one would ſuppoſe, could ſel- 
dom be in want of them to man its navy. Yet we find, that 
in England, we are generally obliged to have recourſe to the 
_ arbitrary and expenſive method of impreſſing. The chief 
| Probable: cauſes, why men do not enter, are the uncertainty 
when, if ever, they may be N N ; and the knowledge 
of the great increaſe of wages in the merchant ſervice, al- 
ways conſequent on the breaking out of a preſs, and during. 
the want of men for the navy. Theſe cauſes Lieutenant Tom- 
Hinſon, in his excellent plan (which it is ſuppoſed will ſhortly 
come under the confideration of the legiſlature) has greatly 
 obviated.”” 7 * 
A worthy alderman of Liverpool, who bears the character 
in that borough, of being the principal promoter of all the 
late improvements in the navigation there, after deliberately 
confidering Mr. Tomlinſon's original plan, wrote to him as 
follows: I have heard and read many ſchemes to prevent 
imprefling, and I acknowledge your ſcheme to ftrike the near- 
Et to the mark, of any thing I ever met with, eſpecially that 
main inducement, of ſeamen not being liable to ſerve again, 
after three years ſervice ; this I communicated to a Sunder- 
land feaman, who is a harpooner in a Greenland ſhip, belong- 
ing to me, when he bluntly anſwered ; © Maſter, if ſeamen 
were to be ſet at liberty, after ſerving three years, the navy 
would never want men.” The alderman after that ſays, 
« had fo great an opportunity of ſeeing the diſmal effe&s 
of imprefling at this port, during the time of eight regulating 
-captains, that I am affured the impreſſed men here, who were 
delivered to the guardſhipe, lay in forty pounds a man, great 
numbers making their eſcape, even whole tenders crews; and 
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many merchants. veſſels, with their cargoes, were loft, by the 
feamen quitting their veſſels, My ſpirits fink at the thoughts 
of it, and no perſon can more deny wiſh for 'a ſcheme to 
be found to prevent the calamities which attend impreſſing; 
and though (ſpeaking only for myſelf,) I would rather have 
trade ſuffer for a time, than government ſhould be in danger, 
through want of ſeamen ; = every thing in reaſon, ſhould 
give way to ee the calamities above deſcribed.” | 
And in juſtice to the ſaid alderman's attention, to perfect 
a ſcheme of this ſort, he made ſeven objections to certain clau- 
ſes in Mr. Tomlinſon's firſt plan, and nearly the ſame having 
been made alſo, from ſome other ſea-ports, they were all ob- 
viated in a reviſed edition; therefore Mr. Luttiell did not 
tion thoſe objections. Mr. Luttrell then acquainted the 
ouſe, that as the authenticity of ſo material a parchment as 
he would next produce, was neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed on the 
beſt grounds, he had defired a perſon to attend, who, from 
his own knowledge, would confirm the voluntary and uninflu- 
enced motives, which occaſioned the fignature of no lefs than 
$13 ſeamen, at one houſe, in favour of the principles where- 
on the bill is founded. | . | | 
He 22 obſerved, that names were not obtained 
to the ſame parchment, in a manner uſual with miniſterial 
addreſſes; theſe men having their own happineſs and advan- 
tages immediately at ftake, would not eaſily be brought to 
fign any thing repugnant to thoſe objects. 
| Mr. Hance Newtam, the witneſs at the door, and whoſe 
character was ſo well eſtabliſhed, by a moſt reſpectable juſtice 
of the peace, in the neighbourhood, (whoſe letters Mr. Lutt- 
rell produced,) would convince Parliament, that theſe ſea- 
men had not been wrought upon, by money, liquor, or an) 
undue influence, but from their own feelings, and a real ſenſe 
of what tended to their own intereſt, as well as that of their 
country. And the faid evidence could farther prove, that 
many thouſand more ſeamen would have ſigned, but from an 
4 that the bill would miſcarry, and that then their 
natures might enſnare them to ſerve under the preſent coer- 
cion and hardſhips. - FRE. 1 en n 
Another important fact, that witneſs would likewife, have 
eſtabliſhed, that, there are ſome thouſands of ſeamen, in 
the interior parts of the northern counties, who would moſt 
chearfully, and inftantly, - have entered upon the conditions of 
the plan on which the bill is founded. Mr. Luttrell was like - 
wiſe inclined to call witneſſes to the bar of the Houſe, * 
15 co 
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--could have ſpoken to the following fact, which muſt have 
ſomewhat diſconcerted thoſe members, who confidently aſſu- 
red Parliament, that ſeamen were at liberty to chuſe their 

own ſhips, and had little reaſon to complain of their ſervi- 

_ rade. | | | 1 

Several of the crew of the Glaſgow man of war, after 

having been five years in America, and ſtood an engagement 

| with commodore Hopkins, which was here dilated into a ſignal 
A triumph, notwithſtanding their dutiful petition to return in 
| the ſame ſhip, and under thoſe officers to whom they were at- 
tached by their common dangers and victories, or elſe to be 
allowed to enter on board ſome one of the ſhips (not half 
manned) in Plymouth harbour, and deſtined for a foreign 
ſtation, ere cruelly forced, without once ſetting foot on ſhore, 

to return again acroſs the Atlantic, in a foundering tranſport, 

the moſt ignominious ſervice imaginable, to ſeamen of their 
deſcription, with unknown officers, double duty, and a pro- 

ſpect of American captivity, The company of another man 

of war, which a few months ſince returned from a foreign 
voyage, and was diſmantled at Deptford, after being abroad 

five years, only ſolicited two years pay, and a month's leave, 

© "to viſit their friends after ſo long an abſence ; and, by way of 
" affurance to the admiralty, that they would return to what- 
ever ſhip they ſhould be ordered, after the expiration of that 
month, they would leave three years pay in the hands of go- 
vernment; but, aſtoniſhing cruelty ! they were denied this 
reaſonable, this needful requeſt, and a tender was ſent along- 

fide the ſhip, when they were all taken out of her, and put 

on board the Prince George of ninety guns, to take the 
chance of ſuch ſervice as ſhe might be ordered upon. How- 
ever,. the miniſterial fide of the Houſe, now being extreme- 

Iy clamorous for the queſtion, and the ſpeaker teeming to 
wave the neceflity of calling in ſuch evidence to the bar, Mr. 
Luttrell concluded with the following motion, that Leave 

de given to bring in a bill for the more eaſy and effectual man- 
ning of the royal navy, in times of war, and for giving en- 
agement to ſeamen and ſeafaring perſons, to enter vo- 

| luntarily into his Majeſty's ſervice, &c. &c.” SECS 
Sir Bu Sir Edward Aſiley ſeconded the motion, and pointed out 
Au, the cruelty of impreſſing ſeamen, from their wives and fami- 
lies, and after long voyages made to the Weſt Indies. He 
faid, it was a moſt cruel, oppreſſive, and barbarous practice; 
and if at all legal, could be juſtified only on the ground of 


neceſſity. That it was a duty incumbent on the legiſlature, to 
ws deviſe 
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- deviſe ſome means to render ſuch a cuſtom unneceſſary, He 


called on every fide of the Houſe for their aſſiſtance, and hop- 
ed, that all party or perſonal diſtinctions would, in the preſent 
inſtance, give way to what ſhould be the ruling principle in 
that Houle, the public good, Was the preſent mode of 1m- 
prefling oppreſſive ? Did it fall ſhort of the exigences of the 
ſtate ? Was it productive of private ill, and public miſchief? 
If ſo, then how was it poffible that a ſecond opinion could 
prevail within thoſe walls? The principle on which the mo- 
tion was taken up, was clearly incontrovertible ; the means of 
redreſs remained only to be conſidered. Such being the grounds 


of the preſent motion, he hoped every gentleman who had 


turned his thoughts to the ſubje&, would deliver his ſenti- 
ments freely ; and that, from the whole, ſomething would be 
wrought up, that might be the means of putting a ſtop to the 
evils daily felt by the moſt meritorious body of men in this 
country, and of removing thoſe well-founded terrors, which 
hang ſuſpended over the head of every mania the kingdom, who 
ever had the misfortune to have been at ſea. The preſent 
plan, was the ingenious invention of a Lieutenant Tomlinſon, 
It might be capable of great improvement, The Houſe might 
think proper to reje& or adopt in part, or the whole. They 
were not previouily bound to adhere to any particular mode 
of remedying the grievance; to remove it, was their ſole 
object; the manner of doing it, was of no conſequence, 


— 
* p 


Mr. Buller replied to the facts ſtated by Mr. Luttrell, Mr, Buller, 


contradifted many of them, and controverted the greater 
park of the deductions drawn from them. Mr, Luttrell 
aving aſked, if any one ſhip of war, fitted out ſince the 
preſs-warrants were iſſued, had its full complement of men on 
board? Mr. Buller replied in the affirmative, and aſſerted 
8 that by the lateſt accounts, every ſhip commiſhoned 
ince the impreſs had their complements nearly full. 
Mr, Luttrell returned to his j 
ready to give up the point, if Mr. Buller, or any other com- 
miſhoner at that board, would riſe and ſpecify a ſingle ſhip 
which had, by the laſt returns, received at the admiralty 
board, its full complement, if commiſſioned ſince the preſs- 
warrants were iſſued. He repeated the moſt material articles, 
reſpecting the deficiences on board the royal fleet, and urged 
the Lords of the admiralty, to decide the point, by producing 
the laſt weekly account, which never, till the preſent naval- ad- 
miniſtration, were denied to Parliament, upon a motion from 
either ſide of the Houſe, + 4 „ IE £3 
Dir 


rſt aſſertion, and ſaid he was Mr. Lattrall. 


Sir Harb 
Palliſer. 
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Sir Hugh Palliſer declined giving a ſpecific anſwer touching 
the full complements of the ſhips ; but affirmed, that. the 
whole flect now fitting out and preparing for ſea, would be. 
completely manned, in a very ſhort time, and much ſooner 
than any naval, force that could be ſent out by France or 
Spain, and in every reſpect ſuperior in ſtrength to any force 
it was poſſible for either or both of thoſe powers, by their 
utmoſt exertions, to fit out or equip. | 

Sir George Longe ſupported the motion, on the nds of 
expedience, and the cruelty, terrors and hardſhips the Britiſh 
ſeamen were expoſed to, while they were ſubject to be drag- 

ed from their wives, children, and deareſt domeſtic connec- 
tions; ſaid that the onus would lay on young ſingle men, who 
would be encourged to enter voluntarily, on having a pro- 


ſpe& of being provided for in the latter part of their days. 
Governor abt ſpoke, as a profeſſional man. He de- 
clared his diſlike, nay, his abhorrence, of the preſent mode 


of manning the nayy, by iſſuing preſs-warrants. He obſer- 
ved beſides, that though no motive of humanity were to ope- 
rate on the Houſe, the very tedious and ineffective manner 
the preſſing ſervice was carried on, was a ſufficient reaſon with 
him, to ſee and diſcover if any other mode, more expeditious 
and efficatious, could be devide He would ſupport the mo- 
tion, becauſe it was apparently well intended. It was no 


partial ſcheme which was offered to be adopted, or rejected, 
in toto. No member in the Houſe was bound to abide by it. 


On the contrary, it was the duty of every member, to do alb 
in his power, in this ſtage, to throw out his ſentiments on the 
ſubje&, in order to enable the honourable gentleman, to 
whom the public ſtood ſo highly indebted for even the at- 
tempt, to render the bill as complete and unobjectionable as 
able, on its firſt introduction into the Houſe, He profeſ- 
ſed his total 1gnorance of the plan, or what were the intended 
objects of the bill, farther than the terms of the motion con- 
veyed ; but he wiſhed, nevertheleſs, that the Houſe ſhould be 
in poſſeſſion of it, as the firſt ſtep to a reformation of an 
abuſe of legal power, or a violation of the laws (take the 
cuſtom of prefling in either ſenſe) fo loudly complained of. 
Lord Mulgrave agreed in the juſtice of the remark quoted 
by Mr. Luttrell, from Monteſquiey, that when any law is pro- 
poſed, which indicates more good than evil to a ſtate, ſuch: 
law ought to be received. ut he ſaid it was no leſs true, 
chat inſtitutions, which had been proved uſeful, by long inva- 
the ſug- 
geſtion 
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ſtion of evils which either did not exiſt, or bore 2 very 
mall proportion to the advantages ariſing from the meafures 
that produced them. This, he fad was the caſe of preſſing, 
which had always been practiſed in this country, in times of 
war, or appearance of war, that the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
commerce, and the ſuperiority which our navy had always 
maintained, were the beſt proofs of the advantages of that 
mode of manning. He ſaid the Houſe ſhould, therefore, be 
very careful how they admitted any plan, which might expreſs 
to the public their diſapprobation of the preſent method, un- 
leſs they were convinced that one, attended with more ad- 
vantages, and leſs inconvencies, could be adopted, as they 
would otherwiſe riſk no leſs than the deftruQtion of our com- 
merce, and annihilating the navy. 

He faid however, that if the preſent method were uncon- 
ſtitutional, it would be a ſtrong motive with him, for conſi- 
dering any plan however unpromiſing, which might give any 
hopes of removing an objection ſo alarming in a free country; 
pr, if this matter had never been diſcuſſed before, it might ' 
be a reaſon for examining with great attention, any plauſible 
plan; but as neither of theſe ſeemed to be the caſe of the 
preſent motion, he muft oppoſe it. 

He ſaid, he never could conſider a meaſure as unconſtitutio- 
al, which originated from one of the fundamental principles of 
ze conſtitution of every free and warlike people, That it is 
he duty of every individual, to defend his country when attacked, 
nd to protect its liberties, and aſſert its honour. By the conſtitu- 
ion of this country antiently, many eſtates were held by the 
enure of ſerving the king in war, and that, in caſe of inva- 
ion, every body was compelled to bear arms; the ſeamen were 
lways-obliged to defend the commerce, and protect the coaſts ; 

at by the militia laws, men were compelled to ſerve for 
hree years, at much leſs than they could earn in their own 
xccupations, that the great diſproportion between the num 
er of inhabitants and of militia men neceſſary, and the cer- 
ainty of finding thoſe men, made a limited ſervice and the 
aking by lot practicable, but that the men on whom the lot 
ell, were abſolutely preſſed, and all the hardſhips ſo empha- 


» 


2d ally deſcribed, but improperly attributed to ſeamen, might 

>- Mc pleaded in their favour, who were taken from their fa- 
ch Wilics, and deprived of the means of ſupporting them. That 
e, MW! what had been faid of the hardſhips landmen had been 
a- xpoſed to, had nothing to do with the preſs-warrants, which 


nly authorized the impreſſing ſeamen, and that if any abuſe 
Va D a 
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had been made of them, the perſons were amenable to juſtice, 
and the parties injured had their legal remedy. But he was 
happy to find, that no ſuch abuſe, by ſea officers, had been 
ſtated by Mr. Luttrell; the ſtory of the Leiceſter men, on 
which ſo much ſtreſs was laid, had nothing to do with either 
navy officers or preſs gangs, but was a tranſaction of country 
juſtices and a militia ſerjeant, under one of the vagrant acts. 

He faid that no objects had been more fully conſidered, or 
more wiſely provided for, than the encouragement of ſea- 
men, and the manning of the navy; more than twenty dif- 
ferent acts, to anfwer thoſe purpoſes, having paſſed from the 
time of the regiſter act in 1096, to the preſent time. 

He then ſtated many advantages provided by thoſe acts. 
He added, that he could not help obſerving, that as often as 
this matter had come under the confideration of Parliament, 
a doubt had never been expreſſed of the neceſſity, expediency, 
and propriety of preſſing; but on the contrary, during the 
Whig miniſtry of Queen Anne's reign, a period when the 
conſtitution was as well underſtood, and as ſtrictly adhered 
to, as at any time in the annals of this country. A commit- 
tee appointed in the year 1705, to confider of the moſt ef- 
fectual methods for manning the navy, had come to ſeveral 
reſolutions to enforce preſſing, authorizing juſtices of the 
peace, and others, to ſearch for ſeamen, lying concealed, of- 
tering rewards for diſcovering them, and inflicting penalties 
on ſuch as concealed them. *F he preſent ſcheme, he ſaid, 
had not even the claim of novclty to their attention, as one 
fimilar to it, but not ſo exceptionable, had been propoſed in a 
pamphlet publiſhed by one Hodges, in King William's reign, 
the year before the regiſter act, when this ſubject was under 
the conſideration of the legiſlature. He ſaid, that if the 
cauſe of preſſing was conſidered, it would immediately be 
ſeen, how improbable, if not impoſſible, it muſt be, to man 
the navy, in war, by any other means. That the preſent 
propoſal feemed to proceed upon an idea, of the King's ſer- 
vice being fo dilagreeable tothe ſeamen, as to make tote new 
encouragement neceſſary, to induce them to enter into it; but 
the contrary is notoriouſly the fact; as it is known, that upon 
the ordinary peace eſtabliſhment, the navy is always manned 
by volunteers; for although the nominal pay, on board the 
fleet, is leſs than in merchantmen, yet not being ſubject to the 
deductions and impoſitions too often met with in them; frou 
the employment being conſtant, the work lighter, the provi- 
Hons better, together with the proſpect of preferment to the 

: merlitorious, 
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e, meritorious, and the certainty of proviſion for thoſe who 
as were diſabled, by accident or infirmity, the ſeamen prefer the 
en navy to merchantmen. He faid it was not difficult to ac- 


on count for the change of ſentiments in war, every body knows 


er the effect of a demand for labourers, in every branch, on the 
ry price of labour, this was ſenſibly felt on an armament; the 


s. merchants were obliged to give greater wages, to induce men 
or to quit other ways of lite, and under , theſe circumſtances, - 
-a-W it was not to be expected, that any thing but compulſion, 
if- would bring ſeamen, at the uſual wages, into the navy. 


he The fate of the regiſter act (which after a trial of fifteen 
years, at above 500,000!._ expence, was repealed, as having 
produced no good effects, but occaſioned; much charge, vex- 
ation, and trouble) proved how ineffectual proſpects of fu- 
ture advantage, were, when put into the ſcale, againſt the 
renten of a great preſent increaſe of wages. ee, 
The expedicnts-propoſed by this plan, would be found 
either impracticable, inconvenient to the ſtate, or injurious 


without entering into arguments of the inexpediency and im- 
practibility of diſcharging diſciplined men, to receive others 
in their room, at the moment of going upon ſervice, or in 
diſtant countries, would be found impoſſible, when it was 
conſidered,” that the whole ſtock of ſeamen, in the merchant 
- ſervice, in peace, did not exceed 60,000, and that the num- 
ber employed as ſuch, in a war, in the navy alone, amounted 


given by the merchants, in war, to tempt foreign ſeamen and 
natives, from other occupations, to go in their ſhips, aided by 
the many wiſe regulations and encouragements provided by 
the legiſlature, to ſupply that ſtock, without affording enoug 

for a rotation; that this country was not in a ſituation to 
make ſuch an increaſe, upon the pay in the navy, and Mr. 
Tomlinſon ſeemed to be aware of that, and propoſed a hmi- 


to man the navy, would cut off the ſource from which it was 
uy ſupplied, and inſtead of benefiting, would .materially injure 
ou the ſeamen; at preſent, thoſe men who were preſſed at firſt, 
ed were no worſe of in point of pay, than if no preſs had taken 
be place, (to which the riſe of wages muſt be attributed) and 
he every man who eſcaped the preſs, was benefited by the advance 


an of wages, in proportion to the length of time he eſcaped : 


- that the power of preſſing was not open to the temptation of 
i abule, as thoſe only who ought to be the objects of the preſs, 
1 e n PTT 


to the ſeamen. A limitation of the time of ſervice in war, 


to 80, O00: that it required no leſs than the enormous wages 


tation of the pay in merchantmen, which ſo far from tending 


55 
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were thoſe whom the officers would wiſh to take. It was not 
as had been repreſented with fo much eloquence, © To drag 

tte unoffending ſubject, from his houſe and ſettled means 

 Hivelihood, to adopt a new way of life, for which his limbs 
and ficalties are the worft calculated and faſhioned by his 
creator.” It was not the weak, timid, infirm landman, but 
the active, healthy, brave and practiſed ſeaman that was to be 
taken; and though it might be natural enough for ſuch men 
to prefer enormous gain, to the ſervice of their country, he 
could not think them too hardly uſed, if they were compelled 
to defend that commerce, when attacked, to which, in times of | 
ſecurity, they owed their ſupport, to aſſert the honour of | 

their country, and ſhare the ſpoils of her enemies, and to 
vindicate their right, by their own actions, to the name of an 
Engliſh ſeaman, which carried with it reſpe&'in every part of 
the world. He concluded by ſaying, the queſtion now was, I : 
whether the Houſe would adhere to a 88 authoriſed by ] 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and juſtified by the ſucceſsful IM ; 
I 
c 
I 


Experience of all the wars of this country, or by adopti 

Sp motion, endanger the exiſtence of a { Prout Br — 
4 reſts and naval power.. x” £3 

yy Sir George Sir George Savile ſaid, this was the firſt time he had ever 
F per red, in the ſame debate, that neither peace nor Wt 
war was a proper time for reformation, Some gentlemen ſaid, IMW-/ 
war was not the proper time for innovation, or reformation ;-Mn 
other gentlemen made a ſimilar objection to a ſeaſon of peace, | 
He begged leave to retort a ſimile in ſupport of his ſenti- MW 
ments, on this ſpecies of miniſterial logic. A perſon who 
had a fire engine to diſpoſe of, offered it to his neighbour for 
| alc, in order, as he faid, to preſerve his houſe from fire, 
e neighbour replied, No, I do not want it, my houſe is 
not on N his houſe is on fire; he applies to the 
owner of the engine, and tells him how much he is in want of 
. it; but is anſwered, that it has been long fince diſpoſed of. 
Vir. Eartrell. Mr, Luttrell roſe again, in reply to Lord Mulgrave, ob- 
| ſerving that the noble Lord's ſhip, he made no doubt, was com- 
ee well manned, for the ſeamen had. received very liberal 
unties on board the Ardent, in addition to what was allow- 
ed by the crown; and ſhe was perhaps the beſt manned among 
all the guardſhips of the former peace eſtabliſhment, at the 
time the noble Lord was appointed to be her captain. He now 
preſumed that the Hauſe was fully convinced, that no other 
hip of the line, commiſſioned ſince the preſs-warrants, was 
nearly equipped, ſo as to be able to venture to fea, © 
8 5 | Right 
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t Hon. 7. Townſhend faid, it was the firſt time he ever R. Hon, T1. 

| — a clabie offered againſt che principle of ſuch a bill; n 
ö or the preſent mode of preſſing for the ſea ſervice defended. 75 
There had not been a great man, who directed the affairs of 
| this country, for the laſt century, who did not acknowledge 
the neceſſity of framing ſome. law, to prevent the evils pro: 
| poſed to be remedied, by a bill of the nature now moved . 
| for. There might have been differences in opinion as to the 
| proviſions of the bill, but never a ſingle difference, as to the 
| Wl propriety of providing a certain number of ſeamen, within a 
3 certain period, on the probable approach of a war, or the 
f I time of being actually engaged in one. 
ö Attorney — . ſaid, he never recollected, in his ex xperience 4 gr 
in Parliamentary proceedings, that a motion was made to 
f bring in a bill, without at the ſame time explaining the heads 
; 
; 


and main objects of the bill to the Houſe, in order that the 
Houſe might be enabled, in the firſt inſtance, to judge of its 
propriety. "The honourable gentleman who made the preſent 
motion, had evidently departed from that — rule 
of Parliamentary uſage; and as he had, he ſhould oppoſe the | 
motion. 

r The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided; including 

r Wihe tellers (Mr. Ca; Sir Edward Aſtley; for the 

„ yes 54; (Mr. Buller; Mr. Penton; Lords of the ads : 

7 n for the Noes 108. 


PREAMBLE. _ 
is WHEREAS the welfare and proſperity of his Majeſty's domini 


are L. concerned in giving all due encouragement to ſeamen, 

others, to enter voluntarily into the royal navy; and whereas the un- 
determined time for which ſeamen — ſeafari ng perſons, are compelled 
bo ſerye on board the ſhips of his Majeſty's fleet, is an obvious diſcou» 


1 N ſeamen and as, —— are at this time hi gy adviſe. 
W Serin IJ. | 
er Be it cnafted, and it is hereby enacted that, from and after the 5 


Paſſing of this 81 every able ſeaman, who ſhall voluntarily ofidr 
elt, and be received, to ſerve on board the royal navy, in the manner, 


+ ; ang — 


ement to them, and a principal — of their reluctance to the 
F ublic ſervice ;. and whereas many new proviſions. and regulations rey 
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and within the time herein · after limited and preſcribed, ſuch able ſea- 
man ſhall be allowed thirty ſhillings per month wages, of twenty-eight 
days, and ſhall not be required to ſerve longer than the term of three 
years, from his firſt een on e any os of his . 8 og 
or veſſels of war. 9 10m 


I. 1. The pay of the nd k erving in the 2. The term of ſervice not HV, 
royal navy, has not been increaſed fines the until they are muſtered on board, will excite 
reign of King William the 3d. the ſeamen todiligence in getting toithe 1 $ 

+ 7 | ports, with all diſpatch. 


| | brfbn „ (rig. 
And beit alſo enacted, that every ordinary ſeaman, who ſhall, from 
and after [the paſſing of this act voluntarily offer himſelf, and ſhall be 
received, to ſerve on board the royal navy, in the manner, and within 
the time hereafter limited and preſcribed, ſuch ordinary ſeaman ml 
be allowed twenty-four ſhillings per month wages, of twefity-ei 
days, and: ſhall not be required to ſerve longer than the term of — 
years, from his firſt W on board any 0 one 'or his ora 
or veſſels of war. 4 * | 


| At; E | 
Ly * * 7. * * -+ 
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II. Ordinary 8 having. 2 1 en of — and as. there FR 0 3 fo proper 
their buſineſs to learn, it is generally agreed for improvement, as a man of war, they 
ts be reaſonable and neceſſary that they ſhould would have the advantage of making them 

ſerve longer urns who ere op in their ſelves e ot mu of "9 "ag 
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| 8 III. | 
And for the AAS of bates” noe hag be it further 
enacted, that, from and after [the paſling of this act] every able- 
ied. landman, of the age of twenty-one years, or upwards, and un- 
Jer che age of chirty- eight years, who ſhall voluntarily offer himſelf, 
and be — 8 to ſerve on board the royal navy, ſhall have twenty. 
two ſhillings = month wages, of twenty-eight days, and be required 
to ſerve only x years, from his firſt nicer, on board APy 008 of his 
page 1 1 ſhips or 7 beſlel of War rtr 7 
| Theſe three claſſes of able-ſearnen; 'ordinary-ſeamen, and 
Hndmen, are preciſely and nen 4 nee a to * n 


= rules of the 707 navy. | * 

1 WP 1 

U. Le entering into the navy, at © Sander! years ala * wn k. be entitle 

115 one years of age, would be free from to many benefits which they could not hops 
al! ob wel to ſerve their TR twenty | .bs obtain N win. Jp ware. * FINE 
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Beg ron IV. | 

Provided 7 me and be it .underſtood that, if any 8 "afte 

Se ery 75 the full term in the royal navy, required by this q 
10 N to re enter for the naval ſervice,” ànd ſhall, upon, hi 


n o cee, be received or continued on board any of his Maj 
191 f ieee ee ſty 
"of : 
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ſys ſhips or veſſels of war, ſuch re-entry ſhall be conſidered to make 


the ſaid ſeaman liable to a further ſervice of three years, if his ſaid 


further ſervice ſhould, without interruption, be ſo long demanded, or 
unleſs the lords commiffioners of the admiralty * ſhall judge proper to 
diſcharge him ſooner; but during ſuch additional voluntary ſervice, he 


ſnall be allowed thirty-two ſhillings and ſixpence per month wages, 


* 
o 


fices when on ſhore, 


IV. 1. Much pains have been taken, among 
merchants, ſhip owners, and ſeamen, as well 
as amongſt profeflional gentlemen of the royal 


navy, to aſcertain the neceſſary time, for each 


of the above three claſſes of people to ſerve, 
and after much conſideration and argument, 
by far the majority of opinions have been in 
favour of the terms, fixed as above. Sec. 2d 


and 3d; ee? | 33 
2. There can be no danger of the let | 


being diſmantled or diſtreſſed through the want 
of able ſeamen, at the expiration of the firſt 
three years ; becauſe if none of thoſe entitled 
to their diſcharge, ſhould chuſe to re-enter, 


(which it is contrary to reaſon to ſuppoſe, 


when the extraordinary encouragements ofter- 
ed them by the ſubſequent clauſes of this bill 
are conſidered ;) the ordinary ſeamen, after 


Three years ſervice, muſt neceſſarily be quali- 


fied to be rated able ſeamen ; the landmen 
alſo muſt become good ordinary ſeamen, and 
there muft of courſe be a regular and conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of all the three claſſes, from 
volunteers, apprentices, and other common 
reſources, HS 


* 
3. The author of a pamphlet, entitled, 


% The Rights of the Sailors vindicated,” 
aſſerts, there are 120,000 ſeamen, and people 


V ho come under the denomination of ſcafaring 


perſons, in Great Britain. Others compute 
them at 130,000. If ſo, ſurely there can be 
no doubt of the certainty of recruiting 10,000 
able and ordinary ſeamen from that number, 
once in three years, even admitting ſo many 
as 10,000 ſhould be wanted, .which is hiehly 
improbable. But it is manifeſt from the 2d 
note to this ſection, that landmen only would 
ſuffice, to make up the complements, if ſea- 


men ſhould be ſcarce z which to ſuppoſe would 
be the greateſt abſurdity, after theſe incen- 


tives are given to the ſea profeſſion, 
4. In 1759, when our moſt important 


Naval victories were gained, goverment voted 
60,000 ſeamen, including about 15,0co ma- 


riaes, and there were near that number of 


his diſcharge, and ſhall be exempt from ſerving on juries or pariſh of- 


(of twenty-eight days) from tlie time of ſach re-entry, to the time of 


SEC- 


officers of various ranks, ſervants, &c. and 
about 700 men for ordnance ſea ſervice It 
is highly probable that, communibus annis 
the number of 60,000 are as many-as wHl be 
voted in a future foreign war, and conform- 
able with this bill, there can very littie ch 
attend the raiſing of ſeamen, neither wil 
bounty-money be needful. It has been ad- 
mitted by a gentleman now in high office in 
the naval department, that the men raiſed far 
the royal fleet, by an impreſs, coſt government 
full zol. per man, one with another, there. 
fore, ſuppoſe 10,000: men only, when 60,000 
are voted, thus ſupplied, in the courſe of the 
firſt year of the war, the charge will be 
300, oool. beſides the additional levies every 
ſubſequent year, to ſupply deficiencies, from 
death, deſertion, &c, which cannot be efti= 
mated at fewer than 3000 men, to be raiſed 
by ſuch means as would incur the expence'sf 
full zol. per man, , amounting to go,oool..per 
annum. Suppoſe then, a war of five years 
duration, the ſum total of expence from im- 
preſſing will amount, as above, to 660,000l 2 
but the whole of the additional wages of this 
bill, for petty officers, able ſeamen, ordinary 
ſeamen, and landmen, ſuppoſing the | ſaid 
number of 60,000 to be employed for five 
years, would be only 310, oool. at the utmoſt, 
ſo that it is manifeſt, there muſt, in times of 
war, on this calculation, be a ſaving to the 
nation, of at leaſt 300,000]. in five years. 
But were we narrowly to inveſtigate the mat - 
ter, the ſaving would be demonſtrated” far be- 
yond what we here ſtate.— Trade and com- 
merce loſe at leaſt, one million annually in 
times of impreſſing, beſides the advanced 
price conſequent thereto, on coals and other 
neceſſary articles of life, to every conſumer, 
There is I'kewiſe a previous and continual 
tax upon the individual trader, from admiralry 
protections.— We believe it will be admitted 
by the profeſſional gentlemen in general, that 
a ſeventy: four gun ſhip, with a Complement 
of 600 men, and manned conformable to 

| this 


, 
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this would in the eye of every experie= war, would be 31a, cl. The charge to the 

nced captain, of his Maiefty's navy, beina nation in . of peace, in conſequence of 
more Elegible condition, both as to navigating this bill, when 16,000 men are voted, which 
the , (ras, and engaging the enemy, than 650 is the ordinary peace-eftabliſhment, could not 
men, according to the preſent mode of ſup- exceed 20,0001. per anoum.—lt will ſcarcely 
© plying their crews; and in caſe of war, we be credited, (though an incontrovertible fa&) 

ad, at the feweſt affuredly, have twenty- by people who are not obſervant, that this 

Four. ſail of  ſeventy-four- guns employed, nation has been burthened, and harradef with 
-wchich alone would make a faying of 1200 an impreſs, in a greater or leſſer degree, for 
wen, and that alone, at the parliamentary twenty-two years, out of the laſt thirty-cight 
allowance of gl. per man a month, is years. : 1 
632, gol, per annum, which, in a five year's : | ee 25 

i IS 


2 : i SECTION . 
And be it further enacted that, from and after the expiration of the 
Full term of obligatory or voluntary ſervice or ſervices, as aforeſaid, all 
and every ſeaman or ſeafaring man, ſhall, 2 requiſition, agreeable 
to the form No. 1. in the ſchedule to this act, by him duly made, or 
Igniſed to the captain or commander of ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips or 
- vellels, belonging to which, or of the crew of which, he may happen to 
at the expiration of his term of ſęrvice become entitled to, and if 
An any of the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, fhall receive his diſ- 
= charge, and be at liberty at a certain time to be determined, by the 
= viſcretionof the captain or other officer, under whoſe command he fhall 
= then actually ferve ; and ſuch time ſo appointed for his diſcharge, fhall 
upon no account whatſoever, exceed the ſpace of forty days, — the 
date of his requiſition. Vet as the extraordinary emergency of the 
times, or ſome unavoidable neceſſity may cauſe it to be indiſpenſably 
requiſite for ſeamen on foreign ſtations to be kept a longer term of 
Fervice in the royal navy, than is ſtipulated or propoſed by this act, it 
all, and may be lawful, and it is hereby declared lawful, to with-hold 
andl detain ſuch ſeamen ſo employed, on foreign ſtations, beyond the 


. pace of forty days: as aforeſaid, but be- it underſtood that, ſuch ne- 


ceffity ſhall be diſpenſed with, as early as poſſible; and every ſeaman 
Mall, during ſuch further compulſion, and no longer, be entitled to, 
and receive, at the rate of thirty-five ſhillings per month wages, of 


twenty - eight days. 


® V. The additional encouragement given to (among many other advantages) with cauſing 
ſeamen 're-entering, can be but a trifling ex- merchants to bring up more ſeamen in their 
pence to the nation, and may be attended ſerxice than they would otherwiſe do. 


| | SzxcTion VI. | 

And whereas, in times of war, the ſearcity of midſhipmen, quar- 
ter-maſters, and other petty officers, reuders it frequent! neceſſary 
for the captains of his Majeſty's ſhips, to promote ſeamen — before 
the maſt, to thoſe ſtations ; therefore, as a farther encouragement to 
Z ſuch ſeamen, as ſhall defire to re-enter, and ſhall be received, after the 
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expiration of their limited term of ſervice in the royal navy: be it 
further enacted, that all captains and commanders of his Majeſty's 
ſhips and veſſels of war, who may have ſuch ſeamen on boa, as ſhall 
be found to merit promotion, do in all cafes, as aforeſaid, give a pre- 
ference to thoſe ſeamen who ſhall have ſerved their limited time in the 
royal navy. And as an additional inducement to ſeamen to re-enter | 
into the King's ſervice, and to ſtrive to render themſelves worthy of 
being promoted, to the ſtations of petty officers, and alſo for the en- 
couragement of all mates, midſhipmen, and petty-officers, who may 
be appointed to ſerve on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war; be 
it farther enacted, that from and after the paſſing of this act, the pay 
of all ſuch mates, midfhipmen, and petty 'officers, {hall be regulat- 
ed in the manner expreſſed by the table annexed in the ſchedule No. 2. 
wherebyall their wages, below aſecond rate, willbe confiderably increaſed. 

VI. The choice ſeamen. have been 3 ſpeakably harder than in a firſt rate, where 
raged from entering as petty officers, in ſmall thoſe petty-officers have 338. 6d. per month 
ſhips of war, where (they ſay) the wages even clear; but the encouragement given in this 


of a quarter-maſter, or gunner's mate, is but ſcion, entirely removes that objeRion, + 
248. 6d. per month clear, and their duty un- | 


EAI IIA SECTION VII. 155 

And for the better encouragement of married ſeamen, ſeafaring men, 
and landmen, to enter themſelyes voluntarily into his Majeſty's naval 
ſervice, and to prevent their wives and families from being left in di- 
ſtreſſed cireumſtances, or becoming burthenſome to their pariſhes ; be 
it further enacted, that all ſuch married ſeamen, ſeafaring men or land- 
men, who ſhall voluntarily offer themſelves, and be received to ſerve 
on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels of war, ſuch married 
ſeamen, ſeafaring men, or landmen, ſhall be allowed to remit-to their 


| wives or children, two months wages, at the end of every ſix months, 


as their pay becomes due, leaving only four months wages in arrears 
inſtead of fix months, when twelve months wages are due, as directed 
by an act paſſed in the 31ft year of the reign of his late Majeſty King 
George the Second, which empowers ſeamen ſerving in the royal navy, 
to remit their wages to their wives and families, and the money ſhall be 
remitted in the manner directed by the ſaid act. And all ſuch married 
ſeamen, ſeafaring men, or landmen, who ſhall voluntarily enter to 
ſerve in the royal navy, as aforeſaid, ſhall, as a further  encourage- 
ment, be allowed two month's wages in advance, to be paid for the uſe 
of their wives, or children, by the collector of the cuſtoms or exciſe, 
neareſt their reſpective places of reſidence, when the huſband has re- 
ceived three muſters on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels of 
war, and that upon producing a certificate thereof, agreeable to the form 
in the ſchedule No. 3. together with an authenticated certificate under; 
the hands of heriinidher, and one of the churchwardens or the overſeers 
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of the poor of the pariſh, where he and ſhe were married, or they [the 
children] were born ; teſtifying that ſhe is the lawful wife, or. that 


they are the ligitimate children of the ſaid ſeaman, ſeafaring man, or 


landman, and their reſpective wives; and which miniſter, churchwar- 
den, or overſeer, are hereby required and directed, to deliver ſuch cer. 
tiſicate, ſo-fubſcribed, without taking any fee or other reward for the 
1ame, and which certificate ſhall be the proper voucher for the ſaid col- 
lector of the cuſtoms or exciſe, to the commiſſioners or treaſurer of 
his Majefty's navy, who are hereby authorized and required, upon pro- 
ducing ſuch certificate, to order and direct the payment of ſuch wages 
accordingly, and any collector refuſing or 8 to pay, as afore- 


' | _ ſaid, ſhall forfeit the ſum of twenty pounds, to any perſon or perſons 


ſuing for the ſame, to be recovered by an action of debt, in any of his 
Majeſty's courts of law. 8 | | 
SECTION VIII. 


And whereas ſeamen and ſea-faring perſons, taking advantage of 
times of war, always inſiſt upon very extravagant wages, by which the 
trade of this nation has laid under great difficulties, and the manning 
of the royal navy has been very much injured, and that ſuch difficulties 
and impediments may henceforward be removed; be it enacted, and 
it is hereby enacted, that [ from and after paſſing this act] no perſon or 
> bodies politic or corporate, ſhall by themſelves, or by any 
other perſon or perſons, directly or indireftly, by way of gift, loan, 
1 nol or any other device or contrivance whatſoever, giye 

or pay, or agree to give or pay to any common ſeaman, or ſcafaring 
man, or any perſon employed, or to be employed as ſuch, on boar 
any merchant-ſhip or veſſel; nor ſhall any ſeaman, mariner, or ſei 
faring man, or other perſon, as aforeſaid, on. their behalf, directly o 
indireQtly, take or receive more wages, pay or hire, than after the rate 
of forty ſhillings per calender month, upon any voyage where ſeamer 
are employed for any ſpecific time; except where it is uſual for ſea 
men and gre? + fry to ſail by the voyage, as in the coal and coaſt 
ing-trade, which thall be regulated in manner following, to ſuch ſea 
men and ſea-faring men as are Britiſh ſubjects. That is to ſay, n 

- perſon or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, as aforeſaid, ſhall giv 
or pay, or agree to give or pay, to any common ſeaman or ſeafaring 
man, more wages than three pounds for a voyage, from any port in the 

- Frith of Forth, or to or from the ports of Leith, Blythe, Hartley 
Shields, Newcaſtle, Sunderland, Hull or Lynn, to London and back 
again. Norſhall any ſuch perſon or perſons, as aforeſaid, give or pa) 
tc any ſeamen, or ſeafaring man, more than the ſum of forty ſhilling 
fox a voyage, to or from the ports of White-haven, to Dublin and bac 
again, or to or from any port on the coaſts of Cumberland, Lancaſhi 
North or South Wales, and back again, or to or from Dublin and bac 


again 
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at again. And all contracts, agreements, bonds, notes, writings, inſtruments, 
or and ſecurities, of what nature or kind ſoever, for the paying or receiving 
r- more, or greater wages, pay, or hire, than as aforeſaid, contrary to 
r- ¶ che true intent and meaning of this act, if made and entered into [ from 
he and after the paſſing of this act, ] are hereby declared to be, and ſhall 
- be abſolutely void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever. And if any 


perſon or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, ſhall give or pay, or 
agree to give or pay, to any ſeamen or other perſon, any more or greater 
ages or hire, than as aforeſaid, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act, ſuch perſon or perſons, or bodies politic or corporate, 
ns Wſhall forfeit the ſum of fifty pounds, for every ſuch offence com- 
his mitted, in violation of the true intent and meaning of this act, to 
be recovered by any perſon ſuing for the fame, by action of debt-bill, 
plaint, or information, in any of his Majeſty's courts of record at 
Weſtminſter, or in the courts of exchequer, in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. And any maſter of a ſhip or veſſel, ſo of- 
fending, on legal proof thereof, before any one of his Majeſty's juſtices 
of the peace, ſhall be ſubje& to a forfeiture of 5ol. to be recovered as 
andWaforeſaid ; and each, and every ſeaman, or ſeafaring man, ſo offending, 
x or ſhall forfeit ten pounds, or ſuffer three month*s impriſonment, upon 

deing legally convicted of the ſaid offence. And in order the more ef- 
fectually to prevent any abuſe or evaſion of the foregoing proviſions, 
de it farther enacted, that merchants, owners or maſters of any ſhip or 
veſſel, or other perſons on their behalf, ſhall not, after the paſſing of 
this act, agree with, or engage any ſeaman, or ſeafaring man, to ſerve 
him or them, or any of them, at ſea, by the month, * or other 

wa 


ofiwiſe, but by a written or printed agreement, ſpecify! ſuch 
_ eaman or ſeafaring man b to — - to mak x has. ſhall 2 leaſt 
mei one credible witneſs, whoſe occupation and place of abode, ſhall be in- 
ſea· ſerted in the ſaid agreement, and that no maſters or owners of any ſhip 
aſtFWor veſſels, ſhall be bound to pay, nor ſhall any ſeaman be entitled to 
ſea 


ſue for any wages earned in the merchant's ſervice, but under ſuch agree · 
nent. * always that nothing herein contained, ſhall extend, 
Yor be conſtrued to extend, to ſuch ſeamen, as may have actually com- 
pleted the term, which they are required by this act, to ſerve in the 
royal navy, and ſhall produce a certificate of ſuch ſervice, agreeable 
to the form annexed in the ſchedule No, 4. f 


— 
' 


vu. x. A precedent for limiting feamen's than thirty-five ſhillings per month, ſhall be 
OW Wages, may be found in an act of Parliament, given to ſeamen, either by individuals or bo- 
Wade in the 14th year of the reign of his late dies corporate. Were there no precedent cf 
Majeſly King George the IId. chap. xxxviii. that kind, the propriety and the expediency of 
et · 4. where it is enact ed, That no more ſuch regulation are obvious, Fi 
| 5 2. A late 
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2. A late author, who publiſhed a plan upon due enquiry, will appear to be chief! 

for preſerving the e commerce Feng | EA 5 the exorbitant wages paid 1 

power of this nation in time of war, ſays, the feamen, &c. and the ſtagnatiun of our na- 

That the conſumers of all ſorts of goods vigation through a ſcarcity of ſuch people, and 

and merchandizes, throughout the 1 the tardy operation and returns upon com- 
during left war, loſt many millions, which, merce.“ | 3 5 wa 


=" 


en., 9 x) 
And be it further enacted, that reſpecting all ſuch ſeamen, as may 
have ſerved the full term required by this act, a certificate ſhall be 
given to each and every 2 without fee or reward, on the day 
of their diſcharge, agreeable to the form ſpecified in the ſchedule to 
is act, No. 4. expreſſing the time and the names of the ſhips wherein 
they have ſerved, as likewiſe a deſcription of the perſon to whom ſuch 
certificate is given, which ſhall be the protection of ſuch ſeaman, from 
being farther required to ſerve in the royal navy, at all times, and in 
all places. Or if upon paying off any one, or more of his Majeſty's 
{hips or veſſels of war, thoſe ſeamen, or ſeafaring perſons, who have Wit 
not ſerved the full time required by this act, upon their being ſo paid 
off, ſhall alſo have certificates agreeable to the form No. 4. aforeſaid, 
which ſhall be conſidered upon future occaſions, as ſuch a part of the 
term required by this act; and when completed by their future ſervice 
in his Majeſty's navy, in the manner preſcribed hereby, they ſhall be 
* to all the benefits this act propoſes, in the ſame degree as if they 
had ſerved the whole term without intermiſſion, which Hall be certi - 
+ fied, as aforeſaid, when ſuch ſervice ends, And to all perſons producing 
ſuch certificates, provided that they anſwer to the age and deſcription 
therein expreſſed, it {hall be lawful for any merchant, owner or other ſh 
perſon or perſons, to give to ſuch ſeamen, &c. whatſoeyer wages the 
parties ſhall agree upon, any ching contained in this act to the contrary 
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iin SECTION X. 5 2 
And whereas ſome old ſeamen, through age and infirmities, may be 
in diſtreſs, and ſo unable to gain a ſubſiſtence, as to become burtheniome 
to pariſhes; he it further enacted, that all able ſeamen. who arg 
under forty-four years of age when they enter to ſerve in the royal ne 
navy, ſhall be entitled to receive and enjoy the following penſions, at 
fifty years of age: and all above forty-three years old when they en- 
ter, ſhall receive the penſions as hereafter allotted, in four years from vi. 
the day of being entitled to their i diſcharge ; viz, five pounds per Ina 
annum, for all above fifty years of age, who have ſerved three yean Br 
as able ſeamen ; fix pounds per annum, for all above fifty years ot age, Nea 
who have ſerved four years as able ſeamen ſcven pounds per annum, = 
to all above fifty years of age, who have ſerved five years as able ſea» 
men; and eight pounds per annum, to all above fifty years of age, 
2:55 4 who 


% 


who have ſerved fix years as able ſeamen, in any, ſhip or veſſel of war, 
belonging to the royal fleet; and which ſhall be paid to them, or their 
lawful attornies, even though they ſhould be penfioners of the cheſt 

at Chatham, in two half-yearly payments, by the treaſurer of his 
Majeſty's navy for the time being; as they become due, viz. one pay- 
ment on the ad of January, and the other payment on the iſt of 8 7 
and ſhall be recalled on the uſual recall days, once in every 1 


be MW But the ſaid attornies ſhall be required to produce, at the ſame time, 
ay Na certificate ſigned by the miniſter and overſeer of the poor of the pa- 
to {Wriſh where they refide, that ſuch ſeaman is living, and ſuch certificate 


ſhall be agreeable to the form in the ſchedule, No. 5. And as the va- 
cancies fall out in the royal hoſpital at Greenwich, they ſhall be filled 
"Im up with ſuch old ſeamen as may be penſioners upon this eſtabliſhment z; 
in {Wand in that caſe, when they are fo appointed, the penſion given under 
y's mis act ſhall ceaſe, as to them, from the day of their being received 
ve {Minto the ſaid royal hoſpital at Greenwich. "> 


X. The penſions mentioned in this ſection all above forty-three years old when they en- 
are intended for able ſeamen, ordinary ſeamen, ter, ſhall not be entitled to the penſion, until 

d landmen, indiſcrimivately; but by way four years after the day of being entitled to 
of preventing old and infirm ſeamen from en- their diſcharge, baving fully completed the + 


tering into the ſervice, merely for the ſake ſervice hereby preſcribed. 
be 2 vub 6.8 | 
X f obtaining the penſion, it is propoſed, that | „ 
21 RS | | bas: a” 
ti · Skcriow XI. } | | 


And whereas, not only the ſtrength, but the ſafety of this nation, 


ing 

ion Wnay upon ſome future exigency depend upon furniſhing and ſupplying 
her the royal navy expeditiouſly, with a competent number of ſeamen, - 
the Wand ſeafaring perſons, for a general, or particular ſervice ; and whereas 


ze great encouragements and advantages held out to them by this act, 
re meant to be confined to ſuch ſeamen and ſeafaring men only, 
xs ſhall enter with alacrity into the royal navy, when their ſervices 
all be required, be it enacted, that and after, the paſting of 

act, and upon commencement of, or arming for, war, it 
ind may be lawful for his Majeſty in council, to publiſh a proclama- 
ion, requiring ſeamen, and ſeafaring men, immediately to enter into 


yal ſhe royal fleet; and with which proclamation, ſhall be publiſhed, aa 
An encouragement or incentive, ſection xii and xiii, .xxvii and xxviii 
en; pf this act. And copies of the ſaid proclamation, &c. ſhall: be fort- 
mY vith ſent to the miniſter or church- wardens, and to the civil chief= 


magiſtrate. of every city; borough, tow rate, or diſtrict, in 
reat Britain, who ſhall cauſe the ſame to be immediately affixed 
gainſt the church, or chapel door, or moſt conſpicuous place or 
laces, within ſuch cities, boroughs, towns-corporate, or diſtrifts's _ 
d the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, ſhall diſpatch ang oh | 
P12 as fers, 
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ficers,” to all the cities, boroughs, and principal towns and ſea- ports 
in Great Britain and Ireland, to receive and enter ſuch ſeamen, ſea- 
faring men, or landmen, as may be fit for his Majeſty's ſervice, and 
Mall voluntarily offer themſelves to ſerve in the royal navy, within 
trenty-cight days after 3 ſuch proclamation, in the London 
Garette; all which ſaid ſeamen, ſeafarivg men, and landmen, ſo of- 
ſering, and being received within twenty-eight days as aforeſaid, 

ſhall be fully entitled to, and enjoy all and every the privileges, bene- 
fits, advantages and immunities, contained in this act, as well with 
reſpect to their limited term of ſervice as otherwiſe. | 


"XT. 1. This ſection offers fuch privileges one at each of the leſſer ports, and wherever 
and advantages to ſeamen, to encourage them ſeamen are ſuppoſed to rendezvous ; and as 
to enter voluntarily into the navy, as they ne- there ever have been two, three, or four lieu- 
ver yet experienced, and render government tenants, at all the principal ports in Great 
quite excuſable, if they ſhould be conſtrained Britain and Ireland, excluſive of the regula- 
" put feQion xii in execution. ting captains, beſides many tenders, &c. com- Nu 

2. Thoſe regulating officers ſhould, perhaps, manded by lieutenants, no expence thereon is 
be lieutenants, two at each principal port, and neceſſary to be deducted. 


1 | __ SEcT1on XII. I 
And whereas, by an act of Parliament, paſſed ſo early as the ſecond Mpc 
r of the reign of King Richard the Second, entitled, An act, &c. w. 
it was made lawful for all ſheriffs, mayors, and bailiffs, within fran- du 
chiſes and without, to take and detain all fugitive mariners : be it{Mtlc 
therefore enacted, that from and after the expiration of twenty-eight ¶ fu 
© days; from the time of publiſhing the royal proclamation, as aforeſaid, {Wm 
for manning the navy, if any ſeamen, or ſeafaring men, in contempi of 
of ſuch royal proclamation, ſhall willingly, obſtinately, and volunta-t<n 
nly withdraw, hide, or convey themſelves into ſecret places, or ſhall 
zbicond, and not enter themſelves into his Majefty's naval ſervice, in 
the manner and within the time aforeſaid, that is to ſay, within the 
ſpace of twenty-eight days after publiſhing the aforeſaid proclamation 
of his Majeſty in council, ſuch ſeamen, or ſeafaring men, ſhall be 
med, and arc hereby deemed to all intents and purpoſes, fugitivv 
mariners; and all juftices of the peace, conftables, and other inferior ha 
peace officers, fhall, by the authority of any one or more of his Ma-W41" 
yeſty's juſtices of the peace, ſecure, or cauſe to be ſecured, all ſuch ert 
ſeamen, and ſeafaring men, who ſhall be conveyed with due diſpatch 
to the neareſt port, where there are any of his Majeſty's ſhips or veſ· 
ſels of war. And ſuch one or more of his Majeſty's juſtices of thei 
peace, by virtue of whote power and authority, ſeamen, or . leaf; 
perſons, are ſo apprehended. and conveyed, ſhall limit what rates an 
_ allowances, by the mile, or otherwiſe, ſhall be made, for conveying ot 
maintaining ſuch fugitive ſeamen, and make ſuch other orders for the 
more regular proceding therein, as they thall think proper ;* and 0 c 
9 3 uſticq 
vide ſe. xvi. cap. 5. 17th George II. , 
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uſtice, or juſtices, ſhall cauſe the ſum of forty ſhillings for every ſuch 
s WH ſcaman, or ſeafaring man, fo apprehended, to be paid to the conſtable, 
or peace-officer, who ſhall apprehend him or them, by the overſeer of 
me poor of the pariſh, who ſhall be allowed, upon ſettling his accounts 
a for ſuch pariſh, to draw upon the treaſurer of his Majeſty's navy, for 
n 


the time being, for ſuch ſums as he may have advanced on the ſaid ac- 
count, which bill, or bills, ſhall be alſo endorſed by the juſtice, or juſ- 
tices, who gives the order for payment, which ſhall be ſufficient autho- 
rity for their being accepted. And the aforeſaid ſum of forty ſhillings 
ſhall be ſtopped out of the growing wages of the ſhip wherein ſuch ſea- 
man may be ordered to ſerve. And be it farther enaQted, that every 
ſeaman who may be abroad, or at ſea, when ſuch proclamation is pub- 
liſhed for mannung of the royal navy, ſuch ſeaman ſhall be required to 
repair to, and enter his name with the regulating officer, (or principal 
officer of his Majeſty's revenue) where he may firſt arrive, and that 
within forty-eight hours after his firft arrival ic any port of Great 
Britain, whenever his Majeſty's proclamation for manning of the 
navy ſhall be in force: but upon his neglecting to do ſo, he ſhall be 
conſidered as a fugitive mariner, and ſhall be ſubject to the fines and 
penalties accordingly. But upon his entering in the manner, and 
within the time aforeſaid, and taking the oath ſpecihed in the ſche- 
dule, No. 6, he ſhall be allowed ten days to obtain his wages and ſet- 
tle his concerns, And that no one may plead ignorance, reſpecting 
uch proclamation, it ſhall be made known to the company of every 
merchant ſhip or veſſel immediately upon her arrival, by the officers 
of the revenue, in thoſe ports where there may happen to be no ſhip, 
tender, or other veſſel of war belonging to his Majeſty. | | 


XII. We cannot ſuppoſe that ſeamen will couragements held out to them in the eleven 
refuſe to ſerve in the royal fleet, upon the en- preceding ſections. et nt eee 


„irre <1 4 > 4] 

And for the better diſcovery of ſuch ſeamen, or ſeafaring men, who 
i ſhall ſecrete themſelves, or withold their ſervices, be it further enacted, 
zor chat all ſuch ſeafaring perſons, who may be in any part of Great Bri- 
la- rain, and who neglect to embrace the benefits and advantages held 
ach forth to ſeamen hereby, for more than twenty-eight days after pub- 
ch lining the ſaid royal proclamation, ſhall be ſecured, and be liable to 
eſ-ſerve in his Majefty's navy, the whole war, or longer, at the diſcre- 
mel tion of the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty. But ſuch ſeamen, or 
ang eafaring men, who may be fick, and fhall ſignify their names and 
a places of abode, at any time within twenty-eight days after publiſhing 
got the ſaid royal -proclamation, to the neareſt regulating. officer, they 
the chall be taken care of by the ſurgeon attending the ſick- quarters at.that 
ſuch ort, until it may be proper to ſend them on board one of his Ma- 
Rice. | F 
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tors, the term of his ſervice ſhall not commence until his firſt muſtet 
dn board. And every ſeaman, and ſeafaring man, who ſhall not volun- 


as may be abroad, or at ſea) all ſuch ſeamen, and ſeafaring men, lia- 


ſuch other term as the lords commiffioners of the admiralty may di- 


navy, ſhall be allowed to viſit any Britiſh ſhip or veſſel which he may 
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which they belong ; and it ſhall be lawful for him, to tender the oath 


OO 2 —————— ¶ — HB 4 Ae 
1 
oy 


- proteMions figned by the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, - agree- 


letter of leave, with the figure of the ſeal of the navy office, teſtifying e 
reſpectively deliver upon their arrival, to the regulating offi&r of tha 
every temptation to deſert, no maſter of any ſhip or veſſel ſhall pay th! 


report to the revenue officer, ſhall alſo give a lift of the names of thi 
- Teamen ſo entered, with their ages and places of nativity; when ſuch 
- officer or officers, or either of them, ſhall cauſe the maſter of the fail 
mip or veſſel, to pay ſuch feaman, ſeamen, or ſeafaring men, ti 
© wages due to them, and ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall not be entered inward; 
. 
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eſty's ſhips or veſſels of war. But left the care and indulgence, here. 
meant for che benefit of the ſeaman, ſhould be abuſed by. impoſ- 


tarily enter within the twenty-eight days, as aforeſaid, (except ſuch 


ble to ſerve within the true meaning and limitations of this act, are 
hereby declared unworthy of it; therefore ſhall not be intitled to any 
of the benefits, privileges, and advantages, held forth to them in ſea, 
vi. and ſect. x. of this act; neither ſhall any ſuch ſeamen, or ſeafa- 
ring men, be entitled to an exemption from ſerving the whole war, of 


rect; any thing herein contained, or any law or ſtatute to the contra- 
ry notwithſtanding. | . 


. | ä <4, OR 
And be it further enacted, that whenever it ſhall be found expedient 
to arm for war, every commiſſioned officer belonging to the royal 


meet with at ſea, and to take the names and deſcriptions of all ſeafaring 
perſons on board ſuch ſhips or veſſels, with the names of the places to 


ſpecified in the ſchedule, No. 6, to every perſon on board fuch ſhip 
or veſlel, (except the maſter, mate, carpenter, and apprentices, having e 


able to the form in the annexed ſchedule, No. 7) which upon the ſea 
men reſpectively conſenting to and taking, he ſhall permit him e 
them to go to that your (if in Great Britain) whereto the ſhip may be 
bound ; and the faid officer ſhall give to all and each of them, a printe 


that they have taken the aforeſaid oath, which letter ſuch ſeamen ſha 
port. But in order the more effectually to ſecure ſuch volunteers fron 


wages due to ſuch ſeamen, &c. on penalty of paying the wages ove 
again, at the ſuit of any ſuch ſeaman, until he has made known to th 
regulating officer, or to the principal officer of his Majeſty's revenue 
=_ ſueh port where there may happen to be no regulating officer) tha 
uch ſeamen have entered for his Majeſty's naval ſervice; and with hi 


a 


A. 177). nr 38 
at her delivering port, until that be fairly adjuſted. And in caſe of 


-e abſence of the regulating officer, at any port, the principal officer 
et f the revenue ſhall direct ay ſeaman, or ſeamen, ſo entering, to repair 
n- o the neareſt King's port, and ſhall date the commencement of their 
ch eave upon their ticket, and ſign his name under it, and allow a pro- 


der number of days to go to ſuch King's port, at the rate of twen 
les per diem. He ſhall allo pay to ſuch ſeamen, &c. their W 
oney, at the rate of two-pence per mile: but where there is any re- 
gulating officer, all theſe, and ſuch- like concerns, ſhall be tranſacted 
by the ſaid officer, that the revenue ſervants may not have ſuch buſi- 


oh eſs impoſed upon them, except in caſes of abſolute neceſſity. But a 
di. hip or veſſel bound to any foreign port, in amity with Great Britain, 
ra · ind having on board a regular clearance from the cuſtom-houſe, at the 


port where ſhe loaded, if viſited by any officer, and found to have no 

ariners on board, but ſuch as are actually engaged for the ſervice 
he may be going upon, ſhall be permitted to purſue her voyage with- 
put let or moleſtation, upon ſhewing the ſaid clearances, 


SECTION XV, | 


And to prevent every ſubterfuge, whereby any page perſon might 


to kttempt to evade the full intention of this act, no maſters of veſſels 
ati f a leſs burden than fifteen tons, King's meaſurement, who have not 
hip erved his Majeſty the full term of three years, in the capacity of able 


eamen, ſhall be protected from that duty, after the day of 177 


XV. Becauſe ſuch ſmall veſſels are fit for enabling them to run their cargoes- with 
zothing but way-Jaying large ſmugglers, and greater facility and leſs riſque, 


| | SecTION XVI. 
And every perſon, who ſecretes any ſeafaring man upon his or her 
premiſes, after twenty- eight days from the time of iſſuing the ſaid 
oyal proclamation, ſhall forfeit twenty pounds for the firſt offence, 
ne half to be given to the informer, the other half to the poor of the 
dariſh, or be impriſoned three months; and for the ſecond offence of 


dey he ſame nature, ſhall be im riſoned fix months, the crime being fully 

yell proved before one of his Myefy's juſtices of the peace for the county, 
hiding, or diviſion, wherein ſuch ſeaman, or ſeafaring man, ſhall 

zel dave been ſo ſecreted, upon the oath of two credible witneſſes. And 
thal t {hall be lawful for any perſon to proſecute the offender, and the ex- 


pences for doing ſo ſhall be levied by diſtreſs on the goods and chattels 
df ſuch offender, oo 0 Fg 120 | 1 
Hog SECTION XVII. 


a And if any man deſerts from the naval ſervice of his Majeſty, under 
ny pretence whatſoever, a deſcription of his perſon, age, ſtature, and 
ard place of nativity, &c. ſhall be given, by an advertuement in three 


lifferent London evening newſpapers, and repeated three times in 
Bn 


Vor. VII. each, 


If apprehended, the reward ſhall be deducted from his growing wages, 
that purpoſe. And befides ſuch deductions from his wages, he ſhall 


to ſerve; and upon finding any ſeamen who have not ſerved his Ma- 


any ſeaman, ordinary ſeaman, or landman, ſhall at any time be turnet 


form ſhall be given to each and every man who ſhall be diſcharged 
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oat b, offering a reward of five pounds for apprehending him, and the 
expences of advertiſing ſhall be paid by the treaſurer of his Majeſty's 
navy, out of the wages due to him, at the time of his deſerting ; and 


if thoſe due to him before his deſertion, ſhould not be ſufficient for 


ſerve any term at the diſcretion of the lords commiſſioners of the ad- 
miralty. | 


XVII and XVII. We may reaſonably hope their own ideas of it from early prejudice, 
that there will be no objection to thoſe ſec- which no arguments can remove: experience 
tions, as their uſeſulneſs muſt be obvious to alone muſt convince them, and they will be 
the moſt undiſcerning. But if it ſhould be convinced, if this bill ſhould be enacted into 
ſaid, that making it as a part of the puniſh- a law, that the royal navy is the moſt valuz. 
ment ofdeſerters, to prolong their ſervice, is ble ſervice which they can poſſibly enter into, 
giring ſeamen an unfavourable impreſſion of or engage with. | 
he royal navy, the anſwer is, that they have 


Y SecTIon XVIII. 

But that no-inconvenience (which can poffibly be avoided) may at. 
tend either his Majeſty's ſervice, or ſeamen ſerving in the King's ” Ham 
employed either in the Eaſt-Jndies, or upon any other foreign ſtation, 
be it enacted, that whenever any captain, or commander of the royal 
fleet, ſhall have any men on board the ſhip he may command, whe 
have ſerved the full term hereby preſcribed, that he that be permitted 
to demand a muſter of the _— of any Britiſh merchant ſhip c 
veſſel, which may come upon the ſtation where he ſhall be appointe 


jeſty, agreeable to this act, it ſhall be lawful for ſuch captain or com 
mander to take ſuch ſeamen into his Majeſty's ſervice, giving, in lier 
thereof, an equal number of men who may have ſerved the King, a 
required by this act, upon fuch maſters ſettling and adjuſting the wage 
of thoſe ſeamen whom he diſcharges. | 
PE... SECTION XIX. | 

And when the particular exigency of the ſervice ſhall require, tha 


over from one ſhip to another, either in Great Britain or abroad, th 
captain ſhall give to each of them ſo'turned over, a certificate agree; 
ble to the form annexed, in the ſchedule, No, 4. figned by him 
ſelf, the maſter, the boatſwain and purſer, expreſſive of the ex 
act time which each of them may have ſerved in the ſhip « 
Noop, &c. from whence they may be turned over; and the ſam 


diſtinguiſhing only, as the form directs: which form for certif 


| cates ſhall be printed, and having alſo a figure of the fecal of tf ſo 
| "navy-office, ſhall be allowed to be ſufficient authority for the aſcertainfif the 
ing when any man has ſerved his time. And every ſeaman requiring by 7 


= diſcharg 
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diſcharge, ſhall produce thoſe certificates, as vouchers, for whom it 
may concern. And that no ſhip or veſſel of war belonging to his 
Majeſty may be in want of ſuch printed forms, the commiſhoner of 
the navy, who is alſo the clerk of the acts, ſhall ſupply each ſhip, &c. 
with a ſufficient number for that purpoſe, at the dilcretion of the lords 
commiſſioners of the admiralty. And the manner of payment for ſuch 
men, as ſhall be either turned over or diſcharged, ſhall be, agreeable 
to the act of Parliament, made in the 31ſt year of the reign of his late 
Majefty, entitled, An act for the encouragement of ſeamen employed 
in the royal navy, &c. But to prevent every ſpecies of deception or 
fraud, by any perſon or perſons, publiſhing or expoſing falſe certificates 
fraudulently made, (or even true ones) unlawfully obtained, whoever 
ſhall be legally convicted of ſo doing, ſhall be deemed guilty of for- 
very, and Thall ſuffer the puniſhment of the ſtatutes in that caſe made 


provided, 
| | SECTION XX. | 
And in order to raiſe a fund for ſupporting the expence neceſſarily 
attendant on Section X, be it enacted, that a ſtoppage of fix-pence 
per calendar month ſhall be made out of the wages of each and every 
able ſeaman, ordinary ſeaman, and landman, ſerving in the royal navy 
only, over and above what is now ſtopped for Greenwich-hoſpital, 
cheſt at Chatham, &c. 2 | 
| SxCTION XXI. 


And whereas, by virtue of an act, or acts of Parliament now in 
force, for the encouragement of bringing up ſeamen in the coal and 
coaſting-trades, &c. admiralty protections are granted for three years, 
on conſidè ration of perſons binding themſelves apprentices to ſea, who 
were never at ſea before: but thoſe protections having been much 
abuſed, it is hereby enacted, that before any ſuch protections are 
granted in future, the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty ſhall re- 
es a certificate to be lodged at the admiralty-office, containing an af- 

davit, both from the caller and apprentice, of the exact time the 
latter has been at ſea, if he was ever there, and more than thirteen 
years of age, when his protection is applied for. The maſter to be 
required to ſwear, to the beſt of his knowledge, reſpeCting the matter 
under conſideration ; but the apprentice ſhall be required to ſwear poſi- 
tively to the time he has been at ſea. And that the lords commiſſioners 
of the admiralty may be able to form a juſt eſtimate of the number of 
ſeamen brought up in Great Britain ; all indentures of apprentices for 
the ſea, ſhall have the names of the parties, and the date, with the 
term of ſervitude, entered in that office, and a certificate of its being 
ſo entered; written or the back of the indenture, ſigned by three of 
the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, and: with the uſual ſignature 
of the ſecretary, or deputy ſecretary thereof; which {hall be to all 


F 2 ſuch 


| 


cept upon foreign voyages. 
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ſuch apprentices inſtead of the uſual form of protections, during their 
apprenticeſhip, and ſhall be called certificates, and ſhall be according 
to the form in ſchedule, No. 8, any law or ſtatute to the contrary 


* notwithſtanding ; and the fee of the ſaid office ſhall not exceed five 
millings for each indenture. 


| SECTION XXII. | 
And to prevent impoſitions, by binding young men apprentices, who 
may have already been at ſea, the following term of ſervitude ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed in proportion to age, viz. Such as ſhall be bound appren- 
tices under fourteen years of age, ſhall from and after the day of 
177 be protected from any obligation to ſerve his Majeſty 
for ſeven years; of fourteen, and under fifteen, fix years; of tifteen, 
and under ſixteen, five years; of fixteen, and under ſeventeen, four 
years ; of ſeventeen, and upwards, three years; except thoſe who are 
above thirteen years old, have been at ſea before the ſigning ſuch 
indentures, and in that caſe, the term of their protections ſhall be eſti- 


- | mated agreeably te the rules above expreſſed. But all perſons of eigh- 


teen Fears old, and upwards, who have been at ſea, in ſquare-rigged 
veſſels, more than one year, and leſs than two, ſhall only be allowed 

rotections for two years; and all thoſe who have been two years at 
ea, and leſs than three, who are more than eighteen years old, ſhall 


be protected only for one year: nor ſhall any perſons receive protec- 


tion (on whatſoever pretence) who have been at ſea, in ſquare-rigged 
veſſels, three years, and who are of the full age of 2 years; which 
circumſtances, together with the time, ſhall be certified upon oath, 
agreeably to the rules above particularized, and be ſubject to the pe- 
naltics and puniſhments of the laws provided againſt perjury. 


15 SECTION XXIII. 

And that the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty may always be able 
to form a true eſtimate of the Britiſh merchant- ſhips employed in war- 
time, be it enacted, that the maſter, mate and carpenter, of each ſhip 


or veſſel, ſhall be neceſſitated to take out a certificate from the office 


of admiralty, which ſhall contain a deſcription of their perſons and age, 


and be renewed only in caſe of the removal or death of any of the 


three, and the fee of office ſhall not exceed two ſhillings and fix- 


pence foreach perſon. But to avoid impoſition, one owner, (at leaſt) 


of each ſhip or veſſel, ſhal! make oath, that ſuch perſon, or perſons, is 
employed as maſter, mate, or carpenter, in the ſhip for which ſuch 
certificates are required, which ſhall be agreeable to the form in the 
ſchedule No. 7. And no veflel which is of a leſs burden than two 
hundred tons, merchants meaſurement, ſhall protect a carpenter, ex- 


XXIII. 


XXIII. Let it be obſerved, that the car- would be a conſiderable advantage to mer- 


8 protected, but in common with the ſeamen; claſs of people never yet experienced. 
y Wherefore, their being continually protected 
2 


Ix SrcTION XXIV. | 
And to the end that all ſeafaring perſons may be informed of the great 


encouragement they will meet with, by voluntarily entering to ſerve his 


ajeſty, and the diſadvantageous conſequences of refuſing to enter, or of 
attempting to ſecrete themſelves, when the ſtate has occaſion for their 


ſervice, be it enacted, that printed extracts, containing the ſubſtance 


of this bill, ſhall be ſent to the miniſter or church-wardens, and to the 
hief civil magiſtrate of every pariſh in Great Britain, who ſhall cauſe 


t to be read in their reſpective churches, on the Sunday falling neareſt 


o Chriſtmas, and at Eaſter, and at Whitſuntide ; and alſo cauſe it to 


be fixed up in ſome public part of each church. And in the ſaid ex- 
ra& it ſhall be declared, that at all times of neceſſity for ſeamen, and 
ſcafaring perſons, to ſerve in the royal navy, notice will be given, by 
a proclamation. in the London Gazette, and proper officers be ſent to 
all ſea- port towns to receive ſuch ſeamen, &c. who ſhall enter their 


um. D-. E B A T E S. = ; 


benters of merchant ſhips have never been chant ſhips, and an indulgence which that 


n names on proper liſts for that ſervice, give them tickets of leave for the 
11 Wpurpoſes expreſſed ſection XI. to pay them their conduCt money, and 
-. {Wire them to what port they muſt repair, in order to ſerve on board 


ſuch ſhips as the commanding officer there may appoint. 


N _ © SECTION XXV. | 5 4 
And all apprentices, who may be ſeafaring perſons, are hereby re- 
quired to give in their names to the neareſt regulating officer, within 
wenty-eight days after the expiration of their apprenticeſhip, if in 
Treat Britain; and if otherwiſe, within forty-eight hours after their 


arrival, whenever his Majeſty's proclamation for manning of the navy 
is in force. And if their ſervices be required in the royal navy, they 
ſhall repair to ſuch of the King's ports as the ſaid regulating officer 
ſhall direct: but if any ſuch ſeafaring perſon neglects ſo to do, he ſhall 
be apprehended as a fugitive mariner, and be liable to ſerve in the royal 


e 5 : 
he navy to long as the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty may appoint; 
*. Ind he ſhall not be entitled to any of the benefits, privileges, or advan- 
t) Pses ſet forth or provided in ſection VI. and ſection X. of this act. 

1s XXV. The ſzme reaſon might be given reaſon to ſay, that he has not had opportu· 
chor this ſection as for No. 12: but here they nity to offer himſelf as a volunteer. 
he ill have a fair warning, and no one can have | | Oe: 

_Y | SexcTion XXVI. 

And be it further enacted, that all fuch ſeamen, and ſeafaring men, 
7 in their reſpective claſſes and capacities, who ſhall, at the time of 


"I 
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| paſting this act, be actually in the pay, or retained for the ſervice of the 
royal navy, or who being beyond the feas, may be received into, or 
kept or retained for his Majeſty's naval fervice ; all fuch ſeamen or ſea- 
faring men ſhall be comprehended within the full intent and meaning 
of this act, and every part thereof and ſhall likewiſe be entitled; to all 
the benefits and advantages therein mentioned, and contained. | 
XVI. As many people have wiffed for a thedivifion of prize-money is the King's prero. 
more equal diſtribution of prize-money, than gative, and therefore a more equal diſtribution 
p preſent, and may expect to ſee ſuch'aclauſe than the preſent is not offered. 
in this bill; it is thought proper to obſerve that 
- Phe following clauſe was reſerved by Mr. Luttrell, in caſe the bil 
ſhonld, in the judgment or apprehenſion of Parliament be deemed in- 
admiſhble, unleſs the original powers hitherto aſſerted by virtue of 
the King's ' proclamation in council, for pfecipitantly manning the 
Reet, were to be ftill enforced upon certain great emergencies, by way 
of dernier reſort, if the propoſed bill ſhould, upon trial, not be found 
za all poſſible cafes, to be ſufficiently expeditious and effectual in it 
peratrons.” | 6 
Ee Provided alfo, and be it enacted, that nothing in this act ſhall exten 
or be conſtrued to extend to any time of a foreign invaſion of his Ma 
Jeſty's dommions of Great Britain or Ireland, or to any time of an ac 
tual civil rebellion, within the ſaid dominions of Great Britain or: Ire 
land, but that, in ſuch critical and alarming ſituations threatening de 
ſtruction to the preſent conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, all forme: 
s before exerciſed by virtue of the King's prerogative, with the 
advice of the privy evancil, or under the authority of Parliament, ma 
be then exerciſed in the fame manner as heretofore, any thing in thi 
act to the contrary notwithſtanding.” | 


tet . SCHEDULE. No. J. 
Form of 1 for ſeamen being diſcharged, whoſe term « 
fervice is cornpleted. VERS +, 


OS 20305839285 ee ——— 


e. 
HAVING ſerved the term appointed for ſeamen to ſerve in tl 
royal navy, by an act of Parliament, made in the ear ( 


the reign of his preſent Majeſty King George the Third, I deſire th 
T' may be diſcharged as the ſaid act directs. 

75 I am, Sir, your humble ſervant | A.! 
IT To the captain or commander of his Majeſty's ſhip the 


8àSutrobz. No. 2. tu 
The pay recommended for the petty officers of every denominatio! 
| -agrecable to ſec. No. 0. 
. | Appellati 


A . DEBATES. 
Appellatives, pO 


Maſter's mate _— "OO 5 


* 
* 


Servants 5 a - 4 


Officers — 8 = — — 


Sonor z. No. % 

Theſe are to certify the principal officers and commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's navy, that John, Smith hath taken the oath required to be 
alen by ſeamen, entering to ſerve in the royal fleet, purſuant to ag 
act made inthe year of the reigu of his preſent Majeſty 
King George the Third, entitled, <* An act for the more caſy and effec 
tual nn of che royal wN, &c.” and the fag John Smith 2 05 

1 


'2 0 
Midſhipmen | £ - "Mm 2 © © 
Captain's clerks - — - 2 0 
Quarter maſters - - - 3.18 © 
Quarter-maſter' s mates - - 5 1 3 

e. Boatſwain's mates - - - I 16 © 

rio il Yeomen of the ſheets - = 5 - 1 12 © 
Coxſwains - - - BER. 
Maſter ſail maker =— 8 > 1 16 
Sail maker's mates — - 1 10 6 
Sail maker's crew - - - 111 &: 
Gunner's mates - . - I 15 07 
Yeomen of the powder- room - I 12 © 
Quarter-gunners of the firſt and ſecond rates I 11 O 
Quarter-gunners of other rates - 111 & 
Arraourers - - - — 1 
Armourer's mates - - - 12 
Carpenter's mates =_— - - - 116 © 
Carpenter's crew in firſt and ſecond rates - — 1 11 6 
Carpenter's crew of other rates - "2 111 © 
Maſter at arms - - - — 116 © 
Corporals - - - - 1 12 © 
Surgeon's firſt mates FE 2 =... 3 $a 
Ditto ſecond mates — — 2 15 0 
Ditto third, fourth and fich mates - „ 
Ship's Rewards = - — 1  B 
Trumpeters -. - S* oY OR 
Able ſeamen - - -- $M 
Ordinary ſeamen - e 1 4 © 

m e Landmen 3 — — - 1 
Widow's men 33 - - I 10 © 

o 0 © 
9 © © 


— 


% 
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ceived three muſters on board of his Majeſty's the this 
1 err = > 
Given under our hands the day and date above written, 
oO $57 - X A. B. Captain. F 
pe ; C. D. Maſter. 
To be by John Smith indorſed. E. F. Boatſwain, 
G. H. Purſer, 


„ b SCHEDULE. No. 4. | — 
This 1s to certify the 5 — officers and commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jefty*s navy, that George Williams ſerved on board of his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Royal William, one year, three calendar months, and ten 
days, when he was turned over into his Majeſty's ſhip the Barfleur, 
(or diſcharged) the 20th day of May, 1780, and this certificate is given 
" purſuant to an act of parliament, made in the ſeventeenth year of the. 
zezgn of his preſent Majeſty King George the Third, entitled, An 
act for the more eaſy and effectual manning of the royal navy, &c. &c. 
. | . A. B. Captain. 
N. B. The quality wherein he has ſerved C. D. Maſter. ® 
is tobe mentioned after the name. E. F. Boatſwain. * 
IM a 5 | | SG. H. Purſer, wn 
The final diſcharge to be in the ſame form, only expreſſing the names, 
of each ſhip, and the particular time he may have ſerved in each ſhip, M** 
1 i SCHEDULE. No. 5. 4 
Form of certificate, by which ſeamen are to receive their penſions Way 


Theſe are to certify the principal officers and commiſſioners of his In 
Majeſty's navy, that A. B. a penſioner, by virtue ef an act ie ws 


hament, made in the year of the reign of his preſent Maje- 
I King Py the Third, is living, and at this time in the pariſh of 
- Witneſs our hands, this day of 177 


A. B. Miniſter, 
C. D. 1 or Church - warden. 
If in Scotland. Elder. 


— 


* 


2 063 SCHEDULE. No. 6. | 75 
Form of the oath to be taken by thoſe who have not ſerved his Ma 
jeſty any part of the term required by this act. 6 


= This deponent James Blank, voluntarily maketh oath, that he will 
- Faithfully ſerve his preſent Majeſty, King George the I hird, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors, 1 to an act of parliament made in the 

year of the reign of his ſaid Majeſty King George the Third, entitled, 
An act for the more eaſy and effectual manning of the royal navy, 
&e. &c.” to commence from his firſt muſter on board of any ſhip or 
veſſel in the Briaſh royal navy, where the lords commiſſioners of th: v. 

| ___ admiralyy 


A. 1777. DE TAT 28 4 
Wn admiralty ſhall appoint him to ſerve, againſt any of the open, AVOW= 
Ned, or declared enemies of Great-Britain, its crown and dignities, its 
religion, laws, and condition, (To be ſigned) JAMES BLANK: 
worn before me, on board his Majeſty's ſhip = 

this day of bs 5 

| A. B. Captain. 
C. D. Lieutenant. 


ind in the abſence of the captain, the lieutenant ſhall be empowered 


n. 


a- o adminiſter the above oath, which ſhall alſo be taken by every ordi- 
) * Wpary ſeaman, inſerting the term of FIVE years inſtead of three years, 
. and by every landman, inſerting the the term of s1x years. 

: Bat, 1 


: SCHEDULE. No. Ts 013-541 7 oy 
the Form of the certificate for "maſters, mates, and carpenters of mer- 
An chant ſhips and veſſels. 


Theſe are to certify whom they may. concern, that it appears to 
s, from the oath of an owner of the ſhip Ruby (burthen 200 tons) 
longing to London, that A. B. is now employed as the maſter 
mate) or (carpenter) of the ſaid ſhip Ruby, and while ſo employed, 
$ not to be interrupted by any perſon or perſons, raiſing men for his 

ajeſty's ſervice, agreeable to an act of parliament made in the 
ear af the reign of his preſent Majeſty King George the Third, en- 
tled An act for, the more eaſy and effectual manning of the royal 
s MWavy, &c. &c.“ Given under our hands and the ſeal of the office of 


nil miralty this day of 177 
ar- By command of their Lordſhips A. B.) . 
* G. H. Sec. or D. Sec. E. . Lords Commiſſioner, 
h of 0 * 5 . 


3 - SEREDULE. No. 9. 
orm of the certificate for apprentices, in merchant ſhips and veſſels. 


It having been made known to us, as well by the oaths of the par- 
s, within mentioned, as by this indenture, that A. B. is bound an 
prentice to C. D. for ſeven years, to learn the art of a, mariner, 
ing now under fourteen years of age, we require all perſons em- 
oyed to raiſe men for his Majeſty's ſervice, in no wiſe to moleſt, or 
terrupt the ſaid A. B. gooey the term of his apprenticeſhip, and while 


Nl ah : 3 f : ; 
in the layful purſuit of his {aid maſter's buſineis as a mariner. Given 


25 der our hands and the ſeal of the office of admiralty this 

intel orf FLO N 

avy, By command of their Lordſhips 8. F.) Lords commiſſioners. 
p of G. H. Sec. or D. Sec. E. F. be Ho 
bg vor. VII, G p. 8 


raltj 


i. * 5 | : 
P. S. The perquiſites exacted by the admiralty for protections, Ml 
Auring an impreſs, would, if this bill were to paſs, be thereby leſſened i 
in the amount of ſeveral thouſand pounds per annum. A conſideration, 


' fo many ſalutary and beneficial purpoſes. 


ments, wich one company of chaſſeurs, all profeſſed foldien, 
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which in ſome meaſure accounts for the real cauſe of that violent on 
fition, which the preſent miniſtry have ſhewn to a bill, calculat 1 for 


Adijjourned to the 13th. 


$ March 13. 
1 55 No debate. 
| March 14. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 1th. 
| March 17. 5 


Lord George Germaine, by his Majeſty's command, preſen 
ted to the Houle the following papers: | 


Tranſlation of a treaty between his Majeſty and the Margrave of 
of Birandenburgh Anſpach, concluded and figned at Anſbach the 
1/2 of February, 1777. : 

BE IT KNOWN to thoſe whom it may concern, that 
his Majeſty, the King of Great Britain, having thought pro- 
per to accept a corps of infantry of the troops of his moſt ſe. 
rene highneſs the reigning Margrave of Brandenburgh An. 
. Pach and Bayrenth, &c. &c. to be employed in the ſervice of 
_ Great Britain; the high contracting parties have given their 
orders for this purpoſe, to their reſpective miniſters : to wit, 
His Britannic Majeſty. to Colonel William Faucitt, captain * 
of the guards, and the moſt ſerene Margrave to his miniſter JE 
of ſtate, the Baron de Gemmingen, who after the exchange it 
of their reſpective full powers have agreed upon the follow ·¶ tr 
ing articles. Wt, an 
Article I. The moſt ſerene Margrave of Brandenburgb, © 
yields to his Britannic Majeſty a corps of infantry of One 
=? © thouſand two hundred men, which ſhall confift of two regi- 


according to the lifts annexed to the preſent treaty. Thi 
c—.1yrps ſhall be at the entire diſpoſal of the King of Great Br: 
- tain, provided they be not ſent to the Eaſt Indies. 

/ Article II. The moſt ſerene Margrave engages to equip 
- * this corps completely, ſo that they may be ready to march d 
the 28th of this month, at lateſt, or even ſooner, if it can be 
done. The ſaid corps ſhall paſs in review before his Britan: 
nic Majeſty's commiſſary, previous to their departure. 
| | WP N Artick 


A. 1777. %%% a 1 

Article III. Each regiment of infantry of this corps ſhall 
be furniſhed with two pieces of field artillery, together with 
the officers, gunners, and other men, and the train thereto 
belonging. | 

Article IV. The moſt ſerene Margrave engages to furniſh 
the recruits annually, neceffary for this corps, which ſhall be 
delivered to his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary, diſciplined 


and completely equipped. at the place of embarkation, at ſuch - 


time as his Majeſty ſhall appoint, in purſuance of the notice 


which ſhall be given thereof, four months before their de- 


parture. : : 70 
Article V. The King's ſervice, and the ſafety of the troops 


equally requiring that the commanding officers and ſubalterns 
ſhould be well ſkilled and perſect in the ſervice, his moſt ſe- 
rene highneſs will take due care in the choice of them. | 

Article VI, His moſt ſerene highneſs engages to put this 
corps in the-beſt ſtate that ſhall be poſſible, and none ſhall be 
admitted therein but men fit for campaign ſerviee, and ac- 
knowledged as ſuch by his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary. 

Article VII. This corps ſhall be provided with tents and 
all the neceſſary equipage, | | voi 

Article VIII. The King grants to this corps the ordinary 
and extraordinary pay, as well as all the advantages in forage, 
proviſions; &c. &c. which the royal troops enjoy ; and. the 
moſt ſerene Margrave engages, that he will permit this corps 
to enjoy all the emoluments of pay which his Britannic Ma- 
zeſty af Ra them; the fick and wounded of the ſaid corps, 
ſhall be taken care of in the King's hoſpitals, and ſhall be 
treated in this reſpe& as the troops of his Britannic Majefty, 
and the wounded, not in a condition to ſerve, ſhall be ſent to 
Europe, into their own country, at the King's expetice. _ 
Article IX, There ſhall be paid to his moſt ſerene highneſs, 
as leyy- money, for each foot ſoldier, thirty crowns banco, the 
crown computed at fifty-three ſols of Holland, and valued 
at four ſhillings and nine-pence three farthings Engliſh mo= 
ney, as well for the infantry as for the chaſſeurs and artillery ; 
one half of this levy-money {ſhall be paid in fix weeks after 
the ſignature of the treaty, and the other half in three 
months. The payment of this levy-money ſhall be made, 


MW nevertheleſs, on condition that thirty crowns banco ſhall be 


witheld for each ſoldier who, not on account of ſickneſs, ſhall 


be deficient in the ſaid corps, on the day of their embarka-' 


tion; which thirty crowns banco, ſhall; however, be paid as 


oon as the ſoldiers who were deficient, ſhall afterwards join 


their reſpective corps. 
P | 'G 2 | Article 


is 


— 


| 
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| Nat any 
* or company of this corps ſhould faffer any 
=_ - 


being on board the boats, in order to 


bruary 1777. 
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rticle X. If it ſhould happen that a one of the bat. 


very extra- 
dinary damage, whether in battle or fiege, or by any un. 
common contagious diſtemper, or by the loſs of any tranfſ- 
rt veſſel in the paſſage to America, his Rritannic Majeſty 
fi make good, in the moſt equitable manner, the los of 
ebfficers or ſoldiers, and defray the expence of the recruits 
fieceffaty for compleating the corps which ſhall have ſuftained 
T NINO 
Article XI. The moſt Serene Margrave reſerves to him- 
ſelf the nomination to the vacant offices, as well as the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice. His Britannic Majeſty, moreover, 
will cauſe orders to be given to the commander of the army, 
in which this corps ſhall ſerve, not to require from this corps 


any extraotdinary ſervice, or which may exceed their propor- 


tion with the reſt of the army. This corps ſhall take the 
oath of fidelity to his Britannic Majeſty, without detriment 
to 7 which they have taken to their ſovereign. AY 

Article XII. The pay ſhall commence ſeven days before 
the march of this corps of troops, and from the time of their 


Les the Mayne; 
ang abort charges ſhall be borns by is Hrikinnge Yu 


eee XIII. His Britannic Majeſty grants to his moſt 
ſerene highneſs the Lord Margrave, while this corps of troops 
ſhallbe'in his Majefty's pay, an annual ſubſidy of forty-five 
thouſand crowns banco, to be computed from the day of the 
ratification of this treaty, which fubſidy ſhall be continue 
three months after the return of the ſaid corps into the domi- 
nions of his moſt ſerene highneſs, and the troops ſhall enjoy 
the pay to the end of the month in which they ſhall be re- 
* in the territories of r 3 

Article XIV. This treaty ſhall be ratified by the high con- 
tracting parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be. ex- 
changed as ſoon as poſſible. „„ 5 
In keſtimony whereof, we, che underfigned, being furniſh- 
ed with the full powers of his Majeſty the King of Great 


Britain, on the one part, and of his moſt ſerene 47 the 


Lord Margrave of Brandenbugh on the other part, have fign- 
ed A treaty, and have dauſed the ſeals of our arms to 
be affix 


ed thereto. Done at Anſpach, this firſt day of Fe- 


* 


| WILLIAM FAvciTT. CARL ES de GENMMINOEx. 
. 8. Gs Eftabliſh- 


f. DE AY E 


Eſtabliſhment of the troops of his moſt ſerene highneſs the 
Margrave of Brandenburgh, &c. which are to enter into his 
Britannic Majeſty's ſervice. 


General eſtabliſhment of one regiment. 
ET ATT 
1 Colonel 
1 Major = 
1 Chaplain 
1 Auditor 
1 Quartermaſter 
1 Surgeon-major 
1 Drum-major 


2 Provoſts and ſervant 


7 Total of the Staff 


Eftabliſhment of the Colonels company. 


1 Colonel as captain 

I Captain-lieutenant 
2 Firſt heutenants 

. Serjeants 

1 Fourier 

1 Surgeon 

5 Corporals 

2 Drums in 

1 Fifer 

1 Servant for the tents 


95 Private 


— — 


114 


Eſtabliſnment of the Major's cOMpanye 
1 Major, as Captain 
2 Firſt lieutenants 
2 Second lieutenants, 
2 Serjeants 
1 Fourier 
I Surgeon 
5 Corporals 
2 Drums 
1 Fifer 
1 Servant for the tenfs 


95 Private 


— 


11 3 : Eftabliſh- 
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Eftabliſhment'of the three other companies. 

1 Captain | 
1 Firſt lieutenant 

2 Second lieutenants 

2 Serjeants 

I 4 ourier 

1 Surgeon 

5 Corporals 

2 Drums 

1 Fifer 

1 Servant for the tents 
95 Private 


112 f 

Total of the Colonel's company 144 
Ditto of the Major's company 119 
Ditto of three other companies 330 | 
Ditto of the ſtaff — — 15 1 


Total of the iſt regiment 570 
Total of the other regiment 570 


Total of the two regiments 1140 


One company of Chaſſeurs. 
1 Captain 
1 Firſt lieutenant 
2 Second lieutenants 
2 Serjeants 
1 Fourier 
1 Surgeon 
5 Corporals. 
87 Chaſſeurs 
1 Servant for the tents 


101 


AE-IITLLERSYT. 
1 Lieutenant 

4 Bombardiers 

30 Gunners 

8 Conductors 

1 Servant for the tents 2 


44 REC A. 


1 1777. D- E BAT E s. 
RE CAPITULATION. 
570 The firſt regiment 
570 The ſecond regiment 
10 The company of chaſſeurs 
44 Artillery 


1285 Sum total 


— — 


Tranſlation of the ulterior Convention between his Majeſiy and the 
| Hereditary Prince of Heſſe, concluded and figned at Hanau, the 
IOth of Feb. 1777. d 


HIS Majeſty the King of Great Britain having conſented, 
hat the troops of the moſt ſerene hereditary prince of Heſſe, 
now in his ſervice in America, ſhould be augmented with a 
orps of chaſſeurs; and his moſt Serene Highneſs, in conſe- 
quence of that perfect gratitude, and the reſpectful and un- 
limited attachment, with which he is devoted to his Majeſty, 
as well as through zeal for the intereſts and ſervice of that 
monarch, having with great alacrity charged himſelf with 
the care of raiſing and furniſhing ſuch a corps on his Ma- 
eſty's ſubſidy ; his miniſter plenipotentiary, colonel William 
Faucitt, and the miniſter and actual privy counſellor of the 
moſt ſerene hereditary prince of Heſſe, Frederick de Mal- 
ſbourg, being furniſhed with the requiſite full powers of 
aeir reſpective maſters, have agreed upon the following ar- 
ticles, - 

Article I, The moſt ſerene - hereditary prince of Heſſe 
engages, not only to form a corps of chaſſeurs, and to cauſe 
them to be properly armed, cloathed, diſciplined, and put in 
readineſs to march to the place ot deſtination, but alſo to 
cauſe ene company thereof, to march at the beginning of the 
next month, at lateſt ; and as his Britannic Majeſty has made 
known his defire, that this corps ſhould be extended to a 
greater number than that of one company which was offered; 
his moſt Serene Highneſs, animated with the defire of con- 
forming himſelf to his Majeſty's intentions, as far as it de- 
pends upon him, promiſes to uſe all his endeavours for ſuch 
augmentation, and to encreaſe the number as much as poſh- 
ble : and as the circumſtances will not yet allow of the ac- 
tual ſettling of the poſitive number, it 1s agreed previouſly 
A- to prepare the annexed ſtate, which ſhall conſtitute the baſis 


.promiſes moreover, that every thing already granted, or 
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and rule for all the other companies, of which it is hoped, I ſi 
four at leaſt may be provided, of 100 men each, ſo that the We" 
whole corps upon this ſuppoſition: will amount to 412 men, {W*c 
the ſtaff included. Meth 067 h Da 

Article II. This corps of chaſſeurs, the real number of 
which ſhall be fixed and ſettled at the time of their march, Ne 
ſhall be completely equipped by his moſt Serene Highneſs, 
and provided with every thing neceſſary to put them in rea- 
dineſs to march; and his Britannic Majeſty promiſes to take tir 
them into his pay, from the moment of the enliſting of each th; 
man-compoſing the ſaid corps, and to furniſh every thing ne- 
oeſſary, When they arrive at the place of their deſtination, 
for the tranſport of their equipage, and likewiſe proviſions, 
forage, ammunition, &c. &c. for their uſe, in the ſame man- 
ner, and upon the fame footing, as ſhall be, furniſhed to the 
Htffian chaſſrurs, which are on the Britiſh ſubſidy. And 
as the firength' of the ſaid corps cannot be aſcertained till they 
paſs in review before the King's commiſſary, which ſhall be 
done, as ſoon as they are complete, here at Hus, if poffible, 
or elſewhere, as the cirtumſtances may require; it is agreed 
that' an exact ſtate ſhall then be prepared of the ſtrength of 
the ſaid corps, which his Majeſty thall take upon ſubſidy, 
whatever may be their number, en whether for 
they conſiſt of four companies of more or leſs. In confor- 
mity to that ſtate, which ſhall be annexed to, and made part 
of the preſent treaty, the pay, ſubſidy, and levy-money for 
the ſaid corps, ſhalt alfo be regulated according to the num- 
ber of men of which it ſhall then be compoſed. „ 

Article III. The pay of the corps of chaſſeurs ſhall be 
higher than that which his Majeſty allows for the infantry e 
of Heſſe-Hanau, now in his ſervice ; it ſhall be equal to 


-- o 


that of the Heffian chaſſeurs, and conſequently 'in the ſame 
proportion as it was during the laſt war. And his Majeſty 


which ſhall hereafter be granted, for the ſaid Heſſian chaſ- 
ſeurs, ſhall be equally allowed to thoſe which the moſt ſerene 
Hereditary Prince ſhall furniſh by virtue of the prefent con- 

vention, 5 Z | 
Article IV. The faid pay ſhall commence forthwith : 
but, as, on the one hand, the number of men is not yet en- 
tirely collected, and, on the other, thoſe actually provided 
already receive pay from the moſt ſerene Hereditary Prince, 
it mall be re- imburſed to him, from the day of their en- 
gagement, for all thoſe who have enlifted into the ſaid corps, 
| ſince 
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ſince the 19th of January laſt; and in like manner, ſuch as 

are deficient ſhall not be paid for, but as they enliſt therein, 

according to the returns which ſhall be made with the utmoſt 

exactneſs, duly atteſted and certified. | 
Article V. This corps ſhall be compoſed only of chaſ- 


f = o 2 14 » 
by ſeurs by profeſſion, or good fuzilcers, all diſciplined, and 
n poſſeſſing the requiſite dexterity, And although it is impoſ- 


ſible to fix exactly the time in which this corps may be en- 
tirely completed, it ſhall not however be extended further 
than to the end of the month of April next; and his moſt 
erene Highneſs promiſes, that all poſſible diligence ſhall be 
ſed in order to aſſemble them, even before that period, if it 
an be done, and to cauſe them to march without delay for 
heir deſtination. | 


he Article VI. Every thing that has been agreed upon in 
nd {he treaty of the 5th of February, 1776, with regard to the 


egiment of Heſſe-Hanau, which is now in his Majefty's 
ervice, ſhall extend alſo to the new augmentation of a corps 
ff chaſſeurs. The ſubſidy ſhall be augmented in proportion, 
ed rom the day of the ſignature of the preſent convention, and 
of he advantages ranted by the 7th, gth, roth, ith and 12th 
ly, W'ticles of the — treaty, ſhall be likewiſe applied to this 
ler orps. Levy money, at 30 crowns banco, ſhall be paid by 
"r= Nis Majeſty for each chaſſeur; the crown to be computed at 
art Mfty- three ſols of Holland; one half of which levy- money 
for hall be paid in one month, and the other half in two months 
n- fter the ſignature of the preſent convention. 5 8 
Article VII. This ulterior convention ſhall be ratified by 
be Ihe high contracting parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall 
ry Pe exchanged as ſoon as poſſible. | 
to In teſtimony whereof,” we the underſigned being furniſhed 
ne Nrith the full powers of his majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
ty En the one part, and of his moſt ſerete highneſs the hereditary 
or Prince of Heſſe, on the other, have ſigned the preſent con- 
il Mention, and have ſet thereto the ſeals of our arms. 
ne Done at Hanau the 1oth of February, 1777. 


n- 
L. S. WILLIAM FAucirr. | 
n: L. S. FREDERICK Baron de MALMSBURx. 
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State of one battalion of chalfiure. 
STAF F. 


Lieutenant colonel is reckoned as head of his company 
Adjutant 
Auditor | 
Regimental quarter maſter | 
Surgeon major 
Armourer and his aſſiſtant | 
x Servant for the waggon with the military cheſt 
4 Servants for the carriages of the 4 companies 


1 Provoſt 
12 | N 
— Firſt Company. 0 
2 Lieutenant colonel, as captain, and his ſervant N 
2 Captain lieutenant and his ſervant ] 
2 Firſt lieutenant and his ſervant De 
2 Second lieutenant and his ſervant 7 
1 Serjeant major t 
1 Serjeant 
1 Fourrier Dif 
1 Maſter of arms ey 
6 Corporals . | 'r 
1 Surgeon, t] 
3 French horns | | m 
78 Chaſſeurs | itt 
100 Men ; 
— Second Company, roj 
2 Captain and his ſervant fo 
2 Firſt lieutenant and his ſervant 
2 Second lieutenant and his ſervant ot; 
1 Serjeant mejor | 0 
I Serjeant | x 
1 Fourier - | Z 
1 Maſter of arms | da 
6 Corporals 5 
1 Surgeon Y | 50 
5 French horns | * 
80 Chaſſeurs 0 | N. 
WY 30 
rope 
100 Men «4 


100 Third company 


200 Carried over 


200 Brought over | 
100 Fourth company 

100 The colonel's company 

12 The ſtaff 


— — 


412 Men 


— — —— 


ſtimate of the charge of the additional corps of foreign troops in the 
pay of Great Britain, purſuant to trcatics for the year 1777. . 


No. Pay, Sc. Total. 
Pay of a regiment of Heſſian 4 „„ 


chaſſeurs, for 365 days, from 


25th Dec. 1776, to 24th | | 
Dec. 1777, both incluſive 1067 27328 19 103 
Deduft, voted for two com- 

panies of the ſaid corps for 

the year 1777 2602 40 T.21 


ifference to be made good 805 23007 10 112 
evy money for 626 chaſ- 1 
ſeurs à pied, at the rate of 

thirty Banco crowns each 

man | 4518 18 9 
itto for 179 chaſſeurs, 3 

cheval, at the rate of 45 


banco crowns each 1938 4 81 Gy 
roportional ſubſidy for ditto . 
for the ſame time 7263 1 Z 


otal for Heſſian chaſſeurs | . | 
for the year 1977 36728 11 804 8 
ay of a regiment of chaſ- | | 

ſeurs of Hanau for 318 = 

days, from 10th Feb. 1777, TG 

to 24th Dec. following, 


both incluſive 4x2 10114 7105 
evy money for 412 men, at 

30 banco crowns each 2974 2 68 
roportional ſubſidy for dit- 1 . 

to, for the ſame time 3238 19 9 


—— 16326 10 1 


—ͤ————— > ern a 


Carried over 1217 53055 1 19 ö 


54 


” > 


Brought over 


Pay of the troops of the Mar- 


' grave of Brandenbourg, 
Anſpach, &c. for 307 days, 
from 21ſt Feb. 1777, to 
24th Dec. following, both 
incluſive | 

Artillery to ditto 

Levy money for 1285 men, 
at 30 banco crowns each 

Subſidy for ditto, at the rate 

of 46, ooo banco crowns per 
annum, for 327 days, from 
if Feb. 1777, to 24th 
4 following, both inclu- 
ve 


Total for the year 1777 
Deficiencies to be made g 
for the year 1776, viz. 


PARLIAME 


NTARY 


No. | Pay, c. 


1217 


1241 19495 
44 1115 


9276 


"Ro © 


160 4 


Encreaſed pay of one compa- 
1 


ny of Heſſian chaſſeurs for 
328 days, from 1ft Feb, 


1776, to 24th Dec. following 1177 


Ditto for one company, for 
293 days, from 7th March, 
1776, to 24th Dec. fol- 

lowing 

The pay of the additionals to 

| 3 chaſſeurs, for 14 
ays, from 11th Dec. 1776, 
to 24th Dec. following, 
both incluſive 

Proportional ſubſidy for the 
above additionals for the 
fame time | 


Total 


1052 


rr 


— 


2502 


Wan-OrFice, 17th March, 1777. 
| BARRINGTON, 


A. 1771.08 


Total. 
L. 6. 4. 
33055 1 10 
C 
39888 2 4 
92643 4 2 
qu 
b 
F 
nu 
H 
me 
hit 
Ne 
3390 38. 4b 
96934 2 6 


„ fr 2777s DEBATE 8s. 5% 
. March 18. . ö 
private buſineſs. Adjourned to March 21. 1 4 
| March 21. 2 
In committee. Reſolved to grant the ſum in the eftimate af the ⁵⁶ 
charge of foreign troops in page 53 and 54. MT TY 2 
Nemec to March 24. * 5 i OY il 
we | March 24, 
Reſolutions reported and agreed tp. 
March 25. 
No debate, 
March 26. 
Private buſineſs, 
. Ti March 27, 
A Bills paſſed. Adjourned to April 8. { 
X | : + "4 2 il 
April 8. „ 
Private buſineſs. | 57 


Lord North delivered the following meſſage from his Majeſty, | 
GEORGE R. 


It gives his Majeſty much concern, to find himſelf: obliged: to; age 
quaint the Houſe of Commons with the difficulties he labours — 
by reaſon of debts. incurred by the expences of his houſhald and e 
his civil government; which, being computed on the fifth day of Ja 
mary laſt, do amount to more than fix hundred thouſand: pound. 
His Majeſty relies. on the loyalty and affection of his faithful Cemę- 


— 


. 
P * * 
" 
— ¶ !] ˙ wm 7 — 
— — 2 — oe — — 
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mons, of which he has received ſo many ſignal proofs, for enabling; 
him to diſcharge this debt; and that they will, at the ſame ti 
make ſome further proviſion, for the better ſupport of his Majeſty'si 


A bouſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown. G. K. 


, 


* 


The editor of this work has been favoured with the following paper, 


| Before the Revolution, the whole revenue of the kingdom, was 

called the revenue of the crown; and the King diſpoſed of it as he 
| pleaſed. Charles II. and James II. embezzled immenſe ſums. To 
rent ſuch abuſes in future, the Commons - reſolved, - on the 26th 
| February, 1689, that the revenue was expired by the vacancy of 
| the throne, and did not devolve on their Majeſties king William III. 
and queen Mary. The King's income for the year 1689, was ſettled 


W at 600,000]. to be paid out of the public revenue. Next year, the 
W hereditary exciſe was ſettled upon the King for life, with a clauſe to 


| make it a ſecurity for 2 50, oool. And the cuſtoms were ſettled upon 
the King, at the ſame time, for four years ; with a clauſe to make 
them a ſecurity for 500, oool. But theſe duties did not produce 
what they were laid at. In 1698 a further ſubſidy of tonnage and 
= poundage was laid; and theſe were all ſettled on the King for life, at 

| 700,000. per annum. The ſame was continued to queen Anne, In 141 3, 

| the Queen being in debt, ſhe was' empowered to appoint, by letters 

patent, the ſum of 35, oool. to be iſſued out of the civil-liſt reve- 
nues for thirty-two years, to ſuch perſon or perſons, as ſhould ad- 
vance the ſum of 500,000. for paying off the debts of the civil lift, 
In 1715, the ſum of 120,000]. per annum, was added to the civil-liſt 
revenue, during the life of George I. upon condition, that if the 
whole civil-lift revenue with this addition, produced leſs than 700,000. 
yearly, the deficiency ſhould be mad good by Parliament ; but if it 
produced more, the ſurplus ſhould go to the >SETCgAte fund, which 
was this year eſtabliſhed. In 1720, the civil lift being greatly in 
arrear, the Royal and London aſſurance companies, agreed to give the 
ing 600,000]. for letters of incorporation. They paid 300,000). 
but were excuſed paying the remainder, by an act paſſed the next 


dbemicd” bythe crown, and to deduct fix-pence in the pound upon all 
| ons, ſalaries, &c. for the payment of that intereſt. The civil 
be continuing in arrear, the King was enabled, in 1725, to borrow 


one million by exchequer bills, &c. at three per cent, upon the cre- 


Ao che civil-liſt revenues, and ſixpenny deduction, till re- pay- 


ia 1727, to ſupply the King with Foo, oool. to diſcharge the ci- 

vil-liſt debts. - Next _ (1726) the million raiſed by exchequer 

bills, . was repaid by a lottery, and the fixpenny deduction was 

made perpetual. | 

Jpon the acceſſion of George Il. the civil liſt was encreaſed to 

bool. per annum, for his life, and if it ever fell ſhort of that ſum, 
4 the 


— 
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gar, enabling the King to borrow 500, oool. at five per cent, till re- 


ment of the — 2 This was to redeem the 500, oool. borrowed 
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che deficiency to be made good by Parliament; but no mention was 
made of any ſurplus, if any ſhould happen. 

George III. upon his acceſſion, ſolicited a clear, net, yearly income 
of 800, Oool. in Iieu of the civil liſt revenues. This was the plan of 
his father; who, in a paper delivered to the oppoſition by the preſent 
Lord Le D. &c. ſays, His Royal Highneſs farther promiſes to ac- 
« cept of no more than 800,000l. for his civil liſt, by way of rent 
« charge.” However, on the 28th of February, 1769, his preſent Ma- 
jeſty requeſted, by meſſage to Parliament, a ſum for the payment of 
his debts ; and in compliance, 513,5111. was granted. The meſſage 
of this day is the ſecond application. But it is a queſtion of ſome mo- 
ment upon this occaſion, What ſum is the royal income at this 
« time?“ It is almoſt impoſſible to tate it, in every part, with preci- 
ſion: yet an eſtimate has been made; and it is preſumed, with tole- 


nor egregious miſtake, 
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Revenue of Hanover, when the eſtabliſhment, &c. is paid, brings 
in clear, at leaſt | | 


A ww = „ CC „ 
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t Foal pits at Louiſburgh | | — 12,000. 2 
Entereſt of debts due to the late king 18860 5 
1 (If miniſters think this ſum too much, will they ſhew the cor- N 
1 1 . - 

reſpondence with the court of Saxony only, for a little time 

a9 betore the death of the Princeſs of Wales ?] | | 

d | 

r 


— 
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able accuracy. However, not to vouch for authenticity, where no 
reaſonable man can expect it, it will be ſufficient, if there is no capital | 


ornwall, after paying the lord warden's court, &c. produces, at leaſt 70, ooo 
Four and a half per cent in the Weſt Indies — | 50, 0 


— 


3 — * — 
— — 


Ireland — 90, 0 || 
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Here are = few other particulars, er contra, which deſerve notice 

The quit my North Americs areloft, at leaſt for the ptefeni 3 
were about ; . 


out | 2 2 anaum 
| ſeveral royalties, manorial rights, &c. enjayed by former 
© Kitgs'6f England, and till lately collected under different names 
mn North America, all loſt. 885 | | 


; Kh, four and 4 hal per cent duty in North America, alſo loſt, 
The 


- r6ckoned; the Biſhop of Oſnaburg being maintained out of his 
den revenues. . However, being all very young, except the 
Printe of Wales, their expences cannot be confiderabte. 


on the other hand, it isequally worthy of attention, 
That by the death of the Princeſs of Wales 8 
the civil liſt of per annum 
That by the deaths of the Dukes of York and Cumberland, Prince 
S; nick and Princeſs Louiſa =; | 
By the marriages of the Princeſſes Auguſta and Matilda. 
458 nary having ſomething out of the civil iſt ; put the whole 
on 
— of ſome of their domeſtics, the number of which is 
annually decreaſing, be thought worth mentioning, the gain 
by the intereſt of the faving, ready money left, jewels, &c. &c. 
may be put as no very improper equivalent. EE 
| In the charges upon the civil liſt, muſt not be included ſome of 
| © rhe great departments, ſuch as admiralty, treaſurer of the navy, 
Sc. &c. they being paid out of the ſeveral expences of thoſe 
departments, voted by Parliament; nor of the boards, and 
- other officers of the revenue, as cuſtoms, exciſe, ſtamps, &c. 
they being all paid out of their own receipts. And the penſions, 
Sr. upon the revenue of Scotland, are paid'in Scotland, before 
that revenue is remitted to England. 5 
The affair of Somerſet-houſe ko, re gain of about 
The —_— from the eaſtern princes are not under - rated at one 
milnon ſterling. But if miniſters are inclined to diſpute it, 


*. 


will they ſnew what have been the preſents from the Nabob of 


Arcot ozly? 
Taking a ſummary of the whole, and making and allowing every 
neceſſary conſide ration, on both ſides, it may be preſumed, that 


the royal income has, fince the acceflion of his preſent Majeſty, 


been communibus annis 

At the ſame rime it is not improper to remark, that whatever may 
be the ſum of his Majeſty's debts, the majority of his creditors 
are the majority in the two Houſes of Parliament. Perhaps, at 
leaſt, half a million is due to thoſe who vote it. 


enercafed. family of eleven children; but ten only ought'to be 
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9 
Per dunam 15. 000 


50, O00 
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1,000,000 


1, 490,000 
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An Account of the Payments of hie Majefty's Civil Government, and for the ſuppport nc of his 1 


diſtinguiſhing þ year, and the ſev 


In the year ended 
At the exchequer. ; Sth Jan. 1777» | 5th Jan. 1771 5t 
bs Lo 3. d. 7 3. | 
To her Majeſty the Queen g00co © © | 5000 © o | 5c 
To the Princeſs Dowager of Wales | I0000 © © | 10000 o o 2 
To the Prince of Wales and Biſhop of Oſnaburgh o © © oO o 1 
More for extraordinaries — o © o 4 91443 
For Prince William Henry and Prince Edward © Oo © oO © o 
More for extraordinaries — — 9 © © @ 0 O 
To the Duke of Cumberland g000 © © gooo © o 0 
For the late Queen's ſervants — 5661 19 21] 2275 16 $ 2 
For = = 3 Dowager 6 Wales's ſervants o © oo 0 o o þ 
To the cofferer of his Majeſty's houſhold — { c I; 2 1934 16 50 18 101 
To the treaſurer of the chamber — 100686 2 — 2 19 . 18 3 6c 
: To the maſter of his Majeſty's great wardrobe 32422 2 .1 | 16270 19 188 56 13 2 j 27 
| To the maſter of the robes — — 6731 1x 74 2938 9 4253 2 73] 3 
To the maſter of the horſe for extraordinaries of the ſta- 
bles | — — 24000 © © | 13000 o 13000 © © | 7: 
To the paymaſter of his Majeſty's works 55020 5 of] 36082 7 31953 16 74] 4: 
To foreign miniſters, on their ordinary and extraordinary 
allowances — — 163530 0 44] 61022 1 3 70886 8 23] 96 
For fees and ſalaries — 171618 6 51] 93525 3 7610269 6 11 [10] 
For penſions and annuities at the exchequer 64735 © 1 288 58 2 10 28302 10 114] 30 
For ditto, payable by Lord Viſcount Gage — 99360 12 360346 8 © 44683 18 5 | 57 
To ſundry perſons, as bis Majeſty's free gift and royal 
bounty | — 6766 4 31] 3786 7 64 3106 12 63 
To the band of gentlemen penſioners — 1050 © © | 4500 © off 45 © o | &< 
To Richard Shadwell, Eſq. for ſecret ſervice by his Ma- - | =: 
jeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate — 0 Oo © o Oo © o © © 
To his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ftate for ſecret ſervice 9oo © © | 6750 o off 10277 9 51 5 
To Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. for ditto 42000 © © | 26000 © off 16000 © © | 12 
To Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq. for ditto — — 4000 0 © 3000 © o 0 Oo o 
To John Robinſon, Eſq. for ditto — 0 © o o Oo ol 11000 © © | 21 
To Milward Rowe, Eſq. for ditto — — 0 Oo © 0 © 3 
To the ſecretary of the poſt office, for ditto—— 16085 8 o | 5883 14 of 849410 o | 7 
For his Majeſty's privy purſe. — — 48 © © | 44000 © off 48000 o © | 44 
For jewels, or preſents in lieu thereof, to miniſters from : 
abroad — 4343 6 ] 1629 15 of 1637 17 o 
To his Majeſty's goldſmith for plate — 14872 13 2 3595 3 5 1115 10 © | T1 
for contingences of divers natures _— 131204 T 9 | 941 o A 107591 4 111 8 
1265104 16 2 [692595 4 4 [767033 17 1824 
At the exciſe office, 
. To the Princeſs Dowager of Wales — 10000 © © | 10000 © © | 10000 © © 
| To the Princeſs Amelia — 6 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 1: 
# At the poſt office. : 
To the Princeſs Dowager of Wales — 40000 © © | 4000 © © | 40000 © o 
| At the alienation office, 
For the charge of Hanaper in the court of chancery 2000 © © | 2000 © o | 2000 © © | 2 
| 756595 4 4 [$31033 17 01835 


n —— 


1329704 16 1 


| 


: 
—— 


— a 


| There remained in caſh inthe exchequer, on the Arn of January, 1777 — 
Beſides which ſum, there remains to be replaced to the Civil Lift, to make good payments purſuant to a 
| To William Bowyer, Eſq. — — 
ohn Hattſell, Eſq. — — 


r. Edward Moore — — 


Kenton Couſe, Eſq. to complete the repairs, &c. of the King's · bench 


* 


For anſwering the payments for his Majeſty's Civil Lift, 
There remained in the exchequer on the 5th of January, 1769 — 
Granted out of the ſupplies for the year 1769, te replace money paid purſuant to addreſſe: 


More granted out of ditto, to diſcharge the debts owing upon the civil lift, on the 5th of 
The annuity of 800,000, for 8 years, from the 5th of Jayuary, 2769, to the gth of Jan 


* 


ce of his Houſhold and Royol Family, freak ** * Day of 7 — rH to the 0 day of Ja, 1777, 


d the ſeveral heads of expence. | 5 


* 
_— 


— * 


172. | sth Jan. 1773. | sik Jan. 154. | 5th Jane 1225. $th Jan. 1776. 5th Jan. 1777. | Totals, 
FO # of 3. d. 4. 3. d. Lo 4. d. Lo 3. 5 + - Ss d. | . Fo d. 
o „ 37500 © © | 50000 © © | 50000 © o | 400000 o o 
0 2500 © © o of o O © 9 0 © 6 0 06 32500 0 0 
o 7346 10 O gut 2 6 5509 17 6 7346 10 © 7346 10 O 40405 15 © 
94] 3132 8 9 | 3041 12 33} 2629 2 9 | 2532 5 33| 3434 6 9 | 1715012 74 
o 278 15 o 1393 15 © 836 5 © | 1115 © © 1210-0 0 4733 15 © 
o 0-0 © 913 2 6 833 19 114] 1076 9 10 1046 12 64 3870 4 94 
o gooo o o | 11250 © 0 6750 o © 9000 © © goco o © | 72000 © © "i 
$ 2219 13 8 2208 7 114]. 2631 12 2 2604 6 4 1953 19 51] 22595 12 10k "5 
o 5178 1 114] 15509 11 44] 14537 16 2 | 23513 8 11 | 13311 10 9 72050 9 2 
34101103 12 3 89008 4 441 117772 11 10% 76806 17 64 91421 2 74] 833615 6 2 
5 | 60161 19 4 | 47481 9 3 | $5821 13 2 | 50521 15 31 438311 12 14] 469045 10 ofZ 
2 17752 13 2 | 12531 17 6 | 19453 14 11 | 12561 3 10 | 11465 6 4 | 141314 10 2 
74 3156 13 81 ny 6 © 4158 14 6 3967 13 ot] 3715 5 14] 31768 15 rot 
o | 13000 © o 14000 o © | 170co0 o o | 18000 © © 15000 © © | 127006 © © 
74 45729 3 34] 53398 6 104 42024 14 5 32136 18 67] 33398 2 6 | 334798 14 8 
24] 96805 18 1 66405 19 5 | 60629 8 o [101720 2 4] 56854 1 6 | 677903 19 114 
11 101083 13 14114479 19 7 107972 17 91125466 11 6 [107406 13 6 | 940822 12 6 
114] 30977 19 234] 28779 17 24] 23825 6 32 35707 17 7 | 28150 15 64 269137 9 9+ 
5 | 57739 3 11 | 42099 5 3 | 40465 17 3 | 53750 16 4 | 39846 7 | 433292 8 © 
6 5540 © © 3390 © © 7376 O © 7749 10 © | 10300 © 58514 14 3 
O 6000 o o 4500 © © 6000 © © 60 © © 4500 © © 46500 © © _, 
0 © Oo © 5278 10 6 0 Oo © o o of 0 © © 5278 10 6 
51 9622 11200] 7067 o 24] 9000 o © | 11250 © © ooo © © 71967 0 74 
O 12000 © © 14000 © © | 21000 © © {| 23000 © © 17000 0 © 171000 © C 
o oO Oo o 0 Oo © © Oo oO oO Oo o o 0 © 12000 © © 
o | 21000 0 © | 24000 © © | 25000 © © 11000 © © | 22000 © © | 1140co © © 
o 0 Oo o oO Oo © oO Oo © o Oo © 3 4000 © 0 
o | 7642 4 6 | 6828 16 ] 7993 7 6 | 7249 6 6263 9 o | 6035015 © 
o | 44200 © © | 52000 © © o o | 48000 o © _ 
o 5 © o 5 o 6 2047 6 o 364 12 © 1414 11 © | 11457 7 - 
0 116 9 12 4 2104 19 1180 3 2830 14 9 5789 17 1 4323 17 
111 90733 7 11%] $2776 5 14 $1586 4 $31 83066 19 64124082 13 74 775220 18 5 
02: 824394 2 14784537 8 54769536 17 34 808208 18 85771127 16 of 6682539 0 14 
o 0 © © o © o o 0 © . <2 o 0.0 30000 © © 
o | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © g6000 0 © 
o 9 1 0 0 © © 0 © © 09 0f © 0 © | 120000 9 © 
o 2000 © © 2000 © © | 2000 o o 2000 o © „ 
40838394 2 14798537 3 541783536 7 34822208 18 $X| 785127 x6 0416944539 0 1+ 
2 


— : — — | 35640 12 
ant to addrefles, viz. | | 
— — 600 © © I 
— — 1200 © © | 
's- bench priſon — 6260 2 © | | 
— 12060 2.0 4 
— 1 
6992239 14 4 
addreſſes — — 15000 © © | 
| 78728 14 34 | » 8 
e 5th of Jauuary, 1769 — — 6553805 oO © - . 


EW anuary, 1777, amounts to — ene © © 
RIO | — 6932239 24 1 


MICE 


= 5 


Account of all che Civil Lift Expences which incurred and became due between the th day of January, 17 
uſe, diſtinguiſhing each year, including the ſums paid by the ſeveral receivers of the 


EX 


2 In the yearended | | 
th Jan. 1770. | 5th Jan. 1771. | 5th Jan. 1772. | 5 
| £ „ 4. d. 4 . 4. d. £ . fo 4 
To her majeſty the Queen | - $0000 © © | Ho © o 50000 O © | «© 
Their R. H. the Prince of Wales and Biſhop of Oſnaburgh o © © o 0 o | $5509 17 6 
{ore for extraordinary expences D--0 @:; o Oo © 3073 10 44 
Their R. H. Prince William Henry and Prince Edward » 0 © ©: 0 © 8 © © 
More for extraordinary expences © Oo © 9 0 0 0 0 
His royal highneſs the Duke bf Cumberland gooo o © | 9000 © © go00 o © 
Her royal highneis the Princeſs Amelia 12000 © © | 2000 © © | 12000 0 © | 1 
Her royal highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales 60000 © © | E000 © © | 60 O © 
| Penfions to the late ſervants to ditto e % i @ 0 0 2 © © | 2 
IF Penſions to the late * ſervants 3120 10 5 2969 8 7 2930 15 10 
Foreign miniſters on their ordinary and extraordinary al- 
allownces — 85935 13 79990 17 1 | 93143 7 829 
Fees and ſalaries at the exchequer 115669 14 7$| 115763 14 114118188 15 24/11 
Penfions and annuities payable there 36087 15 34] 34535 18 41 34714 12 8 | 3 
The band of gentlemen penſioners 6000 © © 6000 o o 6000 o Oo] 6 
Secretaries of ſtate for ſecret ſervice ' oO © 5000 © © 1 8967 724 
R. Shadwell, Eſq. for ſecret ſervice by ſecretaries of ſtate o Oo © 0 © © o O © 
Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. for ſecret ſervice 42000 © © | 26000 © © | 16000 © © | n: 
Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq. ditto 4000 © © 8000 © o oO o © 
ohn Robinſon, Eſq. ditto o © © 0 @ @ + 11000.-0 © | 2: 
ilward Rowe, Eſq. ditto o © © 4000 © © 0.0.0 
Secret ſervice by the ſecretary of the poſt office 6723 12 © 723 12 © 6723 12 © 
His Majeſty's privy purſe | 8000 © © 0 © | 4%900 o © | 4+ 
Sundry perſons as his Majeſty's free gift and royal bounty 6766 4 31] 38786 7 6 $106 12 © : 
Jewels, or preſents in lieu thereof, to miniſters from abroad 4343 6-0 1629 15 © 1637 17 © 
Contingencies of divers natures | 126461 13 $7422 12 11 [110243 3 94 8 
Expences in the office of cofferer of his Majeſty's houſhold 992660 7 84] 99854 8 740114455 19 10 | 11: 
Ditto of the treaſurer of the chamber 56998 14 4 713 7 7 63840 10 9 | 61 
Ditto of the maſter of the great wardrobe 14529 15 6 | 18420 12 © | 23774 8 3 | 19 
Ditto of the maſter of the robes 3700 10 2 $140 Ix oft] 4428 o 5 7 
Ditto of the paymaſter of the works 36598 13 54] 37814 14 4 | 42704 8 7 62 
Ditto of the maſter of the horſe to his Majeſty 14295 16 74 15845 15 64] 14991 3 104] 15 
Ditto of the maſter of his Majefty's jewel office 6823 17 2 Jobs 18 0 | 107507 9 2 3 
Penſions payable by Lord Viſcount Gage 59599 7 | 61063 18 7 | 58730 19 4. | 56 
Charge of the hanaper in the court of chancery 2000 © © | $000 © © | 2000 © © | 2 
18916 2 371638 12 40872 6488 
Out of the revenue of the duchy of Cornwall. ets 5 7 W ; „ 
To Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq. for his Majeſty's ſpecial ſervice 11000 © © 14000 0 © 0-0-0 
To = Robinſon, Eſq. for ditto 0 © © LS: 8700 0 © | 13 
To Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. for ditto © 0 © Us o © © 
Revenue of Gibraltar, 13 
To Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. for ditto 2144 8 44 1059 7 6 0 Oo © 
To John Robinſon, Eſq. for ditto oO © © | & © © 914 8 2 
Late King's arrears. a 
To Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. for ditto 1149 6 1 o © © 63 
Money paid by Charles Hamilton, Eſq. from Guadaloupe. | 
To ditto for ditto 133 13 os] 0 0 © 0. © 
. per cent. | 
To ditto for his Majeſty's ſecret ſervice © © © | & © & ©: 4913 3:6 
To ditto for his Majeſty's ſpecial ſervice 14742 5 o | $477 15 © | 4213 5 6 6 
To Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq. ditto — 0 Oo © 
To Sir William Breton, ditto — o © © 1219- $. © 0 Oo © 
To John Robinſon, Eſq. ditto — 0 © © 0 & © 7275 1 0 
Virginia quit- rents. | 
To Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq. ditto — 4240 0 0 | 1048 o of . 
To John Robinſon, Eſq. ditto — © O ® 0 © © | 10000 © of 5 
To Oſgood Hanbury, Eſq. ditto — e 10 ³ o © © | 
To Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. ditto — % © o Oo © 
Nova Scotia quit-rerits. 1 
To John Robinſon, Eſq. ditto — e o o 0 © 0 © © 
Sale of lands in Georgia, 
To ditto for ditto — oO © © o © © . "0-0: 6 
Caſual revenue of Barbadoes, 
To ditto for ditto — — — o Oo © "Ee o 0 © 
| Georgia quit-rents. | | 
To ditto for his Majeſty 's ſecret ſervice - 0.0: @4 t-::0 00 o 0 © 
| | _ 952375 14 ige se 4 811976288 12 240910 


FI 


— 


wary, 1769, and the ith day of January, 17775 according to the eſtabliſhments and other appointment then in 
of the extra revenues within the ſame time for his Majeſty's ſecret and ſpecial ſervice. 


772. 5th Jan, 1773. 55 Jan. 1774. | 5th Jan. 1775. | 5th Jan. 1776. | 5th Jan. 1777- | Totals. 3 
d. (. „„ d'| „ EE SS SERES „ . 
) © Sooo © © | 50000 © © | Soo © © | Soõ, © © | 50000 G © | 40 o & 
0 7346 10 © | 7546 10 o | 7346 10 ] 7346 10 O 7346 10 o | 42242 7 6 
> 44] 3274 13 73] 3017 17 8 | 2564 o 72] 2599 7 34] 3555 14 64] 218076 4 2 
80 557 10 © 1115 0 © 1115 0 © 1115 © © 1116, 0 © 5017 10 © 
0 172 10 64 911 14 94] 876 3 9 1072 18 7 1115 13 94 4149 1 5 
3 g000 © © 90 O © goco o © gc00 © © g000 © © 72000 © © 
00 | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © © | 12000 © o 96000 o © 
= © @-'0 0-0 © 69 © &: & 0 0:0 1580000 © © 
00 | 20735 12 10 | 19085 9 2 | 18678 15 1o | 17311 6 103] 15865 5 4 91676 10 of 
10 3014 19 2 2631 12 2 2604 6 4 2555 $5 11 2475 7 6 22302 6 © 
$L] 92576 1 104] 78127 8 12} 76936 7 14] 78506 8 72 76974 8 3 662190 12 ä 
241118610 1 82 191357 18 [120937 17 52 1202 52 12 82119748 4 24 950528 2 7 
8 30930 2 gf] 30755 16 742] 33179 1 7 | 34891 16 1 | 38013 3 8 | 273158 7 
© | Gooco © © 6000 o © 6000 o o 6000 o © 6boco © © 48000 © ©' 
73] gooe o © 9000 © © 9000 © © go000 © © go © o 71969 o 71 
© 0 © © 5278 10 6 0 © 0 & A» 0 o © 5278 10 6 
O | 12000 © © | 14000 © © | 21000 © © | 23000 © © | 17000 © © 171000 © © : 
0 oO © © 89 & © 89 © 0 © © 0 © 12000 © ©- 
oO | 21000 © © | 24000 © © | 25800 © © | oc © © |} 22000 © © |] 114000 © © 
0 1 9 0 0 0 © -© © © 4 o © © 4000 © © 
© 7642 4 6 | 6828 16 © 7993 7 6 7249 6 © 6293 9 0 6147 19 © 
© 48000 © © | 48000 o © | 48000 © © | 48000 © © | 48000 0 o | 3 © © 0 
6 5540 © © 3590 0 0 7376 o o 7749 10 © | 10300 © © 58514 14 34 
o 0.0 © 0-0 © 2047 6 © 384 12 0 1414 11 © 11457 7 © 
94] 87561 7 5] $7416 14 $I] $3850 9 47 88148 8 92179616 17 51] 790721 7 54 
10 113262 19 101116547 18 24118357 10 24115630 11 2 [117490 15 7 894860 11 2 
9 | 61844 16 44 60984 8 2x | 59816 2 8 | 62552 12 2 | 63512 14 5 489263 6 6 
3 | 19738 12 5 | 19453 14 11 | 17202 10 5 [14309 6 10 | 18838 9 8 146267 10 0 
5 3538 2 10 3956 o 83] 3967 13 oz 3715 $ 7 4043 15 ol] 31539 18 6 
74| 62596 5 43] 59354 3 0 | 59367 © 115] 42399 18 52] 46781 5 7 | 3786016 10 14 
104] 15904 7 8 | 16112 3 4 | 17907 3 72 14575 18 74] 15122 2 2 | 124754 11 353 
2 3304 74 6 | 2946 9 4 / 5193 6 5 | 3035 19 10-1 2017 4 © | 37594 18 5 
4. 56420 1 4 | 53976 © 10 54137 19 4 | 53878 6 8 | 55101 12 [452903 16 
o | 2000 © o | 2000 © © | 2000 © © | 2000 © © 2000 © © 16000 © © 
"62 [883671 14 10487593 9 107874454 12 24849275 2 11907712 3 3407716634 2 64 
. | : | 
O © © © o © © 9 0 © 6.40 0 © © 
© | 13000 o © | 12800 © © | JSoco o © o 0 © | 12950 0 095456 © © 
o o o © o 0.0]; oo @ | 2000 © & 0 © © = 
o o © o 0 o o o 0 ©. 0 © o o Oo o ; 
2 958 7 4 0 0 oO 0 o © © 989 0-0 | 5076 * * 
0 o Oo © » W % 9 Oo o © O © 1149 6 1 
O © © © oO © © 0 00 O © 0 © © 0 183 13 os | 
6 9 0 © o 0 © © % % + arn | | 
6 6324 1 © 5272 16 6 0 0 © 0 0 © SY 5 F 
o 60 Oo o o 0 © 9 0.0 0 Oo © o Oo O | >g6045 6 © 
o 0 © 0 o © © 9 GS S066 0 © © 
6 o Oo © o © © 9 0 © o © © o © 0 | == 
o 8 > 0 0 © 6 2 o Q o © © o © © | \ 
o | 59co o o | 8444 o© o 6528 12 © 3000 o o © © 
o — 8 06 486 oO o 391 10 0 420 0 5 O0 © © 45 358 | 2 6 
o o o o o Oo © | O © 4000 © © o Oo © | 
0 150 © © e o o EE no-0o © © © 430 © © 
o 6 570 0 © 0 © © o © © o © © 570 © © 
o oO oOo o IOOO 0 0 0 o © 0 o 0 0 O 0 1000 © © 
O 0 o 0 | © Si; ._ 160 9 0 : 0 © | 0 ; o 0-0 : 160 © 0 
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„ PARLIAMENTARY A, 17 


An Account ef the ſeveral ſums which were due and unpaid at t 

' receipt of the Exchequer for the expence of his Majeſty's civil g 

| verument on the th day of January, 1777 ; with the money a 

. plicable towards diſcharging the ſame ; and the debt then remaini 
unprovided for: vis. | 


. S. 
To her Majeſty the Queen on Fo, oool. per annum. 12500 © 
To the N Wales and Biſhop of Oſnaburg pl 
on 7 . 8 | 1836 12 ( 
To defray fundry expences for the ſaid Princes 849 9 
To Prince William Henry and Prince Edward on 


1 15 per annum. 278 15 
To defray ſundry expences for the ſaid Princes 278 16 
To the Duke of Cumberland on goool. per annum. 2259 © 
For penſions to the ſervants to the late Queen 3076 14 
For penſions to the ſervants to the late Princeſs CO 
+  Dowager of Wales © 20025 9 
LI To the Cafferer of his Majeſty's houſhold 135415 15 | 
2 To the Treaſurer of the Chamber 70938 16 
To the Maſter of the great Wardrobe 215 9 1 
To the Maſter of the Robes 4043 15 0 
For his Majeſty's works and gardens | 56788 3 0 
For the extraordinaries of his Majeſty's ſtables 11309 4 0 
To his Majeſty's goldſmith for plate 3552 12 2 
To foreign miniſters on their ordinary and extraor- © 
dinary allowances 91935 14 2 
For fees, ſalaries, and penſions, payable at the Ex- 
chequer 145790 15 10 
For penſions and bounties pay able by Lord Viſcount 
Gage en _ 68652 17 9 
To the band of gentlemen penſioners 7500 0 0 
To the Secretaries of State for ſecret ſervice 2250 © 0 
To the Secretary of the Poſt-Office for ditto 1784 16 0 
For Contingencies of divers natures. 
| „ 
Jo the King's Printers 13243 14 114 
For incident expences of the board 
of trade | 2634 4 8 
Carried forward 15877 19 7 662624 16 7 


= 4 = 4 
2 * * - „ 2 —————— ———— — — 
* 4 * 
8 1 ** 


F 


A, 1777. „177%. ” 


d at th Brought forward 
civil go. Aro the uſher of the receipt of the 
oney ap- Exchequer 
e mainin go the uſher of the Court of Ex- 
chequer | 
s. o ſundry ſheriffs for conviction 
) © offi of felons, &c. 


o Thomas Sandby for diſburſe- 
ments in Windſor Foreſt 


| 5 k o Lord Viſcount Howe, and 
ir William Howe commiſſion- 
15 o] ers for reſtoring peace in Ame- 
16 1 rica 100l, per week each 
O o fo Henry Strachey, Eſq; ſecre- 
14 oof tary to the ſaid commiſſioners 
Fo Ambroſe Serle, * another 
=D o Benedict Schaller, for neceſſa- 
2 5 ries furniſhed the treaſury: _ 
16 For rent of the privy ſeal office 
9 1 For rent of the ſecretary of ſtate's 
15 office in Cleveland-row | 
3 For rent of Mote park | 
-< N 2 rent of Cumberland 
4 ' | Ou e = 
LN For pay of watchmen at the Ex- 
14 2 ehequer 3 3 wr 
for 2 the ring in Hyde 
| 1 ar he F 3 
3 ge under clerks of the coun - 
0 
: z - To officers of the Tally Court, 
o of for firiking tallies . 
16 o Jo the company of Chelſea water 
works 


To the keeper of But Rails, 

for turneps, &c. for the deer 
To the Duke of Glouceſter for 
the expence of holding Swani- 
mote courts 


£2 


15877 1 
11489 1 11 


£8 


1106 13 
1640 60 


2281 15 


1742 17 
183 © 


122 0 


120 0 


102 13 


233 8 


O 17 


376 18 
87 0 


g 


DEBATE 8. 


d. 


b £ 
72 662624 


G OO 


* " 
© » F ate <: 
— : 
4 1214 * 1 


* 
* wings 
yp 


4 . 


* 
921 


WW 


61 


45 


a 
12 # 1 
2 1 
- 


r $10 4rod 

b 540 30351 21 6 
25 r 

Carried over 6989765 o 214 


Do 


16 74 


6 


7 


ku 


| an 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
3 4 3d L be d. L. a 
© a Wenger C e 0 2000 121 


| Towaids ſatisfying the above ſums 
there remained in the Exche- 

= quer on the 5th of Py, 

= 1777 

| | To which avg the ſum to be 

granted out of the aids 1777, 

do replace payments purſuant 

to addrefles before the gthoſ 1 

nuary, 1777 

And the total thereof being de- 

ducted 


| nai 


35640 12 2 


1200 2 © 


— es re 2 


TI — . 


„ 


Wil leave the ar anpro- 
vided for on the Sch of Janu- 


ary, 1777 
wan, 
| This debt is the greater by the monies iNued t to the 
following perſons, purſuant to his Majeſty's 
orders, to be by them applied for the relief and 
benefit of ſundry American civil officers, ' and 


651275 6 o 


7 * 
. 


attachment to his 


cothers, who have fuffered on account of their | 
M | Mapfty' s government. 
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a The preceding papers were, by his ni ue be 
21 laid t the table om Lord North. ls 
Abril 10. 


Lord John Sade , as ſoon as the e of the tay bann Lord bn 
going into a committee of ſupply, to take his Majeſty's meſ- 1 


age of the gth inſtant into con deration was read, roſe and 
moved, that the order of reference, made on the ſame day, 
be — 1 His Lordſhip ſtated his objections on two 
grounds; on the manifeſt defectiveneſs of the accounts; 
Wand 1 to the exceſs of expenditure. + The former, he 
ſaid, came unaecompanied by any voucher, or collateral, or 
explanatory obſeryation, that could 4 64 them an air of au- 
henticity,” worthy of the attention of that houſe ; the latter, 
elative to the exceſs of expenditure, came tolerably well 
youched, and bore the moſt ample and authentic teſtimony, - 
that the exceſs had aroſe from cauſes which would not bear the 
light. The manner of fabricating the accounts, and of fta- 
ing the exceſs, helped to-explain each other. The accounts 
uſt ſtated the diſburſements, without telling to whom, or - 
or what particular ſervice : the exceſs of courſe, was the 
onſequence of ſuch a ſtatement; and ſhewed, that it aroſe, 
but not why it ſhould be provided for. His Lordſhip next 
Neent into pl veral comparative eſtimates of the out-goings of 
he two periods of eight years of the preſent reign, with the 
Ike : periods of the preceding reign, and demonſtrated clearly, 
hat taking the ſixteen years of the he tai rb reign, and com- 
paring them with fixteen years of the late reign; or taking 
in average of the expenditure of both reigns, that making 
very allowance for encreaſe of-family, and advanced price of 
He necefſaries of life, the fair expenditure of his preſent Ma- 
 Mfty ought to be ſome thouſand pounds a year leſs than his 
1 2 His Lordſhip next ſeparately obſerved on the 
heads under which the exceſs aroſe ; on the cofferer's account, 
Poard of works, penſions, ahnuities, ſecret ſervice, and am- 
Fa ſſadors: he took a particular view of each of them, and 
hewed, that inſtead of enereaſing, they ought, from 
very appearance without, and from eve motive with- 
Ia, to have been conſiderabiy leſſened- He adverted to a 
aying of James the Firſt, that we ought to —— an army of 
Imbaſſadors; whether ſuch an army were now. neceſſary, 
hen we already were burdened with a ſtanding army, 2 
ould not pretend to decide: but he was certain, if the groſ 
m charged in the account was truly ſtated, we at leaſt paid 
r an army N We ovght to have a larger — | 
8 c 
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of diplomatiques than even the negotiating James had; for 
certainly they coſt us almoſt as much = bf whole — 1 
His e after deſcanting pretty fully on theſe ſeveral 

faid, he:ſhould have expeRed a ſaving inſtead. of a 
deficiency within the laſt eight years, becauſe the revenue of 
the Princeſ Dowager of Wales had: ceaſed during the laſt 
five years, which-+the- public had à right to expect, would 
have augmented the royal ineome to a very conſiderable 
amount; nor hath the expence of the Prince of Wales and the 
Biſhop of Oſnaburgb, amounted to a) fourth of what lapſed to 
the crown; by the death of that princeſs. The honour and 
dignity of the crown was the common pretext on which ap- 
plications, fuch as the pteſent, were always founded; of courle, 
he ſhould expect to hear them pervade the whole of the mi- 
niſterial language of this day; but in his opinion, if the mi- 
niſter had the [honour and dignity of the crown at heart, he 
would! have: applied to Parliament earlier. nay, he would 
have annually applied to Parliament, as the debt was incur- 
red: Parliament would: moſt probably have taken, or de- 
viſed ſome mode of leflening the outgoings; of retrenching 
unneceſſary: expences* they would, as à part of their duty, 
have enquired into the ſtate of the expenditure of the civil 
liſt revenue; and if they diſcovered, as moſt certainly they 
muſt, any abuſes; they would rectify them, or totally remove 
the cauſe. Such a proceeding would have had ſeveral ſalutary 
effects; | beſides the mere ſaving; it would have rendered the ma 
King: cafy in lis private capacity as a gentleman; it would tak 
have rendered any augmentation of the civil liſt revenue to · ¶ upo 


a www ow ww. cc. TT 9. ._ 


FEST FMmopnty mu pe 


Ls > ont ; and 1t-would+have preſerved, what no man I to! 
in that Houſe was more ſolieitous about, it would have pre- ¶ !up: 
vented the luſtre and dignity of the crown from being lowered in a 
and tarniſhed:; and its ſubjects from being burdened, plun- ¶ or e 
dered; and oppreſſed. His. Lordſhip preſſed, with great ear - ¶ peat 
neſtneſs, and force of reaſoning, the dangerous conſequences, ls ti 


wnieh would probably ariſe from an augmentation of the ci - ¶ even 
vib liſt revenue, and the conſequent increaſe of the influence ¶ tenſe 
of the crown, already become much too powerful. He in · ¶ meſſ 
ſifted, it would add to that depravity of morals which was ftrai: 
known ſo much to prevail; it would have the ſame effect, pledg 
that an uncontrouled revenue has upon the people in arbitrary 
counties, here they follow and attach . themſelves to the 
court; in order to procure places ;- which prevents them from 
turning their attention, or directing their purſuits, to induftry 
and thoſe” Hberal profeſhons and occupations, which rende 
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men at once uſeful and ornamental to ſaciety. Finally his 
Lordſhip obſerved, that the noble Lord who now prefides at 
the treaſury, and made the preſent application, was miniſter 
in 1769, and came then, on the ſame errand, for a ſum gf 
money to pay the King's debts ;- and, as well as his memory 
at this diftance of time could ſerve him, he then aſſured the 
Houſe, that he would never come again on a like purpoſe ; 


but armed with precedents at all points, all his Lordſhip, he 


preſumed, had to do, was to tell the Houſe, that the debt 
was contracted, and that it muſt be paid. 


Lord North. He faid, before he ſhould proceed to anſwer Ld. Nerth. 


the objections now urged by the noble Lord, who moved to 
have the order of reference diſcharged, or anſwer any of the 
reaſons offered in ſupport of the propriety and neceſſity of 
ſuch a meaſure, he would beg leave to ſet his Lordſhip 
right, in the honour he had done him, by ſaying, he was at 
the head of the finances when the laſt application was made 
to Parliament, for the diſcharge of the King's debts, He 
begged leave to aſſure his Lordihip, he was not at the head 


of the finances; and his Lordſhip muſt be convinced, he 


was not, on recollection. He delivered the meſſage, it is 


true, becauſe he was then at the treaſury board: but he beg» 


ged leave to remind the Houle, as well as the noble Lord, 
that he did not promiſe, nor was he authorized to promiſe, 
that future applications of à ſimilar nature would not be 
made. He confeſſed, that the taſk was a diſagreeable one, 
taking it in the moſt favourable light; and when he laſt came 
upon a like errand, he little thought it would have ever fallen 
to his lot again; for as ſeveral of his predeceſſors, much his 
ſuperiors in point of abilities, had continued but a-ſhort time 
in adminiftration, he never entertained the moſt diftant idea, 
or expectation, that he ſhould ever again be compelled to re- 
peat the ſame requeſt; but at length, ſaid his Lordſhip, ſack 
is the ſtability of government, that an adminiſtration can 
even outlive eight years! His Lordſhip then appealed to the 
ſenſe of his general expreſſions, when he. delivered the royal 
meſſage in 1769, and inſiſted, that he never promiſed to re- 
ſtrain the civil in expences within any certain bounds, or 
pledged himſelf to prevent any future exceſs. In anſwer to 
the exceſs of expenditure, ſo much dwelt upon by the noble 
Lord, he ſaid, the laſt four of the eight years, the expendi- 
ture had undergone a confiderable decreaſe, nearly, if his me- 
mory ſerved him right, to the amount of 100, oool. per annum. 
He faid, that the laſt year, it had encreaſed, and that for a 
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very obvious reaſon; becauſe ſeveral ſteady friends to govern- 
ment, natives of America, and others, for their loyalty and 
attachment to the Crown and Parliament of Great-Britain, 
had been ſtripped of their property, and driven thence, 
without the means of ſupport; ſome without even the mean 
of ſuſtenance, to ſeek relief in this country. Many of theſe 
had been relieved by royal bounty, and had conſequently 
conſiderably encreaſed the out-goings; he believed to the 
amount of ' 27,0001. No notice, he obſerved, had been 
taken of ſeveral cauſes of expence, that daily aroſe. If the 
Princeis Dowager's death, ſo far ſerved to augment the royal 
revenue, the Prince of Wales, the Biſhop of Oſnaburgh, 
and Prince William, remained to be taken out of it, to the 
amount of 12,0001. a year. Again, the encreaſed penſions 
to Judges, amounted to upwards of 4000l. a year; for 
though no regular applications were 'made on that account, 
he thought that when great men had been worn down by 
age and infirmities, it would be extremely improper to-neg- 
le& paying a ſuitable attention to their rank and ſervices, 
9 che civil liſt expenditure, would not in futur 
exceed 900, oo0 l. per annum, becauſe the four and half per 
cent. duty paid from the Leeward Iſlands, and the recovery 
of the American quit- rents, after the preſent: unnatural re- 
bellion, would form fuch a fund in ſupport of the preſent 
propoſed eſtabliſhment, as would render ſimilar applications 
to Parliament totally unnecetlary. The noble Locd had 
ſaid a good deal reſpecting the charge of Ambaſladors, and 
the excels of expenditure under that head ; but he was free 
to contend, that if the noble Lord thought it worth his 
while to inſpect that article again, he would find the ex- 
ce of Ambaſſadors rather diminiſhed than increaſed; 
were the allowance made to Lord and General Howe de- 
ducted. The noble Lord and his brother were paid as ſuch, 
and having a Secretary, the whole eſtabliſnment was what 
principally cauſed the increaſe. His Lordſhip entered into 
ſeveral computativns, which controverted the facts laid down 
by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt; many of which depend- 
ing on figures, were differently ſtated on each fide to anſwer 
the ends of argument, we ſhall paſs over, as neither afford- 
ing entertainment, nor. acknowledged data that could be de- 
pended upon. He. denied, that the influence of the Crown 
had been on the increaſe, fince/the acceſſion of his preſent 
Majeſty, but contended; that the ſtrength of government 
had been purely augmented by the wiſdom and rectitude *. 
* 5 
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bjects. The obligations were mutual, and juſtly merited; 
nd if ſuch an influence as that deſcribed by the noble Lord 
ad really exiſted, he was perfectly ſatisfied his Majeſty 
ould employ it not in endeavduri 
f his ſubjects, or in actes df oppreflion ; but in protecting 
em in the full enjoyment pf every thing which might 
omiſe to render them a profperous, virtuous, and happy 
2ople. As to the laſt objection made to the propoſed aug- 
entation, that it would, as in arbitrary countries, tend to 
rt the morals of the people, and generate place - hunter 
d idlers, who might be better employed, and thereby be- 
dme more uſeful to the ſtate, he could not poſſibly trace the 
nſequence; for he knew no new places, or appointments, 
e preſent meaſure would give birth to; and as for ſuch as 
ere already eſtabliſhed, he did not think it was in the power 
the noble Lord, or any other perſon, to reduce the num- 
r of thoſe who make daily application for places, without 
firft undertook to reduce the number of places themſelves ; 
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er methods would prove totally incffeCtive. 
Mr. Wilkes. There is not a gentleman in | 
e kingdom, more anxious than I am, to ſee the ſplendour 


d dignity of the Crown of England maintained in its ut- 


7 yo». 3 & 
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ns Wok: luſtre, although for above a covrſe of fifteen years I 
re received from the Crown only a ſucceſſion of injuries, 
1d Wd never in any moment of my life, the ſlighteſt favour. 
ce had the honour, Sir, of a ſeat in this Houſe, when the 
us air of the civil liſt was firſt agitated in Parliament, in the 
x- Weinming of his preſent Majefty's reign, when every. good 
|; ect hoped to have more than the idea of a Patriot King: 
e- Ern heartily acquieſced in the propoſed grant. The accept- 


blic, the ancient hereditary revenues of the Crown origi- 


uſual mode, by Mr. Legge, then chancellor of the exche- 
er. Parliament adopted the propoſition, and it was ac- 
pted with gratitude by the King, The miniſters of that 


that his Majeſty ſhould be happy, to be delivered from 
mo WF diſagreeable neceffity of ever applying to Parliament, 
nt Ie his predeceſſors, to make good the deficiencies: of the 
of Wil liſt. It was admitted, that the allowances were compe- 
of W', ample, moſt fully adequate to the wants, and even tg 
his MV or. VII. 3 | , 


is Majeſty's councils; and the efteem and confidence of his 


to abridge the liberties 


r withont ſuch a previous reduction, he was ſatisfied all 


this Houſe or in Mr. Wilkes. 


e of an annuity of 800,000l, and the giving up to the 


ted from the throne, and was propoſed to this Houſe, in 


ne declared to this Houſe the King's entire ſatisfaction; | 
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the ſplendour of the Crown. Parliament granted all the So- 
vereign aſked, and made the grant in the very mode pro. 
oſed by the miniſter. The civil lift act expreſſly declare 
in the preamble, that 890,00dl, was a certain competent re. 
venue for defraying the expences. of his Majeſty's civil go. 
vernment, and ſupporting..the 1gignity of the Crown d 
SGreat-Britain. The nation qhqught themſelves aſſured of 
not paying more than 800; o00l. per annum, to the civil lift; 
and gave that ſum chearfully, for the trappings of royalty, 
In the ſpeech at the cloſe of that ſeſſion, our gracious youny 
Monarch told us from the throne, that he could not ſuff. 
eiently thank us,” and that, he thought himſelf mud 
obliged to us, for what more immediately concerned himſelf, 
By this bargain, Sir, with the public, it was generally un; 
derſtood, and indeed admitted at that time, that his Majef 
would be a gainer of near joool. per annum. The nol" 
Lord with the blue ribbon has unfairly drawn his calculation 
from only the laſt eight years of the late King's reign. 
Qught to have taken the whole of that reign together. | 
ſome years the civil lift was yery deficient, in others, 
greatly exceeded the ſum of 800,000l. As this is peculiar 
a day of dry calculation, I will obſerve, that from the a 
counts delivered into Parliament, it appeared, that in tl 
thirty-three years of George the Second's reign, from Mu x; 
ſummer 1727, to Midſummer 1760, the civil lift produc 
only 26,182,9811. whereas, 800, oool. for thirty-three yea 
amounts to 26, 400, oool. ſo that there is a deficiency ( 
217,019]. the gain therefore on a net revenue of 800,000 
is on an average above 6574]. a year. The ſum of 800,00 
was at that time thought abundantly ſufficient to ſupport t 
ſplendour. of the crown, and the Majeſty of this great pa 
ple. His Majeſty has received beſides 172,605l. the arr 
of the late King's civil liſt ; 100, oool. on account of Som 
ſet Houſe ; and an additional grant of 513,5 111. in f 
year 1769, to diſcharge all incumberances. The death 
the Princeſs Dowager of Wales was a ſaving of 60, oocl. 
year ; and the Duke of York of 12, oool. a year. Vet, d 


we are told of another debt of 618, 340l. and called un 18 f 
to pay that likewiſe; notwithſtanding the former barg = 
8 p 


ith the public. The very propoſal implies another vio 
Bon of public faith, Sir, I will venture to ſay, if we 
indeed juſt truſtees for the people, if we conſciouſly reli 8 
that their wealth is intruſted to our care, that we are r- 


ardians of the public purſe, we gught to ſtop this grom vliar 


m th 
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vil, and to reprobate the idea of ſuffering their money t5 


ety of taxes to ſupply a profuſion, which ariſes from a vi- 


the limitation of the expences of the Crown by Parhament 
he moſt vague and abſurd of all propoſitions. The power 
pf controul of the expences of the Crown is the very being 
and life of Parliament. Are the accounts on our table proofs 


o prodigality ? | | 

There 1s at preſent, Sir, a peculiar cruelty in thus endea- 
ouring to fleece the people, when we are involved in a moſt 
xpenfive, as well as unnatural and ruinous civil war, and 
purdened with an enormous load of national debt, the in- 
ereſt of which even we are ſcarcely - able to. ſtand under. 


ountry ? Are the people really nothing in the ſcale of go- 
ernment ? The principal of the national debt is ſtated to 
s at Midſummer 1775, to amount to the aſtoniſhing ſum 
f 135,94 .3,051L. and the intereſt to 4,440,8211. Is this the 
ime, Sir, that a miniſter can with an unembarraſſed coun- 
nance come to Parliament to lay additional loads on an 
xhauſted nation, and to aſk more of the people's money? 
Vhen the greateſt ſources of our commerce and wealth are 
eſtrõyed by his folly and wickedneſs ; when we have already 


ff our empire is loſt ; and thoſe American friends, who have 
Whiſted us ſo frequently and ſo powerfully, are forced by our 
juſtice to become determined enemies, and for their own 
ety to endeavour our humiliation? Are we at ſuch a 
zoment as this to talk of the greatneſs of the Crown, 
orn of half its beams, when we 1 loſt more than we 
Wave retained of this divided empire; when new taxes, and 
ditional burdens on the people, are the. ſole objects of 
Wvernment ? Is the civil lift to encreaſe in proportion to 
e los of all thoſe reſources of trade and riches, by which 
is fed and nouriſhed? Is the nature of the civil liſt 
the body politick analogous to what Lord Bacon ſays 


1 
e ay, and rapid conſumption of the other parts of the hu- 
an body ? | 


* 


tliaments have done. I will take the confideration onl 
em the glorious ara of the Revolution, and I will ftate it 


be thus ſquandered, as well as the country drained by a va- 
lation of a ſolemn compact with the nation, and renders. 


of our boaſted ceconomy ? and is meanneſs thus nearly allied 


s there no feeling for the ſufferings of this impoveriſhed 


ent in this unjuſt war above nineteen millions, when above 


the ſpleen, that it. unden in proportion to the waſte, 


Sir, we ought to look back to what former Princes and 


FA 


_ tary and temporary exciſe,. was firſt made in the laſt yet 


Jol. a week, or 36,4col. a year. Both theſe deduction 
have ever ſince been continued. . 


Anne, ee | 2 him by the Royal Exchange or r 
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fairly and fully. The civil liſt was not granted to King 
William for lite till the year 1698, when 700, oool. a yen 
was ſettled on. him, The diſtractions of his government, 
and of all Europe at that period, are well known. , Hi 
moſt generous, views for the public were thwarted at home 
Aru the greater part of his reign. by the tories, as the 
friends of liberty are now harraſſed by them in, America, 
according. to. the ſpirited. letters of General Waſhington to 
the Congreſs. Queen Anne had the ſame revenue. ſettlet 
upon her. She gave yearly 100,000l. towards carrying on 
the war, a, war <a France, beſides 200,000, at, leaf 
towards the building of Blenheim-Houſe, and abo 
100,000], for the ſupport of the poor Palatines. We w. 
have a reſolution of this Houſe, Sir, on a report from ar 
committee,: which. ſtates this very fully. It is on there 
Journals of May. 13, 1715, and. in the following words ex 
* Reſolyed, that the ſum of 700, oool. per annum was ſei· tal 
tled upon his late Majeſty, King William during his life, v. 
for the ſupport of his Majeſty% houſehold, and other hsWof 
neceſſary occaſions; and, at the time of his. Majeſty's de- 45 
miſe, after the deduction of 2700l, a week, that was ap- wb 
plied. to the public, uſes, was the produce of the civil Lit fe. Man. 
venues, that, were continued and ſettled upon her, late Ma-. rei 
jeſty Queen, Anne, during. her: life.” The deduction torfſtra 
public {ſervices of 3700l. a week, or 192, 400l. a year, per 
from that part of the civil liſt revenue called the heredi·. mo 


= 


of King, William. Notwithſtanding this deduction the ciil 
Iift funds produced in that very year 700, 420l. In the tit 
of Queen Anne the ſame funds with the ſame deductiom ro 
were ſettled on her for her life, and declared to be for raiſing ect 
70, OO l. a year for the ſupport of her houſhold, and the 
dignity of her government. In the qth of her reign the old ent 
Poſt- office act was repealed,” and a new General Poſt- office tim. 
with higher rates was eſtabliſhed, in conſideration of which 
another deduction was made from the civil liſt revenue 0 


George I. had the ſame revenue ſettled upon him as Queen a 


and London Affurance Companies, and a million granted 
in 1726 towards paying his debts, are included, his income | 
will appear to have been nearly; 800, oool. per annum. In theben: 
firſt ſpeech to his Parliament he took notice, that it " 
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his happineſs to ſee a Prince of Wales, who may, in due time, 
ſucceed to the the throne, and to ſee him bleſſed with many 


children;“ yet the eſtabliſhment of the civil liſt at the be- 


inging of that reign was only ſettled at 700, oool. a year. 
t was not till after the great expences conſequent on the re- 
bellion of the Earl of Mar, and the other perjured Scots, 
who, although they had taken the oaths to his government, 
traiterouſly waged open and impious war againſt a mild and 
juſt Sovereign, that the Parliament paid. the Kang's debts. 
In the reign of George I. the Prince of Wales had an eſta- 
blſhment- of 100, oool. per annum. 1 23 | 

George II. had a very numerous family, and 800,000). 
was at firſt ſettled upon him with whatever ſurplus might. 
ariſe from the duties and. allowances compoſing the civil lift 
revenue. In 1726 that part of the hereditary and temporary 
exciſe, which conſiſted of duties on ſpirĩtuous liquors, was 
taken from the civil liſt, in conſideration of which 70, oool. 
was transferred to it from the aggregate fund. The income 
of George II. including 11:5,000l. granted in 1729, and 
450,733. in 1747, towards making good the deficiencies, 
which had ariſen in the civil liſt duties, was 8 10, 749l. per 
annum for 33 years. His late Majeſty likewiſe had in his 
reign a Scottiſh rebellion, . carried on by many, of the ſame, 
traitors who had been. pardoned by his father. The ex- 
pence of that. rebellion to the King and kingdom was enor- 
nous; for it was not confined to the extremities of the iſland, 
dut raged in the heart of the kingdom, and the rebels ad- 
anced to within a hundred miles of the capital. Such an 
vent, Sir, not unforeſeen, becauſe foretold, was a juſt 
ground for the Parliament's diſcharging a debt contracted by 
ſecuring to us every thing dear to men and Engliſhmen, _ 
The eſtabliſhment of the preſent King, at the yearly 


ime equally pleaſing both to the Prince and people. The 
iniſter boaſted that there was not a poſſibility of any future 


ack, or anticipated, to ſerve a particular purpoſe. I am 


or many years. The mean annual produce for the laſt five 
ears of Geor II. was 820, 1 fol. and for the firſt ſix years 
f his preſent M | a 
nent in the late reign continued, 894, oool. In 19775 it, 
ould. have been 1,019, 450l. Near 90, oool per annum _ 
I 18 


ent charge to the nation of 800, oool. was a meaſure at the 
liſpute about the hereditary. revenues, or concerning accounts 
uſpected to be falſe, wilfully erroneous, or deceitful, kept 


ware, Sir, that the civil lift revenues have been increaſing, 


ajeſty it would have been, had the eſtabliſn- 
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was iſſued to Samuel Martin, Eſq; 41, oool. 
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this great increaſe has been produced by an iticreaſe in the 
b 


Poſt-Office revenue, occaſioned chiefly y the late alteration 
in the manner of franking, and by the falling of the croſs 
poſts to the public by the death of Mr. Allen; but theſe 


profits would probably, at leaſt certainly ought to have been 


reſerved to the public, had the eſtabliſnment in the late 
reign been continued. At the foot of one of the accounts 


on our table it is ſtated, the amount of 800, eool. granted 


to his Majefty from the 25th of October 1960, to the 5th of 
January 1777, is 12,965, 51l. 48. 910. The produce as if, 
above exceeds the annuity by 2,381,2411l. gs. 15d. But ! 
Parliament granted to pay off the civil liſt debt, on the 5th Ne 
of January 1769, out of the ſupplies for the year 1769, i 
513,51 1l. which being deducted ſhews the gain to the public f 
to be 1,867,730l. 9s. 13d.” The bargain concluded for the t: 
public was of an annuity to the King of a clear 800, oool. ü 
ſubject to no deductions or contingencies, for his life, on a r. 
folemn promiſe of that being made to bear all the expences Ml G 
of the civil liſt, and the Royal Houſhold. It was a fair N de 
compact of finance between the King and the ſubject, rati- th 
fied by both parties. The moſt explicit aſſurances were Mi, 
given by the chancellor of the Exchequer, in the King's 
name, that no more ſhould be aſked, and that now his 
Majeſty could never be under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
ix; N this Houſe with meſſages of perſonal concern, 
I have, Sir, carefully examined the accounts laid befor: 
this Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, the eight folio book 
and the other papers, and I will venture to ſay they are 2 
looſe, unſatisfactory, perplexed and unintelligible as thoſe de- 
livered in by the noble Lord with the blue. mbbon in 1770, 
year after the former demand to pay the debts on the civil 
lift, and more looſe, unfatisfaQtory, perplexed and unintelli- 
gible no accounts can be. Their defectiveneſs and fallacy is 
highly culpable. The coming to Parliament with ſuch 1 
demand, but without any account whatever, was an inſult 
to this Houſe, and the laying before us ſuch accounts as thok 
on the table is a ſolemn mockery, Many gentlemen in the 
Houſe declared laſt week their opinion, that, after the ftrid- 
eſt examination, they could make nothing of thoſe forme! 
accounts. It was not intended they ſhould, One particula 
only fixed my attention as an individual. Under the head 
of ſecret and ſpecial ſervices, I find that between OQobet 
1762, and October 1763, a moſt memorable 4 then 
e have 7 | 
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deed, Sir, had a week allowed to go through theſe accounts, 
but I will venture to affirm that a year would not be ſuffi 
1 WM cient to clear them from their ſtudied perplexity, to give 
order and light to ſuch a chaos. The — able accomptants 
do not pretend to underſtand them. They would puzzle a 
1 WH Demoivre. Egyptian darkneſs hangs over the whole, There 
© is not one friendly ray of light to lead us through this la- 
s byrinth. | 5 
No account, Sir, whatever is given Parliament of the 
other conſiderable revenues of the crown, beſides the annuity 
of doo, oool. I do not mean the income of the Electorate of 
Hanover, or Biſhopric of Oſnabrug, but what his Majeſty 
enjoys as King of England. That is a fair conſideration 
with us, when the Houſe are providing for the ſupport of 
the luſtre of the Crown, which I fear 1s at preſent a little 
tarniſhed. The extraordinary revenues of the Crown are, 
the revenues of Ireland, the Puch of Cornwall, the land 
revenue within the Principality 20 Wales, the revenue of 
Gibraltar, American quit-rents, now generally loſt, irre- 


ar I deemably loſt, the Plantation duties of 441. per cent. from 
ti- ¶ che Leeward Iſlands, fines, forfeitures, and many other par- 
ere I ticulars, which certainly carry the Royal income to much 
g's 


above one million a year. We may form ſome gym from 
the grants we find made. From the revenue of the Duchy 
of Gormrall it appears that 17, oool. iſſued to Mr. Bradſhaw 
ju one year, and 11, oool. in another. From the 4:1. per 

ent. in 1769, for his Majeſty's ſpecial ſervice, 14, 742l. to 
ok Woir Grey Cooper. In 177i John Robinſon, Eſq; received 
 3W10,0001. of the Virginia quit-rents, the laſt payment I be- 
de- Nlieve of that nature. Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received 
„ 121441. from the revenue of Gibraltar; and in 1765 13,804l. 
were iſſued thence for ſpecial ſervice, Such copious —.— 
muſt low from rich and abundant fountains, The Planta- 


oon duties of 411. per cent. produced in 1753 27,3771. fines 
h nd forfeitures are a very confiderable addition to the Royal 
roltWevenue, I was plundered in one year of 1000l. in two fines, 


ne of 500l, for a pretended hbel, and another of the ſame 
um, becauſe I had a laughable poem locked up in my bureau, 
chich adminiſtration hired a raſcal of a ſervant to ſteal, and 
en contrived to have publiſhed, 1 7 

The buſineſs of this day, Sir, is naturally branched our 
nto two parts, which claim our attention. His Majeſty's 
neſſage points out both of them to us. The firſt is the out- 
Nanding debts, the ſecond the increaſe of the eſtabliſhment 
f the civil lift, | 0 | Before 


; 7 t 
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ner they have been contracted. 
th of January laft, only 35,6401. The Queen has indeed 
from 1769 to 1477, only 42,242!. Prince William Henry 0 


- King's own brothers. As an 
doomed to paſs his life abroad; and it is certainly neither 


of the Plantagenets, nor fully the glories of our Hearis 


mite our taſte and magnificence.. An honourable gentteman, 
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Before we proceed, Sir, to take into confideration the pay- | 
ment of the King's debts, we 1 know in what man- b 
| he King has enjoyed the 1 

greateſt unappropriated revenue of any Prince in Europe, and 


che expences of the whole Royal Family have never exceeded Ml ” 
160,000l. a year. A committee ſhould be appointed for p 
both the purpoſes mentioned, and papers very different from 
thoſe before us, ought to be ſubmitted to Parliament. It is 4 


impoſſible for us now even to gueſs from theſe accounts in WF» 
what way ſo enormous debt as 618,340l. has been contracted, Y 
and that there ſhould remain in caſh in the Exchequer on the Ml 


. a year regularly paid; but the expence of the pe 
Prince of Wales and the Biſhop of Oſnabrug, is charged il '© 


and Prince Edward, for the ſame period, 50171. The mY b 
meſſage, Sir, leads us to conſider the ſtate of the Royal Pa- 9 
mily. His Majeſty has two brothers, univerſally beloved by 
the nation. I find no trace of any debts contracted by the b 
Crown on their account ; no rincely grants to either of the m 

E liſhman, I regret the ſcan- 0 


tineſs of their incomes. The Duke of Glouceſter ſeems M1 
from choice, nor from the ill ſtate of his health. The Duke 
of Cumberland is happier, and lives in England. He poſ- 
ſeſſes all the virtues, and ſupports with dignity the rank of a 
| pam benevolent, amiable nobleman. His income is by 
means adequate to the ſplendour of a Prince of the 
blood, of a Prince of the blood ſo near to the King as hi 
Majefty's own brother. How then, Sir, has this enormous 
debt been contradted ? No outward magnificence has daz- - | 
zeld our eyes; no internal, domeſtic profuſion has been im-. 
puted to the Lord Steward of the Houſhold, who almoſt 
alone has continued in office this whole reign. We hare 
ſcarcely the appearance of a court, even in the capital, 
Former Kings, with very inferior revenues, were generous 
and ſplendid, their courts pompous and brilliant. His Ma- 
Jeſty's reſidence at Windfor the laft ſummer did not quite re- 
ive all the ideas of the magnificence, and even hoſpitality 


and Edwards, No ftately buildings, pr proud palaces, no 
imperial works, and 2 Kings, have excited our wonder, 
or called foreigners from the continent to our ifland to ad- 
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Sir, tells us of the King's houſes. The former King's of 
England, Sir, lived in palaces, not in houſes. His Majeſty 
has not yet bad a Scottiſh rebellion to quell. The Royal re- 
venues have not been expended againft the Scots, but fur- 
rendered up to them, an idea little ſuſpected by the people 
of England, when they gave at firſt with ſuch a liberal and 
even prodigal hand. How then, Sir, has this debt been 
contracted? There are no outward and vifible figns of gran- 
deur and expence. I will tell the Houfe what is faid with- 
out doors, what the nation generally ſuſpects, and therefore 
it becomes our duty to inveſtigate, The nation, Sir, ſuſ- 
pects that the majorities in Parliament are bought by theſe 
very grants; that in one inſtance we attend to-the evangeli- 
cal precept, give, and ii ſhall be given unto you, and that the 
Crown has made a purchafe of this Houſe with the money 
of the people. Hence the ready, tame, and ſervile com- 
plane to every Royal edi& iſſued by the miniſter. 
nward corruption is the canker, which gnaws the vitals 
of Parliament. It is almoſt univerſally believed, Sir, 
that the debt has been contracted in corrupting the repreſen- 
tatives of the people, and that this public plunder has beer 
divided among the majority of this Houſe, which is lowed 
to be the moſt corrupt aſſembly in Europe, while the honeſt 
and fair creditors of the Crown have been reduced to the 
zicateſt diſtreſs. Compaſſion for them is only made the pre- 
text of the preſent meffage. This, Sir, is a fit object of 
Parliamentary enquiry. _ „ 
The alarm was ſpread through the country. The charge 
is taken up by almoſt Every independent man in the kingdom. 
It is aſked, did the laſt Parliamentary grant of DES 
ſo lately as 1769, to pay the King's debrs, give ſatisfaction 
to the honeſt tradeſmen and inferior dependetits of the Crown, 
or was it diverted another way? The majority of this Houfe, 
Sir, ought not to lie under this ſuſpicion, nor will they, if 
they are innocent. They ought likewiſe to vindicate the ho- 
nour of our Sovereign from the foul ſuſpicions which are 


gone abroad, A heavier accuſation can ſcarcely be brought. 


r. Locke, Sir, in the chapter On the Deſolution of 
vernment, ſays, ** He r en executor) acts contrary 
to his truſt, When he either employs the force, treaſure, and 
offices of the ſociety, to corroph the repreſentatives, and gain 
them to his purpoſes, or = e | 
preſcribes to their choiee, ſuch, whom he has by ſolicitations, 
threats, promiſes, or otherwife won to his deſigns; and em- 
17 them to bring in ſuch, who have promiſed before-hand 

OL, H. 55 what 


y pre-engages the electors, and 
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what to vote, and what to ena.” What, Sir, was the caſe 
of Hine's patent place in the collection of the cuſtoms at Ex- 
eter, publicly ſold, and the money given, not to a needy 
public, but to General Burgoyne, to reimburſe him the ex- 
pences of the Preſton election, and the ſubſequent proſecu- 
tion and fine of 1000l. by a court of law, for the outrages 
committed in Lancaſhire againſt the ſacred rights of election 
That inſtance alone. merited an impeacment from Parliament 
againſt the profligate miniſter of that day. | 

If there 1s, Sir, a ſpark of virtue left among us, we can- 
not fit down contented with ſuch looſe general accounts, that 
ſecret and ſpecial ſervice, the privy purſe, treaſurer of the 
chamber, the cofferer of the houſhold, Royal bounties, pen- 
ſions and annuities, ſhould ſwallow up almoſt the whole 
civil ht. There is a general charge of penſions to the amount 
of above 438,000l. The penſion liſt is the great grievance, 
From 1769 to 1777, there is a ſingle line of 171, oool. ſe- 
cret and ſpecial ſervice iſſued to Sir Grey Cooper. In the 
ſame period, under the fame article, 114,000l. to John Ro- 
binſon, Eſq; excluſive of enormous ſums on the ſame heads 
to the ſecretaries of ſtate, and the ſecretary of the Poſt- 
Office, generally in one ſhort, ſingle line. When we knoy, 
Sir, what proſecutions have been carried on, an article of 
60,0001. in one year, as law charges, ought tg alarm us nd 
leſs for the liberty of the preſs, than the private property 
of individuals by unfounded claims of the Crown, -Under 
the head of contingencies of diyers natures, we are loſt and 
bewildered in a rambling account, of which it is impoſhible 
to gueſs the leaſt particular. We find Mefheurs Amyand 
and Siebel receive 38,6921. to pay bills of exchange: and in 
another line, Thomas Pratt, Etq; 8139l. to pay another 
bill of exchange. For what purpoſe ? Such accounts, Sit, 
are only calculated for ſuch a ſervile Parliament. Penſions, 
annuities, and royal bounties, ſhall with much caution be 
touched by me, even in this Houſe. One word only of lite- 
rary patronage, as it ſeems to be a favourite ſubject. We arc, 
Sir, honrly told, that genius and learning are now foſtered 


by the propitious beams of Royal favour, and all the polite 


arts encouraged and patronized. I ſhall juſt mention a ſpeci- 


men of the choice made of literary penſioners, with a {light 


animadverſion on the apparent abſurdity of four literary 


penſions. The two famous Doctors Shebbeare and Johnſon, 
are penſioners. The piety of our Sovereign to the memor) 


of his'grandfather, as well as gratitude to that of our glor- 
7 | 1 ous 


\ 


A. 1777. DB 5 = & THIS 


ous deliverer, ſhould ſurely, Sir, have prevented the names 
of theſe two Doctors from diſgracing a civil liſt, which both 
of them had repeatedly and publicly declared the King's fa- 


mily had no right to, but they conſidered as a flagrant uſurpa- 


tion. Theſe two Doctors have in their writings treated the 


late King, and King William, with the utmoſt virulence and 


ſcurrility, and they are the known penſioned advocates of de- 
ſpotiſm. The two other inſtances are ridiculous enough! 
David Hume was penſioned in this pious reign for attacking 
the Chriſtian religion; and Dr. Beattie for anſwering him. 
In this manner is the public treaſure laviſhed ; but theſe I 
own, are mean objects, and of trifling concern. The great 
maſs of the debt remains unaccounted for, and is ſuſpected 
to be contracted for the moſt criminal purpoſes. It is ne- 
ceſſary to ſatisfy the people that the enquiry ſhould be 
made; and therefore I hope the Houſe will inſtruct the 
commmittee to that purpoſe. 

Let me now, Sir, ſuppoſe, that Parliament acquieſces 
with the preſent claim, what chearful ray of future hope 
have we to comfort us that future demands will not ſucceed ? 
Will this be the laſt Court job, even of the preſent miniſter ? 
No affurances whatever are given, not a hint of ceconomy, 
or frugal management, or the leaſt care of the public treaſure 
in future. Surely ſuch a mode of S is highly un- 
becoming, indecent, and contemptuous. May I, Sir, paſs 
the inviduous ſtreights of Calais, and conſider the ftate of 
the neighbouring monarchy with reſpect to the King's houſ- 
hold and debts? By two new edits for the regulation of the 


King's houſhold expences, of penſions, and royal bounties, 


all arrears are to be diſcharged within ſix years, and a fixed 
reſolution is declared pour concilier avec une ſage economie les d- 
parſe que Piclat de ſa couronne peut exiger. From the firſt of 
laſt January all future expences whatever reſpecting the houſ- 
hold are to be paid in the courſe of the current year. The 
very firſt article 1s, ** Pannee revolue 
de la maiſon du Roi, tant par entrepriſes que par fournitures, 
ſera a Pavenir payee comptant au treſor royal, dans le cou- 
rant de l'annẽe ſuivante, à raiſon d'un douzieme par mois.“ 
Would to God, Sir, ſuch a ſpirit of juſtice and reformation 
croſſed the channel to this capital! We alas! have not a 
gleam of hope of any reformation. bn French King, Sir, 
has likewiſe two brothers, Monſieur and the Comte d' Artois, 
They have found in their Sovereign an affectionate and gene- 
rous brother, not a gloomy tyrant, like — Louis che Xlth, 

L 2 They 
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They are a united and happy family, What the King has 
given them in important grants, and en apanage, as it is called, 
enables them to ſupport with eclat their high rank. The 
new regulations of the French King's houſhold expences and 
debts are founded in juſtice, and are no extraordinary burden 
on the people. The firſt Prince of the Hanover line obſerved 
the fame conduct; for the meſſage of George I. to this Houſe 
of July 11, 1721, is that ““ being reſolved to cauſe a re- 
trenchment to be made of his civil liſt expences for the fu- 
ture, and finding that ſuch a retrenchment cannot well be ef. 
fected, without diſcharging the preicat arrears, his Majeſty 
has ordered the accounts thereof to be laid before the Houle, 
and hopes he may be empowered to raiſe ready money for 
that purpoſe, on the civil ift revenues; which, to avoid the 
laying any new burden on his people, his Majeſty propoſe 
ſhall be replaced to the civil liſt, and reimburſed, by a de. 
duction to be made out of the ſalaries and wages of all offices, 
and the penſions, and other payments, from the Crown.” 
The proſtitute Parliament of 1769 gave the money out of 
the current expences of the year, without a line of any 
n . 
When we are repeatedly told, Sir, of the preſent ſplendor 
of the. Britiſh, diadem, of the extent of our empire, and 
the greatneſs of the, Sovereign, I own the dininiſhed rays 
of the Crown .ogcur to my painful imagination. It bring: 
to e what was ſaid of Philip the Fourth of 
Spain, when Louis XIV. was taking all the towns, one after 


another, in the Netherlands, Sa grandeur eſt comme cell Wi 


des foſſes, à proportion des terres, qu'on leur õte. “ 
The noble Lord near me, [Lord John Cavendiſh] has ſaid, 


that he wiſhed a tri review of the whole eſtabliſhment of 


the.Croyn,,,as. to the civil lift. I perfectly approve the idea, 
Almeſt the whole. requires a new regulation. I think the 
judges inf particular ought not to be paid out of the civil li 
but . the public, "They cannot be now diſplaced, -but they 
may: 


g ſtarved by the Crown. The ſpirit of their indepen- 
den e ought to extend as well to their ſalaries, as to their com- 
* obſerve, Sir, in the civil liſt accounts on the ta- 
ble, an article, Lord Howe and Sir William Howe com- 
miſſioners for reſtoring peace in America 100l. per week each, 
arrears 17421,” The noble Lord with the blue ribbon has 
juſt called them ambaſſadors. Have we then already acknow- 
. of America as a ſovereign ſtate, 
like che united provinces of Holland? If we have not, the 


event 


* 
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eyent muſt happen. The peaceful mode adopted by the two 
brothers, according to my calculation, will not ſoon reſtore 
peace in America, but it will poſſibly be the period of the 
Trojan war, ten years at leaſt, fo that we may compliment 
the Howe family with above 100, oool. free gift, at the rate 
of 100l. per week each brother, beſides ſettled pay, as officers. 


But, Sir, what connection has ſuch an 
civil liſt, with his Majeſty's houſhold 2 
Let us not now, Sir, raſhly proceed in the iniquitous me- 
thod of deciding on theſe. two important queitions, the ex- 
penditure, and the increaſe of the civil liſt, without hearing 
ne evidence, or hearing it only in part. We have not ſuffi- 
ent data to proceed. By ſuch injuſtice we loſt America. 
We proſcribed the inhabitants of Boſton without hearing 
them, and in the ſame manner adopted coercive and ſangui- 
ary meaſures againſt the other colonies. Let us not gow 
advance a ſingle ſtep but with caution, with fear, and tremb- 
ling. We are aſked to furniſh the miniſters with weapons, 
hich may be employed to our own deſtruQtion, againſt the 
berties of our country. An increaſed undue influence muſt 
eceſſarily be created, and the over-grown power of the 
rown enlarged, They only want what are called the finews 
pt war. The doQrine is now avowed of the legality of in- 
roducing foreign troops into the Britiſh dominions. The 
iniſter has the power of the purſe, and therefore of the 
word. How many nations have totally loſt their liberties by 
ternal corruption, and by mercenary armies ? There is an 
ected falſe alarm about faction and civil diſcord, but it is 
Fell known that civil diflentions have often been even favour- 
ie to freedam, Monteſquieu obſerves of England, „On 
oit la liberts, ſortir ſans ceſſes des feux de la diſcorde et de la 
edition, le Prince toujours chancelant ſur un tröne ins- 
| deſire, Sir. to ſubmit to the noble Lord near me [ Lord 
John Cavendiſh] whether, in point of form and precedent, 
nftead. of diſcharging the order for referring the King's 
neſſage to the committee. of ſupply, which his Lordſhip has 
oved, it would not be more proper to inſtruct the com- 
itte on the two important points of the meſſage, the pay- 
ng his Majeſty's debts, and the addition to the ſtanding re- 
enue of the Crown. If his Lordſhip and the Houſe adopt 
at mode, I ſhall then move, * that it be an inſtruction to 
ie ſaid, committee, that, before they proceed to conſider of 
us Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage, they do conſider of 
be caules of the debts due on account of the civil liſt, and 
4 likewiſe 
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Mr. Byng. 


_ fefling they might ſtill be retrenched. No benefit is to ank 


Vou addreſſed for the proper officers to lay the accounts befors 


the journals, a memorandum at the bottom of the main ac 


obſerve, the exceeding of one hundred and one thouſand 


Mill, as we are all equally intereſted in the ſupport of the dy: 


_ 5 The deputy auditor of the Exchequer having repeatediſ 
declared the impeffibility, of making cut an account of tit 
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likewiſe what further. proviſion may be neceſſary to ſuppor 
the ſplendor and dignity of the Crown of Great-Britain.“ 
Mr. Byng. If Tam under the neceſſity of continuing to 
confeſs my inability to underſtand the accounts, ſtill more do 
J feel myſelf at a loſs to comprehend the arguments of the 
noble Lord; who has aſſerted that upon the Tice of the ac- 
count there is a diminution of 100,0001, in the expences of 
the laſt eight years; and yet he concludes with a demand of 
10, oool. more; that the expences have gradually diminiſhed, 
yet the demand increaſes with the diminution of expence, 
and the future revenue is to riſe beyond the average of the 
laſt eight years. The medium is under eighty, but the de. 
mand is one hundred thouſand pounds a year; the noble 
Lord claiming a merit at the fame time of a reduction 
within the four laſt years, even to that average, and con- 


to the public from the ſavings, as if the poſfibility of ſaving 
was the argument for an enlarged revenue. 
Sir, this awakens my ſuſpicions more particularly, when] 


pounds 1n the article of ſecret ſervice money, and the penſion 
having riſen from 192,000l. to 269,0001. I ſpeak of thok 
only paid by the ſecretary of the treaſury ; which articles | 
with ſtrictly to examine; by no means repining at the fait 
open, and viſible expences of the Crown; and when the 
noble Lord tells us, that there are more tables kept at d. 
James's, I will freely anſwer him, I wiſh there were mort 


mity and grandeur of the Crown. Nor do I mean to arragt 
all ſecret ſervice money, nor all penfions. A commander i 
chief muſt procure intelligence by money; there is a neceſfiſ 
for allowing it to a ſecretary of ſtate ; Lat in the hands of: 
ſecretary of the treaſury it is truly dangerous. Penſions to 
individuals in reward for ſervices performed, confer equi 
credit on the donor and receiver; but penſions paid by a ſe- 
cretary of the treaſury towe know not whom, ref! par know nd 
for what, threatens the conſtitution, and ought to alarm thi 
Houſe. But to talk of accounts is become truly ridiculous 


you; and what was the anſwer ? Sir, I will read you from 


COUNT, 


ci 
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vil lift expences, which incurred and became due at that 
ffice for above eight years; therefore the Lords of the trea- 
ury directed that the ſame ſhould be made out in the beſt 
manner poſhble from the entries in the treaſury books. 

The treaſurer of the chamber, having informed their 
ordſhips that, from want of materials in his office, no ac- 
ount can be made up of the charge during the ſame time, 
he above charge inſerted in this account, is therefore the 


el, mount of the ſeveral ſums craved by the then treaſurers of 
ct; Whe chamber for thoſe years, and which were actually paid 
the pon their memorials to the treaſury, =— 3 
- c The maſter of the horſe not having any accounts in his 
bl 


office, to enable him to make out the charge there, the ſame 
hath been done in reſpect to the expence of that office, as in 
hat of the treaſurer of the chamber. The other charges are 
ken from the accounts tranſmitted to the treaſury from the 
everal other offices abovementioned, 5 
« As it impoſſible to make an annual account from the 1ſt 
f January to the 31ſt of January, therefore this account is 
made for eight compleat years, commencing the 1ſt of Ja- 
wary, 1761.“ | 1 
You a by this ſee the effects of your application. All 
ell you of the impoſſibility to give you an account, for all 
we equally unable or unwilling to give you a full, fair, and 
atisfqQory account, The treaſury call on them likewiſe, but 
or once call in vain, and then that 3 that has expended 
t 


on he ſecret ſeryice money, that has paid the ſecret penſions, 
B. res you ſuch accounts as beſt ſuits their pleafure; then can 
bere be, Sir, a wonder that the accounts are deemed by all 
0 Wnintelligible ? 1 „ aig 
5 Lord North roſe in reply to the two honourable gentlemen La. ores. 


ſho ſpoke laſt, He contradifted ſeveral of the facts, and 
ontroverted ſeveral of the deductions drawn and ftated by 
ch of them. He contended from the premiſes, he laid 
down, that the late King's revenue, including the 450, oopl. 
ranted by Parliament to him in 1747, exceeded the average 
ncome received by his preſent Majeſty, ſince his acceſſion 
ren taking in the 513,000. given by Parliament in 1769 

ind if the encreaſed value of the neceſſaries and luxuries of 
ife, and other domeſtic circumſtances were taken into the 
count, he inſiſted, that 900, oo0l. a year, at preſent, was 
ot equal to 800, oool. about the year 1742 or 1743, the pe- 
od at which the average expenditure of George the Second 
ould be ſtruck, He ſaw ſeveral gentlemen preſent, who 
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Fobenr⸗ which contained the information now fo earneſt 
ought. So the caſe ſtood, particularly as to that of tit 
Maſter of the Horſe, and ſo in every other inſtance, i 


all poſſible, pains, and uſed all the N in their pow! 
to ME the books to it 
minutely exam 

the books. It 


for 


factory account, and if they failed in any particular to of 


Ae TE Ai 
ford that ſatisfaction they were ſo deſirous of giving, they 
had faithfully diſcharged their duty; for they had given the 


beſt account the nature of the expenditure, and the manner 
of keeping the accounts, would admit of. | 


He ſaid, that the time of bringing in this demand was full of 


CH — 
Cy) , w_- 
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very gentleman's houſe in England, even to the ſmalleſt do- 


* meſtic accommodation, and to accumulate burthen upon bur- 
p hen, nothing. but a confidence in the ſervility of the Houſe, 
i, and an experience in our careleſſneſs, with regard to all affairs, 
a0. could make the miniſtry deſperate enough to tell us, tis in 


ſuch a time we had not provided ſufficiently for the ſplendour 


Fe ff the crown. That the main argument on which the de- 
1 WWmnand ſtood, was the experience of the whole reign, that 
jf $00,000]. was not ſufficient for the civil lift expences. To 

is ground of argument he objected; becauſe if it were once 


N 


— 
2 
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admitted, the propriety of every man's practice would be 
Judged by the practice itſelf ; a man's extravagance would 
become the meaſure of his ſupply, and becauſe he had ac- 


Fith a great deal to ſpend. That this would be to eftabliſh 
principle of public profuſion, which could never ceaſe to 
erate, whilſt we bad a ſhilling to ſpend. That it would 
yen make it the intereſt of miniſters to be prodigal, fince 
heir extravagance, inſtead of leſſening their income, would 
de the certain means of increaſing their eſtate. 1 


he very point in queſtion, which was, whether the miniſters 


properly or improperly, he ſaid, that the only way of 

aging of this matter, was to proceed as wiſe men ought. to 
0 in all their private affairs, viz. to try whether the object 
tained was equal to the conſideration paid. 


ideration paid was $00,000l. a year. The ſum has been 
ad ; has the object been attained ? Is the court great, ſplen- 
lid, and magnificent ? To know whether the royal dignity 
Mght have been attained for that ſum, and to diſcover whe- 


Fas proper to ſee how other kings had maintained the royal 
Ugnity ; what their charge, and what their incomes were. 


or this purpoſe, he took a comparative view of the income 
Vol. VII. M and 


Mr. Burke was ſevere upon the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. Mr. Burke 
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indecency and impropriety; that when we were going to tax 


vally ſpent a great deal, he ought in reaſon to be furniſhed 


Having refuted this kind of argument ; taking for granted 


ad managed well or ill; whether they had incurred the debt 


The object to be obtained was the royal dignity, the con- 


der the not obtaining it was owing to the ſcantineſs of the 
apply, and not to the miſmanagement of what was given, it 
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ſtile of living of his nt Majeſty, and King George the 
Second, * King Willam, Tnat George the Second 
had a more extenſive family for a great part of his reign; 
that his income was not larger, nor ſo large, as that of the 
preſent King; that he appeared in a more princely manner 
than the miniſters ſuffered the preſent King to live. That 
King William had but 700,000l. a year, yet that all his ex. h 
pences were great and royal; and if it ſhould be objefted, h 
that all means of living in ſplendour were cheaper in that age, 
he anſwered, firſt by doubting the fact, and ſaying, that ſo 
though ſome of the tame articles might be cheaper, othen n 
were much dearer. Next he ſaid, that this argument of t 

rice of things could ſerve no purpoſe in the preſent queſtion, 


becauſe King William not only did more, but pal more; th 
that his charges in all articles, in which royal dignity properly rs 


conſiſts, were higher than the correſpondent articles of the 
King's expences ; larger not only in effect but in account 
That King William was cenſured for being expenſive; he 
was ſo; but he was magnificent. He attained his objeé 
which appeared in the number and ſtatelineſs of his building 
his furniture, bar . &c. &c. King George the Second 
was accuſed of parſimony, not wholly without reaſon; but 
he attained his object, he was rich. His preſent Majeſh 
to whom no one imputes either extravagance or penury, 
by the miſmanagement of his miniſters, neither maguificea. 
nor wealthy. That King William's magnificence was uſe 
ful to the public; it added ta the ſplendour of the cron 
and the dignity of the nation, and we have the monument 
of it ſtill. King George the Second's ceconomy add 
170, oool. into his Majeſty's civil liſt at his acceſſion. | 
did more and better. King George the Second maintain. - 
a year's war in Germany, againſt the whole power of Fran. 
in 2 quarrel wholly Britiſh, at his own expence. He ſpe 
about a million ſterling for this nation, and after all he di 
not poor, but left a large ſum, beſides a ſurplus of civil 
,caſh to his preſent Majeſty. "Fi 
From all theſe circumſtances he concluded, that the es 
incurred could not be for the royal dignity, but in wand 
fit to be avowed by miniſtry, and therefore very fit to be ul 
. quired into by this Houſe, He dwelt long upon the abo 
heads, on which, and other topics, as well in anſwer to i 
; miniſterial arguments, as ſhewing the ill conſequence of pi 
ments of all debts on the proof of their mere exiſtence, 
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Right hon. G. Rice explained what had been mentioned Mr. Nice. 


by Lord North, relative to his predeceſſors in office taking 


me papers away, which were neceſſary to vouch the firſt four 


years of the accounts which came from the office of the Trea- 
ſurer of the Chamber. He ſaid, the warrants from the Trea- 


I ficient to ſhew the faithful diſpoſition of the money. That, 
J 


allowing ſome of the articles in the account did not appear 


boo well authenticated as could be wiſhed, or that a ſaving 
might be made; in either event, it would be proper to go 
el into the committee, becauſe he believed no gentleman pre- 


they were the debts of the public, and no matter how they 
were incurred, they muſt be paid by the public; and if the 


after the committee of ſupply had come to the firſt reſolu- 
tion, to diſcharge the debt already incurred. He affirmed, 
from his own knowiedge, and by every thing he could learn 
from others, that all poſſible frugality had been practiſed, in 
every branch of expenditure of the civil liſt revenue; but 


were added, a numerous encreaſing family, ſeveral of whom, 
in a ſeries of a few years, would call for ſeparate eſtabliſn- 
ments, he did not ſee how the Houſe could, with any de- 


ie Crown, refuſe the augmentation, which he underftood 


de table already ſhewed, that the average expence of main- 
ining the houſhold, and defraying the expences of the 
eil government, was, on an average, ſince the preſent ac- 
eſſion, about 870,000. a year; and that the amount of the 
luties relinquiſhed by his Majeſty, at that period, was 
pretty nearly equal to the expenditure ; that probably thoſe 
uties would ſtill continue to encreafe ; fo that taking the 
atter in either a retroſpective view, or in its conſequences, 
e nation, though the revenue ſhould be augmented 100, oool. 
Fould, on the whole, be found to be no loſer. 5 


reſent ſituation, but did not agree with the honourable gen- 
jeman [Mr. B.] that it was a ſufficient reaſon againſt the 
notion. But on the contrary, that rendering our 8 

ſpectable, might prove a means of relieving us from that 


AZ 2 5 ſitua- 


ſury, with the accounts of ſums iſſued, were vouchers ſuf- 


ſent would ſay, that the King's debts ought nat to be paid; 


e r 4 hr 
Pr 8 
erate 


1 - . | 
J motion for diſcharging the order, was intended to make way 
for a committee of enquiry, that committee might be moved 


that ſome of them were notwithſtanding on the encreaſe, and 
were likely to augment inſtead of diminiſh ; and if to this 


gree of confiſtency, or regard for the honour and dignity of 


It was the intention of the miniſters to aſk, The papers on 


Mr. Adam ſpoke next. He very fincerely regretted our Mr. Alan. 
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ſituation, as it muſt give an idea of the vigour and reſources 
of this country, which could not fail to have a tendency to 
revent hoſtile attempts upon the part of our enemies, and 


ſtrike the minds of our revolted colonies with terror. And 


it muſt therefore prove a ſalutary meaſure, even in this mo- 
ment of diſtreſs, to diſcharge the arrears upon the civil lift. 
With regard to encreaſing the revenue he took it for grant- 
ed, that the only objection to it was, that by putting too 
much power into the hands of the Crown it might endanger 
the liberty of the ſubject, and be prejudicial to our national 
happineſs. That one great 'ingredient in the happineſs of 
a nation, was the reſpect it held as a nation. That it yielded 
to internal freedom alone, and that this latter bleſſing gained 
additional value as the means of procuring the former. That 
in order to ſecure that reſpect which reſted upon national in- 
dependence as its baſis, no neceſſity ſhould be created that 
could make it deſirable in any degree to barter that indepen- 
dence for a temporary eaſe and advantage. That ſuch neceſ- 
ſity had in former times ſuggeſted to Charles the Second his 
dangerous connections with France, the ignominy and dif- 
grace of which might have been ſaved had his 1 
been leſs rigidly parſimonious. That the eminent virtues of 
our preſent Monarch happily ſecured us from every fuck 
idea, ſo far as it depended upon his ſteady and earneſt deſire 
to maintain our reſpe& and independence: but we could not 
always depend upon the miniſter who might have the imme. 
diate management of affairs. To ſecure us therefore againk 
the machinations of wicked miniſters, we ſhould render the 
private revenue of the Crown equal to its neceſſities. Mr. 
Adam, when he ſaid this, did not mean to aſſert any thing 
prejudicial to the honor of the preſent miniſter; That he had 
upon former occaſions animadverted upon the conduct of the 
noble Lord: that they were public animadverſions upon a 
public conduct, which he made becauſe he felt them juſſ, 
and which he would never heſitate to repeat when ſimilar 
circumſtances ſhould produce a ſimilar conduct: but that 
his character appeared at preſent in another point of view; 
and he was convinced, that the noble Lord was too much 4 
rentleman, and too much an Engliſhman, to entertain any 
idea prejudicial to the independence and reſpect of thi 
country: but that we were not always to ſee the noble 
Lord in the place he now filled; and when another ſhoull 


come without the ſame virtue, and the ſame talents, Ws 


wed 
and 


might ſee the diſgraceful days of Chales the Second reac 
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ſcanty revenue. | : „ 

He next ſtated an opinion which he profeſſed had at firſt 
fight, a paradoxical appearance, but he thought the paradox 
would vaniſh upon a ſtate of the argument. -ſr-was that en- 


LI 3 


liberty of the ſubjeck. That prerogative having been done 
away at the Revolution, influence, it was now thought, had 
taken its place, and was the diſeaſe which threatened our con- 
ſtitution. The way therefore to prevent the evils of influ- 
ence, was to keep it from acting, or allowing it to act in as 
few 1nitances as poſſible. If we could prevent its operation 
in ten inſtances, by admitting it in one, we might by this 
means award the blow, and perhaps deſtroy the diſeaſe that 
hreatened our liberty. It was therefore 4 to give an 
adequate revenue to the Crown, than to ſuffer repeated appli- 
ations to Parliament for the payment of arrears; which by 
being repeated every two or three years, would make the im- 
portance of the grant dwindle into the ſame .infignificance 
hat attended the common and moſt trivial operations of 
Parliament; and that this day would ceaſe to be, as it now 
nas, a day of terror to the miniſter. He ſaid, there was a 
great and marked diſtinction to be attended to in this argu- 
nent, between the civil liſt or revenue of the Crown, and 


ot he revenue of Parliament. That diſtinctions of this nature 
e. {Were eſſential to the exiſtence of the conſtitution, as they 


teered us between the horrors of deſpotiſm on the one hand, 


he Wind the evils of a republic on the other. That the firit re- 
Ir. N venue was ſubject of calculation, and an adequate ſum ought 
ng to be fixed, that applications for arrears might be avoided. 
al That the other could not be matter of calculation, at any 


ſtant period of time, as it altered. with the neceſſity of the 
mes. Beſides it was that revenue which ſupported our fleet, 
naintained our army, paid the intereſt of our national debt, 
he revenue upon which our liberty, dignity, and indepen- 
lence reſted, That if any miniſter ſhould dare to encourage 
an idea that could render that revenue independent of Parli- 
ment, no puniſhment could be too bad for his crime. He 
hen ſhewed that this diſtinction had been recognized at the 
Levolution, and entered into a hiſtory of the civil liſt from 
hat period downwards, to prove that to agree with the mo- 
lon of the day, was to follow out the idea of the revolu- 
loniſts : and concluded, by ſaying, that if our national re- 
dect was to be preſerved, and our internal freedom to be 

; 4 | ren- 


and another Dunkirk ſold to relieve the embarraſſments of a 


creaſing the revenue of the civil lift would add ſecurity. to the 
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PARLIAMENTARY 
rendered more ſecure by an addition to the revenue of the 
Crown, we ought 'chearfully to vnite in a meaſure that 


would give comfort and dignity to a Prince fo highly virtu- 
aſſured Mr. Adam that he had too 


ous an reſpectable 

Right hon. 7. Town/hend 
much reſpe& for his perſon and his talents to preſume to treat 
his arguments with ridicule or with levity. He hoped, how- 
ever, that his expreſſing his ſurpriſe at the novelty of the ar. 
guments would not be conſtrued into diſreſpe& : and if, upon 
His bare recital of them, the Houſe ſhould reeeive them the 
ſecond time in the ſame manner as they had done the firſt, he 
truſted that reception would not be attributed to any levity in 
the perſon who repeated them. He owned that his dull imz- 
gination would never have enabled. him to conceive that: 
time when you were engaged in an enormouſly expenſive wat, 
was the hour of all others the moſt proper to give away a large 
fum of public money; or that ſuch a conduct would impreh 
your enemies with fear, and that fuch profuſion would give 
them a higher opinion either of your ſtrength or of your wi. 
dom. | 

He could not help arguing with the honourable gentlema 
in his apprehenfions of the increaſe of the influence of the 
Crown. He thought with him, that it threatened the anni 
hilation of any balance or proportion between the different 
branches of the legiſlature. But he had always ſuppoſed tht 
infiuence to ariſe from the great revenues and great emoli- 
ments which were in the diſpoſal of the Crown, He there- 
fore imagined, that an increaſe of influence, rather than a des 
creaſe of it, was likely to be the conſequence of an increaſe of 
thoſe revenues. He was ſo bigotted to theſe opinions, that he 
had found himſelf inclined to doubt, for once, the ſolidity of the 
reaſoning of the honourable. gentleman. He could not help 
thinking that his talents had a little failed him, He was 1 
firft at a loſs to what cauſe he ſhould attribute it, but recol- 
lecting the warm and enthufiaſtic terms in which the honour- 
able gentleman mentioned a lately deceaſed, learned, and in- 
genious author [Mr. Hume] he could not help thinking thi 
the gentleman was ambitious of being thought the boldeſt dil 
ciple of that great maſter of paradox; and nobody, indeed, 
could juftly deny him the honour to which he aſpired. Hs 
arguments had the merit of being new and ingenious, but yl 
they did not ſeem likely to make any converts. Paradoxic 


they might be, but they did not equal or come near the extra: 
vagance of an aſſertion which he was ſorry to hear fall fron 


us 


A. 117, 


Jet 


A. 1777+ C 


his honourable friend [ Mr. Rice] who had ſpoken the laſt but 
one, that the debts of the Crown were the debts of me, Phe 
blic, and however incurred, muſt be paid by the public.“ If 
this doctrine were true, what had the Houſe more to do, than 
to come at once to the vote? No one that walked the ſtreets 
could doubt the exiſtence of ſuch a debt, and whether it was 
produced by neceſſity or by the moſt ſcandalous 2 
was an object above their conſide ration. The miniſters of the 
Crown had incurred the debt; the repreſentati ves of the peo- 
ple were under an obligation to pay it out of the purſe of 
their conſtituents. He could not, however, perſuade him 
ſelf that, upon recollection, his honourable friend would con- 
tinue to ſupport that poſition : and indeed he thought he per- 
ceived by his countenance that he wiſhed to retract it; he 
therefore would dwell no longer upon ſo diſagreeable a ſub- 
jekt. 
. He then proceeded to conſider the motion itſelf as made by 
Lord John Cavendiſh, which he ſaid, would be found to be 
the conſtant practice of the Houſe on meſſages of this kind, 
except in the precedent of the year 1769, when the meſlage 
was at once referred to the committee of ſupply. He thought 
there could be no ſuſpicion of a want of reſpe& for the Crown, 
in following the former precedents, which had an appearance 
more becoming Parliament, as they implied a defire to exa- 
mine into the cauſes of the debt. The mode propoſed at preſent 
was to pay the debt, and increaſe the revenue without any 
ſuch e n That he dreaded the principle upon 
which we were going to increaſe the civil liſt more than the 
vote itſelf. For it was aſſumed, that the revenues applicable 
to the late king's civil lift being improved, the King had a 
right to what was called an indemnification for what his Ma- 
jeſty had caſually loſt, by accepting of the annuity of 80Q000L 
Now he did not conceive that it could be ſuppoſed that thoſe 
duties having been given upon a ſuppoſition that they would 
amount to 800000l. a year, or thereabouts, the Crown had a 
right to the further amount of them, let them increaſe ever 
ſo much. That this argument was ſtill more extraordinary 
when we conſidered, that one of them, if not more, had been 
Increaſed by acts of parliament ſubſequent to the civil liſt act. 
The revenue he alluded to was that of the poſt office, which 
was 1mpro-'ed by the reſtraining the privilege of franking. 
According to that principle the people were to pay the Crown 
for the oFaitional burthens that has been laid upon them- 
ſelves, He was not ſure that there had not been more altera- 
| =. 
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tions in other revenues, which were formerly appropriated to 
the King's civil liſt: if there were, the ſame argument would 
apply to them. „ e _— 

Another branch which had increaſed of late years was the 
feizure of uncuſtomed goods. He was at a lofs to know hoy 
to account for that increaſe, Smuggling, to be ſure, is of late 
years much increaſed, to a very dangerous height: but as the 
public loſe a great deal more by the cuſtoms being defrauded 
by the ſmuggler, than they get by the ſeizures, he could not 

think it very juſt that they ſhould pay for that loſs. 7 
This matter would have been eafier to aſcertain, if the ac- 
count of the amount of the duties formerly applicable to the 
civil lift, had not been made up in a very extraordinary man- 
ner: and what is more extraordinary, is, that pains muſt hate 
been taken to make it unintelligible. * 1 
In the year 1726 thoſe accounts were produced to ſhew the 
amount, and like wiſe the deficiencies of thoſe duties; every 
branch of revenue was thus ſtated ſeparate, as it was received 
from the office of cuſtoms, exciſe, poſt office, exchequer, &c. 
but in the preſent inſtance all thoſe branches were lumped to- 
gether, and ſet down without diſtinction in one column. The 
ſums given by different acts of parliament, and which mul 
always be the ſame in every year, were indeed ſeparated into 
four columns; by this means all inveſtigation of the ſepa- 
rate articles of the duties was carefully prevented: and if it 
was not for that purpoſe, that the account was made up in 
this whimfical manner, it was not eaſy to affign the true rea- 
He then obſerved upon the applications to Parliament, on 
account of the civil liſt, in the reigns of Queen Anne, King 
George the Firft, and King George the Second. 

As to Queen Anne, when it was conſidered that ſhe had 
contributed 100,000. a year out of her civil lift, to the ex- 
pence of the war, as well as that the Parliament had diverted 
ſome of the civil liſt revenues to public ſervices, it was unne- 
ceſſary to fay how juſt a claim that princeſs had to the affil- 
tance of the public. . | 1: 

In King George the Firſt's time, it is ſufficient to fay, 


» 


that after various endeavours of his Majeſty to extricate him: 


ſelf from the debts of the civil liſt, that purpoſe was accom: 


pliſhed without any additional burthens being laid upon the 


public. The grants to the London Aſſurance and and Royil 
Exchange companies, raiſed 300, oool. The civil liſt bot 
the weight of the reſt of its own debt. 6 Bk 1 


A. 1777. N 
ö He was ſurpriſed to have heard it aſſerted, that the debts of 
dhe civil lift had been paid by Parliament in the reign of 
King George the Second. His late Majeſty had, indeed, 
two ſums granted him by Parliament, upon the account of the 
civil iſt ; 115,000l. in 1729, and 456, 7 33l. in 1747. | 
The firſt ſum was granted upon account of the arrears of 
the civil liſt revenues, and was to be replaced at his demiſe 
out of the out-ſtanding arrears of thoſe revenues, if thoſe ar- 
rears, together with the 115,000!. ſhould be more than ſuffi- 
cient to make up the produce of the ſaid revenes, 800,000. a 
- Wl year for his Majeſty's reign, That ſum was — re- 
placed to the public, at his Majeſty's death, out of thoſe ar- 
- WM rears. 15 | 
e The ſecond ſum of 456, 7331. was the deficiency of the civil 
list duties for the ſeven years preceding the year 174. To 
ae this the King had a ftri& legal right, by the civil liſt act 
7 Wl paſſed the firſt year of his reign, | | 
ed In neither of theſe caſes was the civil lift debt laid before 
c. Wl the Houle. The King aſked for no benevolence from his 
0- Wl Parliament, but ſtrict juſtice. In fact, the civil liſt was in 
he WY 17.47 in debt very near 200, oool. more than the ſum voted by 
Parliament; but for that his Majeſty thought he had no 
caim upon his people. It is Werde that from that pe- 
riod to the reſignation or diſmiſſion of the Duke of New- 
eaſtle, the payments of the civil liſt were never ſix weeks in 
arrear. After that noble Duke's diſmiſſion, there was great 
lk of economy, but practice did not keep pace with pro- 
ſeſſions ; if we except the lord ſteward of the houſhold, upon 
whom much unjuſt cenſure has been paſſed : he profeſſed 
economy, and practiſed it. In conſequence of his reduc- 
tions, the tables which remained were better ſerved than they 
rere before: many tables were aboliſhed ; but thoſe for whom 
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ex- they were deſigned had board wages, by which they rather 
teopained than loſt, and a conſiderable ſaving was made for the 
ne- King. Lord Talbot likewiſe did another thing, which he 
fil-Wecommended to the imitation of others; he diminiſhed, in- 


led, his own patronage by it, which might be held as an ob- 
ection to the practice, but he made a conſiderable ſaving, by 
ſtriking off uſeleſs places; the perſons who loſt them were 
laced upon the King's bounty liſt, and ſucceeded to other 
mployments upon vacancies, But while Lord Talbot was 
nking off places of two or three hundred pounds a year at 
ne end of the palace, at another, new places and penſions of 
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vice, in the laſt eight years of the late King, and the 5 Ong, 
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| 800l. tool. or paris 20091. a year were added to the civil A 
eſtabliſhment. From this ſource roſe originally the debt of 
the civil liſt, joined to the neceſſary expences of coronation l 

n 


Jewels, funerals, and —_— of the royal family. | 
During the period of the firſt eight years of the reign, mi- L. 

niſtries were of ſo ſhort a duration, that it was impoffible for 

any one miniſter to make the neceſſary reductions after the 


debt was once incurred. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon 


was the firſt who had it in his power; he has been ſeven years In 
at the head of the treaſury. Great additions have been made * 
to the royal income, by the deaths of the Princeſs of Wales, 
Dukes of Vork and Cumberland, and other branches of the 
royal family. 1 8 85 
_ His Majeſty, at the beginning of his reign, paid 157,000], 
a year to the different branches of his family: his royal pre- In! 
deceſſor paid, for the greateſt part of his reign, from 1 30, oool. | 
to 140, oool. a year, and beſides kept tables at St. James's 
for many. of them and their attendants. His late Majeſty, 
during the life of Queen Caroline, lived in ſplendour 1n fs 
fummer at Hampton-court or Windſor, and ſince her Ma- 
jeſty's death, at Kenſington. On 
Upon the papers upon the table, he had few remarks to 
make. The noble Lord had declared, that none of the er 
pences were incurred for the ſake of influence. Another 
gentleman had mentioned the period of Sir Robert Walpole's 
adminiſtration, as a time when that evil exiſted in a mud 
greater degree than at preſent. Mr. T. differed widely from 
the latter: he believed, that when that gentleman conſidered ic! 
the vaſt increaſe of all our eſtabliſhments, army, navy, on: hic 
nance, &c. the increaſe of our poſſeſſions in every part of the Wn « 
world; the numerous and advantageous contracts under ge- 
vernment ; the patronage which miniſters have gained edue 
through the medium of the Eaft India company; to whidiſea 
may be added, the increaſe of debt, and of officers in the col. ſty's 
lection of the revenue, he would be inclined to retract he (e: 
opinion: perhaps he would join with him in thinking, that 
the influence of the crown was nearly trebled fince the tim 
of Sir Robert Walpole, He obſerved, upon a compariſon 
of the ſuſpicions articles of penſions, annuities, and ſecret ſir 


years in which the preſent debt has been incurred, a conſidera 
exceeding 1n the latter period. | 
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Penſions by the pay-maſter of penſions. - 


In the laſt eight years 


Argent 5 . 452, 90 
Laſt eight years of the late King = 339,010 
| | Difference 75 11 3,298 

penſions and annuities paid at the exchequer. - 4. 
In the laſt eight years - - 273,158 
Laſt eight years of the late King = - 192,312 
Difference 80, 846 

Secret ſervice. 

In the laſt eight years - | - 434,892 
aſt eight years of the late King — 370, 833 
Difference 63, 559 
Differences. | — ON 
Dn penſions by the pay-maſter of ditto „ * 214,208 
Exchequer penſions and annuities — 80, 840 
Secret ſervice ay — ” 63, 559 
Total difference 2 57,703 


It is obſervable, that the laſt eight years of the late King 
cluded the greateſt part of the late glorious war, during 
hich there certainly muſt have been occaſion for no ſmall 
m of ſecret ſervice money for purpoſes truly national, 

If the noble Lord would ſet himſelf ſeriouſly to work at a 
duCtion of expences, he was pretty confident, it might be 
ffected without meddling with any thing, in which his Ma- 
ſty's private eaſe and comfort, the dignity of the crown, or 
© ſervice of the public were concerned. The foundation of 
is confidence was this; that Mr. Grenville, in office, as well 
out of office, declared the 800,000. to be ſufficient. Being 
alled upon to know if he intended to increaſe the civil liſt, 
at miniſter treated the report as a calumny. He ſaid in the 
ngeſt terms, that while he continued miniſter, he never 


ould aſk for any augmentation, or for any ſum on account 


the civil liſt : perhaps that declaration might be among the 
aſons of his diſmiſſion. The noble Lord chuſes to avoid 
at conſequence, and ſays, ** God forbid that I ſhould loſe 
| -- MY | „ 
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% my office.” When he is queſtioned upon the ſubject of 


the increaſe of expence of the civil liſt, he anſwers undoubted. 


ly in a much more hecoming manner than Mr, Grenville did, 
If you will contrive, that nobody ſhall be defirons of places 
5 and penſions, I will ceaſe to'lay burthens upon the public, 
5 to provide for ſuitors for places and penſions.“ This an- 
ſwer never occurred to Mr, Grenville ; perhaps it was not 
ſo well ſuited to thoſe times, as to the preſent, any more than 
ta the grave character of that miniſter, 

Upon the whole, Mr. T. was of opinion, that reſolving 
the Houle into a committee on the meilage, was a more par- 
liamentary, and a properer, meaſure, than the referring the 
meſlage to the committee of ſupply : that in the latter, the 
Houſe could only confider of the ſum to be voted ; in the for- 
mer, the whole queſtion would be open to diſcuſſion. A very 
ſerious, and a very minute diſcuffion, was neceſſary upon 
this occaſion, and in times like theſe, The public burthens 
were increaſing rapidly every day ; the power of the crown 

ining ground upon the people in the ſame proportion, 

Jeconomy, real ceconomy, by retrenchment of expences, 
was the only method by which thoſe evils could be reftrained, 
The noble Lord would, in a few weeks at fartheſt, call upon 
the members of this Houfe, and upon every gentleman in 
England, to contract his expences ; let him ſet us the exam- 
ple. In a committee upon the meſſage, the Houſe might 
ſee where ſavings might be made, If the noble Lord was {e- 
rious in his intentions of leſſening the expences of the crown, 
the authority of Parliament would ſtrengthen his hands, and 
furniſh him with a weighty anſwer ta unreaſonable ſolicitor, 
Mr, Grenville, whoſe memory the noble Lord ſometime 
affected to treat with veneration, was not more conſpicuouſſſ 
ſerviceable to the public in any part of his character, than in 
the ſteadineſs and perſeverance with which he gave his nega- 
tive to the importunate demands of rapacious and inſatiable 
courtiers. . | | | 

Tf the noble Lord was not ſincere in his profeſſions of ceco- 
nomy, the committee could, and ought to controul him, 
With the aſſiſtance of Parliament, an honeſt miniſter might 
do great good. Without Parliament thought this was an ob- 
ject of enquiry, he foreſawe little good would be done. The 
principle upon which this ſum, and the increaſe of the eſta- 
bliſhment were demanded, was a progreſſive one: he fa 
plainly, that in making this demand, a foundation was laid 
for making further applications, Parliament ought te * 
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ally blind upon no part of this buſineſs. He was afraid, that 

is branch of the legiſlature had been for ſome time deelining 
in the opinien of the people. He, who wiſhed jit to reſume 
its former luſtre and importance, thought it could net ſeize 
upon a more fayourable opportunity than the preſent, He 
thought no way could be more likely for them to regain the 
contidence of the nation, than by ſhewing themſelves, what 
it was their right and their duty to be, the guardians of the 
purſe of the public, and with 1t of the liberties of their coun- 
T 


er deſcribing what he termed the wanton profuſion of mini- 
ſters for a ſeries of years back, in the ſeveral great departments 
of the ſtate, and the ſhameleſs prodigality which prevailed in 
the diſpoſition of the revenues of the civil hiſt, he predicted a 
day of reckoning, when probably miniſters would not be per- 


mitted to paſs ſuch accounts, as thoſe lying on the table. He 


told the Houſe, that he ſhould not go over the items that had 
been already mentioned; and to which, there had not as yet, 
eren ſo much as the colour of an anſwer been given. There 
ras one article however, whackyhe could not-paſs over with- 
put mentioning ; and preſumed, it ftruck eyery gentleman 
preſent as well as himſelf with aſtoniſhment. It was the ſum 


of 513,000. ſtated under the head of the Board of Works, 


in the courſe of the laſt eight years, without telling to whom 


the money had been paid, on what account it had been paid, 


or on what palace, houſe, park, garden, or place, the mo- 
icy had been expended, He obſerved the conduct of the 
miniſter, in 1769, though the noble Lord now dr{claiumed the 
appellation, was much leſs reprehenfible than now. He 


then ated openly, and came boldly to Parliament to de- 


and a round ſum, without account. “ I want the mo- 

* ney ; I cannot wait; grant it now, and you ſhall have the 
* account next year.” On this occaſion, Parliament. had 
the option to grant or refuſe; to take his word, or diſ- 
believe it. New men, new meaſures ;- the noble Lord tells 
ou this day, very gravely, that he was not then firſt mi- 
niſter; but that Rc he has become one entirely on his 
own bottom; that accounts ought to precede the grant; but 
hen the accounts come to be examined, what-do they turn 

but? No accounts at all; but a detail of arbitrary ſums, for 
bught we know, ſet down according to the fanciful ideas of 
everal perſons who wrote them; and all conſolidated into 
ne round ſum, which we are called upon to grant out 2 
4 the 
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Mr. Fur cloſed the debate, and ſpoke far above an hours AF- Mr. Fan 
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in Europe. We are preciſely as well informed now how 


an individual, and a member of the cabinet. In the next 


the Houte of Commons, and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
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the purſes of our conſtituents, without being ſatisfied that 
a fingle item is fairly or perfectly ſtated ; unleſs we truſt 
to the integrity of miniſters, and the fidelity of their ſub- 
ordinate inſtruments, Well, taking it for granted, that 
the ſums are truly ſtated, why trouble the Houſe with ſuch 
an account at all, unleſs to add mockery to contempt, and 
blend infult with deriſion. When we had no account, we 
truſted to miniſters. Now that we have an account, we 
are equally compelled to be ſatisfied with their bare word, 
So, that taking the matter in its true light, the preſent 
propofition is neither more nor leſs, than a demand the 
Minifer makes on Parliament for 618,000l. which he 
ſays was expended in the public ſervice; but of the reality 
of ſuch expenditure, we properly know no more than we 
do of any fum of a like amount, expended by any Prince 


this debt was incurred, by the curious account now ly- 
ing on that table, as we were in 1769, without any ac- 
count, He next attacked Lord North on his denying 
be was Miniſter when he brought a like meſſage, eight 
"+ gab ſince, and obtained the object of his errand. This 

e treated as the moſt ſhameful and barefaced evaſion, He 
geclared the ſentiments of that adminiftration, which from 
his poſt of Chancellor of the Exchequer, of which he 
formed a part, he ſtood therefore doubly bound, both as 


place, as he was the bearer of the meſſage, he ſtood pledged 
as the meſſenger, or the repreſentative of the Sovereign. The 
meffage was to demand a certain ſum of money to pay the 
King's debts ; the condition that accompanicd it, though not 
rontained in the meſſage, was, that no applications of a like 
nature would be made hereafter. Who was to impart them 
to the Houſe ? The bearer of the meſſage, and no other, 
But, allowing that the noble Lord was neither bound, as 2 
member of the cabinet, an individual, or meflenger repre- 
tent ing his Sovereign, he ſtood nevertheleſs in a mixt official 
and minifterial fitnation, from which it is impoſſible for 
him to recede ; he came to Parliament, as the Miniſter of 


He was reſponſible as Minifter, for his miniſterial aſſurances, 
as much then, as at preſent ; and as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, he was bound by the nature of his office to know 
that his aſſurances were founded in truth. Take then the 
matter in the noble Lord's own way; does not he ſtand — 
: ng 
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he preciſe ſame ground he did then? Did he not come in 
1769, as well as in 1777, as Miniſter of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and Chancellor of the Exchequer, not as firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury, and Prime Miniſter ? But convict the noble 
Lord on any or all of theſe grounds, and he ftill imagines 
he can evade his purſuers, He fays he never gave any ſuch 
promiſe. Will his Lordſhip reſt his juſtification on that 
alone ? If he does, I pledge myſelf to prove he did; if he 
vill not, but will contend, that he is not bound in one event 
by a promiſe, which he denies in the other, I ſubmit whether 


Lord, be not in fact convicted on both grounds. If however 
he noble Lord ſhould ſtill reſt his defence, on his not being, 
eſponſible for any act of his, miniſterial or official, he would 
nevertheleſs on the preſent occaſion, out of regard to his 
wn honour and character, recommend to his Lordſhip, to 


any malverſation in office, any waſte of public money ſhould 


here exiſted the leaſt ground for any ſuch imputation, he 
ooked upon it to be peculiarly incumbent on his Lordſhip, 
o chearfully go into an enquiry, which, he preſumed, would 
urn out ſo much to his Lordſhip's honour, He perceived, 


ne, beſides Envoys and Miniſters were ſent to oy petty 
tate; he knew the diſagreeable predicament, a Miniſter, 
ling to make a reform, would ſtand in, were he to at- 
empt it on his own ſtrength. It would be prodigious irkſome 
o be obliged to ſay to a Secretary of State, who has ſo few 
ppointments in his gift, „I muſt ſtrike off ſuch and ſuck 
Envoys who are in your department, the. ſtate of the 
* civil liſt requires it, &c.” While, on the contrary, if 
Parliamentary enquiry was ſet on foot, and arrangements 
nade to take place in conſequence of ſuch enquiry, 1n order 
o reduce the expenditure, the blame would be ſhifted from 


4 _ 


„Ind ill treated. ; 
The queſtion being put the Houſe divided: Ayes 114, 
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in the opinion of all indifferent and impartial men, the noble 


onſent to the propoſed Committee of Enquiry ; becauſe, if 


de faid, that the charge of Ambaſſadors was a very heavy 


ave happened, the blame would fall of courſe on his Lord- 
ip, as Chancellor of the Exchequer. Not ſuppoſing that 


- 


e Miniſter, and the ſuperfluous branches of the civil lift 
hight be pruned, or totally lopped off, without giving any 

rect offence to thoſe who might, on the mere perſonal in- 
ference of the Miniſter, look upon themſelves pointed at, 
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The Houſe then went into a Committee of ſupply, and 
came to the following reſolutions : ry 
That the ſum of 618, 3401. &c. 
That 100,000). per annum, &c. 


fn AUTHENTIC LIST of the MEMBERS ef the Hors »f Con: 
MONsS, who weted AGAINST the Motion for granting 620,000. fr 
payment of the KinG's DEBTs, | 5 
| 1 | | Durham. _ 
Earl of Upper Offory, Bedfordſhire J. Tempeſt, Durham City 
Sir William Wake, Bedford Town n 3 
Zr Sir G. Savile, Yorkſhire | 
Francis Annefley, Reading Wm. Baker, Aldborough T 
Bucks. Sir 1 Pennyman, Beverley 
Earl Verney, Buckinghamſhire G. F. Tufaell, ditto 
James Grenville, Buckingham Hon. L. T. Watſon, Heydon H 
Wm. Drake, Jun. Agmondeſham Ld. G. Hen. Cavendiſh, Knareſ- du 


. Cheſhire. borough * 
J. Crewe Wm. Weddel, Malton Ra 
Cornwall, © Savile Finch, ditto H 
Sir Wm. Lemon, Cornwall Hen. Peirſe, Northallerton ; 
Samuel Salt, Liſkdare - T. Frankland, Thirſk B 
G. Hunt, Bodmyn II. J. Cavendiſh, York 2 
Phil. Raſhleigh, Fowey E 8 
Cumberland. J. Luther, Eſſex . 
Henry Fletcher, Cumberland Glouceſterſhire. 1 
Walt. Sp. Stanhope, Carliſle Sir Wm. Guiſe, Glouceſterſhire Io 
James Adair, Cockermouth Sir Wm. Codrington, Tewkeſburf r 
| Derbyſhire. J. Martin, ditto | 2c0 
Ld. F red, Cavendiſh , Derby 1 an 
Devonſhtre. Sir G. Cornwall, Herefordſhire i; 0 
IJ. Parker, Devonſhire Hertfordſhire, 8 
J. Rolle Walter, ditto Wmqm. Plummer, Hertfordſhire 8 
ir G. Yonge, Honiton Tho. Halſey, ditto ä d. \ 
Laur. Cox, ditto J. Radcliffe, St. Albans 
Sir C. W. Bampfylde, Exeter Kent. | wy 
Dor ſerſbire. , Hon. C. Marſham, Kent "mg 
Hump. Sturt, Dorſetſhire Rd. Milles, Canterbury 5 
T. Coventry, Bridport Lancaſhire, 


Rt. Hon. W. G. Hamilton, Ware- Ld. Rd. Cavendith, Lancaſter 
bam Rd. Pennant, Liverpool 

of. Mauger, Poole Leiceſterſhire, 
W. Mortimer, Shafteſbury J. P. Hungerford, Leiceſterſhir 


Of 
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Hon. B. Grey, Leiceſter Edmund Burke, Briſtol 
0 ee dee | Hants. | 
Ld. G. Sutton, Grantham Ld. Midleton, Whitchurch f 
Ld. Lumley, Lincoln Hon. J. Luttrell, Stockbridge |; 
Midaleſex. Staffordſhire. 1 
J. Wilkes, Middleſex Geo. Adams Anſon, Litchfield i 
. J. Glynn, ditto Hugo Meynell, Stafford | 
fy 1 London „„“ 
d. Oliver, ditto Sir G. W. Vanneck, Dunwich 1 
Fred. Bull, ditto T. Fonnereau, Aldborough A 
G. Hayley, ditto Sir C. Davers, Bury ? 
Norfolk. Surr ey. 
Sir Ed. Aſtley, Norfolk _ Sir J. Mawby, Surrey 
T. W. Coke, ditto Sir Rt. Clayton, Blechingley 
Hon. T. Walpole, Lynn Fred. Standert, ditto. 
Criſp. Molineux, ditto | Suſſex. 
Hon. Rd. Walpole, Yarmouth Ci. Goring, Shoreham 
vir H. Harbord, Norwich Filmer Honeywood, Steyning 
Northamptonſhire. Thomas Hay, Lewes 


T. Powys, Northamptonſhire arwickſhire. 

Rd. Benyon, Peterborough T. G. Skipwith, Warwickſhire 

Hon, Wilb. Tollemache, North- Sir C. Holte, Warwickſhire | 
ampton Weſtmoreland. 

Sir G. Robinſon, ditto G. Johnſtone, Appleby 

red. Montagu, Higham Ferrers Worceſterſhire. 


Northumberland, Wm. Lygon, Worceſterſhire 
dir Wm, Middleton, Northum- Wilts. 
berland C. Penruddock, Wilts 


e 


ir M. W. Ridley, Newcaſtle upon Amb. Goddard, ditto | 
6 Hon. W. Hen. Bouverie, Saliſbury 


T 
hd Wilkinſon, Berwick Rt. Hon. If. Barre, Calne 
Nottinghamſbire. E. Dunning, ditto 


e ir C. Wray, Retford on. C. J. Fox, Malmſbury 
| Sutton, Newark Gen. A. Aſhe, Heyteſbury 
; Or far gſpire. Ld. G. Gordon, Luggerſhall 
d. Wenman, Oxfordſhire J. Cooper, Downton 
Spbropſbire. Cinque Ports. 
oel Hill, Shropſhire . Treyannion, Dover 
m. Pulteney, Shrewſbury m. Nedham, Winchelſea 
ho. Whitmore, Bridgenorth : Mas. 
R ang, on 5 T. A. Smith, Carnarvonſhire 
ex. Popham, Taunton E. L. Vaughan, Merionethſhire 
Halliday, ditto Wm. Moſtyn Gwen, Montgome- 
i. T. Luttrell, Milborne Port ryſhire | 
i. 2 Sͤcotland 


Ho! 
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| Scotland, | | TELLERS. 
G. Dempſter, Dundee, &c. * Rt. Hon, T. "Townſhend, Whit. 
church 
| Geo. Byng, Wigan, 
- Adjourned to April 18. 
Reaſons of a Member of Parliament for voting againſt paying th 
King's Debts a ſecond time. 
To comprehend this queſtion fully, it is neceſſary to take 
a ſummary view of the formation, rife, and progreſs of the 
civil liſt, as now eſtabliſhed, 

When the Crown poſſeſſed ample royal demeſnes, it was 
uſual to apply to the people for aids on extraordinary occa- 
fions only; but ſince by the diſſipation of the royal revenue, 
the greateſt part of theſe lands have been alienated ; fo that 
another mode of ſupply was praQtiſed for the ſupport of th: 
crown, and certain impoſts and duties, denominated the civi 
lit revenues, were from time to time ſettled on each of ou 
ſovereigns ſoen after their acceſſion to the crown; theſe di- 
ties have been always calculated to amount to a certain ſum, 
and Parliament accuſtomed to make up the deficiencies: thi 
ſum, before the reign of George II. was 700, oool. but in tie 
firſt year after his acceſſion, in conſideration of his nume. 
rous royal family (many of whom were nearly marriageable 
Parliament thought proper to augment this ſum to 800,000/ 

per annum, in order to which they paſſed an act for granting 
a rent charge out of the Aggregate Fund of 1 20, oool.“ jr 


annum, which was expected to make the old civil liſt duti 
anſwer that full ſum, with a proviſo, however, that if they fe he ] 
ſhort, Parliament would make up the deficiencies. hon 
Anno 4 George II. it was thought proper to repeal certai 25 
| 


duties on flax, for the encouragement of the Britiſh ſail cloti 
and a clauſe was inſerted in this act for ſecuring public ci. 
ditors, by granting to them the amount of their reſpe&t 
demands on ſaid duties out of the Aggregate fund, and find 
that time it appears there has been carried in account frol 
that fund to the civil liſt 21251. 15s. 24d. per annum. 
Anno 9 George II. it was thought proper for the bene! 
of trade, to repeal certain duties on low wines, and a cla 
in that act provides for public creditors, as in the forme! 
and expreſly ſtates that his Majeſty ſhall have 70, oool. 
annum, in lieu of his demands. | 


* This ſum of 120, oool. was added, becauſe the old duties, i 
given for 700,000. per annum, had never in reality amounted! 
that ſum. - | , 

Agil 
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. Again, the 12th of George IT. certain duties on woollen 
and bays were repealed, on the ſame grounds, and a fimilar 
clauſe in this act too directs that the King, and all public 
creditors ſhall have a rent charge out of the aggregate fund, 

: Wcquivalent to their reſpective demands, on an average of eight 


years paſt, and on this account an annual ſum of 23881. 48. 
114, has been alſo carried to the civil liſt, 

Anno 30 George II. Parliament on a ſimilar account gave 
he Crown a rent charge on the wine licence duties of 70021. 
145. 3d. all which ſums together amount to 201 5161. 148. 42d. 
er annum. 

The remaining civil liſt duties commonly called the here- 
litary and temporary revenue from his Majeſty's acceſſion to 
he 5th of January, 1762, amounted to 645, 844l. 0s. 113d. 
which is equal to 538,2031. 7s. 6d per annum, to which if the 
former grants and regulations already ſpecified are added, it 
vives the full amount of the civil li revenues equal to 
730) 20l. 1s, 104d. ſo that the bargain made by the Crown 
th the public, in the commencement of this reign, for a 
lear annuity of 800, oool. per annum, actually proved a gain 
0 the Crown of 60,2791. 188. 12d.“ Since 


* 


* Curſory Obſervations, &c. 


At the time of the late King's death there was a balance in 
he Exchequer due to the Crown of one hundred and eighteen 
houſand pounds in caſh, a ſhilling of which was never ap- 
lied to the uſes for which 1t was granted. a 

On the reſignation of the Duke of Newcaſtle, this balance 
as conſiderably augmented ; it is ſaid, to upwards of one 
undred and ſeventy thouſand pounds. . 

Lord Bute ſucceeding his Grace, and we may preſume, by 
is economic plan, for leſſening the expences of his Ma- 
eſty's houſhold, ſuch as retrenching ſeveral tables, intro- 
Iucing board wages, &e. no addition was made in his admi- 
Wiſtration, 

Mr. Grenville, however, contradicted that aſſertion; for 


* > 


nd above the ſtated income, from 90,0001. to 36,0001. per 
mum, - 

The Marquis of Rockingham, and his friends aſſert, that 
0 addition was made to the out-goings during his admini- 


ation, 
O 2 On 


e affirmed, that he reduced the exceſs of out-goings, over 
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Since the 5th of January, 1762, the hereditary and tem- 


porary revenues have gone on gradually encreaſing, but this 
probably 
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On the opening of the ſeſſion 1768, application was made 
to Parliament, and 513, oool. granted in the courſe of it un 
diſcharge the civil liſt debt. 8 

If then theſe premiſes are to be depended upon, it wil n 
follow, that the balance in the Duke of Newcaftle's hands, 0 
amounted to more than the exceſs of expenditure during the 

Grenville and Rockingham adminiftration ; and that in the pr 
three years the Earl of Bute and Duke of Grafton preſidel N po 
at the Treaſury, upwards of half a million had been difti- I an 
buted among the repreſentatives of the people, in order, M dh 
preſume, to convince them, by fair and ſolid reaſoning, and yy. 
argument, that the peace was an honourable and advantage-W ve 
ous one; and that the deciſion relative to the Middleſer il 
election was juſt and conſtitutional ; and finally, that the cx-W ge. 
pulſion of Mr. Wilkes was of more real confequence, thaMW. ; 
preſerving our * ſettlements in the Eaſt-Indies, or the free rey 
navigation of the Mediterranean ſea. | thi 

On the 5th of January, 1769, his preſent Majeſty di of 
not owe a ſhilling : on the 5th of January, 1777, he hs 
himſelf acknowledged, that he is more than 600,000. in 
in debt. The only application the late King made for Pa- hon 
hamentary afiiſtance, was in 1746, after two expenſive wan 
and a formidable rebellion within the kingdom. He live 
fourteen years after, and contracted no more debts, Duruy 
this time, he had the houſhold of the late Prince of Wales 
or the Princeſs Dowager to ſupport. After the Prince's 
death, he had his children. Let us then compare any eight 
years within the laſt mentioned period, with the laſt eight, 
and we ſhall find that the expence of the Prince of Wales 
in one inſtance, and the appointment of the late Duke of 

Cumberland, or the Princeſs of Wales and her young family, Haug 

amounted to full as much as the Queen and the preſent roi nue 

family, and the appointments of the Dukes of Glouceſte 
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In 1769 the French King ſent out a very formidable navy and militi 
force to the ifles of Mauritius and Bourbon, with an intention of attacking d 
ſettlements on the Coromandel coaſt; when the fleet and army arrived, counts 
orders were waiting for them by a diſpatch over land; Choifſeul baving in the 
mean time been diſgraced, and they directed immediately to return to Europe- 
+ The conqueſt of Corfica by France. 4 
a 
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n- ¶ probably would not have happened had they till now conti- 
au nued the private property of the Crown; for when it was 
7 Wl propoſed to give up the 2 of franking, I freely con- 
curred to relinquiſh the ſame, for the benefit of the nation, 
overwhelmed with its enormous load of debt; but I certainl 
de WF ſhould not have agreed in that meaſure if I had conſidered it 
to i merely as the means of ſuperadding new powers of corrup- 
ton in tie Crown; for by that regulation, the public reve- 
ll BY nucs were ſuppoſed to be augmented about 60,000l. per ann. 
ls, too large a ſum indeed to dole away for bad purpoſes. | 
he But here it ought to be obſerved, that the 120, oool. 
he Bi jer annum, was given to George II. expreſly for the pur- 
cd Bi poſe of making up his revenues a clear 800,000. per annum 
. WF and therefore whenever ſuch growing duties, together with 
ve the equivalents already ſpecified came to produce 800, oool. 
nd iN ter annum, then of courſe the annuity ought to have re- 
WF verted to the aggregate fund. 8 
It is therefore without any foundation in truth for mini- 
* fters to ſay, his Majeſty made a bad bargain, in accepting 
a clear 800,000l. per annum, in lieu of all the former 
revenues; for we have now proved that at that very time 
this annuity confiderably exceeded the produce of the whole 
of them, 

It now remains to be ſhewn, that the annuity of 800, oool. 
fer annum, was more than fully competent for all the fair and 
honeſt purpoſes of the crown; for by the accounts now before 
Parliament, it appears, on an average of the laſt eight year's 
expenditure, including his Majeſty's expences for the royal 
family, together with every article for his ſtate and dignity, 
foreign miniſters, ſalaries of his judges, and all diſburſements 


8 5 5 


and Cumberland. If fo, how is it poſſible to account for 
the extraordinary demand now made; and the ſtill more ex- 
traordinary demand by which it is accompanied, that of an 
augmentation or a permanent enereaſe of the civil liſt reve- 
nue in future, without ſuppoſing that the repreſentatives of 
the people in the late Houſe of Commons were as difficult to 
be perſuaded of the juſtice and policy of reducing America 
to a ſtate of unconditional obedience, as their predeceſſors 
Were of the wiſdom of the peace; or the ſtate neceſſity of 
txpelling Mr. Wilkes as unworthy of a ſeat within the hal- 
lowed walls of St. Stephen? 


of 
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of civil government, for all marks of his royal bounty, and f 
for the expences of his privy purſe, the whole together amount- e 
ed to conſiderably leſs than 650,000. per annum, ſo that the Ne. 
remaining ſum of 1 50, oool. per annum, for contingencies, No 
ought ſurely to have proved more than adequate to every li. 
honeſt or viſible purpoſe whatever. | L 
Befides this 8co, oool. per annum, no account has been given fa 
to Parliament of what is called the extra revenue of the crown; ¶ ta 
we find, indeed, that above 25,000l. per annum has been paid fo 
out of the extra revenue, and yet the crown charges itſelf of 
with no receipt whatever for that fund. If an unfortunate {Min 
tradeſman had produced ſuch an account before his commiſ- art 
ſioners, inſtead of getting a certificate, he muſt have been Mo 
tried for concealing his effects. | orc 
The exact amount of this extra revenue is with difficulty to pe; 
be come at; but on conſidering the articles of which it con- oo, 
fiſts, viz. Ireland, Wales, Lancaſter, Cornwall, four and a Mc 
half per cent duties, crown-lands, quit-rents, coal- mines, mo- ¶ the 
nies eſtreated, &c. &c. the whole may be fairly eſtimated to thi: 
produce not leſs than 300, oool. per annum. S Mi 
There is a curious artiele in every year, for money return- leſt 
ed to ſheriffs for over- payments, and yet no charge is made my 
of the ſums received from the ſheriffs, although the very word 
over- payment is a proof that a balance muſt generally have 
remained in the exchequer. Any further remark on this 
would be an inſult on the reader's underſtanding. On the 
whole, it is clear, the public are groſſly impoſed on in the 
tranſaction. | 
And the additional grant cannot be defended but by the uſe 
his Majefty ſhall be pleaſed to make of it. If, however, in- 
ſtead of letting Sir Grey Cooper, and Mr. Robinſon, have 
40,000l. per annum for ſecret ſervice, we ſhould hear of the 
King's hving a little more royally in his houſhold, providing 
better for his brothers, repairing and furniſhing his miſerable 
houſes, encreaſing his collection of pictures, &c. and letting 
the public have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them, we may be 
partly reconciled to this additional expence: but if, on the 
contrary, we only find an increaſe of that ſecret influence 
which is already too great, the public will have a right to ſay, 
they have been ſcandalouſly betrayed. 
On the expenditure of the ſecret ſervice money, it is to be 
obſerved, that government ought always to have intelligence 


as early as poſhble, of any equipment of ſhips, or other mea- 


I {ures 
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ſures in foreign ſtates, that may concern the national ſafety ; 
for this purpoſe, our foreign miniſters ſhould be allowed to 
give a few penſions, or gratuities, for this purpoſe, The 
expences of this kind will vary according to the conſequence 
of the informations gained. A clerk in office will furniſh a 


cy $$ — „„ 


lt of the French regiments, and their ſtations, for a few 


Louis POrs : but ſuch a man could only, in the caſe of the 
family compact, have informed, that ſome treaty was in agi- 
; Wtation:;; the contents of it muſt be come at through higher 
d folks. When Lord Chatham had intelligence of the contents 
of that treaty, no Engliſhman would have found fault with an 
e Wincreaſe of twenty, or thirty, or even fifty thouſand, in the 
- Warticle of ſecret ſervice; the importance of the ſubject was 
n roucher enough for a large expenditure ; and this is the true 

ground for our judgment on the demands made. If it ap- 
o pears that the enormous ſums charged for this ſervice have not 
- Wcone through the hands of the ſecretaries of ſtate, but of the 
ſecretaries of the treaſury, it gives room for ſuſpicion, that 
theſe expenditures have been made nearer to Weſtminſter : and 
this is enough for our information on all ſimilar charges. 

Upon the foregoing premiſes, I flatter myſelf with the ful- 
eſt concurrence of my conſtituents, and their approbation for 
my oppoſition to this new and repeated exaction upon the 
people 3 as every unprejudiced man in England muſt be con- 
vinced, from what hath appeared, that a great deal of the 
gebt now incurred for eight years paſt, and the additional grant 
of 100,000l. per annum, can never be neceſſary for the honour 
or true dignity of the crown, but the ſame muſt be evidently 
alculated to anſwer the nefarious views of miniſtry, to cor- 
rupt the people altogether, ſo that in the end every veſtige 
of public principle, and love of our country, in oppoſition to 


xccutive part of the government, by ſuch over-ruling in- 
vence in the crown, ſhall ſtifle and extinguiſh all oppoſition 
inder his preſent Majeſty's ſucceflor, at fartheſt, that he may 
e enabled to render himſelf by corruption, as perfectly a fo- 
ereign deſpot in this country, as in our own times we have 
den the King of Sweden, aided by a corrupt ſenate and an 
nprincipled nobility, ſtudious of no other good in life, but 


nean and ſelfiſh paſſion. 


April 


he crown, may be hereafter cut up by the roots, until the 


o ſatisfy the momentary impulſe of every abje&, diſſolute, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 119 


April 18. | 
As ſoon as Sir Charles Whitworth came to the bar, in 
order to preſent the report from the Committee of Supply of 
the preceding Wedneſday, the Speaker put the queſtion, tha, 

; the ſaid report be now reccived, on which 
Mr.Demp- Mr. Dempſter roſe, and oppoſed the bringing up of the 
Per. report, recommended a Committee of Enquiry, as well in! 
the manner, and by what means the debt was incurred, 2 
what might in future be a reaſonable and competent provi. Mar 
fon, for the maintenance of the honour and dignity of the 
Crown. He ſaid, with whatever confidence Minifters might, 
be emboldened to come to Parliament, from repeated ex. 
rience, there had been always, till on the preſent occaſion, 
ſome little decency, ſome formality, ſome attention paid u be. 
office uſage, and the etiquette of Parliament. Application Mey 
were uſually accompanied by the motives which gave birt out 
to them. If an augmentation of funds was required, the tra. 
cauſe of the deficiency was ſtated ; if the deficiency was 2. i 
certained, the mode of raiſing that deficiency was pointed 
out. But how was it on the preſent os Deficiencies 
were ſtated without ſhewing the encreaſe of expenditur Miner 
that cauſed them; and a fund was defired to be created uit 
Parliament, without ſtating a fingle proof of the neceſlity|iſfiefc 
of ſuch a proviſion, It was with pain he found himſelf ob- 
liged to repeat, what in the courſe of the debate in th o 
committee, had been ſo frequently mentioned; but among ere 
a great number of inſtances equally ſtriking, he could natcall 
without aſtoniſhment, ſee an encreaſe of near half a millia 
on four articles unaccompanied by a fingle voucher to au- 
thenticate them, The heads of expenditure he particularl 
adverted to, were thoſe of the Cofferer, Treaſurer of the 
Chamber, Maſter of the Horſe, ſecret ſervice, and penſiom o 
No man in that Houſe would more chearfully co-operate e { 
relieving his Majeſty from his domeſtic embarraſſments; nay{Woniit 
at all events, to pay his Majeſty's debts ; but while his ze 
would prompt him to go thus far, his duty as a member 
that Houſe, muſt compel him to know in what manner thok 
debts were contracted. It was a duty he owed to himſelf: 
but it became ftill more particularly obligatory, when he 
was called upon to vote the money out of the pockets of hi acc 
conſtituents, Suppoſing that an act of oblivion were to tau euch 
place in reſpect to what had already paſſed; allowing tha 
the debt ought to be paid, without retroſpe& or enquiry 
the ſecond reſolution, which was going to be Baths | 


y 3 
Which 
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which was to lay an additional burden of 105, 600 I. per 

8 2:14 on the nation, demanded the moſt ſerious attention 
of Parliament. Parliament ought to be furniſhed with every 
neans that could lead to know, whether all, or any part, 
or a L ſum, were neceſſary to ſupport the digaity of 
eme Crown, That could never be known, till the real out- 
goings were ſatisfactorily aſcertained ; till neceſſary expences 
were diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that were really unneceflary 3 
and till the people were ſatisfied, that the burdens borne by 
them, were not to anſwer the purpoſes of corruption, by in- 
fluencing the conduct of their repreſentatives in Parliament. 
On the whole, he obſerved, that much the greater part of 
e exceſs of expenditure, aroſe under the five or fix heads 
before mentioned; upwards of 400, oo0l. was wrote off in a 
few lines. Whatever inclination therefore he might have, 
ut of reſpect to his Majeſty, to pay the debt already con- 
rated, he could not in — as a truſtee for the pub - 
lic at large, as more particularly bound to his conſtituents, 
ver conſent to add 100,008]. to the 800, oool. a year, 
it preſent ſettled on the Crown; if the friends of the aug; 
nentation did not firſt conſent to go into a committee of en- 
nuiry, The accounts before the Houſe were imperfect and 
lefective; and where they were not, they were intricate, 


rounds, oppoſe the bringing up of the report, till an enquiry 
ere” firſt had to ſhew that ſuch an augmentation was 
ally neceſſary. | 


ry gentleman he could never agree to laviſh the praperty 
his conſtituents in ſuch a profuſe manner, without 
owing on what account, and how it was diſpoſed of. 
e ſaid, in 1769, minifters ated both more modeſtly and 
onfiſtently. . They aſked for money only to pay the 
uing's debts, they deſired no augmentation, becauſe they 
ud none would be wanting. They produced no accounts; 
hey ſaid the debt was contracted; it muſt be paid; but 
" ſhould not be ſo in future. What is the cen of 

unifters on the preſent occaſion ? They pretend to prfduce 
n account, which is in fact no account, becauſe it is neither 
uched nor documented, nor can it be underſtood. They 


d they demand an augmentation, without adducing a ſingle 
vof that it ought to be granted, . cy 
Vor. VII, | E 


bſcure, and unintelligible; he ſhould, on theſe ſeveral 


Sir Edward Aſiley coincided entirely in the ſentiments Sir £dward 
f the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. As a coun- ig. 


opt the language of 1769, that the debt muſt be paid; 


Mr, | 
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Mr. Srarley. Mr. Stanley, to explain how the exceſs in the cofferer' 
office had been cauſed. He ſaid, it was not the buſineßß 
of that office to examine in'o the detail; the warrant 
being the only vouchers. The cofferer iſſued the money: 
directed to be paid; his account properly contained no- 
thing more than the receipts and diſburſments ; when 
therefore money was iſſued by the cofferer, it was no, part 
of his duty to know for what particular ſervice the mo- 
ney was paid, but whether the order was officially made 
out, and came properly authenticated to his office. 
Lori Nartb. Lord North roſe, to anſwer ſome objeQtions made by the 
two honourable gentlemen who ſpoke firſt in the debate. He 
obſerved, that if the accounts were defective, it was not the 


— 
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ſtand the teſt of enquiry, then an addition to an incompe- 
tent revenue will follow as a matter of courſe. But how are 


the premiſes to be aſcertained? Not ſurely by the accounts 


now lying on your table. They tell us nothing; they leave 


erery thing in darkneſs and obſcurity; or they are mani- 
feſtly calculated to impoſe and miſlead. When therefore, I 
ſay i am equally againſt paying the debt, and granting the 
propoſed augmentation, I would be underſtood, that I cannot 
conſiſtently with my duty, as a member of this Hauſe, or 
as a faithful guardian of the property of my conſtituents, 
agree to either, till I receive that ſpecies of information, that 
may lead to ſhew that the debt was in the firſt inſtance neceſ- 
farily incurred; and that the addition is a neceſſary conſe- 


quence of that expenditure, which experience has ſhewn the 
maintenance of the honour and dignity of the Crown re- 


quires. If this be not fair reaſoning, it it be not arguing 
upon principle, I ſhould be glad to know, what would the 


negative to prove; but that the miniſter for the time 


being might laviſh the public treaſure as he pleaſed ; or which 
was nearly the ſame thing, 1ncur debts to any amount he 
thought proper; and then come to Parliament without any 
account, or with any account, however imperfect, and de- 
fire that the debt thus incurred might be diſcharged. Is not 
the latter preciſely the. cafe at preſent? Was not the former 
exactly the caſe in 1769? Standing therefore on this ground, 
I ſhall refiſt every propoſition for a grant of public money, 
which is not accompanied by the reaſons which ſupport it, 
and the propriety, if not neceſſity, for granting it; becauſe, 
if ſome ſtated rule be not adhered to, the argument would 
come to this: that a mere incurring of a debt would eſtabliſh 
a claim for its payment: and he, in whom this unlimited 
power of virtually pledging the public to the payment of 
whatever debts he might contract, would moſt certainly hold 
the public purſe, to uſe it at his pleaſure. The Governor 
made ſeveral obſervations on the encouragement ſuch a par- 
liamentary doctrine would give to future miniſters, if aſſented 


to in the extent he heard it argued the other night. The 


noble Lord in the blue ribbon, knew the full operation an 
addition of 100, oool. a year would have on the under- 


ſtandings of ſome idle or ſceptical members; and how effec- 


tually jt would ſerve to oil the wheels of government, now 
and then apt to run heavy. His Lordſhip was fully appriſed 
tow many had taſted of the ſweets extracted from the civil 

| | en P 2 | | liſt 
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lift revenue; how many wiſhed to partake more bounteouſly 
of them; and what a new ſupply, the preſent propoſed ad- 
dition, would afford, Yet a 


would operate contrary to his expeQation, in more inſtances 
than one; it would create ſolicitations for favours ; it would 
render the hungry and unſatisfhed dependants of the Court, 
more prefling and enormous in their demands; whereas, vot- 
ing againſt the meaſure, and defeating it, would be the on! 

means of proving to them, that all their reſources, — 
that channel, were cut off. He ſaid, in they days, a ſum 
of nearly 200, oool. a year was looked upon as a triffe; yet 
trifling as it might appear, when laid down on the large ſcale 
of millions, if members were yet to be bought at the current 
eſtabliſhed price, ſome few years ſince, at 6ool. per anmm, 
200, oool. prudently laid out, would purchaſe a clear decifivg 


majority of that Houſe, without even the aſſiſtance of th 


reſent ſtanding corps of penſioners and placemen, alread/ 
retained by their places, penſions, and annuities, in the ſer. 
vice of Government, But if adminiſtration, already ſtrong 
enough in numbers, ſhould think better to lay out a part in 
the purchaſe of the venal rotten boroughs all over the king 
dom, this 200, oool. a year might be moſt uſefully employ- 
ed, and the Court have it in its power, to make member, 
and not be at the trouble of bribing them. He faid, the 
noble Lord had confined the whole income of the extra reve- 
nue to the Duchy of Cornwall. This was a language to- 
tally new to him. He would be glad to know, from the 
noble Lord, what was become of the revenue formerly 
drawn from the principality of Wales, of the four anda 
half per cent. duties, on the produce of. the Leewarl 
Iſlands; of the revenues of the Biſhopric of Oſnaburgh, 
and thoſe drawn from the Duchy of Lancaſter, and from 


Ireland. His Lardſhip, the other night, ſeemed to be quite 


certain of recovering America, and counted on his Majcſty! 
hereditary revenue in that country, as a matter of courle, 
If fo, the rents there would gradually encreaſe; and would 
augment the extra revenue, which with the other brancher 
of it already enumerated, would in a few years, if pris 
dently managed, create an additional fund, that would for 


an ample revenue for the firſt crowned head in Europe. I 


the account of the ſecret: ſervice, it appeared, that withit 


le as his Lordſhip was, and 
ready to oblige his friends, he ſuſpected the augmentation 


the laſt eight years the enormous ſum of 690,000), had N i 
*t * as 
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laviſhed under that head of expenditure, a t part of 
which was directly iſſued to Sir Gray Cooper and Me. John 
Robinſon, ſecretaries of the treaſury ; and he preſumed, if 
common ſenſe was to govern, if probabilities were to pre- 
yail, it muſt be concluded, that all, or the greater part. of 
the money paid into the hands of thoſe gentlemen, was diſ- 
tributed among members, in order to influence their voices 
in Parliament; or at leaſt, in order to regulate their Parli- 
amentary conduct, by enlightening their underftandings. 
Nay, I will not ftop here, I will ſay more. I will ſay, that 
all this money has not been diſtributed among the members 
of this Houſe ; part of it has gone to my countrymen, in 
the other; and yet finally operated within theſe walls. It 
has been diſtributed in a manner, which I much more diſap- 
prove of, becauſe it has effected double miſchief, My coun- 
trymen, the Scotch Lords, have not only got part of it for 
their votes, but for doing worſe, for influencing the elections 
in that part of the kingdom; and by that means, ſending us 
members to this Houſe. They are choſen themſelves by the 
miniſter for the time being. They, in return, chuſe: repre- 
ſentatives for the people; they ſend their choice here, not to 
'ote or act according to opinion or conſcience, but as their 
patrons direct them, In a few lines, three millions of money 
are ſet down, without. a ſingle voucher; which is no more 

1 ſaying, © We have received ſo much, we have paid ſo 
much; the balance is ſo much againſt us; and conſequent- 
ly we owe ſo much.“ This I will venture to contend, is 
no account; and if prudence 1s to govern us, and we are to 
pay the debt incurred without account, for God's ſake let 
us not depart from every rule of uſage, juſtice, and common 
enſe, by voting an addition without account; or till ſome 
— are laid before us, to ſhew, that ſuch an addition is 
necella | 3 3 


plications made by the Crown to Parliament, ſince the Re- 
olution; in order to ſhew, that it had been uniformly 
the cuſtom, to grant the money required in moſt inſtances, 
mithout any account; and where accounts were preſented or 
alled for, 'with accounts made up in the manner now, he 
believed for the firft time, ſo ſeverely cenſured; fo it was in 
Queen: Anne's reign, in 17 10; in 1721, that of George the 
Firſt ; in the ſame reign in the year 1725; at the acceſſion 
r his late Majeſty,” when the 100, oool. augmentation was 
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Mr. Fits roſe next, and took a review of the ſeveral ap- Mr. Ells 
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indeed might be a reaſon for diſcontinuing the ſecret ſer- 


him, declared, he was totally againſt paying the debt, a 
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made to the civil liſt revenue, which was then fixed at Nhe 


Joo, oool; in 1747, the 20th of the late King; and ſince the P. 


acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, in the year 1769. He ir 
contended, that on all of theſe occaſions, no accounts were H 
produced; or they were accounts like the preſent, ſhewing he 
the groſs expenditure, under the ſeveral heads. It would, WP” 
he ſaid, in many inſtances, be impoſſible to make out the of 
accounts in any other manner; and when they might, the ſet 
diſburſments came preciſely to the ſame point. As to the be 
ſecret ſervice money, which had furniſhed fo happy a topic of 
for the gentleman who complained of the enormity of the {M!7 
expence, it juſt amounted to this, in fair argument: Ei- 
ther ſuch a head of expenditure, ought, or ought not to e 
be permitted. If it ought, it was ſurely idle to find fault the 
with 1t; the very title was expreſſive of its true nature, 


It was money given for certain ſecret tranſactions, which Hi 
it was proper to conceal, and ſuppoſed to be for the in- the 
tereſt of this country. The employing this money witely * 


and faithfully, was entruſted to certain perſons, who were 
bound only by a faithful diſcharge of their duty; if ther 
was any thing then in the objections made, it could not 
reach the mode of making up the account; it mutt be en- 
tirely perſonal, againſt thoſe who diſtributed the money, 
If no ſuch power ought to be intruſted to miniſters, that 


vice money, in future; but till ſuch a reſolution was taken, 
it muſt be provided for; and from its very nature mul 
continue to be accounted for, in the cuſtomary manner, a 
none other would be practicable. 5 | 

Colonel Barre, after controverting ſeveral of the fach 
laid down by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke before 


making any further addition or allowance whatever. I 
1769, he. recolleQed, very well, the conduct of the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon, who was then, as well as now, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. When preſſed on that occa- 
fion, from this ſide of the Houſe, he declared openly, na 
folemnly pledged himſelf, that he would never come again 
to that Houſe, on the ſame errand; that he would not 
adviſe -the King to promiſe what he could not perform; 
but to endeavour to keep within | bounds ; and if he coull 
nat keep within the 800, oool. in that caſe, he - ſhould cel 
tainly adviſe his Royal Maſter, not by any means to app! 
to Parliament, without accompanying ſuch application * 


the moſt full, clear, ſpecific, and ſatisfactory accounts. Now 


s how has the noble Lord performed his engagements with 
be Parliament and the public? He has come again to requeſt 
7. Wirom this Houſe, to pay the debt incurred by the Crown. 
we has not kept the civil liſt expenditure within the bounds 
he promiſed to endeavour to limit it; but if that ſhould 
prove impracticable, he has totally failed in the performanee 
be of the condition annexed ; he has not accompanied the pre- 
he (cnt application with the neceſſary accounts; and ſtill to 
de beichten the whole, he has come with the modeſt demand 


of 100, oool. addition, without a fingle document, to juſti- 


certain race of animals, who were daily encreaſing in this 
country, called ContraQtors ; and, if he was well informed, 
the noble Lord gave every encouragement in his power to 


alt : . i | 
e, che propagation of this ſpecies of the canine and carniverous, 
His Lordſhip not only tamed and domeſticated them when 


they fawned, and cringed, and flattered ; but he hunted and 
fought them, and never was eaſy till he brought and ſecured 


ul them within the pleaſing toils of a. fat lucrative contract. 
As his Lorſhip ſeemed ſo fond of contractors, in all tranſ- 
actions, more immediately within his own province, mini- 
n. tlerial and official, it might be fairly preſumed, he was equally 
x olicitous to encourage them in every thing reſpecting the 


Royal Houſhold. Some, he preſumed, contracted to ſupply 
dis Majeſty with bread ; others, meat; a third kind with 
wine; a fourth, beer, &c. Now if one might judge, from 
the manner the contracts for the American war were made 
and executed, and ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty's Houſhold was 
ſupplied upon ſimilar terms, it would be extremely eaſy to 
account for the debt incurred, without ſuppoſing that the 
expenditure had been laid ont in corrupting the members of 
either Houſe, of Parliament; nay, if the debt was treble 
what it is, as he was well convinced, there was not a fingle 
contract of any conſequence, made ſince the commencement 
of the American war, that the public did not pay full 40 
ter cent. over and above the market price, and paying for 
very riſque of inſurance, and reaſonable allowance for time 
and trouble. He next enumerated the ſeveral ſources of 
the extra revenue, and inſiſted, that independent of Hano- 
m ver or Oſnaburgh, his Majeſty was in the actual poſſeſſion 
allo! a million a year; and he confeſſed, he was much aſto- 
e niſhed to hear his Lordſhip. confine the extra revenue, to 


fy his requeſt. The Colonel next turned his attention to a 
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| laid on their commerce, and a variety of other particular; Bf 


Mr. Grea- 
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the Duchy of Cornwall, in exclufion of the Duchy of Lan- 
caſter, Principality of Wales, four and a half per cent. duties, 
and the revenue drawn from Ireland, which alone, at this in- 
ſtant, amounted to full men ber annum, 50,0001. of which} 
was paid to perſons reſident within this kingdom. He con- 

claded, with deſcribing the hardſhips borne by the Iriſh, the l 
epprefſions the poor labour under, the decline of their trade, 
the ruin of their ſtaple manufacture, the wanton reſtraint, 


and finally affirmed, that no nation under the ſun was ever 
fo fleeced, ſcourged, and opprefled as the Iriſh, 

Mr. Grenville ſpoke next: ſaid, though he had as bigi ff x; 
reſpect for the perſon of the King, and was as zealous to 
ſupport any meaſure which promiſed to promote his do- P 
meſtic happineſs, as any perſon in that Houſe, he would n« th 
deſerve the name he bore, if he betrayed the duty he owed 
to his country and his Sovereign, w giving a filent vote ail © 
the preſent occaſion. He was fully ſatisfied, from papenſW.- 
which came to his hands, from the moſt clear, incontroveri. 6 
ble, and authentic documents, that 800,000). a year, was: of 
moſt ample revenue, if frugally, faithfully, and judiciouſl 
managed, to 13 in the utmoſt ſplendour, the luſtre and i 
dignity of the Crown. He heard ſome very ſtrange things fil N 
from the friends of the meaſure, and particularly from the 
noble Lord, who brought the mefſage. The noble Lord fad, I . 
that the King drew no advantage whatever from the extnf-+ 
revenue, but from that part of it which aroſe within the re 
Duchy of Cornwall. The fact might be ſo; he hoped u 
noble Lord was miſtaken or miſinformed. If he was not, 
furely the matter was deſerving of the moſt minute enquiry 
and ſerious attention of that Houſe, to diſcover how, d 
where the reinainder of the extra revenue was ſunk, Wa 
the revenue no more; or was it ſtill in being, but 
in ſuch a manner, as to transfer the controul and poſſeſſiu 
of it, from the Crown into other hands? This, in his opi- 
nion, was a matter that called loudly for inveſtigation; be. 
cauſe, in the firſt place, his Majeſty ſhould not be repreſented 
as poſſeſſing a revenue long ſince annihilated, or out of hu 
wer; and Parliament and the nation ſhould be informed, 
w the revenue came to be annihilated or alienated. Such at 


enquiry, would lead to an account of the four and a half j# 
z#nt. duties, the revenues drawn from the Principality an 
Duchy, and the whole of the caſual revenue, not appropriate 
Dy Parliament, With regard to the four and half per 
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he had indeed heard ſtrange doctrine from the noble Lord, 
chat it was ruined by the many grants of penſions now upon 
„it; did the noble Lord mean, that becauſe it was all ex- 
l hauſted by the Crown penſions, that therefore it was no part 


n. of the revenue? Or, did he not know that the whole of 


he lhe! "I | : | 
ſuch gränts were illegal? A language which he was autho- 
8 ray; as he — . — journals ſo to do; 
* is he would, if called upon, refer to a reſolution of that 
iHouſe, deelaring ſuch grants illegal and unconſtitutional: 
er that if no one contradicted his aſſertion, he hoped the Houſe 
would give credit to it, and he would prove it if neceſlary : 
ne concluded by repeating that 800,000). was a noble, com- 
petent, and ample revenue; and though it were not, that it 
was incumbent-on adminiſtration to ſatisfy Parliament, upon 
"I the moſt ſatisfactory and inequivocal proofs, that it was ne- 
ceſſary to augment it. 3 | | 


a Mr. Alderman Saꝛobridge roſe, and contended that the de- Mr. Ald. 
ficiency now deſired to be provided for, might eaſily be ac- Sawbridges 


2 -_ 


counted for, without having recourſe to the encteaſed'price 


TE 


rupting both houſes ; it had been ſpent in private, as well as 
po penſions; in fingle bribes, in temporary 'gratuities. 

he civil liſt revenue had been drained. by as many different 
means as want ſuggeſted, or as corruption was capable of de- 
viſiag or inventing. Penſions during pleaſure were granted, 
the-moſt ſure and certain means of keeping members to their 
duty, by having the terrors of its being withdrawn continu- 
ally ſuſpended over their heads, as ſoon as:ever they dared 
to think for themſelves, | "Lig 
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q Here a great confuſion .aroſe,, ſome calling to order; ſome 
„v fake dewn his words; others, hear him, hear him! As 
bon as this had ſubſided a little, Mr. Marſham deſired 
dat the honourable gentleman might name the members of 
i that Houſe wo enjoyed penſions during pleaſure, as there 
2 a ſtatute in being, which created a diſability. from 
ny perſon fitting there who enjoyed à penſion during 
il Pleaſure, Several members on the treaſury-bench, and 
nw that part of the Houſe, defired that the words might 
be taken down by che clerk. Others infifted, that fuch a 
„ vode of proceeding was neither orderly nor Parliamentary, 
all for the honourable gentleman was at liberty to retract his 
tel 


Fords, if any paſſionate expreſſion. had fallen from him in the 
warmth of debete ; or explain them, agreeable to the ſenſe 
he — they ſhould convey. This argument was replied to 
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of the neceſſaries of life; it had been imployed in cor - 
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“repeat them, repeat them: he will ſurely not refuſe to te 


Mr. Burke. 


by jocularly obſerving, that the words “ influence the 


debate, as well as the preſent, which ſubſtantially im. 


high offence. For his part, he could ſec little difference, if 


however, that the ſound ef the latter was coarſe and impo- 


fore, the whole matter might be explained to the entire {+ 
_. #isfaftion of all parties: thoſe who liked, and thoſe wh 
- diſliked the word corruption; for though it ſhould be give 
up by one fide, the ſenſe would be ſtill retained, and it woul 
 compheatly ſatisfy fuch as diſapprove of it, that it was to bl... 


honourable gentleman was a citizen, and had not attained 
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by a general os loudly vociferated from the ſame quarter 
whence the noiſe and confufion from the beginning originated, 


peat his words.. ; | 6 
Mr. Burke roſe, and endeavoured to ſtill the uproat, 


members and < encreaſc the influence of the crown”? wen 
the current and faſhionable expreſſions uſed in the former 


ed the ſame with the words which had now given ſuck 


any, between influence and corrupt influence; and corrupt 
influence and downright plain corruption. He confeſſal 


lite, when compared with the former. On this ground the- 


forever out of the Parliamentary vocabulary. I ad 


tat height of polite phraſeology, for which ſuch as happii is 
reſide at the other end of the town are ſo juſtly diſtinguiſh, 


ed; for which reaſon what a courtier or an inhabitant of tis 


weſt end of the town called influence, the worthy aldermaero 


M.T. 
Tewnſendy 


bridge. 


former he begged to acquaint, that he never meant to reti 


* 


e would now give the opportunity they ſeemed fo anxioul 
to dleſire 3 he would repeat what hè ſaid at the onſet. ** If 
there are ſeveral members who have penſions during pleaſur 


8 according to his groſs mode of expreſſion, very impropei 


ne 
explain his words; and was ſure he would, if the Hou 

t ht proper ta infift on an explanation. . dl 
Mr. S. Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, he was mucly obliged to his friends, i 


called corruption, 


4 


the readineſs they had. manifeſted in endeavouring to previliſſhe - 


the diſpleaſure of the Houſe. from falling on him; and Md: 


thoſe who had manifeſted their zeal on the other fide. - I. 
his words, or explain away their meaning; and to the lat] . 


for 
plot 


-+ Theſe were my words, J repeat them, and I deſire, if Pen t 
' zealous gentlemen, -who were ſo vociferous a few mini le w 


- 


 fince, think proper that they may take them down, Il 
dare members of the other Houſe who have penſions gurl 
- . | q Ple 
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pleaſure. Without therefore retracting or explaining my a 
words, I again aſſert, that there are members who enjoy 
penſions during pleaſure. He then directed his attention 
to Lord North, whom he charged in the roundeſt manner 
with public profuſion, and with ſquandering the nati- 
onal treaſure, in ſome inſtances, to the very worſt purpoſes, 
and that ſome of the very debt for which the noble Lord ap- 
lied to Parliament to pay off, was ſpent and ſquandered away 
jn hiring ſpies and informers, to ruin and diſtreſs innocent 
men; men in every light as loyal to the King, and as faithful 
o their country, as their perſecutors would perſuade the 
rorld to believe they themſelves were, He then mentioned 
the affair of Dignam*, and charged adminiſtration, with the 
moſt baſe and nefarious deſigns, in hiring. a profligate ruf- 
fan to impeach him, and ſeveral other members of both 
ouſes, of an intention of carrying into execution the moſt 
cruel and bloody purpoſes. Wt bc 
Lord North denied that adminiſtration had at all been in- Lord Nerth. 
ſtrumental in encouraging Dignam. He affirmed, that no 
money had been given to him; and that what was done by the 
ecretaries of ſtate was an act of office duty, which if 
ad neglected, would have juſtly made them liable to the 
oft ſevere cenſure, Every ſervant of the Crown is, from 
is ſituation, bound to liſten, though not to believe. Not to 
lo the firſt, would be treachery; to be operated on by the 
on improbable or inſufficient grounds, would be prepoſ- 
erous and abſurd. What then was the conduct of admini- 
ration 2 They ſteered clear of both objections. They did 
ot reject without enquiry, nor did they credit what in itſelf 
ppeared to them highly improbable. They examined Dig- 
am cloſely ; they endeavoured to fift him to the bottom. 
hey heard with aſtoniſnment his narrative; and perceived 
at it bore throughout the ſtrangeſt marks of plauſibility, if 
tot authenticity, They nevertheleſs acted with prudence, 
id reſorted to every precautian which wiſdom could poſſibly 
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* This man had been recently ſentenced to hard labour upon 
be river Thames, for obtaining money under fraudulent pretences. 
defore his trial, he pretended to diſcover to the ſecretary of Nate, 
plot, which he ſaid was formed by ſeveral noblemen and gentle- 
nen to aſſaſſinate the King. He pretended Mr. S. was one. The 
lle was at firſt liſtened to, but in a Yery ſhort time the whole was 
oh 


of his own invention. 


und to be an infamous falſhood, entire 
| FV 5 ſiuggeſt 
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Mr. Fax. 


and the currency of certain words, at the different ends d 


agreeable to city manners. After making his friends lag 
| Houſe, relative to the accounts of the treaſurer of the cha- 
ed the gentlemen in oppofition, if what they deſired was 4 
minute account, vouched by the petty tradeſmen's bills, tit 
| they ſought, they were not, it was true, to be had, becau 
they were unneceflary ; but if they wanted a faithful and ful 
account” of the expenditure, it lay on the table for their pe 


every perſon he did not come to that Houſe predetermines 
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ſuggeſt in ſo nice and critical a fituatipn. They ſought for 
collateral proofs of the truth of what he aſſerted in regard of 
others, as well as teſtimonies of what degree of credibility he 
was entitled to. They ordered him to be watched; his haunts 
were thereby diſcovered; and what appeared from the begin. 
ning ſuſpicious, proved ſoon true; he was found out to be: 
villain, a liar, and an impoſtor; and as ſuch was diſmiſſed, 
and abandoned to his fate. He could not help obſerving Wl a 
how bitterly the worthy alderman complained of the ig ne je 
Dignam had done him, by inventing ſuch groſs falfities ; and t! 
yet the worthy alderman, at the very inſtant he is ſtating hu fi 
complaint, is himſelf guilty of a fault of a ſimilar nature; ¶ it 
he charges him, and the reſt of adminiftration, with giving dr 
Dignam money. He affured the worthy alderman, that 
Dignam had no money; and that he was not ſuborned ff to 


but offered his information voluntarily; he therefore could w. 
not 'otherwife account for the alderman's aſſertions but by Will v: 


ſuppoſing, that as Dignam had aſſerted falfities of the alder- ¶ ne 
man, he, in return, was reſolved to retaliate on adminiſtra Wi ſat 
tion. An honourable gentleman over the way, [Mr. Burke] an: 
had, he obſerved, employed a great deal of wit and inge- 
nuity in reconciling the alderman's intentions and exprefſiony 


the town; and with his uſual philological perſpicuity ſhewd 


the general acceptation of the words influence, corrupt inffi- irec 
- ence, and corruption; and ſuppoſed that his city friend, 


a citizen, had choſen the groſs. word corruption, as mol 


very heartily, his Lordſhip became ſerious. - He anſwered 
a great many queſtions put to him from ſeveral parts of tht 


ber, cofferer, maſter of the horſe, penſions, annuities, au- 
baſſadors, and ſecret ſervice. His Lordſhip frequently aſk 


grocer, butcher, baker, &c. &c. If thoſe were the account 


ruſal; and muſt, he was certain, afford ample ſatisfaction u 


to find fault. | | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, there was a very material difference b 
producing vouchers for each article, oy eyes ſmall ſums pal 
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ar to petty tradeſmen, and not producing a ſingle authority or 


of WM document which was fufficient to ſatisfy the Houſe, that the 
BY groſs ſums charged were faithfully expended under the heads 
uin which they were charged; and he defied his Lordſhip, 
©: with all his wit and ingenuity, to ſhew by any true criterion 
ai of diſtinction the leaſt.ſhadow. of difference between an ac= 
„count thus unvouched and no account: and he bi the 
nz WY attention of the Houſe to this fingle illuſtration of the ſub- 
ect of debate; what ſubſtantial difference did it make, whe- 
nd WY ther the 618,0001. was wrote off in a ſingle line, twenty, or 
u WM five hundred, when the ſeveral ſums ſet oppoſite. the reſgeive 
eitems came totally unaccompanied. by vouchers ? He next 


drew a compariſon between the, preſent adminiſtration, and 
that of the late Duke of Newcaſtle ; and ſo puſhed it back 
to the commencement of the late reign, which he contended 
was the moſt great and glorious this nation ever beheld. It 


neſt, ſteady, and ſincere. His miniſters ſought. His perſonal 


the doctrines they profeſſed, and to the perſons with whom 
they aſſociated. What was now the caſe ? Corruption and 
patronage. had e the land. The King's name was 
frequently proſtitut | 

was certain: the ſovereign was too good a man, and too great 


a King, | 
covered the concealed but plaufible motives whence they ori- 


ajorities were found to ſupport the worſt meaſures with as 
much alacrity as the beſt. e influence of the Crown de- 
tired additional ſtrength from its power over the treaſury, 
and majorities: were now called upon to make good the very 
rapine and plunder they had long 3 ſhared; and to create 
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all principle, as well in politics. as morals, had been, ſince 
the commencement. of the preſent, reign entirely exploded. 
That very formidable phalanx which now lines the treaſury 
Wbcach, have. thrown afide. their opinions the day they accepted 
wet their appointments. Corruption ſweeps ever 108. E: 

fore it. Its power or. influence, or whatever elſe it may be 
eu ealed, is almoſt irrefiſtible. It is now got to its zenith. Sir 
a Robert Walpole, it was ſaid, was the father of corruption; 


the 


Was à reign of YT1nciple throughout . the ſovereign was ho- 
ſatisfaction and domeſtic quiet; and maintained the honour 


aud dignity of the nation. Even the different parties who 
caballed for power, were open in their profeſſions, faithful to 


by his miniſters, to purpoſes which he 
ever to have ſanctioned, if he had previouſly dif- 
nated, Miniſters diſdained to purſue ſuch appearances. 


afund in future for the ſame purpoſes. To finiſh the com- 
pariſon, -and bring the two reigns in a compleat counterview, 
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the preſent, is his equal, if not in abilities, at leaſt in his art 
of managing Parliaments. He has improved on the founder 
of this corrupt ſyſtem ; he has carried it to infinitely a 
6% extent. But then, he has had the addreſs to loſe, 
half the empire, as one of the firſt happy conſequences of his 
experimental improvements. 3 | 

Mr. Burks Mr. Burke entered into a detail of the civil liſt expen. MW" 
diture; compared it” with that of every reign ſince the re- 
volution, particularly the late reign ; and proved from a va- 
riety of documents, that the civil liſt revenue, as it now 
ſtood, if properly managed, was amply ſufficient to maintain 
the Royal Houſhold in dignity, ilekdoar, and affluence; 
and all the expences of the civil government, upon the moſt 
generous and liberal ſcale : from which he drew this natural 
deduction, that the exceſs of expenditure aroſe from a want 
of ceconomy ; or was employed to carry into execution a 
P of bribery and corruption, which had become for 
e 


everal years paſt the great engine of government in this 
country. Though it was nine o'clock when he roſe, he was 
heard with great attention. e, r 
Mr. Rigly, Mr. Rigby attacked oppoſition very violently. He ſaid, no 
accounts were ever given, nor ought to be now given. That 
he was aſtoniſhed how the noble Lord could waſte: his 'time 
in anſwering all the trifling and irrelative queſtions which had 
been Sat © Fiat in the courſe of the evening. For his pat, 
were he in the noble Lord's fituation, he would make it. 
rule never to anſwer a queſtion put by an individual member 
In his place. The miniſter. had no occaſion to waſte his 
time ſo idly, and to fo little purpoſe. If, on the othet 
Hand, the Houſe, or the majority of it, as binding the mi, 
nority, aſked queſtions, or demanded explanations then indeet 
it was incumbent on the miniſter to give ſuch anſwers as wen [ 
not inconfiſtent with his duty to his ſovereign, and to a true 8 
and faithful diſcharge of the particular office which he filled. 
It was proper to anſwer the Houſe, but not otherwiſe. Ht 
then turned his attention towards Governor Johnſtone, wht, 
he ſaid, had aſked queſtions, and called for explanations 
which he had no right to do. He allowed it might b 
the cuſtom of that worthy. venerable aſſembly, the Parli: VE 
ment of Leadenhall-ftreet ; but he truſted he ſhould ner! 
ſee the day that it would be adopted or endured as a rut 
in that Houſe. Their conduct reſpecting their own affairs 
did not Encourage the world to imitate or emulate the pol. 
Fare The company would have long f nd 


il 
rY 
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Parliament; they became bankrupt, and were on the very 
ſerge of deſtruction, if they had not been ſnatched from it 
by the legiſlature. Now that they had got a little the bet- 
er of their difficulties they began to relapſe, and would once 
more call for the aid of Parliament; but he hoped Parliament 
would no more permit themſelves to be impoſed upon, nor 


2 CY mY ce w 


honeſty to execute with fidelity. 


vith being no Jeſs deſtitute of truth and argument, than they 
were manifeſtly ſcurrilous and indecent. In reply to the charge 
of miſmanagement againſt the Eaſt-India directors, and the 
ompany at large, he inſiſted that the honourable gentleman 
yas much miſtaken. The Eaſt-India Company's affairs were 
managed at leaſt as well before as fince government, not Par- 


reaſe the influence of the crown, The company, before 
Parliament meddled with their affairs, acquired a' great em- 


ir, it was well if the policy and wiſdom that had been this 
4 night ſo highly extolled, would not as it had commenced in 
1 muſtice and oppreſſion be conſequential of 13 miſchief, 
bead end in a total loſs of that part of the Britiſh Empire. 
ut ſuppoſing that the mode of procecding in Leadenhall- ſtreet 


vas preciſely what the honourable gentleman would fain re- 
reſent ĩt, ſuppoſing their mode of proceeding did not arrive to 
at correct notion of order which ſeemed to pervade the ho- 
tourable gentleman's thoughts; ſuppoſing it was all diforder 
in Leadenhall- ſtreet, and corruption there and elſewhere, he 
vould have thought the honourable gentleman would be the 
aſt in that Houſe to have mentioned it. It was neither 
ore or leſs than criminating himſelf, not only individually, 
ut as the head and oracle of a party. He had the ſagacity 
o diſcover the ſentiments of a majority, in Leadenhall-ſtreet 


xheved, to vote in a majority. He had ſeen him attend re- 
larly in Leadenhall-ſtreet at all the courts and ballots, to 
Iote with his long train of dependents, clerks, and parti zans; 
that if the Eaſt-India Company had miſmanaged their af- 
ars, the honourable gentleman ſhould have been charitable 


ſelf 


been totally ruined had it not been for the interference of 


longer truſt the management of the affairs of the eaſt to a ſet. 
of men who had neither the abilities to govern well, nor the 


lament, interfered ; the latter being only an engine employed 
dy the former to create a new ſource of patronage, and en- 


6 well as in Weſtminſter, He had always the prudence he 


p nd tender mouthed, when he recollected, that he him- 


1271 


Governor FJohnſtone replied warmly to the honourable mem- Fobnftone, © | 
ber who ſpoke laſt, and charged ſeveral paſſages in his ſpeech ow 
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felf was one of the prime inſtruments in cauſing; thoſe mi. 
carriages and threatened calamities, he now ſo loudly lament. 
ed, and unfairly attributed to others. The Governor re. 

_ plied likewiſe: to many of the explanations given by the noh 

rd, on the treaſury bench; and in particular to two article 

the ſecret ſervice, and the privy purſe. The former he ob- 

{ſerved amounted to 60, Oool. and the latter to 300, ooo 

which were, he contended, enormous, and unprecedentel 
in any former account during a like period. | 

or Governor Pownall roſe next, but the Houſe grew ſo cli. 

* morous for the queſtion, that it was with great difficulty he 
could make himſelf heard, his friends and opponents being 

_ equally noiſy. When the clamour ſubſided a little, he ſaid, 
the Houſe will indulge me with their patience, I will n 
detain them five minutes. As on the late application to Par 
Jament for. payment of.the.King's debts, -in the year 1760, . 
voted againft the paying of them without account; and as] 
ut ſhall give my vote for the mms of 

ing's in 


now on this oc 
the preſent debt, as well as for the enlarging of the 

come, I ſhould be glad to give the reaſons on which I found 
Peel "8 . — 2 that I am r ſhe 

d io to explain m „ as' to appear in that light to 
Houſe. When the late meſſage e in 1700 
and a motion was made thereupon to vote the ſum ſaid to he 
in arreary without one article of account, gentlemen of vey 
high authority in the Houſe, and of the higheſt authonty 
with me, Called for the accounts, and aſſerted, that as tt 
800, oool. per annum, which had been granted at the begit 
ning of the reign, was, to their certain knowledge, not oil 
adequate, hut amply ſo, to the utmoſt extent of the civil lt 
vexpences, as well as the cafe and honour of his Majeſty, i 
was imp e ſuch arrears could have been incurred, if thi 
had not been ſome ſtrange miſmanagement, or ſome vety n 
prehenſible miſapplications, which muſt appear if the account 
were laid. before us: the accounts, however, were refuſty 
„and. the: queſtion for the motion was put; I;thereupon vol} 
-againft it. The ycar after this, the accounts were laid beſt 
Parliament, and though they were referred to a- commit 
- noigbſervations aroſe. upon them, nor was any motion made] 
reprebenſion- of them. I: from that moment therefofe coll 
- dered-theiexpences as irreprehenſible and unavoidable. Up 
the preſent. application, the accounts are laid before us, and 
a, upon the table; they, are in form, and Tubſtance, arti 
_ - for axticle, ſimilar to thoſe laid before the Houſe af 
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hoſe were not cenſured; no obſervations or reprehenſion has 
riſen upon theſe; I muſt, therefore, on the ſame ground think 
he expences contained in theſe accounts unavoidable ; I can, 
erefore find in my own reaſoning, no ground of objection 
zoainft paying them, and as I xm, Aer no other reaſon from 
he debate, I ſhall give my vote for the payment of them. 
he expence of the late King's funeral ; the coronation and 
narriage of his preſent Majeſty ; the marriage of his ſiſter, 
s well as various extraordinary expences always incurred at 
he acceſſion, were ſtated as reaſons for the exceeding of the 
ing's expences in that period. No ſuch extraordinary ex- 
ences have ariſen or been incurred in the late period; yet it 
ppears, that it has not been poſſible to confine the expences 
vithin the income. I have not heard any ſpecific charge of 
eprehenſion made againſt the expences as they ſtand in the 
ccounts now before us; I muſt, therefore, as I ſaid before 
uppoſe them 1rreprehenſible and unavoidably incurred, anc 
hat, therefore, the preſent income is not ſufficient and equal 
o the preſent pag expences of the crown : on this ground 
ſhall give my vote for the enlargement bf it. He wiſhed 
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0 have proceeded in making ſome obſervations on the debate, 
ut the queſtion being inſiſted on, he was obliged to fit down 
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heard. 

As ſoon as the call of order was attended to, the follow- 
no reſolution being read a ſecond time, was agreed to with- 
fut a diviſion: | | Io 

That the Houſe do agree with the reſolution of their com- 
nittee, that the ſum of 618, 240l. gs. be granted to diſcharge 
he arrears and debts due and owing on the civil lift, on the 

1 of January, 1777. a 

The ſecond reſolution being read a ſecond time, that the 
early ſum of 100, oool. be granted for the better ſupport of 
us Majeſty's Houſhold, to commence from the 5th of Jan. 
777, over and above the yearly ſum of 800,000l. granted 
dy an act made in the firſt year of his late Majeſty's reign. ; 
dr James Lowther roſe, and moved an amendment, by in- 

ing the words, and for the different branches of the Sir an 

yal family,“ immediately after the words, for the better T. 
upport of his Majeſty's Houſhold.” He ſtated the fitua- 
jon of the two royal Dukes; the one baniſhed, and exhi- 
Iting to the world, a neglected, diſtreſſed Prince of Eng- 
and; drawing pity and compaſſion from foreigners, rather 
an reſpe& and attention due to the rank he muſt ever hold, 

Vor. VII. 75 |  how- 
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hai own eſtates, without a fingle article of oftentation ori 


üncline | 

miniſters; that he woul 
honour of his Majeſty: but that it was the article of uni 
. Counted hundreds of thouſands in concealed expenditure, thi 
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owever perſecuted, that of being brother to the King of MI: 
reat Britain. The other Prince had travelled under fimila It 

difadvantages, and was now reduced to a ftate of economy, fr 
becoming indeed his neceſſity and ſmall income, but very pr 


ill ſuited to the rank he holds in this country, and to the re- 


James expreſſed the warmeſt affection and attachment to hi Men 
Sovereign, and wiſhed only to put it in his Majeſty's power: Nor 
to accompliſh thoſe gracious acts towards his Y + brother, da 
which would reflect the higheſt honour to his Majeſty an 
this country; that miniſters had tated the increaſed price d ¶ ſec 
every neceſtary of life, as a reaſon for the debt contracted by 
the houſhold ; that, therefore, if the dearneſs of the times 
was ſenſibly felt with his Majeſty's income, how much mor 
ſo mult it be, even to a degree of diſtreſs, in the ſmall and n-WMeit! 
ſufficient incomes of the two royal Dukes; that if miniſten 
mean to appropriate the great and enormous ſums now grant- 
ed, for the real ſplendor and dignity of the crown, and no 
for ſecret ſervices, they muſt allow, that his Majefty is nos 
in a ſituation to make better proviſion for his royal brother; 
that he made no doubt but it was his Majeſty's gracious in 
tentions ſo to do, whenever it ſhould be in his power; and tha 
miniſters.dare not deprive him of the means, if we inſerti 
the words propoſed, as it would point out, that the ſenſe 
the Hotife- coincided with that of his Majeſty and the peopl 
of England, namely, the neceſſity of making ſome furtli! 
5 5 5 for the royal Dukes; that in all countries exce 
"this, it appeared that the people who loved their princes, neve 
fuffered nem to be diſtreked, and could much lefs endure tit 
painful idea of their being forced into banifhment from d 
wretched ſtate of their fnances, and ſuffering in their heil 
from inquietyde of mind: that he did not mean to ſpeci 
any partieular ſum ; that might be left to his Majefty's g 
neroſity: but that he was ſtrongly impreſſed with the inf 
ficiency of the preſent allowance of twenty thoufand a year 
a'fum which in theſe times he found Ke? fi to ſpend outs 


fam he merits for a virtuous and exemplary conduct. Sir Wu 


Cl 


perflujity: how pitiful a ſum, therefore, when' given | 
ess of the King's own brothers! That he was we 
d to pay his 2 4 8 0 debts, but not the debts of 
niniſters willingly contribute his ſhare, #4 ap; 
xed for the purpoſes of adding to the happineſs and nfs 


alol 


„A. 775. DEBATE s. 


of WM alone kept his Sovereign poor, his family ſhamefully diſ- 
ar Wi trefſed and expoſed, and which endangered the conſtitutional 
„freedom of the ſubject, by an undue influence over their re- 
preſentatives. ; | 
e- The amendment was ſeconded by Sir Edward Aſtley : but 
ir WW upon Lord North's and the Speaker's repreſenting, that any 
1 Wemendment moved to a report was unparliamentary, and out 
er of rule, it was agreed to refer the conſideration to a future 
day. | | | 
The Houſe divided at 12 o'clock, upon the report of the 
ſecond reſolution ; Ayes 231, Noes 109. 


not preſent at the laſt diviſion, voted againſt giving the ads 
tional hundred thouſand pounds : 1 


J. Elwys, Berks  : 
J. Cator, Wallingford 
os G. Grenville, Bucks | 
ot Rd. Croftes, Cambridge Univerſity 
Fir Jas. Lowther, Cumberland 
Ralph Gowland, Cockermouth 
Cha. Barrow, Glouceſter 
Rt. Gregory, Rocheſter 


Tho, Lyſter, Clitherow, 
Lucy Knightley, Northamptonſhire 
Ld. Edw. Bentinck, Nottinghamſhire 
Ch, Fitzroy Scudamore, Thetford _... 
Edw. Philipps, Comer ſetſbire. 
dir J. G. Griffin, Andover _..- 
Peter Burrel, Haſlemere ., 
Jas. Lowther,, Weſtmoreland... 
Hon, F. Wenman, Weſtbury 

Nat. Bayley, | Ditto 

Cha. Brett, Sandwich 


4 

Adjourned to the 21ſt. e 
| 8 April 21. | 
Agreed to the reſolution of the committee of ways and 
ans, that 763, 3641. remaining in the exchequer, being 
e produce of the ſinking fund to the 5th of April, 1777, 
8 W toward making good the ſupply granted to his 
quel 7. = | | : TRIES. 


<P 
. —— . tot we 


The following nineteen gentlemen, ſome of whom were 


; 
1 
; 
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conſideration of the Houſe. | 


to diſcharge the expences 


yearly income, including the ſalary of the King's Iibraria 
' Which the petitioners have enjoyed for little more than a yer 
aàmdunts only to the ſum of 1 1 fol. fo that the deficieney, on 
Fear with another, during that time, has amounted 
9781. 118. zd. a year; which deficiencies will probably 1! 
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<> | April 22. | | 
Not members ſufficient 'for a ballot to try a conteſted elec. 
,, e 


| April 23. 

The ſame. r 
| April 24. 
The fame. 85 | 

4 ,” April 25. 


The ballot. Adjourned to the 28th. 
—_ „„ IB = 

On the 21ſt of February laſt, a petition of the truſtees gf 
the Britiſh Muſeum being offered to be preſented to the 
Houſe, Lord North (by his Majeſty's command) acquainte 
the Houſe, that his Majeſty having been informed of the 
contents of the ſaid petition, recommends the ſame to the 


” 


Then the ſaid petition was brought up and read; ſetting 
forth, that, in the ſecond year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty; the faid truſtees repreſented to Parliament, that the 
ſum allowed them for the eſtabliſhment and ſuppert of the 
faid Muſeum, was reduced to a capital of 30, oool. reduce 
bank annuities, the dividend of which, amounting to 9000, 
was, notwithſtanding their utmoſt attention to the forming 
their eſtabliſhment with frugality, greatly inſufficient for tht 
purpoſe ; pH which repreſentation, they have at ſundi 
times obtained from the Houſe various ſums to ſupply the de 
ficiencies of their income, which ſums, together with thefa 
lary allotted to the King's librarian” yearly, amounting tt 
about 250l. have proved inſufficient to defray the — | 
expences of the ſaid Muſeum ; and what now remains in tht 
hands of the truſtees is very little more than what is requilit 

Sready incurred; and that the ei 
pences of the ſaid truſt and eſtabliſhmerit, one year with anc 
ther, from the year 1767 to the year 1775 incluſive, hi 
amounted annually to the ſum of 21271. 158. 3d. whereas tit 


„ as well as ſeveral unforeſeen experices ariſe ; al 
therefore praying the Houſe, to grant them ſuch further {if 


port, towards enabling them to carry on the execution of fl 
| truſt repoſed in them by Parliament, for the general bene 
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of learning and uſeful knowledge, and for the improvement 
of arts and manufactures, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

This petition was firſt ordered to be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe; but this day, Sir Grey Cooper 
moved to refer it to the committee of ſupply. ... 


Mr. Wilkes. Before the petition of the truſtees of the Mr. in. 
Britiſh Muſeum 1s referred to the committee. of ſupply, I 


beg the indulgence of the Houſe to ſubmit a few general 
ideas on that ſubjeR, intirely independent of party or poli- 
ticks. The encouragement of all uſeful knowledge, and the 
protection of the arts and ſciences, appear to me, Sir, juſt 
objects of public regard, and highly deſerving parliamen- 
tary attention, eſpecially in this great commercial country. 


Among the many proofs of the improvement of our national 


taſte, and love of polite literature, the eſtabliſnment of the 


Britiſh Muſeum claims the pre- eminenence. It roſe under 


the favourable auſpices of this Houſe, has been carefully 


watched over by us, and I hope will ſtill continue to receive | 
our friendly protection and ſupport, Various branches of, 


karning have already derived fingular advantages from that 
rich repoſitory, and I think it may be made yet more exten- 
fively uſeful to this kingdom. This, Sir, can only be done 
by this Houſe, by parliamentary aſſiſtance. I ſhall at pre- 
ſent. confine myſelf to general ideas, and only throw out 
fome hints for a future day's conſideration. | 
It ſeems to me, Sir, highly expedient that the. truſtees of 
the Britiſh Muſeum ſhould not only be enabled adequately 
to fulfil the objects of their public truſt, by making what. is 
already collected as uſeful as poſſible to the nation, but ſtill 
farther to extend the laudable purpoſes of their inſtitution. 
Their preſent funds, we find by their petition, are incom- 
petent even to the contracted plan now purſued. It is a ge- 
heral complaint that the Muſeum is not ſufficiently 2 
to the public. This muſt neceſſarily happen from the defi- 
ciency of their revenues; the truſtees cannot pay a proper 
number of officers and attendants. This will to-day be in 
— the conſideration of the committee, into which the 
ouſe will ſoon reſolve itſelf. But, Sir, I wiſh their plan 
much enlarged, eſpecially on two important objects, books 
and paintings. This capital after ſo many ages remains 
rithout any conſiderable public library. Rome has the im- 
menſe collection of the Fam, and Paris ſcarce yields to 
the miſtreſs of the world by the. greatneſs of the 225 li- 
hary; they are both open at ftated times, with every pro- 


— 
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rr 


? 
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| 


Sir, is rich in manuſcripts, the Harleian collection, the Cot: 


eſpecially in our own hiſtory; but it is wretchedly poor in 


finiſhed: works of the greateſt maſters. Such an opportu- 
underſtand that an application is intended to be made to 


of the divine Raphael. King William, althaugh à Hutch- 
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-per accommodation, to all ſtrangers. ndon has. no large 

ablic library. The beſt here, I believe, is the Royal 80. 
ciety's; but even that is inconſiderable, neither is it open 
to the public, nor are the neceſſary conveniences: afforded 
ſtrangers for reading or tranſeribing. The Britiſh Muſeum, 


'tonian library, the collection of Charles I. and many others, 


printed books. I with, Sir, a ſum was allowed by Parlia- 
ment, for the purchaſe of the moſt valuable editions of the Wt! 
beſt authors, and an act paſſed, to oblige, under a certain - 
penalty, every printer to ſend a copy bound of every publi- WC 
— mak; Þ | — he the Britiſh 3 Our ics by Nee 
this, and other acquiſitions, might perhaps poſſeſs a more {de 
valuable treaſure than even the celebrated Alexandrian col- WW co 
lection, for notwithſtanding that ſelfiſhneſs which marks the tio 
prefent age, we have not quite loſt fight of every beneficial Wt) 
proſpect for futurity. Confiderable donations. might like- dle 
wite, after ſuch a ſanction of parliamentary approbation, 


be expected from private perſons, who in England, more than Wtali 


in any country of the world, have enlarged views for the ¶ re 
general good and glory of the ſtate. oth 
The Britiſh Muſeum, Sir, poſſeſſes few valuable paintings, wu 
vat we are anxious to have an Engliſh ſchool of painters. If fick 
we expect to rival the Itahan, the Flemiſh, or even the 
French ſchool, our artifts muſt have before their eyes the 


nity,” if I am rightly informed, will ſoon preſent itſelf. 1 


Parliament, that one of the firſt collections in Europe, that 
at Houghton, made by Sir Robert Walpole, of acknow- 
ledged- ſuperiority to moſt collections in Italy, and ſcarcely 
inferior even to the Duke of Orleans's in the palais royal at 
Paris, may be ſold: I hope it will not he diſperſed, but 
1 by Parliament, and added to the Britiſh Muſeum, 

wiſh, Sir, the eye of painting as fully gratified as the ear 
of muſic is in this iſland, which at laſt bids fair to become a 
favourite abode of the polite arts. A noble gallery ought 
to be built in the garden of the Britiſh Muſeum, for the re- 
ception of that invaluable treaſure. Such an important ac- 
quiſition as the Houghton collection, would in ſome degree 
alleviate the concern which every man of taſte now feels, at 
being deprived of viewing thoſe prodigies of art, the Cartons 


8 man, 


arr. 
man, really loved and underſtood the polite arts. He had 
„e fine feelings of a man of tafte, as well as the ſentiments 


of a hero. He built the princely ſuite of apartments at 
d Hampton-court on purpoſe for the reception of thoſe heaven- 


„ guelts : the nation at large were then admitted to the rap- 5 


. WT turous enjoyment of their beauties; they have remained 
„here till this reign. At preſent they are periſhing in a late 
in * Baronet's ſmoky houſe, at the end of a great ſmoky town. 


hey are entirely ſecreted from the public eye; yet, Sir, 


ge they were purchaſed with public money, before the acceſ- 


u fon of the Brunſwick line, not brought from Herrenhauſen. 
i- Can there be, Sir, a greater mortification, to any Engliſn 


Ji gentleman of taſte, than to be thus deprived of feaſting his 


re delighted view with what he moſt admired, and had always. 


confidered as the pride of our iſland, as an invaluable na- 


ty? The Kings of France and Spain permit their ſubjeQs 
the view of all the pictures in their collections. ; 
Aremarkable opportunity, Sir, of. improving the national 


he MWeccovered. The incomparable Sir-Joſhua Reynolds, and ſome 
other great painters, who do honour to our country, gene- 
„ {W'ovlly. offered the late Biſhop of London [Dr. Richard Ter- 
If fick] to adorn the cathedral of St. Paul's, a glorious monu- 
he went of the magnificence of our anceſtors, with ſome of 
he their moſt valuable works; but the propoſition had to en- 
u- counter the abſurd prejudices of a taſteleſs and ignorant pre- 
[| Wlate, which were Kd to be inſuperable. We have the 
to ſatisfaction at preſent of having in the ſee of London a gen- 
at teman, [ Dr. Robert Lowth] not only of ſolid piety, but of 
v. the ſoundeſt learning, and of exquiſite claſſical taſte. I hope 
y fuch a favourable moment the propoſition will be renewed 
at and accepted. _ LAS] | | g 
ui WW As almoſt all arts and ſciences have a connection with each 
m. Mother, they will likewiſe give each other mutual aſſiſtance, 
ar nd the beautiful art of engraving, which is now carried 
among us to an aftoniſhing degree of perfection, will come 
bt Io the aid of her fdr hinting. We have ſhewn our atten - 
e- tion to that art this very ſeſſion. I hope hereafter, even in 
c- is cold, raw climate, to be warmed with the glowing co- 
ree F | | 
at Ed es Wt wig La 12 


h- e Queen's palace. 
an, lours 


tional treaſure, as a common bleſſing, not as private proper-, 


taſte in painting, which was lately loſt, I hope may now be 


ns MI: * Sir Charles Shefficld's houſe, in St. James's Park, now called 
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9 Sir Grey Cooper moved, that the ſum of 3000l. be granted 


among the people at that time, and will be an eternal monu- 
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lours of our own Gobelin's Tapeſtry, and I wiſh encourage. 


ment was given by Parliament to that noble manufacture, f 
which in France almoſt rivals the powers of painting. The 
important advantages of ſuch a commerce too we may learn 1 
from our neighbours. | et 1 
I am not alarmed, Sir, at the great expence which ſome WM. 
gentlemen ſeem to dread, as the inevitable conſequence of a 
what I have mentioned. The treaſures of a ſtate are well a 


employed in works of national magnificence. The power 
and wealth of antient Greece were moſt ſeen and admired in 
the ſplendor of the temples, and other ſublime ſtructures of 
Pericles. He boaſted, that every art would be exerted, 
every hand employed, every citizen in the pay of the ſtate, 
and the city not only beautified, but maintained by itſelf. rid 
The ſums he expended on the public buildings at Athens, in 
the moſt high and palmy ſtate of Greece, after their bril- 
liant victories over the Perſians, diffuſed riches and plenty 


ment of the glory of that powerful republic. The Parthe- 
non only, or temple of Minerva, which 1s faid to be the moſt 
beautiful piece of antiquity now remaining in the world, 
and is of the pureſt white marble, coſt, with its ſtatues and 
ſculptures, above 1000 talents, near 200,000]. 

One obſervation here, Sir, naturally occurs, which juſ- 
tice to the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum demands. No 
public money has ever been more faithfully, more frugally 
applied to the purpoſes for which it has been given, than what 
they have received. Perhaps the truſtees of the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum are the only body of men, who have never been ſuſ- 
pected of want either of fidelity or economy. I think, 
therefore, we may ſafely truſt them farther, not penuriouſly, 
but largely, eſpecially when their accounts are ſo frequently 
ſubmitted to our examination. - | 

Learning, Sir, and the polite arts, have ſcarcely more 
than three enemies, ignorance. and ſtupidity always, ſuper- 
ſition often. The noble Lord with the blue ribband, [Lord 
North] who is at-the head of the finances of this country, 
poſſeſſes wit, genius, a great deal of true taſte, and a ver 
cultivated underſtanding. The moſt important efſtabliſh- 
ment of this kingdom in taſte and literature now ſupplicats 
his aſſiſtance and protection, and I truſt the arts will find in 
him a gencrous benefactor and a powerful protector. 

As ſoon as the Houſe went into the committee of ſupply, 
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the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, to enable them to per- 
form the truſts veſted in them by ſeveral acts of Parliament. 


Mr. Burke obſerved, that the Houſe had of late ſhewn a Mr. Burk, Ml 


2 BY moſt generous and giving diſpoſition, both of their own, and 

the public money; probably they remained ſtill in the {ame 
© WW good temper. To make a trial of that, he begged leave to 
mend the honourable gentleman's motion, and inſtead of 
| 20001. inſert 5000 l. Parliament had been liberal of late, 
not of ſingle thouſands, or hundreds of thouſands, but mil- 
lions, granted for ſlaying their brethren and fellow- ſubjects 
i Wi: America ; and ſurely they would not be more backward to 
, encourage and protect the liberal and polite arts, than to for- 
» rard the deſtruction of their ſpecies, and effect all thoſe hox- 
. rd miſchiefs which are the inevitable conſequences of civil 
war. 


The motion was ſeconded by Mr. Wilkes; but the queſ- 


con being put on Sir Grey Cooper's motion, the committee 
” {Wavided, ayes 74, noes 60. | 
0 Abril 29. | N 
5 Mr. Wilkes made his annual motion reſpecting the Mid- 
bl 


leſex election, which he introduced with the following 
ſpeech: | 


ple are ſo deeply intereſted in the queſtion which I think it 
py duty to move again to this Houle, that no apology can 


u de neceſſary for my embracing this, and every opportunity, 
. rhich the forms of Parliament permit, of bringing this buſi- 
F tels again to our conſideration. 


Every elector in the kingdom, Sir, was injured by the re- 
dution of the laſt Parhament in the caſe of the Middleſex 
kfons, A fatal precedent is thereby created of making an 
capacity by a voteof this Houſe, whereby the law of the land, 
nd common right, rendered the party eligible. The words 
f the retolution of the 17th of February, 1769, are, That 
ſohn Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ent, expelled this Houſe, was, and 1s, incapable of being 
lected a Member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament.” By 
us arbitrary and capricious vote the Houſe eſtabliſhed an 
ncapacity unknown to the laws of the land. It is a di- 
t aſſuming of the whole leggſlative power, and gives to the 
lolution of one Houle the virtue of an act of the entire le- 
llature to bind the whole. The King, the Lords, the 
mmons of the realm, ſuffer alike from this uſurpation, 
hich effectually deſtroys both the form and eſſence of this 
Vol. VII. | 8 free 


Mr. Wiltes. The important rights of election in the peo- Mr. net 
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free conſtitution. The right of repreſentation is taken away. 
It is difficult, Sir, to decide whether the deſpotic body of 
men which compoſed the laft rotten Parliament, intended by 
the whole of their conduct in the Middleſex elections to cut 
vp by the roots our moſt invaluable franchiſes and privileges, 
or only to ſacrifice to the rage of an incenſed court one ob- 
noxious individual, In either caſe the rights of the nation 
weve betrayed by that Parliament, and ſurrendered into the 
hands of the miniſter. | | 

We are, Sir, the guardians of the laws. It is our duty to 
oppoſe all uſurped power in the King or the Lords. We are 
criminal when we conſent to the exerciſe of any illegal power, 
much more when we either exerciſe, or ſolicit it ourſelves, 
This the late Houſe of Commons did in the addreſs to his 
Majeſty to diſpenſe with the laws by iſſuing a proclamation i a 
for the apprehending of two perſons, not felons, but honeſt p 
laborious printers, Wheble and Thomſon, in 1771, yet t 
that very Houſe of Commons are ſpoken of here with great li. 
applauſe, Gentlemen, Sir, look much diſpleaſed. There ve 
is not, however, Sir, I am ſatisfied, one gentleman of the I ve 
law who will now get up in his place, and juſtify that illegal 
proclamation, which was proteſted i in this Houſe by Wl M 
ſome of the ableſt lawyers among us before it iſſued, and ha th 
ſince been univerſally condemned. It was by me ſet aſide ju- ¶ pu 
dicially, and a man apprehended under that royal proclama · ¶ Si. 
tion diſcharged. 17 

LI obſerve, Sir, on all occaſions, a tenderneſs for the pr ;: the 
ceedings of that Parliament, which it in no reſpe& merited. bri 
If, however, they had been guilty of no other outrage again hac 
the freedom of the ſubject, this alone reſpecting the Middle. 
ſex election, by which the conftitution is overturned, wa 
ſufficient for their full diſgrace in the annals of our country, 
The preſent queſtion has been fully debated twice in this Par- 
ltiament, many times in the laſt Houſe of Commons, and! 
believe every precedent quoted, which could be produced, 
from times the moſt favourable, as well as the moſt hoſtile, u 
tiberty, from the remarkable caſe of Wollafton, in the reign 
of King William, to that no lefs celebrated one of Walpole, 
in the latter end of Queen Anne. An archangel deſcended 
among us would ſcarcely give a new, original idea on ti 
ſubject. I ſhall therefore reſerve myſelf, Sir, for the repſj 
if J hear any material objection to the motion, which I {hi 
kave the honour of ſubmitting to this Houſe. I can foreſt 
only one objection, which 1 ſhall endeayour to —_ 1 
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J hope the Houſe will think that delicacy ought to yield to 
juſtice. | 

Gentlemen, I obſerve, have ſcruples of reſcinding former 
reſolutions, not knowing, they ſay, where ſuch a practice 
may ſtop. It is a ſcruple, in my opinion, very ill-founded, 
The firſt great object is truth, and we ought to follow where 
that leads. If the laſt Parliament have acted wrong, let us 
reform their errors. If they have eſtabliſhed a wicked prece- 
dent, we ought to reverſe it, If we have ourſelves committed 
injuſtice, let us afford all the reparation in our power. We 


have given the world a remarkable inſtance of our repentance 
this very ſeſſion, in the caſe of Mr. Rumbold and Mr. Sykes, 


to proſecute Thomas Rumbold Eſq; and Francis Sykes, Eſqz 
as principal promoters and ſuborners of corrupt and wilful 
perjury at the election for Shafteſbury, was diſcharged, on 
the motion of as reſpectable a * gentleman as ever fat in Par- 
lament, That order, however, was made by ourſelves in the 
very laſt ſeſſion, on the 14th of February preceding the re- 
verſal. | 

I have not yet, Sir, an inchnation to quit the company of 
Meſſrs. Sykes and Rumbold. Their caſe will ſerve me far- 
ther in my reaſonings. It 1s a ſtrong argument againſt ex- 
pulſion neceſſarily including incapacitation. I will ſuppoſe, 
vr, that inſtead of the Houſe having determined, in April 
1775, in the firſt ſeſſion of the preſent Parliament, that nei- 
ther of thoſe two gentlemen, on account of their notorious 
bribery and corruption at Shafteſbury, were duly elected, it 
had then been voted that they were guilty of being the prin- 
cipal promoters and ſuborners of wilful and corrupt perjury, a 
reſolution the Houſe did actually come to in February 1776, 

and in conſequence of ſo black a crime they had been expel- 
led. Subornation of wilful and corrupt perjury is ſurely a 
more atrocious fin, and more merits expulſion, than the 
writing a libel. Afterwards let me likewiſe ſuppoſe the 
Houſe change their opinion, and find they proceeded without 
ſuthcient evidence, a reſolution the Houſe did actually come 
toin November 1776. By the courtly, but unparliamentary, 
doctrine now pretended to be eſtabliſhed, that expulſion 


reſtore them to their ſeats, although you were perfectly con- 
inced of their innocence. Juſtice would call aloud upon you 


® Sip George Savile, Bart. 
S 2 to 


The 22d of November laſt the order to the Attorney-General 


means incapacitation, you would not have it in your power to 
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800, oo0 l. clear of all deductions and contingencies, and 
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to do it, becauſe it appeared that no legal proof, no ſuf. 
ficient evidence was given, on which you had founded ſo 
raſh, ſo unjuſtifiable a judgment; but the cries of juſtice n 
would little avail with a venal ſenate againſt miniſterial de- No 
ſpotiſm, or a royal edict in the form of a parliamentary reſolu - 
tion. My firſt expulſion, Sir, in January 1764, was for vi 
being the author of the North Briton, No. 45. Where is to lit 
this hour the legal proof by the oaths of twelve of my coun- {War 
trymen to be found of that charge? I have never even been WP: 
tried on that accuſation. A court of law determined on a sol 
different charge, that of the republication, a charge which 
might have been —_— againſt five hundred other perſons, 
As little delicacy, Sir, has been ſhewn by us to the ads 
of former Parliaments, as to our own reſolutions. Have we 
manifeſted any tenderneſs to the memory of the firſt Parlia- 
ment which was called in his preſent Majeſty's reign ? That 
Parliament declared, and declared truly, in the civil lift acc, 
that 800,0001. was © a competent revenue for defraying the 
expences cf his Majeſty's civil government, and ſupporting 
the dignity of the Crown of Great-Britain.” Within 
theſe few days we declared that 800,000]. was not a compe- 
tent ſum, and That for the better ſupport of his Majeſty's 
houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the Crown, 
there be granted to his Majeſty, during his life, out of the 
aggregate fund, the clear yearly ſum of 100,0001. to 
commence from the 5th of January, 1977, over and above 
the yearly ſum of 800,0001. granted by an act made in the 
firſt year of his Majeſty's reign.” If the ſum of 800, oool. 
was competent to theſe great purpoſes, we had no right to 
vote more of the people's money, We were improvident, 
and prodigal truſtees for the nation, not to uſe a more harſh 
expreſſion. We likewiſe voted the laſt week above 600,000, 
as the laſt Parliament had above 500,000 l. much above a 
million 1n all, on the ſame pretext of paying the debts of the 
King, when his Majeſty had enjoyed a competent revenue of 


thoſe debts were of the moſt ſuſpicious nature even as to t. 
independency of this Houſe. Let us not therefore, Sir, af- 
fect more tenderneſs for the laſt Parliament in ſo flagrant an 
inſtance of injuſtice, as the caſe of the Middleſex election, 
than we have ſhewn to them, and to ourſelves too, in other 
reſpects. We ought, if we are men of honour and principle, 
to do juſtice to all the electors of this kingdom, and by a 
formal repeal to make ſatis faction to thoſe zealous — 
. 0 
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of liberty, the ſpirited frecholders of this injured and in- 
ſulted country. | I defire, Sir, to recall to the memory of ma- 
ny gentlemen, what paſſed in this Houſe the laſt Parliament, 


on one of the great debates reſpecting the Middleſex elections. 


A noble Lord, the darling of his country, as well as the fa- 
Vourite of our army, whoſe memory is dear to every Eng- 
liſnman, for he joined to the bravery of Cæſar all the mild 
ind gentle qualities of our Engliſh hero, Edward the Black 
Prince; that noble Lord, Sir, ſtood up in his place here, and 
 {Wfolemnly aiked pardon of his country for having, as he ſaid, 
 {Wvounded the conſtitution, and violated the rights and privi- 
leges of this kingdom, by voting as he had done in this Houſe 
in the buſineſs of the Middleſex elections. He did not ſtop 
there, He was anx1ous to make public reparation for a miſ- 
taken opinion, but of ſuch moment; and he afterwards joined 
he oppoſition in an important queſtion reſpecting the diſcon- 
tents of the people on this very ſubject. We may all, Sir, 
imitate the love of juſtice and candour, if we cannot reach 
he high courage, of that illuſtrious, immortal character, the 
ate Marquis of Granby. 

While the reſolution which I have mentioned is ſuffered to 
ontinue on our journals, I ſhall believe, Sir, that the elective 
'ghts of the nation lie at the mercy of the miniſter, that is 
n fact of the Crown; that the dignity and independency of 
Parliament are in danger of being entirely deſtroyed, It is 
mdent, that no gentleman now holds his ſeat by the choice 
f his conſtituents, hut only by the good-will, and at the 
leaſure, of the miniſter, or by the royal permiſſion, The 
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o Menure is cqually precarious and unjuſt, for the conſtitution 
„ Ns clearly lodged in the people the power of being repre- 
h {nted in this Houſe by the man who is the object of their 


hoice, A committee can never have but that ſingle queſtion 
determine, provided the party is by law eligible, and has 


ll ſeize every opportunity of importuning, of conjuring the 
ouſe, 1f they have any reverence for the laws, utterly to 
xcind this unconſtitutional and iniquitous reſolution. . We 
ve it to the preſent, and to every future age, and therefore 
love, $* That the reſolution of the Houſe of the 17th of Fe- 
ary, 1769, that John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, 
this ſeffion of Parliament, expelled this Houſe, was, 
nd is, incapable of being elected a member to ſerve in this 
ent Parliament, be expunged from the journals of this 


; 3 5 Houſe, | 
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urſued only thoſe methods which are warranted by law. 1 
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Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the whole body of electors of 
this kingdom.” h N 
| "There was no reply. The queſtion was immediately cal. 
led for, and the Houte divided; for the queſtion 84, again 


it 140. | 


Motion for the ſecond reading a bill for enabling his Mz. 

jeſty to licenſe a playhouſe in the town of Birmingham. 
Sir William Sir William Baggot ſaid he oppoſed the motion, becauſe he 
Lat. diſliked licenſed theatres in manufacturing towns, and the fi. 
tal tendency of having theatres indiſcriminately eſtabliſhed 
throughout the kingdom. And he drew a picture of a variety of 
miſchiefs which might enſue in ſuch a town as Birmingham, 
from Mr. Vates's having a power to act there, and defy the 
power of magiſtracy, urging, that forcing of tickets upon the 
working manufacturers, in lieu of wages, had already bee 
practiſed to ſuch a ſhameful degree, that a magiſtrate, {inc 
dead, | Mir. Worley Birch] who was himſelf ſyſtematically; 
man of pleaſure, admired plays, and was fond of actors and 
actreſſes, had at one time found it neceſſary to interfere, an 
inform the actors, even though they were his favourites, that 
if he heard any more of ſuck pernicious practices, he wouk 
not ſuffer them to play there again. Sir William further 
faid, that once. they were ſent out of town, and that the 
were not permitted to act in Birmingham again for three fuc- 
ceſſive years. He obſerved, that the anſwer to him wou 
be, That it was improper to truſt the cafe in the handsd 
magiſtracy; when it was“ notorious that there had beet 
two unlicenſed theatres ſuffered to be open at once for th 
two laſt ſummers.” In reply to this he had to ſtate tif 
fa&---there was no magiſtrate then near Birmingham; Mr 
Worley Birch was too much indiſpoſed to attend buſineſs it 
fome time previous to his death, and, fince that event, 
new commiſhon had been ſent down till the ſpring of 171 
when the King-ſtreet company of players, who were prepi 
ring to act, were prevented from ſo doing by the new may 
ſtrate. Sir William dwelt for ſome time on the bad conk 
quences of forcing tickets on the poor mechanics, and de 
clared it was not only owing to their immediate maſters, b 
alſo to the employers of thoſe maſters, the factors for foreig 
countries, who obliged the maſters to put off what numb 
they thought proper; in order ftill more to enforce his arg 
ments on this head, he drew a melancholy picture of the il 
ſtreſſes of the poor people after they had received the no 
| ſhewn 
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hewing the difficulties they labour under, even to re- obtain 
alf price for them, and aſſerting, that they were frequently 
bliged to fend their children to the avenues of the theatre to 
ell them for what they could get, and that the gentlemen 
ho could paſs through ſuch a range of unfortunate beings, in 
cir way to the theatre, without feeling for their diſtreſs, 
uſt love tragedies better than he did. By way of proving 
he fatal tendency of eſtabliſhing theatres indiſcriminately 
nany kingdom, Sir William adverted to the times of the 
Romans, when he declared the giving theatres was the cauſe 


Ay > 


liffpation of the people was always the maxim adopted by 
ole who meant to enſlave them, and that the common means 
pf . on any people was by giving theatres. He 
id the 

en chich was a theatre, with the words Ludi inſtituti. Theſe, 
nee ſaid, were melancholy inſtances of the truth of what he 


Ji ad afferted, as it appeared from the words rqund the edges 
ir ſuch medals, that the Romans were alſo obliged to eſtabliſh 
an{ranaries of corn, and to give the people bread at the ſame 


ime ; this latter he feared would be the next ſtep with Bir- 
nngham, if the Houſe gave them a theatre. Here Sir Wil- 
beim introduced a kind of apoſtrophe on the ſubject of the Ro- 


twastocaſt medals on any conqueſt, and how much better the 
laWicriptions of De Germanis, or De Britannis, appeared, than 
at of Ludi inſtituti. From this digreffion he returned to his 


dei ain ſubject, and remarked, that Birmingham was a village; 


at it had, from the induſtry and abilities of its inhabitants 
town into a large town; its glory, however, was in its vil- 
ze fituation, and he wiſhed it to retain it; he wanted not to 


d royal incorporation, no royal theatres. And why, when 
he ſenſe of the inhabitants was clearly againſt a limited the- 
er, ſhould the Houſe force one upon them? Why alſo give 
ag to Mr. Yates, who had profeſſedly broken the law for five 
nid twenty years? There was, indeed, one reaſon: Mr. 
1 defi ates had {ent a card to every member, with his compliments, 
Id begged their ſupport of the bill. Mr. Yates's compli- 


rents! The Speaker, he doubted not, had received one; 


mx t hoped he would attend to it properly. Sir William ended 
h intreating, that every gentleman would remember Mr. 
less compliments! 


cke : : Mg, 


of the decline of the ſtate; he declared, that to add to the 


ouſe recolle@ the ancient medals, on the reverſe of 


han medals, appealing to the Houſe how much more glorious 


© it ornamented with any royal trinkets, no royal charter, 
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Mr. James Mr. James Luttrell agreed with Sir William Bagot, that a 


Luatt r ell. 


Mr. Fox. 


' tended to civilize and pojith the manners of nations; and 10 


| 75 the ſubject, and the perſon to whom they were applied. 
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the bill ought to be thrown out; ſaid the practice of forcins ki; 
tickets upon the workmen, inſtead of money to ſupport their . 
families, was very iniquitous, and that unleſs the players n 
could be turned out of the town, it would be impoflible to h,; 
prevent thoſe crimes ; that many complaints required redreſs, 

which could not be obtained if the theatre was licenſed, and , 
faid 1t would be very dangerous for Parliament to point out, No 
and for his Majeſty to countenance any deſcription of talents ! 


and merit, which did not contribute to benefit the manufac- 


tories : he ſpoke warmly againſt Mr. Yates, the petitioner ; al 
ſaid the petition was impudence, and the application ingrati- 
tude; therefore, if diſcretionary powers ought to be given to Whit 
any man, Mr. Yates was the laſt perſon Birmingham could 
approve of, or that the Houfe could with decency admit of, Vi 
Mr. Fox objected to the aſperity of the terms uſed by the Nor 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, as improper for the 


e ſaid, he had always retained a grateful ſenſe of the enter - 
tainment he had received from actors of Mr, Y ates's acknoy- 
ledged merit; and that he could perceive nothing in his con- 
dud, on the preſent occaſion, ſufficient to juſtify ſuch epi- 
thets as that gentleman had uſed. If the party, to whom they 
were applied, had been in a higher rank, it would, to ſay no 
worſe, have been extremely indecent to have ſo treated him; 
and it muſt be very unpleatant and mortifying to any man, 
He therefore thought it extremely wrong, and could not be 
a ſilent auditor of ſuch ſeverities againſt a perſon who had 
only exerciſed that right which every other man had of ap- 
plying to Parliament. He declared himſelf for the fecond 
reading of the bill, and ſending it to a committee, when the 
true ſenſe of the inhabitants might probably be collected. 
If any thing could. be decided, one way or the other, h 
thought the probability was, that the majority of the inhab!- 
tants were in favour of the bill, from the open and continued 
encouragement they had given to theatrical entertainments 
for ſuch a number of years back. In his opinion, dramatic 
exhibitions had their uſe every where, and often drew the at- 
tention of the common people, and prevented them from 
waſting their time and money in employments of a much 
more dangerous and pernicious nature. In general, thef 


far were the inſtitutions ot theaties from. being the fore: run 


ners of ſlavery, or the badges of deſpotiſm, that they welt 
. 
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oſt encouraged, and flouriſhed beſt, in free ſtates. He 

was witty on what had fallen from Sir William Bagot rela- 

ve to the Roman medals. He ſaid, he had much rather ſee 

ach medals now ſtruck, than political medals; for that 

ere could be no diſgrace in ſhewing by the words ludi inſti- 

i, that our manners were poliſhed ; but that there might 

be ſome in having medals with the inſcription De Britannis 

vlouis, which would tend to throw a ridicule on our late 

lorious campaign in America, | 

Mr. Demp/ter enforced the hint thrown out by Mr, Fox, Mr. Danp- 
at the ſenſe of the town of Birmingham had not yet been //er. 
ken, He jocoſely remarked, that he thought it no impro- 

r familiarity in Mr. Yates to fend cards to any member, 

ith his compliments, defiring his ſupport of the bill, which 

ad been mentioned with ſome degree of contempt by Sir 

Viliam Bagat, Mr. Dempſter faid, it would have been 

ore familiar, and perhaps would have given leſs offence if 

ecard had been from Mr. and Mrs. Yates. As to the point 

n queſtion, it was evident there always had been, and ſtill 

ould continue to be, theatrical repreſentations at Birming- 

am; therefore, it was certainly better to legalize them, and 

t them under the inſpection and juriſdiction of the proper 

ficer, than to leave it to the diſcretion of a private magi- 

nate to check their irregularities, The Lord Chamberlain 

ould regulate a licenſed theatre, and upon any juſt com- 

ant of the inhabitants, ſuſpend the licence. | | 

dir Henry Gowgh living near the town of Birmingham, he Sir Henry 
ad frequent opportunities of hearing the moſt melancholy C. 


ch ww — — —_— 


ad emplaints againſt the oppreſſion of forcing the poor work - 
p- en to take tickets for the players“ benefits; that ſince there 
nad been two rival theatres, the evil had been greatly in- 
the eaſed, and that it was high time to put a ſtop to it. The 
ed. depending, ſo far from applying a remedy, would eſta- 


ih, and in ſome meaſure authoriſe, the hardſhip. There 

i no neceſhty Birmingham ſhould have any theatre at all; 

trolling company might now and then come there, but the 

kpiftraces would judge if it was proper for them to perform 

not; and having no fixed reſidence or protection, they 

ld have no pretence for the ſhameful method of diſtreſſing 

e poor by benefit tickets. He was therefore againſt the ſe- 

nd reading of the bill. N | : 

Right Hon, T. Townſhend beſtowed great encomiums on Rt. Hon. T. 
e talents of Mr, Yates as an actor; acknowledged his ha- Townfend. 
ug frequently received great pleaſure from his repreſenta- ; 
or 2. = tions ; 
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' miſchief already: nor could it be wondered at, if we con. 


new, are not ſubject to the controul of the Lord Chamber 


Mr. Zurke. 
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tions; and thought it was improper to treat him ſeverely ſot 
his application to the Houſe for a bill to enable him to enter. 
tain the people of Birmingham according to law; but yet he 
muſt, though with reluctance, in this caſe give his vot 
againſt the ſecond reading of the bill; for it was clear to hin, 
that there ſhould be no theatres allowed by law in any many. 
facturing towns, He had heard from very good authority, 
that the theatre licenſed at Mancheſter, in conſequence of: 
ſimilar application to Parliament, had done a great deal d 


der what pieces are ſometimes repreſented, which, not beim 


lain: The Beggar's Opera, for inſtance, which had brouglt 
more unhappy people to the gallows, than any one thing he 
could name. As to the country gentlemen, ſurely this ws 
not ſuch an age of domeſtic retirement, but what they might 
find ſufficient amuſement in viſiting their neighbours in th 
ſummer, without wanting to frequent a theatre. The affair d 
the tickets, he obſerved, was become an intolerable oppreſ 
fion ; for it was not always the maſter manufacturer whhſtra 
compelled his workmen to take them; it was the agents fron 
foreign countries, who forced the maſters to take them, ron 
threatened to carry their orders elſewhere if they refuſe! 
Conſidering then the circumſtances of Birmingham as a greliiiWert 
manufacturing and trading town, depending on the indultfrier 
and frugality of the poorer claſs of people, he was of opiniofitey 
it would be highly improper to licenſe any theatre there. heat 
Mr. Burke ipoke next; and after exculpating Mr, Vat Herta 
from the charge of impudence in his application to the Hou per 
declared it to be the right of every ſubje& to petition Parluiſc 
ment in any caſe, where the legiſlature could be of uſet 
him. Tt reſted with Parliament to receive or reject his pet 
tion; but certainly he ought not to be treated with ſeventh 
ſo that he ſhould go from the Houſe in a worſe ſituation taten 
he came to it. As to the opprobrious epithets uſed in old att 
of Parliament againſt unlicenſed players, he was ſorry toli 
they partook of the ſavage temper of the times in which ti 
were made. The profeſſion was a liberal one, and, unde 
proper limitations, highly uſeful ; and, therefore, he willWende 
to ſee thoſe whole abilities gave rational entertainment to lige 
public treated with decent reſpect. If unlicenſed plaſe 
were deemed yagabonds, ſurely Mr. Yates was juſtifiable WWrofeff 
attempting to obtain the ſanction of the law for his peri 
and for his entertainments, which the people of Birminghi 
| A - 
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ſeem to have been fond of for ſo many years. He thought 

the perſonal character of Mr. Vates had nothing to do with 
ge queſtion. He then corrected Sir William Bagot in point 
of chronology, remarking, that theatres were inſtituted at 
the time when the Roman republic was in the moſt flou- 
nſhing ſtate; that civil liberty encouraged this rational 
entertainment; and it was only on the principle that no man 
ſhould be compelled even to pleaſure, that he ſhould oppoſe 


jority of the inhabitants were againſt it. He mentioned Sir 
William Bagot's wiſh, that Birmingham might remain in its 
illage ſtate 3 and took notice of the politics of the times, 
hich he feared would gratify the gentlsman's wiſhes ; for 
nſtead of improving villages, and converting them into large 
owns, he ſaid, the wretched meaſures we had been purſuing 
for ſome time, it was to be feared would ſoon reduce our 
great trading towns to obſcure villages. Birmingham might 
very ſoon have no theatre, no manufacturers, nor any magi- 
rates. 


from thence that the time when theatres were moſt encou- 
ped, was the very period when Rome enjoyed her civil li- 
erty in its greateſt perfection. Lelius and Scipio, the 
nends' and protectors of the liberties of the Romans, were 
kewiſe the patrons of Terence. In the free ſtates of Greece, 
heatres flouriſhed earlier than at Rome. It is a rational en- 
rtainment, and the gentleman who mentioned the Beggar's 
Opera, ſhould have added, that in the ſame theatre the wx 
cious Lovers and Cato are performed: and I appeal to all 
te gentlemen who have ſeen the repreſentation of Macbeth, 
{they do not think it muſt have a greater effect to prevent 
i& horrid crime of murder, than all the ſermons that have 
en preached fince the beginning of the world. With re- 
ect to the magiſtrates of Birmingham, I muſt vbſerve, Sir, 
at they have no power but what they derive from the laws; 
nd in permitting unlicenſed players to perform for ſo many 
ſears, they were guilty of a breach of their duty: they ſuſ- 
ended the laws; an offence for which-one of the Stuarts was 
bliged to leave this country, The application from Mr. 
ates is a very proper one, that he may be ſupported in his 
rtcflion by the laws; and notwithſtanding all that has been 


ple will be better employed at the playhouſe than in ale- 
wſcs and gin-ſhops. As » the majority, too much ſtreſs is 
| 2 laid 


he bill, becauſe it was evident to him that a very great ma- 


ad againſt having theatres at Birmingham, I {till think the 
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Mr. Wiltes went into the Roman Hiſtory, and maintained Mr. Vibes. 
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laid upon them; if 50,000 of the inhabitants of Birminghan 
are againſt having any theatre at all, is this a good foundation, 
in a land of freedom, for debarring the other 10,000 from thz 
enjoyment of a rational amuſement, for which they have! 
ſtrang inclination. Surely it cannot, it onght not. As u 
the abuſe with reſpect to benefit tickets, it may be provided 
againſt in the progreſs of the bill; I am therefore for the ſe. 
cond reading. 


| 
Mr. James Luttrell to explain, ſaid, that Mr. Vates's ch | 
rafter was a very material and neceſſary object of conſiders. i | 
tion; for that the bill applied to take powers out of the r. 
ſpectable hands of the magiſtrates, who muſt have the peace: 
and profperity of the town and manufaRures at heart, ad 
that to veſt thoſe powers in the hands of a man who ſhevel g 
contempt for the inhabitants, and was odious to them, woull i 1! 
be a crime in the Houſe ; therefore, as a member of it, & a 
was free to give his opinion of Mr. Yates's conduct. H f. 
maintained, that Mr. Yates's attempt to carry ſuch a bill, ii tc 
defiance of all the principal gentlemen, and moſt of the i pi 
habitants of Birmingham, was impudence, and paid no com- j 
pliment to the integrity of Parliament; and that having u- v 
ceived favours for twenty years, upon ſufferance, ſhewed thi de 
height of ingratitude towards his benefactors. an 
Mr. Rous ſpoke againſt the bill, and teplied to what M ha 
Wilkes had ſaid reſpecting a magiſtrate's futpending an act i ior 
Parliament. He contended, that the honourable gent lemi vit 
was miſtaken in imputing a neglect of duty to the neighbour © 
ing magiſtrates, becauſe they permitted unlicenſed theatrical orc 
repreſentations, contrary to law. As a magiſtrate, the ho rie: 
nourable gentleman ought to have known better. He og but 
to have known, that it is no part of the duty of a magiſtrath tha 
to act in the firſt inſtance, but officially, on a complancur: 
made, or information given. the 
Mr. Harris cloſed the debate. He remarked, that alma mig 
every gentleman who had taken a part in the debate, h, 
complained of enormities having been practiſed for upward men 
of twenty years in Birmingham, and yet that ſeveral gente to ir 
men wiſhed to throw out a bill calculated to correct and e dess, 
ſtrain ſimilar enormities in future. He mentioned ſeveral at tl 
the ancient writers of an elder day than Terence, and aft intre 
talking highly in praiſe of a well regulated theatre, ende ble 
with urging the political neceſſity and propriety of paſſing H 
preſent bill into a law. *, * "red 


The Houle divided, for the bill 18, againſt it 69. F 2 ore 
| | 4 
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0, Hon. T. Lultrell ſaid, he thought it for the credit of all Hon. J. 
ae parties, that ſtrangers ſhould be admitted under 533 re- Tuttreii. 
1 


iſtrictions; candour, policy, gratitude, and duty to the peo- 
1M ple, whoſe repreſentatives they were, called upon them to 
MW open their doors —ſo far as the confined limits of the Houle 
WW would admit of. There was, he inſiſted upon it, a conſtitu- 
tional right in their conſtituents to ſutisfy themſelves how far 
n. their delegates did, or did not, diſcharge the truſt repoſed in 
them with firmneſs and fidelity, and to form ſome judgment 
whether their principles and legiſlative ſuffrages might merit 
a renewal of that truſt on a future occafion; The perſons 
ſolicitous to be preſent during the debates of Parliament, are, 
generally ſpeaking, ſuch as are more immediately intereſted 
in the queſtion under debate; and he appealed to ſome of the 
ableſt, and moſt diligent members of the Houſe, whether in 
former times they had not often been put in poſſeſſion of mat- 
ters of fact happily decifive of the buſineſs in iſſue, by ſtep- 
ping for a minute into the gallery. To fabricate and ena 
aws, eſpecially of a penal nature, as moſt of thoſe were 
which had lately paſſed the Houſe of Commons, with a clan- 
define privacy like Lettres de Cachet from the court of Paris, 
and thus take by ſurprize a ſubje& whoſe liberty, and per- 
haps whoſe life, is affected thereby, muſt, it ſtands fo rea- 
lon, in a free country like ours, be utterly repugnant to the 
rital principles of its conſtitution ; he therefore ſhould move, 
© A committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider the ſeveral 
orders relative to the excluſion of ſtrangers from the galle- 
ries,” He ſaid he was not partial to any particular mode; 
but hoped, after due deliberation, the Houſe would adopt 
that which ſhould reconcile the reaſonable, the commendable 
turioſity of decent perſons who wiſhed to be preſent, with 
the commodiouſneſs of the members themſelves: Some rule 
might probably be approved of fimilar to the following”: 
„Any member of the Houſe attending his duty in Parlia- 
ment, to be permitted, during the remainder of this ſeſſion, 
to introduce, before four o'clock on each day of public buſi- 
neſs, one perſon into the gallery below the bars, on delivering 
it the Speaker's table, the name in writing of the perſon fo 
introduced, and thereunto ſubjoining his own name as reſpon- 
bble for ſuch introduction. The private buſineſs of the day 
vas uſually ended about four o'clock ; ſuppoſing three hun- 
ured — * to be in the Houſe by that hour, which was 
greater number than he had ever ſeen during this ſeſſion, 
| and 


venue; for thoſe were the only diviſions he had ſeen in Par- 
liament when the company was ſo numerous; and indeed 


Onſlow preſided, ſtrangers were admitted even into the body 


Lancaſter, a ſvmbol of ſtate ſecrecy. To make its figurative 


and virtue of our preſent miniſters--with the arbitrary prit- 


Luttrell added much more on the ground of the originals hit 

rights of the people in this free country, to be preſent at ii ſuf 

national debates carried on in their behalf by their delegate 
| | ] 
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two hundred of thoſe meet with ſo many friends, whoſe 
names they ſhould write down for admittance into the gallery, 
there would ſtill remain ſeats enough within the bars for up- 
wards of one hundred members more, who might arrive in 
the courſe of the evening; that is, in caſe of an adulatory ad. 
dreſs to the Crown, or an augmentation to the civil li re- 


ſome ſcores of the majority members thought it ſufficient if 
they repaired towards the cloſe of the, debate from the out. 
poſts, and upon a forced march to the ſtandard of the mini. 
ſter. Hence it was that when the ayes and noes were finally 
caſt up at eight or nine o'clock at night, there was ſometimes Ml V 
a reſpectable attendance of near four- fifths of the whole body, I 

E 


. — —— — bY 


Mr. Luttrell ſaid he had been at the pains. of meaſuring the 

ſeats, and if they would aſſign to ſtrangers the entire gallery Nee 
below the bars, there would yet be found near 800 feet of Ml re 
.cuſhion for the eaſy accommodation of the members: he in 
- would not wiſh to limit every ſenator to the meaſure com- ¶ tu 


N of the evening before, as preſcribed by Mr and Mu. pr 


. Yates for the Birmingham theatre, which was only nine up 
Inches each perſon ; he would double that allowance, or even lor 
| give twenty inches (which was about the fize of the Speaker's Nope 
ſeat) to each member: a pampered prebend in a metropolitan 

ſtall aſked no more, and it was within half a foot of the ſtate bro 
chair in which his holineſs of Rome is carried, by way of an- ¶ Co 


niverſary ſacrament, to the ſummit of St. Peter's church, in N cou 


all the plenitude of his divine vicegerency, to extinguiſh he- {Wunot] 
reſy under the type of a lighted candle, When Sir John Cuſt Mac's 


was ſpeaker, and during the great length of time that Mr, 


of the Houſe, while Lord Chatham has here delivered hi 
ſentiments on public affairs, with god-like perſuaſion andMrigic 


eloquence. Strangers have been ſuffered to advance fo far crea 
beneath the roſe which is in the centre of your roof; that calle 


roſe which is now become, like the bloody ones of York dite 


import more perfect, I would have it painted white; ths 
white roſe of the 1oth of June ſhould perpetuate the honout 


ciples of their cabinet junto and cabinet Parliament. Mir, 
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in Parliament; and wiſhed only to have the advocates for 
the continuance of this calamitous civil war, and thoſe who 
took the contrary fide of the queſtion, and reprobated the 
promoters of it, impartially liſtened to by their conſtituents 
| WH without doors. No doubt the miniſters would not object to 
„opening the doors on the day of the budget. For his part, 
ext to the excluſion of ſtrangers altogether, he thought no- 
thing ſo unadviſable in this buſineſs as to admit ſtrangers par- 
tially to hear mutilated debates, or artful, dangerous, and 
wicked miſrepreſentations. He then made the motion before 
ſtated. | 
Mr. Wilkes ſeconded the motion, but reſerved his arguments, Mr. Files. 
Right Hon: T. Townſhend (not having obſerved Mr. Rt. Hon. T. 
Wilkes) ſeconded the propoſal to go into a committee upon The. 
this intereſting ſuhject. As he had been a member of the 
Houſe during three Parliaments, he was maſter of the pre- 
tedents of former times, and the cuſtom of Parliament, 
relative to the admifſion of ſtrangers. He ſaid, that ſuch 
indulgence was reaſonable, and even neceſſary, on conſti- 
tutional principles; and he never had been witneſs, till the 
preſent Speaker was in the chair, of their general orders there- 
upon being vigorouſly put in force. He wiſhed them to fol- 
ow the example of the other Houſe of Parliament, which had 
opened their door to ftrangers ; but yet, he added, that he 
had a kind of plebeian ruſticity about him, which could ill 
brook the ungracious way of doing it with regard to the 
Commons. He was ſevere upon adminiſtration; he ſaid he 
could impute their repugnance at going into a committee to 


he- nothing but a glaring ſenſe of their iniquity, and a conſciouſ- 

uit ness that their deeds and political doctrines wouitl ill bear the 

Mr. WY light. | | 

od Mr. Willes infiſted upon what he called the conſtitutional Mr. I. 


propriety of going into a committee of the Houſe upon theſe 
rigid and unjuſtifiable orders on the journals againſt the very 
creators of their authority; and drew a picture of what he 
3 he dark and bloody politics of the preſent junto of mi- 
niſters. N 

Lord North took a view of all that had been advanced by Ld. Neb, 
the three gentlemen on the oppoſite {ide of the floor. He 
ſured the honourable member who made the motion, that 
ie by no means wiſhed to open the doors on the day of the 
budget, nor at any other time. The day of the budget was 
o him a day of anxiety and labour, and not of exultation ; 
" ſufficient for the day would be the evil thereof,” He flat- 
_ | tered 
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tered himſelf, at all events, he ſhould have hearers enough 
on that day, without admitting ſtrangers into the gallery; 
but he wiſhed the honourable member would point out in 
what inſtance he had deceived Parliament, and miſrepreſented 
the ſtate of this country, or of foreign powers, before he ad. 
vanced ſo harſh an infinuation, The honourable member 
had meaſured the fize of the gentlemen belonging to tlic 
Haoutc, but he had not caleulated fo exactly the ſize of con- 
ſtituents who were to be admitted into the gallery: he con- 
ceived they could only be the conſtituents of the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt [ Mr. Wilkes] and the propoſal was 
to reſtrain the indulgence to about 200 only, and all other 
conſtituents were, it ſeems, ſtill to be kept out. He. believed 
the Houſe would be of his opinion, not to open the doors on 
any occaſion, not even for the budget; though it was on very 
fair public ground that they had heretofore been admitted on 
that day. | | 

en to explain - He ſhould be ſorry if the Houſe 
held him capable of advancing charges of a criminal nature, 
ſuch as the noble Lord had erroneouſly taken to himſelf, 
without ſtating the facts on which ſuch charges were framed; 
much leſs would he leave the Houſe with an impreſſion, that 
thoſe charges might have been intended for that noble Lord, Muck 
for whom he had the reſpect and deference due to his exalted ent 
ſtation and pre-cminent talents; but other miniſters had ſo M1 - 
miſrepreſented the condition of your fleets and armies, and 
the reſources of this country, as well as the policy and ſtrength oui 
of their natural enemies, and of our revolted fellow-ſudjedts 
(now fellow- ſubjects no longer!) that, he conceived, he wa 
fully authorved in candour, to apprehend that no very fait 
and authentic ſtory would, upon the whole, compoſe the ap- Mini 
proaching annual budget. He obſerved, that although on!; . 
200 ſtrangers might conveniently be admitted at the time, rait 
et the indulgence would not be always confined to the ſame 
individuals; on the contrary, many thouſands might in tie lulg 

courſe of a ſeſſion hear ſome part of the. debates: he ſhould 
have thought that the noble phy who was preſent the pre- 
ceding evening when a queſtion was agitated locally affecting have 
the county of Warwick, muſt have obſerved, that the gal- dep; 
lery was nearly filled, not with Middleſex voters, whom tie hare 
fic Lord ſeemed ſo averſe to, but with perſons from that 1;..1 
part of England immediately intereſted, who had the ſati- e a 
faction to ice both their knights of the ſhire zealouſly ſup: 
porting the wiſhes =o all che reſpeQable inhabitants in * Mee 
> 4 y 1110108 17 
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noſt populous and flouriſhing town of the county they repre- 
ent, againſt a few preſumptuous dramatic ſpeculatiſts. 
Mr. Fox expreſſed his hearty approbation of the motion, Mr. Fox. 
ind was glad the honourable gentleman who introduced it had 
ot urged an abſolute diſcharge of the uniform and neceſſary 
orders of the Houſe, eſtabliſhed for good government and de- 
orum. He wiſhed that the Houſe would, as heretofore, de- 
line to enforce thoſe orders with ſuch reprehenfible rigour ; 
nd he was ſure, that if a committee were to take it under 


* {W:ndid confideration, ſome method might be deviſed fully to 

iwer the end propoſed. He took a view of Lord North's 

© {Wrcuments. He dwelt on the expediency of letting in young ; 
en of parts and education, that they might cultivate and 1 
u Wrnprove their underſtanding, and become early habituated | 
che conduct of ſtate affairs, and to political argumenta- 

q 


on. 
Mr. Rigby ſaid, the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt Mr. Rigby. 
as himſelf the ſtrongeſt proof that a gallery leffon in politics 
as not neceſſary to form a perfect ſtateſman and orator ; 
dr, if he recollected rightly, he was elected into Parliament 
nder the age of twenty-one, and before he returned home 
om his travels; and certain it was, he could not have been 
ach ſchooled in that gallery. He added, that his funda- 
ental maxim in politics was to be conſiſtent throughout, 
d act according to the beſt of his judgment. He thought 
improper to let in ſtrangers; they had no bufineſs in the 
ouſe at all; and he had obſerved, that when they are thus 
dulged, ſcarce a day paſſes without ſome of the members 
ing put to much inconvenience, ' and frequently they have 
en puſhed about and inſulted. He always had voted 
Link admitting ſtrangers, and would always continue ſo to 
. Even when it was a cuſtom to let in ſtrangers under 
tain reſtrictions, he had never brought in any body whom 
ver, and never would, for his part, even ſhould the like 
lulgence again take place. Some gentlemen were for let- 
ag in the eldeſt ſons of members; he had no' eldeſt ſon ; 
ny other gentlemen, as well as him, were ſo unhappy as 
have no eldeſt ſon; were they therefore with propriety to 
deprived of the benefit of ſuch indulgence, if they choſe 
have their ſhare of it? Befides, the eldeſt ſon was not heir 
birth to a ſeat in that Hauſe; he might, poſſibly, never 
ie a ſeat there, except indeed where there were heredita 
rage tenures in the caſe. What good could reſult from 
angers being in the gallery? Only to print ſpeeches in 
Vor. VII. | 0 OY | . 
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news-papers of all forts. He agreed with Mr. Townſhend, 
that the Members of the Houſe of Commons had little rea. 
ſon to be pleaſed with the ſtile and terms of their admiffion 
into the Houſe of Peers: a line was drawn between com. 
moners who are allied to the peerage, and all others of infe. 
rior dignity. Lords” brothers and Lords' couſins might | 
accommodated behind the throne, but the reſt of that Honk 
muſt be content to ſtand below the bar, with an intolerable 
croud of other perſons, and with a riſk of having their poc. 
kets picked. He finiſhed by declaring, that although be 
diſapproved of the motion now before the Houſe, he woul 
not be one of thoſe who would give his vote in favour of ay 
poſitive reſolution of Parliament, to exclude the people with. 
out doors totally; and if the power could be totally veſtt 
in the Speaker, and committed to his diſcretion, he migi 
WM rhaps riſk a little of the ſtrictneſs of his ruler's doctrines 
Sir Willam Sir William Meredith ſaid, that none but members oughtt 
Meredith. be preſent during the debates of that Houſe ; there wen 
votes publiſhed under the Speaker's authority, which fuff 
ciently declared the ſenſe and determination of the Houſed 
Commons on every important queſtion, The argument 
the motives, the policy, and influence that might indu 
thoſe deciſions, were out of the pale of popular enquiry 
The world at large, even our immediate conſtituents, h 
no juſt claim to be apprized of all the minutiæ of debatt 
but if gentlemen 0 to let in ſtrangers, they ſho 
firſt learn to preſerve better temper, to lay aſide inflammats 
declamation, perſonal animoſfittes, and indecent freedom 
ſpeech ; then perhaps all parties might coincide in an opitit 
to extend the indulgence that was now aſked for, as far 
could go, without impeding the buſineſs of the nation, 
moleſting the members in the poſſeſſion of their ſeats int 
body of the Houſe, 

The Speaker. The Speaker finiſhed the debate, by calling on the Houſe 
inſtruct him on this delicate occaſion how he was to act. 
ſaid, if it were to meet the ſenſe of the Houſe, and he col 
be allowed to admit ſtrangers impartially, and according 
a general rule agreed on by all parties, he ſhould be far, | 
his part, from having an objection to ſuch indulgence; | 
he wiſhed not to have a diſcretionary taſk: aſſigned to hin adva 
an affair of this kind, where he was apprehenſive that 
;beſt-meant complacency , and unbiaſſed diſpenſation of 

power, would fail of giving that unanimous fatisfa6 
. . Which was the firſt object of his ambition. 
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nd, The numbers were eighteen for the motion, and eighty- 

er · Bl five againſt it. x 

Hon | 

m. Order of the day to receive the report from the committee 

nfe-W for allowing lumber to be carried to the Weſt India iſlands. 


Sir William Meredith moved three reſolutions in the com- Sir Minas 

ou mittee, in order to give ſome relief to the Weſt Indies; 1ſt, Mereditb. 

abe To carry lumber directly from the Baltic; 2d, To enable the 

King's commiſſioners to grant licences to Britiſh ſhips, to 

carry lumber and proviſions from New Vork; and 3d, To 

ou grant bounties on lumber imported into the Weſt Indies from 
— Nova Scotia, and the iſland of St. John's. ¶ See 

laſt volume, page 274. ] 

Lord North objected to the two firſt, but aſſented to the La. Nereb, 
laſt; his Lordſhip pointing out the danger of ſuſpending the 
navigation act, and opening a door for {ſmuggling all forts of 
ht manufactures from all parts of Europe into our colonies ; and 
well that it was unneceſſary to have an act of Parliament ta open 
the port of New-York, becauſe the King's commiſſioners 
had a power to declare the whole province at the King's 
cn peace, when it became neceſſary ſo to do. 

Sir William Meredith contended, that, if our armies got Sir Filliam 
poſſeſſion of the Delaware and Hudſon's rivers, our Weſt In- Heredith. 
dies might get immediate ſupply, though it might be a long 
att time before the commiſſioners might think proper to de- 

clare the people at the King's peace. New-York itſelf had 

been long in our poſſeſſion, and with the power now defired, 
the commiſſioners might have ſent relief to the iſlands, with- 
111988 out declaring the province at the King's peace. That, the 
danger of ſmuggling manufactures from the Baltic was tri- 
fling, if compared to the loſs our trade does and will ſuſtain 
by the diftreſs and poverty of the Weſt Indies. The naviga- 
tion act being already ſuſpended by the reſtraining bill, in 
order to diſtreſs the rebels on the continent, it was ſtrange 
| WF not to ſuſpend it alſo, for the ſake of relieving our loy- 
cool al and diſtreſſed fellow-ſubjeQs in the iſlands, That the 
African trade was all but loſt, for want of regular pay- 
ments from the Weſt-Indies, which could not be made, on 
; © =<count of the loſſes ſuſtained by the American privateers, the 
un advanced price of freight and inſurance, and above all, the 
exorbitant price of lumber and proviſions. That thus, ina- 
Wi bility to trade with this country would ſtil! be increaſed, if 
ac the difficulty of obtaining lumber ſhould render it impoſſible 
to ſend their produce home to Europe; cultivation itſelf muſt 
U 2 ceaſe. 
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ceaſe, Above three hundred families, who lived here in 
affluence, had quitted the country, on whom various trade 
in this metropolis depended for their chief ſupport. He faid, 
that the laſt reſolution to grant bounties, would be ineffectua 
without the others ; for though ſomething might be got from 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and St. John's, yet no effectual ſup. 
ply could be expected from thoſe places. The navigation to 
Canada was open but once a year, and that at a time when 
lumber was not wanted; that the high prices would be fuf- 
ficient to bring it from Nova Scotia and St. John's without 


any bounty ; but ſeveral ſhips had gone to thoſe parts, and 


could get no lumber at any price whatever. Therefore, Ml i 
ſhould not aſſent to that propoſition without the others, as it Nec: 


would prove inadequate and deluſive. te 


Mr. Bay. Mr. Bayly obſerved, that by Lord North's refuſing to grant Ml Ir 


the licence for ſtaves and other lumber to be exported from n- 
New-York, he thereby denied the whole relief which this Wm 
bill was meant to give to the Weſt India colonies 5 for as to if fo 
granting bounties, they would do very little ſervice, eſpe- of 
cially as the noble Lord had now ſaid they would be but ſmall, WM th: 
and granted for two years only (though we were given to un- 
derſtand at firſt that theſe bounties were to be conſiderable, 
and continued for ſome time, without which indeed it cannot 
be expected to be of the leaſt uſe) ſo that unleſs the reſo- 
lation for granting ſuch licences were admitted, all hopes of 
benefit from the bill would prove deluſive and vain ; be 
therefore left the noble Lord to reflect, how this treatment to 
the Weſt Indies muſt appear, when it was known that he had 
added this freſh inſtance of eruelty to the many other opprel- 
ſions and diſtreſſes which his Lordſhip had already brougit 
upon the unhappy inhabitants of thoſe colonies. And 282 
farther prcof of which, he begged to recall to the memory ot 
the Houſe the evidence which had been given in the cleareſt 
terms by Mr. Ellis and Mr. Walker, | See volume I. page 
327.] and how ably the fatal conſequences had becn pointed 
out to them by that great and good man, Mr. Gloves 
See volume I. page 357.] whole predictions had hither 
to been verified in every inſtance z nay, matters had even N 
proved worſe, for excepting a few Weſt-India gentlemen, 


who are poſſeſſed of very opulent fortunes, and had pro- N. 
videntially laid up ſomething here out of their income, the 


reſt were gone back to their ruined eſtates in the utmot 
deſpair ; and the deſtruction it had made amongſt our mei- 
chants,* the Gazette gaye us but too melancholy py 
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of; beſides which, many opulent houſes had ſtopped, tho! 
their capitals were great and undoubted. Indeed the hard- 
ſhips of the Weſt India colonies, and every one concerned 
therewith, were too gloomy and numerous to be now related. 
He ſaid he had not atked any body to attend this buſineſs, 
nor were there ſcarce any of the gentlemen who owned Weſt 
India eſtates preſent, well knowing that it was in vain to ex- 
pect any thing from the Houſe, but what the noble Lord 
choſe to grant; and, therefore, he muſt leave it to his deter- 
mination, who, as he had already gained the merit of having 
loft North America, might now reap the glory of totally ru- 
ining, and by that means loſing, the Weſt Indies alſo. He 
called upon the noble Lord to cite a ſingle inſtance of pro- 
tection or aſſiſtance that government had afforded the Weſt 
Indies during this unhappy conteſt with the Americans, and 
named the conduct of the captains of men cf war, (who were 


meant, and ought to have taken care of the merchant ſhips) 


for that of all the convoys from Jamaica, not one of the men 
of war had yet brought home one ſhip ſafe ; and that out of 
the laſt July fleet, more than one quarter part were taken by 
the American privateers, owing entirely to the neglect of the 
men of war. He concluded with ſaying, that after ſuch im- 
politic and cruel treatment, the noble Lord ought to anſwer 
for its conſequences, which would be, he feared, that as ſoon 
North America became independent, the Weſt Indies muſt 
declare in their favour, or ſeek the protection of ſome- other 
power, in hopes of finding that relief which had been ſo in- 
humanly denied them by our own government. 2 

dir Grey Cooper and Mr. Dempſter ſpoke againſt the reſo- 
lations, and Mr.' Penant for them. | 

The Houle agreed to the third reſolution, but diſagreed to 


tie others. | 

May 1. 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge made his -annual motion to 
orten the duration of Parliaments, No debate, For the 
jeſtion 28, againſt it 98. 


May 2. 
No debate. Adjourned to the 5th, 
Mey 5. 


Not members ſufficient to make a Houſe, 


May 6. 


. May 7. 
Bills paſſed by the King. 


Private buſineſs, 


The 
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The ſpeech* of the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, this 
day, upon preſenting to his Majeſty the bill for the bet. 
ter ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold, and of the honour 
and dignity of the crown of Great-Britain, which then h 
paſſed the royal aſſent. . _ 

Mot Gracious Sovereign, | 

The bill, which it is now my duty to preſent to your Ma. 

jeſty, is intituled, © An act for the better ſupport. of his 

Majeſty's houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the 

crown of Great Britain ,” to which your Commons humbly U 

beg your royal aſſent. 65 

4By this bill, Sir, and the reſpectful circumſtances which MI © 

— and accompanied it, your Commons have given the WF 

ulleſt and cleareſt proof of their zeal and affection for your Ml © 

Majeſty. For in a time of public diſtreſs, full of difficulty 

and danger, their conſtituents Jabouring under burthens 2. 0 

moſt too heavy to be borne, your faithful Commons poſt— 

poned all other bufinefs, and, with as much diſpatch as the 


nature of their proceedings would admit, have not only 4 
granted to your Majeſty a large preſent ſupply, but alſo a * 
very great additional revenue ;— great, beyond example; f. 
great, beyond your Majeſty's higheſt expence.+ 

But all this, Sir, they have done, in a well- grounded con- Pr 
fdence, that you will apply wiſely what they have grantel a 
Hberally ; and feeling, what every good ſubje& muſt fee 8. 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that under the direction of you * 
Majeſty's wiſdom, the affluence and grandeur of the Sore mn 
reign will reflect dignity and honour upon his people. 2A 

When the Speaker returned, it was moved, That ti * 
thanks of the Houſe ſhould be given to him, for his ſpecc 1 | 
to his Majeſty this day in the Houſe of Peers, and that be * 
be deſired to print the ſame. Agreed to nem. con. ; 


May 8. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to go into a committe 
of ſupply being read, the Houſe went into the committee Hei 
and Lord North moved the three following reſolutions off 
which were agreed to, and were ordered to be reported tif * 


next day. | % deli 
FER | 90 „ war! 
5 tion 
* This is the ſpeech as publiſhed by the Speaker. He 
+ Several members, who took notes of this ſpeech, wrote va 
inſte ad of capence. | 5 8 


Thi 
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That 41,8201. be 28 to his Serene Highneſs the 


Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, to make good expences of fo- 
reign hoſpitals during the late war. | 

That 32,9341. be granted to his Majeſty, to reimburſe 
him for a like ſum diſtributed among his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
America, for the loſſes they have ſuſtained ſince the com- 
mencement of the preſent troubles in that country, 

That 18791. be granted for the ſupport of convicts work- 
ing upon the river Thames; and, | 

That 1 3,060l. be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the 
like ſum, iſſued by his Majeſty in purſuance of addreſſes 
from this Houſe, 

The firft and ſecond of theſe refolutions occafioned a 
debate in the committee, which continued till ſeven o'clock, 


when the queſtion being put on the firſt reſolution, the 


committee divided, ayes 38, noes 20. The ſecond re- 
ſolution was agreed without a diviſion. | 


153 


Colonel Barre condemned the conduct of adminiſtration in Col. Barre, 


very ſevere terms, particularly for what he called their public 
profuſion, and the Houſe for its tame acquieſcence in every 
thing propoſed by the miniſter, however ſcandalous and bare- 
faced, He enumerated the ſeveral douceurs the German 
princes had received, in order to induce them into a merce- 
nary bargain for the ſale of human blood, to be ſpilt ina 
quarrel they had no more eventual intereſt in, than in that 
now waging between the Turk and the Sophy of Perſia, or 
the ſcenes of murder, oppreſſion, and pillage, acting within 
the Mogul empire. Every requeſt, however unreaſonable, 
was granted; every offer, however abſurd, prepoſterous, 


and humiliating, was made to thoſe petty princes, to induce 


them to forward the ſchemes of a ſet of men, who were de- 
termined to extirpate our ſubjec̃ts on the other fide of the At- 
lantic, or compel them to ſubmit. They had double ſub- 
icies, levy- money, ordnance, and ſtaff: they were paid for 
killed and wounded men, and ſtill their corps were to be re- 
cruited to their full complements previous to their return to 


Heſſe and Brunſwick, ſo that they were doubly oY doubly _ 


offcered, and were to have double ſubfidies. Levy- money 


was even paid for their officers, 'a circumſtance unknown, he 
believed, in the military annals of mankind. After this 
warm and pathetic exordium, the Colonel directed his atten- 
tion more immediately to the queſtion before the committee. 
He obſerved, that fourteen years had elapſed fince the ſtate 

| | claim, 


Mr. Cara 
wall. 


Mr. Barke. 


properly come under the cognizance of the board, becauſe it 


might include his honourable friend, had not done their du- 
ty. This demand, which, it ſeems, was known to cv 
one but thole who ought to have been thoroughly acquainted 
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claim, now revived, was firſt made; that a commiſſion was 
appointed to take the whole of the German demands into 
conſideration, to examine and liquidate them; that after the 
moſt full and laborious inveſtigation of the ſubject, ſeveral 
of the claims, among which the preſent was one, were to- 
tally rejected, neither being properly vouched nor authenti- 
cated ; and of thoſe that had a colour of juſtice to ſupport 
them, the commiſſioners thought they acted generouſly by 
liquidating the demands at eleven-pence in the pound dit- 
count ; that 1s, inſtead of paying the German princes twenty 
thillings, they gave them juſt twenty-pence. He obſerved, 
that an exprefſion had fallen from him in a former debate, 
(upon the American extraordinaries) which he now begged 
leave to retract. He ſaid, that Houſe held the public purſe. 
Fool, that he was, for being fo deceived ; for reflection, de- 
rived from an uniform experience of ſome years paſt, might 
have taught him better, He might have long fince learned, 
that whatever ſum the miniſter thinks proper to aſk is in- 
ſtantly granted, is voted without heſitation, without ac- 
count; and is forced down the throats of oppoſition, even 
without reaſon, or a colour of reaſon. | 

Mr. Cornwall roſe to juſtify the reſolution, He faid, he 
was one of the commiſſioners who were appointed to liqui- 
date the German demands; but denied that the charge fot 
hoſpitals was totally rejected, or at all rejected. It did not 


( 


depended upon another account, not at that time made up, 
that of Mr. Biſhop, who was purveyor to the hoſpitals, 
So far from the demand being ſtated, it was kept up from 
the time it was firſt incurred, to the preſent year, in a regu- 
lar official manner ; and when it came before the commil- 
fioners, it was neither refuſed nor reprobated, but was mere- 
ly poſtponed, as not being regularly before them. From 
what appeared then, as well as what he learned fince, he ws 
convinced that the claim was a juſt one, and ought to be 

a. 7 . | 
Mr. Purke ſaid, he always underſtood that the Germa cal 
accounts had been ſettled many years ago ; Parliament and 
the nation, he preſumed, underſtood ſo too. If he was mil- 
taken, he was miſtaken in good company ; and all he could 
ſay now was, that the commiſſioners, among whom be 


vw ” 


— 
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t lay ſleeping for upwards of two years, and now came wa- 
ing to that houſe, which indeed ſeemed like the claim, to 
e {lumbering over the intereſt of the nation. If this de- 
zand was paid, the certain conſequence would be, its being 
ing followed by others beyond number--<* The fruitful pa- 
ent of a hundred more.” All Germany will daily teaze with 
pportunities,' or ſtun this Houſe with its after-claps. We 
hall never be eaſy ; we ſhall never have done granting, nor 
ey aſking, while we have have a ſhilling left to grant. He 
yas very ſevere on the miniſter for furprizing the Houſe, and 
ging a matter of ſo much conſequence when there appeared 
thin an attendance. He played a little with Mr, Corn- 
all's official ſituation, and obſerved, that we could. never 
xpeCt to be free from the claims and demands of the German 
hancery, from the inſtant this refolution ſhould be agreed 


co ww ww 


— 
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Lord North allowed, that the account was of a long ſtand- 1.4. Nerth. 
ag; and wiſhed it had been made earlier. That, he obſerved, 
owever, was the only objection that could be urged againſt 

; for he was of the ſame opinion with his honourable 

end near him, that the account was clearly and fairly ſta» 

d, and that the demand was juſt, and ought conſequently to 

e paid. 5 | 10 th i 37 

Mr. 7. Townſhend ſpoke warmly againſt the motion. He Mr. 1 
feryed, that the German accounts were made up moſt ini- Townſhend. 
nitouſly.; and that, that able honeſt man, the late Mr, Gren- 
le, being miniſter at the time the commiſſion was appointed 
enquire into, and to liquidate them, he ſet his face againſF 
dem. He inſtanced one or two particulars of groſs impo= — _ - 
non, and obſerved, that although the defalcation made by + = 
te commiſſioners might not be quite ſo much, as that ſtated 
his honourable friend; he was pretty ſure that it amounted 
full two-thirds, if not more. He inſtanced one article of 
0,0001, being entirely rejected; whether the claim now 
ade was included in that ſum, he knew not; but he was 
tain the whole affair had a very diſgracefpl appearance. 


of 
lot 


ls. 


u- 


ul- 


-* dir Charles Bunbury ſaid; he ſhould certainly give his ne- Sir Charley 
nil ure to the reſolution ; that an account examined, liqui- Baba. 
led, and ſettled, ſhould never again be brought forward, | 

gel aleſs new proofs or documents, which could not be obtain- 
au- or were out of the power of the creditor, accompanied 


Nothing like that was pretended ; no new light was ſpo- 
n of ; the only reaſon aſhgned\by the miniſter for comply- 
Ver. VII. ä e 


47 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1% 


ing with the demand was, merely that it was made, and tha 


Mr. Burke. 


Me. T. 
Jownſpend. 


gufly, and not be bullied out of it. The 


, 
1 
. . H 
A long 8 converſation now took place between Mito 
Lord North and Mefirs, Barre, Cornwall, Townſhend, and Ire. 
Burke; in the courſe of which, nothing could be drawn from th 
the treafury-bench, but that the honour of the nation, {ho 
founded on its good faith to all the world, particularly to it 
allies, rendered a compliance with the preſent demand indif- 
penfably neceſſary. J 
Mr, Burke denied that the good faith, or national honour, 
was at all concerned, On the contrary, he thought that they 
were both ſo much concerned, as to reje& the motion with 
contempt. If we gave money, we ſhould 7 ve it ſpontane- 
ans were nov 
maintaining a miniſterial war in America. Honour, dignity, 
even decency was to be ſacrificed to this favourite meaſure, 
Heſſe availed themſelves of the glorious golden opportunity 
and extorted the ſum now demanded; or, he preſume- 
threatened to withdraw their troops. He laughed at the di 
nity and honour of the nation, and the good faith obſerved 
it towards its allies ; and concluded with predicting, that th 
King of Pruſſia would again renew and preſs his claim 
relative to the arrears of ſubſidy due fince the late wat 
and, in his opinion, was much better entitled to be grai 
fied, on ever und of juſtice, policy, and national god 
faith, than * Tlndricve of Heſſe, though he did not mei 
to conſider the juſtice of his Majeſty's claim in any oth 
than a comparative view. Ty 
When the ſecond reſolution, relative to the American ſuf 
ferers was read, Mr, T. Townſhend obſerved, that it was f 
moſt extraordinary requeſt. that was ever made, or he ee 
heard, to come to Parliament without ſo much as a ſingle 
of paper to authenticate it, To whom paid, for what pu 
ſe, what were the loſſes, how they were incurred; 
ſhort, unaccompanied by a fingle — neceflary to lv 
port a parliamentary requiſition, - „ 
Lord North confeſſed that the honourable gentleman 
perfectly right. No ſuch requeſt ſhould be made to Pari 
ment ꝑnleſs accompanied with all the circumſtances which! 


had enumerated, All objections muſt of courſe fall when tht 
ſeveral requiſites were complied with; he had them in # 
hand; he had a lift of the ſufferers? names, the nature WM 
amount of their loſſes, the circumſtances which attend 
them; in ſhort, every particular of time, place, "pd 12 


Proy 


* 
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dentity, ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt ſceptical and ſuſpicious. 

He was ready to produce it to the honourable gentleman, or 
so any other member, to whom curioſity or doubt might 
4 Mrender that mode of ſatisfaction neceſſary. He did not 
think proper to lay it before the Houſe, becauſe, ſome 
how or other, every paper laid before that Houſe lately 
ad got into print. Should that be the caſe in the preſent 
eaſe, it would be productive of the worſt conſequences, and 
might in ſome inſtances prove fatal, ſhould the names of the 
xerlons, who were by this reſolution to ſhare the bounty of 
Parliament, be made public. Such being the caſe, he was 
certain no member in that Houſe would preſs the matter fur- 
ther than he had already mentioned. 5 | 


kered to on former occaſions, particularly fince the bad con- 
ſequences of mentioning perſons by name, who were the 
friends of Great Britain, had been proved in ſuch a variety 
f inſtances, | 


* 


luded in the debt contracted on account of the civil liſt; 
hat the expence incurred under the head of ſecret ſervice was 
normous; the moſt of which, he preſumed, was expended 
ind directed to the ſame purpoſes ; ſo that voting the ſum 
ow" moved, was, in fact, voting ſo much money for the 
rvice of the civil iſt ; for either no part of the gratifications 
ren to the American ſufferers ought to have found its way 
nto the civil liſt expenditure, or it ſhould have all been pro- 
ided for through that channel. 


rvices to which the money was applied. His — 
night think proper to give ſome of his own revenue towa 

lleviating the diſtreſſes of his oppreſſed ſubjects in America, 
nd yet neither think proper, or find it convenient, to give 
; and if the ſum moved for had been included in the civil 
t debt, it could have made no poſſible difference; it would 
ave only raiſed that debt ſo much more, which in point of 
teat was nothing, as the nation was ultimately to pay, 
ſhich ever medium it came through. 274 rb 


er from wiſhing to have any man's perſon or property ex- 
pled to the rage of his enemies, than he would; but howſo- 
er neceſſary it might be to conceal names, he by no meany 
proved of fo pernicious a precedent as that of voting the 

| U 2 public 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that a ſum of the like amount had been in- Mr 


157 


dir Grey Cooper enforced the arguments uſed by the noble Sir Grey 
ord who ſpoke laſt. He ſaid, the rule had been always ad- Coper. 


« Burkeg 


Lord North replied, that the ſums were as diſtinR as the La, Neri 


Mr. Burke eee. no man in that Houſe would be far- Mr. Burkes 
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Sir terry 
Houghton. 


1 
UP 


Mr. Corn- 


wall. 


The Speaker reſumed the chair. 


As ſoon as the firſt reſolution from the committtee of ſup- 
ply, for granting the ſum therein mentioned, to make good the 
expences of foreign hoſpitals during the late war, was read, 

Sir Henry Houghton roſe, and faid, no perſon would be readier 
to ſupport the good faith of the nation than he, but he could 
never bring himſelf to conſent to the granting a ſum of money, 
which exactly reſembled a fore! 
account of the diſtraed ſituation of our public affairs. He wa 
certain, that no example of ſuch a requiſition was known in 
the annals of Parliament, that a debt ſhould be demanded at 
the end of fourteen years; and that at ſuch a critical ſeaſon, 
that, he preſumed, thoſe who made it imagined that it can- 
not, nor will not be denied. For his part, however ready 
he was to give ſtrength and vigour to government, he ſhould 
do all in his power to diſappoint fo ungenerous an expetta- 
tion; and as he ſpoke, he ſhould moſt certainly vote againſt 
He truſted to the indulgence of the Houſe for troubling 
it on a ſubject, which, he made no doubt, would be very 
ably diſcuſſed; but he could not remain fitent, or help ex 
preſſing ſome degree of indignation at an attempt, whid 
bore every appearance of endeavouring to impoſe on the na 
means the moſt unprecedented and unjuſtifable, 

Mr. Cornwall ſaid the affair had been totally mifundet 
ſtood in the committee the preceding day, and that in man) 
reſpects. The demand was repreſented as a dormant claim, 
now revived, though ſuffered to ſteep for fourteen years; thi 
it was rejected by the .commiſſioners appointed to engquir 
into, and liquidate the German demands, during the adm 
niftration of the late Mr. Grenville ; and that, in its preſen 
ſhape it wanted clearneſs, and degree of authenticity, whid 
it ought to have, to entitle it to the notice and attention 
that Houſe. He ſhould ſay a word or two on each o 


It, 


tion by 


. 
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blic money in a committee of ſupply, without account. 

f the reſolution was agreed to, it would appear that ſuch ; 
ſum of money had been voted, but to whom, or on what ac- 
count,” would remain as profound a ſecret to poſterity, as it 
was at preſent to nineteen. out of twenty of the members of 
that Houſe; in fine, any ſum might be granted to any body, 
upon any account, or upon no account, without a pothbility, 
or means of detection, however falſe, impoſitious, or fraudu- 
lent. | 


D 
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gn tribute, extorted from us on 


f tho 


he ad 


heads, and flattered himſelf, he ſhould be able to give ſuffi- 
cient ſatisfaction on every one of them. As to the ſtaleneſs 
of the demand, the contrary was manifeſt, for it was in- 
cluded in the groſs ſum which came before the commiſſioners, 
but the commiſſioners not thinking themſelves authoriſed, for 
reaſons he ſhould hereafter mention, the matter, ſo far as it con- 
cerned them, was poſtponed, not rejected. Applications were 
then made through an official channel, where it was anſwered, 
that until Mr. Biſhop's accounts, who had the ſuperintendancy 
of all the hoſpitals, were received, nothing could be done. 
When thoſe accounts were paſſed, the foreign hoſpitals made 
a part of them. They were accordingly referred to the au- 
ditor of the impreſt, where being audited and paſſed, they 
were referred back to the treaſury board. So the affair ſtood 
in the year 1773, or 1774, when the laſt ſteps were taken in 
this matter. Other buſineſs of greater importance, or acci- 
dent; prevented any thing Se Ts done, till the treaties 
with Heſſe were entered into: and from that time till the 
account was fully and ultimately examined and approved of, 
nothing particular paſſed on the occaſion, but in the uſual 
courſe of buſineſs. The diſcharging the demand made no 
part of any public or private ſtipulation. When the treaſury 
board received that degree of ſatisfaction, and thoſe regular 
official documents it always requires, adminiſtration for the 
rſt” time determined to bring the matter into that houſe. 
The claim then being neither a ſtale nor dormant claim, he 
could with equal juſtice ſay, that it was never rejected. The 
reaſon why the commiſhoners declined having any thing to 
do with it, was this: Mr. Biſhop's accounts, in which thoſe 
of the foreign hoſpitals were included, not being paſſed in 
the official forms, required at the time the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to enquire into the German claims fat, it was impoſ- 
üble for them to determine on the affair of foreign hoſpitals, 
without directly taking upon them to decide on Mr. Biſhop's . 
accounts, which was clearly out of their province; and 
which, if they had undertaken to do, would be directly in- 
Ring every uſage and cuſtom of office, and of courſe ex- 
ceeding the limits of commiſſion, which was to determine 
German, not Britiſh claims. And as to the laſt objection, 
that the accounts were neither clear nor properly vouched, if 
eyen true, it did not remain to be now diſcuſſed. If they 
vere improperly. paſſed by the officers authorized and ap- 
pointed to ſee that the demands wers fair and well authenti- 

| ; 55 | cated, 
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cated, that might be a ſubje& very proper for the Houſe to 
examine into, as applying to the conduct of the officers for 
miſbehaviour or partiality in the diſcharge of their duty; 
but, as againft the claim it availed nothing. The demand was 
made 1n time; it was regularly examined, and officially paſſed; 
and conſequently, as between this country and the Land- 
| of Heſſe, it had every ſanction which the law or con- 
itution could give it. For his own part, he did not think 
that the objection held good even in that light. The ac- Na 
counts appeared to him perfectly clear, and the demand every Wir 
way equitable and juſt. | je 
ir George Howardobſerved, however ingenious the honour- no 
able gentleman's arguments might be, or however plauſible Wii 
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| they might appear, they were nevertheleſs far from bringi 


home conviction to his mind. He well remembered, that when Wh: 
he was in Germany, frequent applications were made to him Wn: 
on the ſubject, but he could never be prevailed upon to give ler: 
His countenance to what he all along had reaſon to believe ¶ ih 
was conducted in a very ſuſpicious, if not fraudulent, man- ¶ the 
ner. He would not pretend to follow the honourable gen : Ning 
tleman through his long ſtate of the queſtion, but he recol- Why 
dected having ſeveral converfations with Biſhop, which, with {Wii 
what he learned himſelf, were the cauſes why he entertained 
the diſapprobation he now expreſſed ; nor could he ſee how 
the paſting of Mr. Biſhop's accounts totally precluded the 
commiſſioners from entering into any enquiry into the juſtice cla 
of the demand, but by reſorting to the true cauſe, which was, 
that the claim was really and truly rejected; or that if it hal War 
been preſſed at the time, it would have been found to be like 
many others which ſhared the ſame fate, unſupported by truti 


or juſtice. In every light, therefore, he conſidered tb m 


claim, and from the mode of bringing it forward, he had 
ſtill more reaſon to think, it ought not to be complied with. Wi b. 
Mr. Baidwin oppoſed the receiving the report, chiefly oe « 
account of the ſtaleneſs of the demand. He took it up, ler 
faid, on this ſingle ground. The debt, on which the de- the f 
mand was founded, was contrafted fifteen or ſixteen yeaWedu 
ago. A regular demand was made; commiſſioners were ap- 
inted to decide whether it was or was not a juſt one; the 
iſſue of their enquiries was a poſitive rejection; for the di- aon 
ſtiaction made by the honourable gentleman, was a mere di- nter 
ſtinction in words; and if the claim could be fairly ſuppott: ben 
ed, he had no doubt but the mere forms, had any ſuch _ be ty 


„A. %%. E 
o Wp:diment really ſtood in the way, would have been readily 
1 Wl diſpenſed with, in order to effect juſtice ; but the claimants: 
new better, and waited for a ſeaſon when they might have 
u better proſpect of ſucceeding. He ſaid, he would for 
|» WM theſe reaſons give the motion his moſt hearty negative. 


„Mr. Booth ſaid, tho people were already fo heavily bur- Mr. F. 


- Wicned, that the management and expenditure of the public 
k Wrevenue called for the utmoſt frugality. The preſent was a 
: ddaim he could never conſent to; and the mode of bringing 


it forward, fo late in the ſeaſon, and when ſo many of the 


xepreſentatives of the people were in the m_— or abſent, 


difagreeable. 


manner in which they were vouched and paſſed. That what- 
ever reluctance ſome gentlemen might have to the ſtaleneſs, 
there did not a fingle objection ſubſiſt againſt the juſtice of 
the demand; and as for the demand being of ſo long a ſtand- 
ng, when it was conſidered, from the cauſes: already ſtated 


entirely from neceffity, 


ice telated to the foreign hoſpitals could have been decided ups 
as, Won by the . appointed to liquidate- the Ger- 
1d man claims, though Mr. Biſhop's particular part had ne- 
ike rer been ſettled. He was ſevere on the miniſter, and con- 


tended, that the preſent ſum, if voted, would be in fact 
n additional ſubſidy ; and lamented thoſe fatal meaſures 
much had thus reduced us to the humiliating ſituation 
pf being dictated to, and bullied, by every petty prince on 


h. 

on Whe German continent, into the moſt mortifying and diſ- 
_ hefpraceful conceſſions. This, he ſaid, with numerous others of 
de · ¶ he ſame tendency, were the bleſſed fruits of endeavouring to 


| vm our ſubjects in America to a ſtate of the moſt wretch- 
aps Werner | | 


te Mr. Cormuall faid, when the matter firſt came to his Mr. C- 
nowledge, he retained ſome. doubts whether it could be l. 


atertained, or be properly brought before Parliament; hut 
ben, upon further enquiry, he diſcovered the true ſtate of 


who 


. not expecting ſuch an after-clap, rendered the affair ſtill more 


by his honourable friend, that it could not have been other- 
fiſe, that objection muſt ſhare the ſame fate, as proceeding 


e tranſaction, as he had repreſented it, the noble Lord 


— 


Sir Grey Cooper inſiſted, that nothing could be more clear sir Grey 
than the accounts, nor nothing more ſatisfactory than the c 


Mr. T. Townſhend ſaid, Mr. Biſhop's accounts had no · Mr. T. ; 
hing at all to ſay to the matter; that part of them which Tune. 


Mc. Bur e. 


only inform us he had paid it. This, I confeſs, is a moſt 


information now, more than he had then. If this be the 


guilty of great imprudence and poſſibly injuſtice; for ſuppol 
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who moved the reſolution in the committee, as well as him. 
ſelf, were of opinion, that the money might have been 
paid without bringing it into Parliament, or previoully pro- 
curing its conſent, as an out-ſtanding arrear, regularly vouch. 
ed, audited, and paſſed. | | 

Mr. Burke was extremely jocular on the honourable gentle. 
man who ſpoke laſt. The honourable gentleman, ſays he, 
firſt had his doubts, or rather was of opinion, that the appli- 
cation ſhould have been rejected; and I think with great ju- 
ſtice. His doubts, however, on further enquiry, began to 
vamiſh, and at length running from one extreme to the other, 
his mind ſuddenly became ſo enlightened, that he thought, 
with the noble Lord himſelf, his Lordſhip might pay the de- 
mand without even ſo much as conſulting this Houſe, but 


extraordinary and unexpected alteration of ſentiment. [ 
ſhould be glad to know from the honourable gentleman the 
ground of his doubts, when they began to vaniſh, and what 
it is that at length wrought this mighty change, Did the 
honourable gentleman's doubts proceed from his opinion that 
the claim was abſolutely rejected by the very commiſſion un- 
der which he acted ? If they did, what new lights has he fince 
received? I will appeal to himſelf if he has a ſingle word of 


caſe, how is it poſſible to account for this ſudden illumina- 
tion of his mind, but by ſuppoſing that he looks forward to 
the poſſible conſequences of a refuſal, and ſanctifies the means 
by-the end, that of keeping the Landgrave in good temper, 
But there is ſomething ſtill more unaccountable in the ho- 
nourable gentleman's condu& in another particular, than even 
any thing I have yet mentioned; that is, though he and the 
noble Lord are both perfectly ſatisfied that the money de- 
manded might be 1fſued officially, as an arrear due to the 
ſubjects of the Landgrave, or rather the Landgrave himſelf; 
yet out of a kind of deference, or condeſcenſion, or modeſtj 
or whatever his and the noble Lord's friends may interpret i 
to be, his Lordſhip, I preſume, by the advice, or at leail 
with the approbation of his honourable friend, comes to Pat 
liament. As he firſt doubted, was afterwards ſatisfied, ani 

was finally convinced, does the honourable gentleman beg iti 
to doubt again? He certainly does, or he muſt confeſs himſe 


the reſolution now going to be reported ſhould not * tg 
zoug! 


* 
2 


and the money ſafely iſſued by the board at which he 
ts, the claim would be, nevertheleſs, for ever reprobated, 
xd the claimant unjuſtly deprived of his demand. He 
riſted and unfolded this argument of Mr. Cornwall's for a 
mfiderable time, giving it various ſhapes each time, which 
ſorded much entertainment. 


peated what he had ſaid before, and which concluded the 
hate, ; | 
At half after ſeven o'clock the queſtion was put, and the 
ouſe divided, ayes 50, noes 42 ; ſo that the miniſter was 
ery near Being left in a minority, almoſt every country gen- 
eman in the Houſe having foi againſt him, 

2 5 


ttertains of his Majeſty's regard for the laſting welfare and 
2 as this Houſe . omit an 


our, and the proſperity of his Family, humbly to be- 
q his Majefty, that, in conſideration of the _ rank 
d dignity of their royal highneſſes the Dukes of Glouce- 


me addition to their annual income, out of the revenues 


able his Majeſty effectually to perform the ſame, as no- 


ferent branches of the royal family.“ He began with very 


ppineſs of his peo 
pportunity of i their zeal and regard for his Majeſty's 


and Cumberland, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to make 


2 ted his Majeſty for the expences of civil go- 
emm — LAT) better * the honour and dignity of 
e crown ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will 


i ugh the honourable gentleman is convinced that the claim 


ling will more conduce to the ſtrengthening of his Majeſty's © 
wernment, chan honourably ſupporting the dignity of the 


m encomiums on the many public and private virtues of 
thoſe two princes z and obſerved, what a diſgrace and reproach 
el was to the nation, to permit their royal highneſſes to live 
ty: ftate much below that maintained by ſeveral private gen- 


men; a circumſtance extremely unbecoming the dignity of 
onages of their rank and confequence ; that nothing could 


Par ove y a ſtronger appearance of national dyFfrace, than to have 

ane firſt prince of the blood, the. Sovereign's next brother, a 
co\Woitive, or a kind of penfionary, at Rome, not from any 
n\cWtravagance of his own, but merely from the extreme ſcan- 
pol Vol. VII. 6 r = EC hh tineſs 
dro Kg is e . 
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Lord North made a ſhort reply, in which he principally La. Neb; 


3 
Sir James Lowther moved, That an humble addreſs be sir James 
reſented to his Majeſty, to expreſs the juſt ſenſe this Houſe Ltr. 


* - 
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ite to his; the perſon he meant was the right honoura 


creaſe of expenditure called for a ſuitable increaſe of incom 
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tineſs of his income, which was known to be inferior to thatd 
ſeveral private gentlemen in both kingdoms ; nay, he believe 
inferior to the lar receipts and profits of many perfoil 
concerned in 5 and commerce. The peculiar hardſhip 
and ſufferings of the royal brothers became {till more exagee 
rated, and were rendered more irkſome and mortifying, wha 
they were contraſted to the enormous ſums granted for tli 
ſupport of the dignity and ſplendour of the crown, whit 
both were tarniſhed and diſgraced, and the money thus g 
nerouſly given employed in purpoſes of corruption, an 
ſquandered away on the moſt worthleſs, to à degree of prof 
ſion, unknown to any - civilized ſtate in Europe.. The roy 
Duke; now at Rome for the reaſon now affigned, is in th 
line of ſucceſſion to the crown, and has had a child born i 
that capital, and living, who may poſſibly fit on the thron 
of theſe realms. I will allow that lch an event 1s not ye 


[ 
[ 


0 
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ſy 


fi; 
br 


probable; but it is ſufficient for m purpoſe to contend, tha. 
it may happen: What then would be the conſequence ? 5 
that you muſt of courſe be governed by a 1 not on 7 
born, but educated at Rome. He ſaid, he flattered him{dM 


that he had been uniform in the whole courſe of his Pati 
mentary conduct; that he liked to ſpeak his ſentiments free 
ly and openly ; for that truth being his object, he alwaysp 
ſued it to the beſt of his knowledge. He was liable to er 
and miſtake, but he liked candour and Rteadineſs of condi 
ſo well in others, that he ſhould endeavour. to praRiſe it hin 
ſelf. He admired it even in a warm opponent, a per 
whoſe political ſentiments were known to be ſo directly c 
e on the floor, [Mr. Rigby] who, he obſerved, fin 
e firſt knew him, always ſpoke without reſerve, and ſeld 


changed his party or his opinions. He ſaid, he was furniſ 8 
Tn 
by the very perſons who conſtituted the conſtant majorities 


that Hou e. They muſt agree with hun, e er mail 
tained it in debate, on a former occaſion, that the neceſſaries 


life wore garatly enhanced in their value; that the prevaili Ein 
faſhion of the times, Was to live in an increaſed Rate of lu - e 
ury, elegance, and ſplendeur; that ſuch an inevitable 1 ; 


that a5 29, eve within hiLwemary, por, that of ary. BY 
ber then preſent, was the income of the royal Dukes fuffici 
to maintain their rank, nor at all adequate to the moſt mod 
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ate and meaſured economy; and that the parallel. held 
oa . hout, for if the increaſe of the civil liſt revenue was 
oi" cceflary for the ſplendour and dignity of the crown, a fuit- 
bin able ſupport for thoſe who were ſo nearly related to it, form- 
oo" ſed a part of that very dignity and ſplendour. None could 
Fhet fy that either were maintained, if x 58 King's brothers were 
M doomed to ſuffer a kind of baniſhment, in a ſtate of poverty 
i oF obſcurity, becauſe they were not enabled by the crown 
or the nation to live according to their rank in their native 
country. He finally obſerved, that the application now 
made to. the throne was by no means unprecedented ; that 
ſuch addreſſes had been frequent, and ſucceeded in more in- 
tances than one; particularly in reſpect of the late Prince of 
Wales, father of his preſent Majeſty, and the two royal 
brothers, who are the objects of the motion, 7 | 


by his honourable friend who made the motion, were unan- 
fwerable. The gentlemen on the other fide muſt agree fully 
to it in all its parts. The expences of living are inereaſed; 
the means of ſupport muſt keep pace with it, ſay thoſe gen-. 
tlemen. - The dignity and ſplendour of the crown, Rom 
eſe circumſtances, call for ſuch an augmentation, Is not 
this every thing that the warmeſt friends of the motion would 
wiſh to urge in its ſnpport ; unleſs at the ſame time they will 
ave the hardineſs to contend, that the royal Dukes ſtand in a 
different predicament fromevery other perſon in the kingdom ; 
and hazard ſtill a greater paradox, by ſaying, that the necef- 
ſities and the humble unprincely ſituations of the royal bro- 
thers, bear no manner of affinity or relation to the ſplendour 


£ . . 


of the crown, or the dignity of the nation. 


the motion, and urging the difficulty of diſcuſſing a ſubje 
ſo delicate a complexion, involving in it the King and his 
royal brothers, propoſed the previous queſtion. 


concerning the diſpoſal of what was his own property, as 
much as that poleſſed by any member of that Houſe, In ano- 
ther light too, it was more proper to let the King, after he 
tad been for ſome time in the poſſeſſion of his newly aug- 
A vented revenue, judge whether he could with propriety, by 
«cidental ſavings, increaſe the incomes of his royal NR 
THEY 1 Ds "On 


* 


Sir Jahn Griff Griff, after objecting to the propriety of Sir vb 
| & öfe. Griffin 


Sir George Howard ſaid, it was much more decent to let the sir George 
King exerciſe his own diſcretion, than offer to dictate to him Howard. 


Sir Edward Alen ſeconded the motion, obſerving, that Sir Edwars i 
the argument of fimilarity and relation, ſo judiciouſly urged ] i *' Þ} 


* 
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A 
On the whole, if the preſent motion was to have any effect, in . 
his opinion it would be that of increaſing parliamentary H 
tl 
pe 
W 


grants, and the public burdens already become enormous, 


Governor apr ſupported the motion very warmly, 
He contended, that there was nothing improper or unſes. 

ſonable in the motion; that the average. expenditure of the it. 
crown, for the laſt eight years, was full 20,0001. per anni to 
under the civil liſt revenue; that the miniſter promiſed very ¶ th: 


conſiderable ſavings in all the departments; and that, conſe. lf ric 


Mr. Righy- 


| immenſe, our ſituation was groſsly miſrepreſented in a place, 


ther the Houſe thought with the chair, or with him, whole 


' Foic prince, the late Duke of Cumberland, though his roy! 


uently, it was equally fair in argument and fact, to contend, if ble 
The the motion was both reaſonable and ſeaſonable ; and z au 
to the propriety of the terms in which it was conceived, they lf ef 
were the | ie as thoſe made uſe of by the late celebrated Mr. MW wo 
Pulteney, on a ſimilar occaſion, ==. | 
Mr, Rigby. oppoſed the motion in the moſt ſtrenuom ha. 
terms. He ſaid, he had as high a reſpe for the royal Duke 
as any individual in that Houſe, but, in his opinion, the mo- ſea 
tion would, if carried, have a moſt ludicrous, or rather ridi. Nero 
culous effect; it would be granting a ſum of money to hiſto 
Majeſty for his own particular purpoſes, and in the ſam ff nd 
breath almoſt defiring him to apply it to different purpoſes, 
It was mere child's play, giving a thing in one inſtant, and 
demanding it the next, in order to beſtow it on another, He 
then turned with vehemence towards the chair, and arraign- 
ed the conduct of the Speaker with great acrimony, He 
faid, thatthough aur burdens were heavy, and our expenem 


and in the preſence of thoſe, where nothing but truth ſhould 
be heard, That the ſentiments declared at the bar of the other 
Houſe to be thoſe of this, were never ſo much as though 
of here; that the Commons of this kingdom knew better; 
that for one, he totally diſclaimed them; and he was cer 
tain that a very great majority of that Houſe did ſo too. Heli 
truſted, that before the Houle roſe, it would be proved whe 


ſentiments, he ſaid, were directly contrary to thoſe delivered 
in the name of that Houſe at the bar of the Houſe of Lords 
He then reſumed his argument, and abſerycd, that that be 


father's peculiar favourite, had no- more than 1 5,000, | 
annum, till after the battle of Culloden, when his income . 
augmented, for his very eminent public ſervices ; not out 
the givil lift reyenue, but immediately by the bounty of Far 

2 ; | lament 
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i lament, who ſettled an annuity of 25,0001. on him for life. 
He repaid the compliments paid him by the honourable gen- 


tleman who made the motion; and hoped he ſhould always 


Wl perſevere in the fame ſteady line of conduct to the end. 
- WH Whether he acted right, he was conſcious he always intended 
eit. As to the comparative income of the two royal Dukes, 
to that of ſeveral Lords in this kingdom, he allowed with him 
that it was conſiderably leſs than ſeveral. There were many 


M 

nch Lords, and many rich Commoners; Would the honoura- 
„he gentleman, for inſtance, wiſh that his Majeſty ſhould 
1 
J 


augment the royal Dukes income, ſo as to be equal to the 
eſtate poſſeſſed by the honourable gentleman himſelf? If he 


. would, then moſt certainly he muſt allow, that ſuch an aug- 


mentation would lay a ground for another application to Par- 
u hament from the throne, | | 


. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he thought the motion was right, proper, and Mr. Fax. 


0. ſeaſonable ; right, that thoſe who were ſo nearly allied to the 
li» WMcrown ſhould have part of the public munificence, intended 
to promote every thing which might add to its ſplendour 


nend dignity ; proper, becauſe no perſons were more compe- 
es, Witent to judge of the diſpoſal of money than thoſe who granted 
ht; and ſeaſonable, becauſe no time could be better to urge 
Hehe crown on fuck a fubje&, than when the ſenſe of its own 


eſſities, and the generous conduct of Parliament, _ pro- 
miſeto make a favourable and grateful impreſſion. He dwelt 
a confiderable time on the increaſed price of proviſions, and 
the comparative value of money now, and during even the 
kf reign 5; and obſerved, that though this argument was 
much relied on in ſupport of the augmentation of the civil 
Iſt revenue, it applied much ſtronger in the preſent caſe, be- 
auſe the increaſed value of the neceſſaries and conveniencies 
if life had a much ſtronger comparative operation; he be- 
ved, in the proportion of full three to one, on an income 
amoſt totally directed and expended in thoſe uſes, than on a 
oWevenue, the greater part of which was iſſued in round ſums, 
ith which neither the ſplendour, dignity, nor immediate ex- 


lanced in the ſeveral heads of falaries, penſions, ſecret 
Tice” money, ambaſſadors, &c. He then ſtated ſeve- 


eaſe of ſalary to the judges, the overplus between the real 


ences of the crown were at all concerned: this, he in- 


general reaſons in ſupport of the motion, ſuch as the in- 


penditure for the eight laſt years, and the neceſſity there 
u to enable the royal Dukes to ſupport their high _— 
| 1 _ _ 


— ß — 
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Mr. Vin. Mr. Willes ſaid, he ſtood up in his place, as an individual, Bi m 


The Speaker As 
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both as Peers of the firſt order, and being ſo nearly allied to 
the throne. He ſaid, it had been always the policy of this 

, to make a fuitable proviſion for the different 
branches of the royal family ; it rendered them independent 
of miniſters; and bound them by intereft and ſentiment to 
preſerve that conſtitution under which they enjoyed ſuch 
pre-eminence and ſolid advantages. On the other hand, 
a royal family, in narrow and dependent circumſtances, are 
compelled to look up to the throne for protection and ſup. Wi - 
port; and from the very nature of their ſituation, are liable 
to become the inſtruments of the crown in forging chains for . 
their country. This, he was certain, was at preſent en- 
tirely out of the caſe; the King was as averſe to employing WM +, 
them in effecting purpoſes fo far from his heart, as they 
would be to comply with them, had he entertained fenti- e 
ments of a different kind. He concluded by obſerving, that n 
there were many public and private reaſons for wifhing to ſe $ 
every branch of the royal family happy and eaſy in their do- f 
meſtic circumſtances. ; 


to avow that the bounty of Parliament exceeded, by ſeveral 
thouſand pounds, the accounts delivered in; and that he ho- 
ped and wiſhed that a proper addition, in conſideration of 
that ſurplus over what the King's wants were ſtated to be, 


might be made to the income of the royal Dukes. Full o Bad 
theſc ſentiments, he ſhould give his voice for, and moni} 
heartily concur in the motion. | Wiz 
- The previous queſtion was then put, and the Houſe «i Pint 
vided, ayes 45, noes 192. com 
While the majority were waiting in the lobby during . iffue 
divifion, ſilence was enjoined, and Lord North, in an audy.. f 
ble voice, gave notice, that other buſineſs of conſequence wr... 
to come on after the diviſion, and, ſays he, You aſh, h. 
therefore requeſted not to go home.” | } queſt 
ſoon as the members returned into the Houſe, tte 8 


roſe in his place, and begged leave to draw the atte0 
tion and recollection of the Hovie, to what had fallen int 
tourſe of the debate from the right honourable gentleman 0 
the floor, [Mr. Rigby J. Previous, however, to his-taki 
any particular notice of the cenſure that gentleman h. 
ipatſed on his conduct, as Speaker of that Houſe, he beg9lMt 
that his ſpeech at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, the pv 
.ecding Wedneſday, might. be firſt read by the clerk, : 


” ce . , , , ot IT. 
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then appealed to the journals for the vote of thanks; which 
followed on his return, to ſhew, that the ſentiments whick he 
exprefled to his Majeſty, when he preſented the civil liſt 
bill, were the ſentiments of the Houſe, and not his own 
ticular ſentiments, as had been aſſerted by the laſt- mention 
ed honourable gentleman. While the * was yet on 
J o „ 


I 


the former debate, ſpoke of the chair in terms very nearly 
bordering on diſreſpect. Inſiſted that he had a right to ani- 
madvert on the Speaker's ſpeech, or on his conduct, within 
or without that Houſe, if he thought it improper. He was 
certain the ſpeech now read did not convey his ſentiments, 
whatever it might thoſe of the 281 who voted the augmenta» 
tion. He had a right to appeal to the ehair, and from the 
chair, and would never be intimidated, or led by any induoe- 
ment, to forfeit the privileges of a Britiſh ſenator. ' The 
Speaker was no more than another member, and he was as 
free to differ from the chair as from any other individual in 
that Houfe, He proceeded to great heat, which ſeemed to 
make the treafu ——— | „ 
Mr. Fox replied to Mr. Righy, and - obſerved, he had Mr. 
brought the matter to a direct deciſion ; that is, he had ren- 
dered it neceffary for the Speaker to ſeek. the ſenſe of the 
Honſe, as the charge was open and direct. The Speaker 
had either miſtbgreſented the ſenſe of the Houſe, or he had 
not; and, as an individual, had diſclaimed the ſentiments of 
the Speaker, as far as the ſame reſpected himſelf ; and plainly 
hinted that it was the opinion of a majority preſent: it was 
coming to the point at once, and bringing the matter to a fair 
iſſue, ' For his part, he ſuſpected the Speaker did not deliver 
the ſentiments of the majority, though it wasplain he did the 
ſenſe of the Houſe 3 becauſe he was immediately thanked 
dn his return, nem. con. as appeared by the journals. The 
queſtion, then, which remained to be decided, was, whether 
the Speaker had done his duty: the truth, he believed, was, 
wat the court thought he had exceeded it, by their ſo highty 
uſapproving of the ſpeech. He was refolved, however, to 
ake the ſenſe of the Houſe by motion, which, if negatived, 


In his opinion the Speaker could not fit longer in that chair 
With reputation to himſelf, or be further ſerviceable in his ſtu- 
Won, after being publicly deſerted, bullied, and diſgrazett. 

fle then made the following motion, „That the Speaker of 


this 


.»* 


Mr. Rigly, who adhering to what had fallen from him in Mr. Ri- 


Fax. 
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this Houſe, in his ſpeech to his Majeſty at the bar of the 
Houſe of Peers on Wedneſday laſt, and which was deſired by 
this Houſe, nem. con. to be printed, did exprefs with juſt and 
proper energy, the zeal of this Houſe for « ſupport of the 
henour and dignity of the crown, in circumſtances of great iſ; 
| public charge.” | 1 
The Spcaker The Speaker aſſured the Houſe, that he meant to deliver . 
nothing but their ſentiments. He thought he was juſtifed f 
in what he ſaid, conſidering the time, the occaſion, and the 
various concurrent circumſtances which combined to ſtamp Wy 
what he offered with peculiar propriety. Conceiving, there- b 
fore, that he diſcharged his duty, and that the fame had Wt 
been afterwards publicly approved of, he could not think of f 
remaining in a ſituation where he could be no longer ſervice- M th 
able, which muſt be certainly the caſe, if the preſent mo- n 
tion ſhould be rejected. | 
Mr. De Mr. De Grey did not approve of the word wants in the th: 
Grey. ſpeech. He ſaid, ſuch an expreſſion was diſreſpectful to the ¶ e 
Sovereign ; and, 1n his opinion, the whole ſpeech conveyed Man 
2 very improper idea to foreign powers in particular, who, to! 
preſuming on its contents, might be tempted to diſturb the ¶ vo 
\ public'tranquility, | 
» The Speaker The Speaker replied, that he thought he did not make uſe 
| of the word wants, as it could mean nothing. As to what 
effect his ſpeech, might have in foreign courts, or any other 
political conſequence which might ariſe from it, he never con- ¶ pee 
ſidered. He wiſhed to expreſs the ſenſe of the Houſe; heWMef t 
imagined he had done ſo; and he could never think of fit- 
ting longer in that chair, than he was in the exerciſe of hi 
duty. _ | 
Mr. Ellis, © Mc. Ellis ſaid, he preſumed the Speaker delivered his own 
ſentiments with great candour and fincerity ; and in ſo doing 
in his opinion, acted a very commendable part. But as pro- 
bably he ſpoke without notes, and might have dropped a 
word or expreſſion without any intention, he wiſhed that the 
motion might be withdrawn, and the affair be thus term 
nated ; for it was pretty evident, that though the Speak 
might imagine he was delivering the ſentiments of the Houle 
from hurry and inadvertency, it was poſhble, he might nd 
even have delivered his own. He recommended warmly if 
the Speaker, and the friends of the motion, that the matte ſh, 
might be ended without bringing it to a queſtion, the A 


> 


- 
% 


— 
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taken without doors to repreſent his ſpeech as not conveying 
the ſenſe of the Houſe, For his part, if he erred, he did not 
intetionally 3 he meant to convey the opinion of the Houſe 
and looked upon himſelf fully juſtified both in point of fa 
and precedent. If he miſrepreſented what he meant faith- 
fully to convey, he truſted the Houſe would excuſe him: 
He knew ſuch addreſſes to the throne had been frequent; he 
was ſure they were proper. He ſaid, he thought it incum- 
bent on him to let his Majeſty know what was the ſenſe of 
the Houſe, and, in ſo doing, imagined he was acting in the 
faithful diſcharge of the truſt committed to him : if the Houſe 
thought otherwiſe, he could not, nor would not, remain in 
that chair. | | 


blow was ultimately aimed at the Houſe through the chair; 
and the preſent was an experiment, made purely with a view 
toſee to what a pitch of humiliation and diſgrace the Houſe 
ould bear to be humbled and let down, It was, in fact, an 
attempt of a court faction, to render the reprefentatives of 
the people deſpicable, as well as deteſtable, in the eyes of 
their conſtituents, | 


of the Houſe, nor was it ſtrictly ſupported by fact; for, 
« the ample proviſion, &c. above his Majeſty's greateſt 
wants, &c.“ did not exceed 14,0001. which was repreſented 
in the ſpeech to be a moſt ©© ample proviſion.” The great 
ſtreſs laid on the overplus might have been better ſpared; 
x it would have been extremely mean, when they were vo- 
ting the augmentation, to with-hold the difference between 
the expenditure and the grant, He contended, that the 
Speaker ſpoke his own ſentiments, not thoſe of the Houſe, 
He mentioned the word wants, and recommended, that the 
— might go no farther, but that the motion be with- 
rawn. : 


le right honourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] had given, what 
ic ſhould call the watch-word ; which had been followed by 
ic Attorney General. He obſerved, that thoſe gentlemen 
lad founded their argument for withdrawing the motion 
uelly on the ſpeech not being the ſentiments of the Houſe ; 
Vor. VII. 2 where - 


o 


he Speaker ſaid, he underſtood that great pains had been The Speaker 


Mr. Dunning ſaid, the dignity of the Houſe was gone, if Mr. Dan- 
the chaif was permitted to be degraded ; that it was plain the ning- 


Mr. Attorney General entered into a kind of diſſection of the Mt, Au 
deech; he infiſted, that it neither contained the ſentiments ney Generals 


= Mr. For ſpoke in juſtification of his motion. He ſaid, Mr. Fox. 
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Mr. Rigby. 


Governor 


4 Jabnſtone. 
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whereas, the contrary was the fact, and the journals gay 
evidence of it. But however, if thoſe gentlemen and thei 
friends thought differently, as the framer of the motiy; 
he was ready to come to iſſue on that point with them, an 
doubted not but he ſhould prevail. He was ſatisfied that ii 
Houſe would never conſent to their own degradation and dif 
grace in the perſon of their Speaker, nor would ever ſubmit 
to contradict on a Friday what they approved on the Wel 
neſday immediately preceding. He ſaid, among the may 
cenſures, and more numerous inſinuations, thrown out 
againſt the ſpeech, it was ſaid not to be mar. He 
ſhould not enter into nice grammatical diſtinctions, or troy: 
ble himſelf or the Houſe about a choice of words, or elegan- 
cies of expreſſion 5 but he was ſure, if the ſpeech was not 
grammar, 1t abounded in good ſenſe, which was of infinitch 
7 value, and conveyed the true, unbiaſſed ſenſe of the 
ouſe, and of every man on either fide, till he was bought 
over to a ſacrifice of his principles and conſcience. 
Mr. Rigby ſtill adhered to his former opinion, and juſtifeli . 
his conduct on his right to deliver his ſentiments freely a 
every ſubject ariſing in that Houſe, or out of it, if it waz 
matter properly cogniſable there; but he diſclaimed the leaf 
intention of making any perſonal reflection on the chair; 
and moved to adjourn, 5 | 
Governor Fohn/tone obſerved, that the honourable gentle 
man who ſpoke laſt had ſomewhat lowered his tone. He 
thanked the Speaker for his ſpeech, and applauded his f- 
neſs in not accepting of any compromiſe = any thing ſhort 
of immediate reparation, notwithſtanding the threats and 
ſoothings that had been alternately held out and employed to 
induce him to recede, and by ſo doing ſacrifice the dignity of 
that Houſe, and his own honour, to the deſires of thoſe who 
ſeemed ſolicitous to treat both with illiberality and contempt. 
He faid, that the ſpeech was not only juſtifiable in point of 
fact, but might have gone to greater lengths, without incut- 
ring any juſt grounds for cenſure. However confident ſome 
of the gentlemen who ſpoke laterly in the debate might be, 
that this country was in a flouriſhing and proſperous condi» 
tion, he begged leave to differ from them; the contrary 
would, nay, muſt inevitably be the caſe if the American war 
ſhould continue another campaign. It was, therefore, vel 
ſaid in the ſpeech, that the nation was burdened, and per- 
fectly right as applied perſonally to the King, to — Fo 


” — as 
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Majeſty of the true ſtate of this country, and the generous 

forts of Parliament to relieye him in ſuch a ſeaſon, as the 

poſt powerful "recommendation in' future to frugality in the 
tpenditure, ' and ceconomy in the management of the boun- 

they were then conferring on him. He contended, that 

he fituation of this country was truly dreadful ; that Ame- 

ta was loſt, he feared, beyond the power of recovery; 

ny, he might venture to ſay, was irretrievably loſt ; and 

d upon any, the moſt confident, on the other fide of the 

ouſe, to riſe and contradiC him. SED! | 

Lord Ongley objected to the ſpeech, chiefly on account of Lord Ong+ 
he'word wants ; inſiſted it was the Speaker's own ſenti- 
fietts'; that perhaps he ſpoke what he felt himſelf, but he 

ns ſatisfied not the ſentiments of the Houſe. He was to- 

ally of a different opinion from the honourable gentleman 

ſho ſpoke laſt. He was ſatisfied the nation was great and 
owerful, and abounded in ſuch reſources as would render 

er a match for all her foreign and domeſtic enemies, whether 

n America or Europe; and that her ſituation was ſuch in 

rery reſpe&, as to forbid her to make any conceſſion in 

Imerica or Europe unbecoming her dignity, or ſhort of her 
nſtitutional ſupreme rights over all the dominions of the 

Pritiſh crown. 55 . 
Sir George Savile ſaid, he muſt condemn in the ſevereſt sir Gerge 


n. ns the indecent and unparliamentary language which he Savile, 
u heard for the firſt time, ſince his entrance into Parlia- 
arent. He was witty on the logic employed by the oppoſers 


i the motion, who argued through the whole courſe of the 
erening that the ſpeech was not the ſenſe of the Houſe, be- 
aſe the Houſe had the very day it was ſpoken declared their 
hoſt warm and hearty approbation of it. This might be a 
miniſterial way of drawing concluſſons; perhaps experience 
ad long fince taught them, that the ſenſe of the Houſe, as 
declared by a majority, was not its genuine ſenſe ; but the 
ery contrary of what it would have been, were the members 
who compoſed it at liberty to give their ſuffrages according 
o their judgment and conſciences, and not to their intereſt. 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge obſerved, that ſome of the lead- Mr. Sass - 
Ing members on the other fide wiſhed to have the matter bridge. 
Mugoled ; but if that ſhould be the caſe, and the queſtion 
for adjournment ſhould be carried, he did not ſee how the 
Peaker could occupy that chair a moment longer with pro- 
pacty or reputation. He =_ „ that the honourable gentle- 

2 man 
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withdrawn, He had no intention of driving the Speaker from 
the chair; nor, if he were ever ſo defirous ſo to do, was he 


of power or canſequence to effect it. He maintained the 


night of private opinion, and freedom of ſpeech ; he meant 
no more from the beginning ; and, as a member of that 
Houſe, in ſa doing, he preſumed, he had not exceeded his 


duty. | | ? 

The motion of adjournment was withdrawn, and the 
queſtion being put on Mr. Fox's motion, it was carried 
yithout a diviſion, almoſt unanimouſly. ; | 

As ſoon as the motion was carried, Mr. Serjeant Adair 
moved, and it was ordered. That the thanks of this Houſe. 
te returned to Mr. Speaker for his ſaid Speech to his Maje- 
ſy,” which was likewiſe agreed to. | 

Adjourned to the 12th, 


May 12. 
No debate. 
| | May 12. | 
The Houſe in a committee on a bill for the better ſecuring 
and preſerving the dock-yards, magazines, ſhips, veſſels, 
ores, warchouſes, goods, and merchandizes, being the pro- 
perty of private perſons within this Kingdom. | 


_ 


Sir Charles Bunbury moved to fill up the blank with the _ 


words benefit of clergy. | 


bow many crimes are puniſhed with death, which are much 
ks heinous than burning of ſhips, I am ſurprized any gen- 
leman ſhould think it not high time to put to death ſuch 
langerous and wicked incendiaries. It is true, John the 
Painter was hanged for burning Portſmouth dock, becauſe 
there is an act of Parliament that makes it death to burn 
wyal docks ; but there is no act of Parliament to hang men 
fr burning merchant ſhips or warehouſes : and if John the 
Painter had burnt all the ſhips and warchouſes in Briſtol, he 
would have not been hanged. And I think the example of 
(eath full as proper in one caſe as in the other. | 


he wilful ſetting fire to merchant ſhips, which may endan- 
fr not only lives and properties, but public ſafety. I 
ould think this crime, above all others, fit to be puniſhed 
zich death, if I could ſuppoſe the infliction of death at all 
ſeful in the preyention of crimes, 1 
„ But, 
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Mr. Combe. Whoever reads your ſtatute book, and ſees Mr, ce 


Right Hon. Sir William Meredith, J agree with my ho- Sir m 
tourable friend, that no greater crime can be committed than Mereditb. 


— 


ff. 3 | 6 
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But, in ſabjeQs of this nature, we are to conſider not what 
the individual is, nor what he may have done; we are ty 
confider only what is right for public example, and private 
ſafety.” — . 4 eff mw Ger of 
„Whether hanging ever did, or can, anſwer any good pur. 
poſe, I doubt : but the cruel exhibition of every execution- 
day is'a proof that hanging carries no terror with it. And 
Tam confident, that every new ſanguinary law operates ag 
an encouragement to commit capital offences; for, it is not 
the mode, but the certainty of puniſhment, that creates ter- 
r. What men know they muſt endure, they fear; what 
they-think they-ean eſcape, they deſpiſe; The multiplicity 
of our hanging laws has produced theſe two things : frequency 
of condemnation, and frequent pardons. As hope is the fit 
and greateſt ſpring of action, if it was fo, that out of twenty 
convicts one only was to be pardoned, the thief would fay, 
4 Why may not I be that one?“ But ſince, as our lan 
are actually adminiſtered, not one in twenty is executed, the 
thief acts on the chance of twenty to one in his favour; he 
acts on a fair and reaſonable preſumption of indemnity ; and! 
verily believe, that the confident hope of indemnity is the 
cauſe of ninedeen in twenty robberies that are committed. 
But, if we look to the executions themſelves; what exam- 
pte do they give? The thief dies either hardened or peni- 
tem. We are not to conſider ſuch reflections as occur ts 
reaſonable and good men, but ſuch impreſſions as are made of 
tke theughtleſs, the deſperate, and the wicked. Theſe men 
look on the hardened'villain with envy and admiration, All 
that animation and contempt of death with which heroes and 
martyre-1nſpire good men in a good caufe, the abandoned vi- 
lain feels in ſeeing a deſperado like himſelf meet death with 
intrepidity. The penitent thief, on the other hand, often 
makes the ſober villain think this way. Himſelf oppreſſed 
with poverty and want, he ſees a man die with that penitence 
which promiſes pardon for his fins here, and happineſs here- 
after ; ſtraight he thinks, that by robbery, forgery, or mur- 
der, he can relieve all his wants; and if he be brought to ju- 
ſtide, the puniſnment will be ſhort and trifling, and the re- 
JJ 35 a7 nuno LOG aunt wing oo TH 
Even in crimes which are ſeldom or never ꝓardoned, de: 
is no prevention. Houſe-breakers, forgers, - and coinery 


are ſure to be hanged ; yet houſe- breaking, forgery, aud, 


coining, are the very crimes which are ofteneſt committed. 
Strang 


Ein,; T ER. 

Strange it is, that in the caſe of blood, of which we ought 
to be moſt. tender, we ſhould ſtill go on againſt reaſon and 
againſt experience, to make unavailing ſlaughter of our fek- 
low-creatures. -A recent event has proved, that policy will 
do what blood cannot do. I mean the late regulation of the 


coinage. Lg years together men. were continually hang | 


ed for coining, {till it went on, but on the new regulation of 
the gold. coin, ceaſed. This event proves theſe two things: 
the efficacy of police, and the inefficacy of hanging. But, is 
it not very extraordinary, that fince the regulation of the 
gold coin, an act has paſſed, making it treaſon to coin ſilver. 
But has it ſtopped the coining of filver ? On the contrary, 
do not you hear of it more than ever? It ſeems as if the law 
and the crime bore the ſame date. I do not know what the ho- 
wurable member thinks who brought in the bill; but perhaps 
ſome feelings may come acroſs his own mind, when he fees 
how many lives he is taking away for no purpoſe. Had it been 
farly ſtated, and ſpecifically pointed out, what the miſchief 
ff coining . filver in the utmoſt extent, is, that hanging bifl 
night not have been ſo readily adopted; under the name of 
treaſon it found an eaſy paſſage, I indeed have always un- 
rſtood treaſon to be nothing leſs than ſome act or conſpi= 
ncy againſt the life or honour of the King, and the fafety 
if the ſtate 3 but what the King or ſtate can ſuffer by my ta- 
ung now and then a bad ſixpence or a bad ſhilling, I cannot 
nagine. By this nick-name of treaſon, however, there 
es at this moment in Newgate, under ſentence to be 
urnt alive, a girl juſt turned of fourteen ; at her ma- 
ers bidding ſhe hid ſome white-waſhed farthings behind 
er ſtays, on which the jury found her guilty as an aceom- 
lice with her maſter in the treaſon. The maſter was ha 
t Wedneſday ;- and the faggots all lay ready, no reprieve 
me till juſt as the cart was ſetting out, and the girl would 
ve been burnt alive on the fame day, had it not been for 
e humane but caſual interference of Lord Weymouth. 
od God! Sir, are we taught to execrate the fires of 
mithfield, and are we lighting them now to burn a 
umleſs child for hiding a white-waſhed farthing? And yet, 
us barbarous ſentence, which ought to make men ſhudder 
be thought of ſhedding blood for ſuch trivial cauſes, "is 
raucht as a reaſon for more hanging and burning. It was 
era emmended to me not many days ago, to bring in a bill to 
and4<< it treaſon to coin copper as well as gold and filyer. 
t, in the formation of theſe ſanguinary laws, humanity, 


net 


religion, 


77 


rl. 


one wile argument is always ſufficient : If you hang for one 


ter, and flipped it under her cloak; the ſhopman ſaw her 
and ſhe laid it down: for this ſhe was hanged. Her defenct 


Mole her huſband from her; but, ſince then, ſhe had no bet 


had been a good deal of ſhop-lifting about Ludgate ; an ex 


ſtracted and deſponding ſtate; and the child was ſucking 
per breaſt when ſhe ſet out for Tyburn. 
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religion, and policy, are thrown out of the queſtion. Thi 
fault, why not for another? if for ſtealing a ſheep, why not 
a cow or a horſe ? if for a ſhilling, why not for a handker. 
chief that is worth eighteen-pence, and ſo on? We there. 
fore ought to oppoſe the increaſe of theſe new laws; the 
more, uſe every freſh one begets twenty others. 
When a member of Parliament brings in a new hangin? 
law, he begins with mentioning ſome injury that may be 
done to private property, for which a man is not yet liable to 
be hanged, and then propoſes the gallows as the ſpecific in- 
Fallible means of cure and prevention; but the bill in its pro- 
greſs often makes crimes capital, that ſcarce deſerve whip- 
ping. For inftance, the ſhop-lifting act was to prevent 
th rs and ſilver-ſmiths', and other ſhops, where there 
are commonly goods of great value, from being robbed; but 
it goes ſo far, as to make it death to lift any thing off: 
counter with an intent to ſteal. Under this act, one Man 
Jones was executed, whoſe caſe I ſhall juſt mention: it v 
at the time when preſs warrants were iſſued on the alam 
about Falkland's Iſlands. The woman's huſband was preſſ 
ed, their goods ſeized for ſome debts of his, and ſhe, wit 
two ſmall children, turned into the ſtreets a-begging. I. 
a circumſtance not to bt forgotten, that ſhe was very young 
(under nineteen) and moſt remarkably handſome. She wen 
to a linen-draper's ſhop, took ſome coarſe linen off the coun 


was, (J have the trial in my pocket) © That ſhe had livedi 
credit, and wanted for nothing, till a preſs-gang came an 


to lie on; nothing to give her children to eat; and they we 
almoſt naked; and perhaps ſhe might have done ſomethin 
wrong, for ſhe hardly knew what ſhe did.” The pariſh 
officers teſtified the truth of this ſtory ; but, it ſeems, ther 


ample- was thought neceſſary, and this woman was hange 
For the comfort and ſatisfaction of ſome ſhopkeepers in Luc 
.gate-ftreet. - When brought to receive ſentence, ſhe behave 
an ſuch a frantic manner, as proved her mind to be 1n ac 


L“et us reflect a little on this woman's fate. The poet 18) 
« An honeſt. man's the nobleſt work of God. 
1 t 
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He might have ſaid with equal truth, that 
A beauteous woman's. the nobleſt work of God. 


ke But for what cauſe was God's creation robbed of this its no- 
"Wieſt work? It was for no injury; but for a mere attempt to 
che two naked children by unlawful means. Compare this, 
he ith what the State did, and with what the Law did. The 


fa father, who was all their ſupport ; the Law deprived the 
roman of her life, and the children of their remaining pa- 
ent, expoſing them to every danger, inſult, and mercileſs 
eatment, thar deſtitute. and helpleſs orphans ſuffer. Take 
ll the circumſtances together, 1 do not believe that a fouler 
murder was ever committed againſt Law, than the murder of 
this woman by Law. Some who hear me, are perhaps bla- 
ming the judges, the jury, and the hangman ; but neither 
page, jury, nor hangman are to þlame : they are but mini- 
ftejal agents; the true hangman is the member of Parlia-- 
nent; he who frames the bloody law is anſwerable for all 
he blood that is ſhed under it. But there is a further conſi- 
eration ſtill, Dying as theſe unhappy wretches often do, 
ſho knows what their future lot may be! Perhaps, my ho- 
wurable friend who moves this bill, has not yet conſidered 
umſelf in the light of an executioner ; no man has more hu- 
wanity, no man a ſtronger ſenſe of religion than himſelf; 

ind I verily believe, that at this moment he withes as little 


m cceſs to his hanging law as Ido. His nature muſt recoil at 
making himſelf the cauſe, not only of ſhedding the hlood, 


Int perhaps deſtroying the ſoul of his fellow- creature. | 
zig But the wretches who die are not the only ſufferers ; there 
ire more and greater objects of compaſſion ſtill: I mean the 
tas Seems and friends. Who knows how many in- 
locent children we may be dootning to ignominy and wretch- 
neſs? Who knows how many widows” hearts we may break 
mth grief, how many grey hairs of parents we may bring 
nen ich forrow to the grave? 23 4 
The Moſaic law ordained, that for a ſheep or an ox, four 
nd five fold ſhould be reſtored ; and for robbing a houſe, 
buble; that is, one fold for reparation, the reſt for exam- 
ee; and the forfeiture was: greater, as the property was 
ve expoſed, If the thief came by night, it was lawful to 
ul him; but, if he came by day, he was only to make refti- 
Won; and if he had nothing, he was to be fold for his 
eſt, This is all that God required in felonies ; nor can I 
nd in hiſtory any ſample of ſuch laws as ours, except acode 
ARS A a that 


Fate bereaved the woman of her huſband, and the children - © 
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that was framed at Athens by Draco. He made every of. 
fence capital, upon this modern way of reaſoning, * That 
petty crimes deſerved death, and he knew nothing worſe fe 
the greateſt.” His laws, it was ſaid, were written not with 
ink, but with blood; but they were of ſhort duration, being 
all repealed by Solon, except one for murder. 
An attempt was made ſome years ago by my hon. friend $i 
Charles Bunbury, to repeal ſome of the moſt abſurd and crue 
of our capital laws. The bill paſſed this Houſe, but was re 
jected by the Lords, for this reaſon, © It was an innovation 
they faid, and ſubverſion of law.“ The very reverſe | 
truth. Theſe hanging laws are themſelves innovations. Nt 
lefs than three and thirty of them 5 during the |; 
reign, I believe, I myſelf was the firſt perſon who checke 
the progreſs of them. When the great Alfred came to th 
throne, he found the king-lom over-run with robbers ; bu 
the filly expedient of hanging never came into his head: h 
inſtituted a police, which was, to make every townſhip an 
ſwerable for the felonies committed in it. Thus property be 
| came the guardian of property; and all robbery was 61 
| feQually nary that (the hiſtorians tell us) in a very ſho 
| time a man might travel through the kingdom unarmed vi 
| is purſe in his hand. 
| Treaſon, murder, rape, and burning a dwelling-hoult 
| were all the crimes that were liable to be puniſhed with dea 
by our good old common law. And ſuch was the tenderne! 
ſuch the reluctance to ſhed blood, that if recompence coul 
poſſibly be made, life was not to be touched. Treaſon bei 
. againſt the King, the remiffion of that crime was in 
crown. In caſe of murder itſelf, if compenſation could | 
- made, the next of kin might diſcharge the proſecutio 
which, if once diſcharged, could never be revived; Ita 
| viſher could make the injured woman ſatisfaction, the l 
+ + had no power over him; ſhe might marry the man under 
gallows, if ſhe pleaſed, and take him from the jaws of des 
to: the lips of matrimony. But ſo fatally are we deviat 
from the benignity of our ancient laws, that there is now u 
der fentence of death an unfortunate clergyman, who mi 
ſatisfaction for the injury he attempted ; the ſatisfa&tion 
accepted; and yet the acceptance of the ſatisfaction and! 
proſecution bear the ſame date. | 5 
There does not occur to my thoughts a propoſition me 
abhorrent from nature, and from reaſon, than that in a m 
ter of property, when reſtitution is made, blood ſhould 3 
4 i =. 
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te required. But in regard to our whole ſyſtem of criminal 
u, and much more to our habits of thinking and reafoning 
won it, there is a ſentence of the great Roman orator, 
hich I wiſh thoſe who hear me to remark ; exhorting the 
knate to put a ſtop to executions, he ſays, ** Nolite, quiri- 
ts, banc ſevitiam diutius pati, ' que non modo tot cives atrociſ- 
im aulit, fed humanitatem ipſam ademit conſuetudine incom- 
h . a 

Having ſaid ſo much on the general principles of our cri- 
ninal laws, I have only a ſhort word or two to add, on the 
o propoſitions now before us. One, as moved by the ho- 
wurable | erg Mr. Combe] to hang perſons that wil- 
fully ſet to ſhips ; the other, moved as an amendment 
by my honourable friend [Sir Charles Bunbury] is to ſend 
ſuch offenders to work ſeven years on the Thames. 

The queſtion ariſes from the alarming events of the late 
fres at Portſmouth and Briſtol; for which the incendiary is 
put to death. But, will an act of Parliament prevent ſuch 
nen as John the Painter from coming into the world, or con- 
troul them when they are in it? You might as well bring in 
bill to prevent the appearance, or regulate the motions, of 
comet, John the Painter was ſo far from fearing death, 
that he courted it; was ſo far from concealing his act, that 
& told full as much as was true, to his own conviction. 
When once a villain turns enthufiaſt, he is above all law. Pu- 
whment is his reward, and death his glory, But, though this 
ay will be uſeleſs againſt villains, it is dangerous, and may 
de fatal to many an innocent perſon. There is not an honeſt 
nduſtrious carpenter or ſailor, who may not be endangered 


ire and combuſtible matter about ſhipping, tarring an 
pitching, and calking z accidents are continually happening x 
ad who knows how many of thoſe accidents may be attri- 


lone wilfully and maliciouſſy; but judges and juries do not al- 
ys diſtinguiſh _ betwixt the fact and the intention. 
|1s the province of a jury only to try the fact by the inten- 
jon; but they are too apt to judge of the intention by the 
kt, Juſtices of peace, however, are not famed for accu- 
Rte and nice diſtinctions; and all the horrors of an ignomi- 
nous death would be too much to threaten every honeſt ſhip- 
mght with, for what may happen in the neceſſary work of 


Ws calling. 
| A a 2 But, 


In the courſe of his daily labour; they are conſtantly _ | 


buted to deſign? Indeed, the act ſays, the firing muſt be 
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ubo is put to death, as there are hours in the life of the c 


Ls. North. | 


appeal to arms. Government had taken every ſtep which v: 


pected; our moderation only increaſed: their inſolence; 0 


and our reluctance to coereion to an inability to ſupport c 


— 
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But, as I think puniſhment neceſſary for ſo heinous an of. 
fence, and, as the end of all puniſhment is example; of the 
two modes of puniſhment I ſhall prefer that which is moſ 
profitable in point of example. Allowing, then, the pu- 
niſhment of death its utmoſt force, it is only ſhort and mo. 
mentary z that of labour permanent; and ſo much examyl, 
is gained in him who is reierved for labour, more than in hin 


> 
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beyond the ſhort moment of the other's death; 
Mr. Dundas, (lord advocate) ſpoke againſt the motion, 
The queſtion was put; for the words 10, againſt then 
39; but theſe not making a Houſe, the Speaker was fetche 
trom his room. 


The bill was ordered to be reported, but it was drop 


ped. 

Falls 5: - - - May 44. . | 

Lord North roſe, and went through the wide circuit of th 
finances, and took a tranſient view of the general poſture « 
public affairs in his progreſs, His Lordſhip obſerved, th; 
the expences of the American war were great, but they we 
neceſſary, and would of courſe require a ſuitable proviſio 
The arts of deſigning men had wrought upon our ſubjeds 1 
that country, to throw off her obedience. and conſtitutions 
dependency on this, and to reſiſt our lawful authority, by 


S 


i to recall the coloniſts to a proper ſenſe of the duty th 
owed to the mother- country. Lenient meaſures had, howe 
ver, an effect very different from what might reaſonably beer 


tenderneſs their diſobedience ; and what aroſe from ſentimen 
the moſt. indulgent and affectionate on our part, was it 
terpreted to ſpring from motives which never exiſted, Ot 
moderation was looked upon to have proceeded from timidiiiin er 


juſt authority, He ſhould forbear, he ſaid, to recall to ii 
memory of the Houſe, the ſeveral tranſactions which tooWerce: 


place from the commencement of the preſent diſputes, till ef thi 


.Congreſs avowed thoſe ſentiments America had all along cite b 
tertained, and had publicly declared thoſe objects ſhe had Wiſe p- 
view from the beginning. The avowal of independen@ityor 
cleared up what had been-hitherto deeply involved in dovi 


and obſcurity ;- and that in ſuch a manner, and accompanighÞ mar 


with ſuch ſtriking circumſtances, as to afford reaſonable e 
pectations, that from that inſtant there would but two d 
| | | ſcriptiol 


hk 777. r | 
triptions of men exiſt in this country; namely, ſuch. ag” 
would be for exerting the whole power and ſtrength of this, 
<untry in ſupport of its as «pn oy authority, and ſuch, as 
boking upon the taſk. attended with great expence and diffi- 
alty, might think it better to withdraw our care and protee 
toa entirely. Theſe expectations, however rational, did 
ot turn out as might be expected; for the very perſons who: 
ink America of the utmoſt importance to the opulence, 
frength, and national dignity of Great Britain, nevertheleſs, 
watend, that the ſureſt means of recovering it, is to aban- 
don and deſert our rights, by way of inſuring them, He 
gentioned this circumſtance merely to point out what abſur- 
lties men may be led into, who prefer partial conſiderations, 
to the general good of the whole. The other deſcription of 
nen, who might think the recovery of America not worth 
the toil, trouble, and expence, were ſo inconſiderable in point 
Ef number, that he mentioned them merely for form ſake ; 
þ that he might, ſtating the exception of the two deſerip- 
tons juſt mentioned, juſtly affirm, that there was a very 
peat majority of the nation at large, as well without as with= 
nthat Houſe, who were upon every ground of right, juſtice, 
fpediency, and ſound policy, for proſecuting the war againſt 
ur rebellious ſubjects in America, till they ſhould ſubmit to, 
nd acknowledge the legiſlative ſupremacy of Parliament, or 
e compelled to it. His Lordſhip then obſerved, that from 
qvaricty of concurrent circumſtances, nothing deciſive had 
ken attempted till late in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, 
when,, confidering that the time for carrying on milita 
perations had been far advanced, our arms effected as _—_ 
a the moſt ſanguine expectations could have formed. S0 
matters ſtood at the cloſe of the campaign. We had now 
fiery reaſon to expect, that the preſent would effectually put 
end to the diſtracted ſtate of that country, by compelling 
the obſtinate to a due ſubmiſſion to the laws, and by afford- 
bg a protection to thoſe, who, from compulſion, had. been 
reed into meaſures they ſecretly abhorred. The expences 
eis juſt and neceſſary war were, he allowed, great, and 
e burdens, conſequent of ſuch meaſures heavy; however, 
be propriety of them being acknowledged by a very great 
majority of perſons within and without doors, it remained 
ith Government only to provide for thoſe expences in ſuch 
manner, as to throw the weight as much as-poſhble u 
he opulent; or, in other words, to tax property :nitcad of 
Wour, In a commercial and manufacturing W 
| toms, 


the merchant or manufacturer, ought to be avoided; © 


in all, 144,000l. Exchequer bills diſcharged, 1, 500,006 ; 
vote of credit diſcharged, 100,0col. civil liſt arrea 
618, oool. prizes to be paid in lottery, Foo, oool. 


— 
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Roms, exciſes, or taxes, which fall, or eventually aft: 


ought all taxes of any kind, which are felt. by the lower put 
of the community, either as raiſing the price of raw mate- 
rials, or falling heavy upon articles of daily and | 
conſumption. This could not always be the caſe, particy. 
larly in great operations of finance; becauſe, when large 
ſums are to be raiſed, they require ſuitable proviſions, and 
muſt reach the body of the people, who are the great conſu- 
mers; but in inſtances where the ſums wanted will admit of 
it, che objects of taxation ſhould ever be property and the 
luxuries of life. The taxes, therefore, which he meant to 
propoſe to the Houſe, were to be laid ſtrictly conformable to 
the ſyſtem of taxation he had now explained. They would 
be productive taxes; they would fall on property, where 
that object was in contemplation ; or upon what was gene. 
yy underſtood to bear a direct relation to the luxuries 0 
hfe. . 1 5 
His Lordfhip then proceeded to ſtate the different items 
Ines in the committee of ſupply, under the reſpeQtive 
eads of expenditure, He ſaid, the expttwe.of maintaining 
ſeamen, including 45,000 marines, was 2, 346;060}, ordi 
nary of navy, 400,805l. buildings, 465, 5ool. Greenwi 
hoſpital, 4000l. navy bills paid off, 1, ooo, oool. in al 
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4,210, 3051 Army in America, &c. 648, ooql. ſtaff it * 
Great Britain, 11,470l. Hanoverians in Gibraltar, &c. 56,074 af 
Hanau troops, 18,0001. ditto Waldeck, 17,c00l, din 
Brunſwick, 93,0001. Heſſians, 336, cool. proviſions for ſo Hat 
reign troops, 41001. deficiencies ditto, 7o0ol. artillery. - f 
ditto, 48,0001. Chelſea hoſpital, 105, oool. half-pay to re "ly 
duced officers, 93,0001. horſe guards reduced, 1oool. Ame e 

rican extraordinaries, 1, 200, oool. Heſſian chaſſeurs, 36,000! ns 


Hanau ditto, 16,0001. Anſpach troops, 39,0001. deficiency 
Heſſian chaſſeurs, 3000l. total expence of army, 3, 73, 0 ble 
Ordnance, 320, oool. extra ditto, 272, oool. in all, 592,000 
Miſcellaneous ſervices, Scotch roads and bridges, 7000 
civileftabliſhment in America and Africa, 29,0001. Amer 
can ſurveys, zoool. German hoſpitals, 41,0001. ſufferers! 
America, 34,0001. convifts on Thames, 18001. Commot 
addreſſes, '1 3,000!. expences advanced for enquiries relati nene 
to the ſtate of the pbor throughout England and Wales, 5% 


gran 
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und, 2 50, pol. malt, 200, oool. in all 558, oool. Total of 
applies, h 56, 990l. exceſs of ways and means, 
15 992, ol. Before he proceeded to ſtate the ſum he in- 
tended to fund, he obſerved, that a tax upon ſervants was 
een ſtrongly recommended, as thoſe who kept them were 
gays Pr umed to be opulent, and proper objects of taxa- 
ton ; that the operation of the tax would have a double ef- 
f et; reſpecting thoſe in the high claſſes of life, it would be 
taxing a luxury, and one too of the firſt magnitude; and as 
to the middling people of all deſcriptions, it could not be ve- 


d i orerely felt. It was deſigned to be a tax upon male ſer- 
ants. ith ſuch as kept two male ſervants, and all who 
; kept a greater number, it might moſt certainly be deemed a 


luxury, which roſe in proportion to the number. Some kept 
thirty or more male ſervants. Every one would readily 
zprec, that men of that deſcription might well afford to pay 
2 guinea each, Deſcend downwards to the perſon who kept 
but two, the principle held good. If the tax ſhould preis 
hard upon any perſon of that deſcription, all he had to do 
vas to keep but one. There was but one plauſible objection 
to the tax ; and it was, that it would preſs hard upon great 
numbers of people who kept but one, and did not keep a ſe- 
cond; perſons who poſſeſſed but ſcanty incomes, &c. Even 
a tlat caſe, he doubted much whether the tax would be much 
felt, Few indecd kept a male ſervant who would have juſt 
reaſon to complain; there might be ſome exceptions ; but it 
vas impoſſible for the mind of man to frame a general tax, 
that would not fall ſeemingly heavy upon ſome individuals. 

s, as the tax was expected to produce a large ſum, and 
vas taken in the Ways and means accordingly, 1t would be 
fry improper to make ſuch exception, on purpoſe to relieve 
erſons of that deſcription from the tax; becauſe it might, in 
fact, exonerate a very great number of perſons that were well 
able to pay, For inſtance, thoſe who kept but one ſervant 
would not only avoid the tax, but he that kept two, to avail 
unſelf of the exemption, might 8 one; and thus 
very great number, much the greater who were to contri- 
ute to the tax, would be totally, exempted. For theſe rea- 
ſons, he would propoſe it to be a 8 tax; becauſe it was 
ended to be produktive, which it never could, if thoſe 
do were to contribute ſo largely to it were to be exempred, 


1776, 61,0001. three and a half per cent. 1758, 44,0001. 


order to free a few individuals, who might not be proper 
Meets of a tax, intended to be laid on luxury. Computing, 
| ere- 
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nea per annum, he ſhould take it, at that computation, which 


ſigned to tax ſervants retained for luxury, not thoſe'employel 


eſtates in England, which, at a very low computation, would 
produce 10, oool. per annum; ſo that the whole of the ſtamp 


revenue. 


diſcourage our own. He ſhould, therefore, move to hare 
the duty upon importation repealed, to have additional di 
ties, nearly equal to a prohibition, laid upon wrought ot 
manufactured glaſs imported; which would, at leaſt as far: 
the home conſumption was concerned, give us the whole 0 
the manufacture. It muſt be by the Way of an exciſe; ! 
was unayoidable ; but when the ſmallneſs of the duty e 
conſidered, and the great advantages balanced againſt it, le 
truſted it would be found every way acceptable and benef 
cial. ' To effect this, he propoſed to repeal the duties laid o 
by the 19th of the late King, on all materials or metals n 
Ported, and uſed in the making of glaſs; and to infure ti 
monopoly, to lay 3 | 
enamelled, ſtained, and paſte glaſs, window- glaſs, and gli 
- eakes ;. and four ſhillings per dozen on all bottles imports 
This, -he-faid, - would of neceſſity keep the whole glaſs man! 
_*faQory within the kingdom. It would anſwer two ways, * 
effect the ſame end. It would lower the materials, 2 
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therefore, that there were about -100,000 male . ſervants in 
this country, that would be liable to pay the tax at one gui- 


would produce 105, col. He obſerved, that it was only de- 


in trade, manufactures, commerce, &c. becauſe they by no 
means came within the principles of the law, which was to 
tax the luxuries of life. | 3 
The next tax he propoſed to lay, was an additional duty 
on all deeds and paper writings ſealed. The ſhilling ſtamp 
laid on the 7th of George the Second, produced 32,000], 
the tax laid on the laſt- year produced rather more ; an addi- 
tional tax, therefore, of eighteen - pence would produce about 
48, but he ſhould take it at 45,0001. This was evidently a 
tax upon property, and came directly within his intention, 
He meant to extend it to certain transfers of property in the 
northern part of the kingdom, to ſurrenders of copyhold 


duties would amount to 55, oool. He eſtimated thoſe duti 
very low, for though there was an additional ſhilling laid up 
on deeds the preceding ſeſſion, they produced 9 


The duties laid on the materials uſed in the making el 
on importation, he obſerved, was a very impolitic one, 
auſe it tended to encourage the foreign manufacture, and 


of fixttefi- pence per pound, on 1 


tal 
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tlly prevent the native manufacturer to be under- ſold. In 


amnufacturer to pay the tax, he would propoſe to lay the fol- 
bing exciſes; that is to ſay, ſeven ſhilling per hundred on 
il ſpread glafs ;- fourteen ſhillings on all other window glaſs; 


and uſed in the making of common bottles, not bein 
mls, or intended to hold chymical preparations, garden 


e computed, would bring in about 45, oool. 

He obſerved, that the laſt tax he had in contemplation, 
4s a tax upon another fpecies of property, upon. eſtates, 
oufes, and goods, fold by auction. The tax was intended 


ere multiplied of late years, in all parts of the kingdom, to 
hat exceſs, as to be very miſchievous to every fair trader; 


fraud and impoſition. But even where they were accompa- 
ed with no ſuch circumſtances, they were fair objects of 
mation, and were already taxed in Holland, the country 
Europe where the public burdens were moft judicioufly 
ud on. If the manner of paying a tax had any thing to re- 
ommend it, the prefent would; for it would at all times be 
ad with facility, from the produce of the ſale, without put- 


teved it would be a very productive tax, but he ſhould take 
Lat * much under, rather than over, the mark, 
uch had been his aim in every one of them. As auctioneer̃- 
ig was become ſo extremely profitable a buſineſs, and from 


ts of taxation; taking that circumſtance into conſidera- 
lon, he ſhould lay the tax accordingly. He propoſed, there- 
ne, to lay a tax of twenty ſhillings upon every auctioneer 
l the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and within the 
ls of mortality, and five ſhillings upon every other auc- 
meer in Great Britain. This tax would have another bene- 
aal effect, as it would aſcertain their number, and places 
abode, and of courſe render tlie collection of the tax much 
re eaſy and certain. The ſum of threepence in the pound 
ir every twenty ſhillings affigned by ſales by auction of any 
lereft in pofſeffion, or reverſion; in any freehold, copy - 
Id, leaſehold tenements or holdings ; and of any utenfils of 


Vor. VII. B 6b rever- 


eonſideration of this very great encouragement to enable the 


tiree ſhillings and fixpence per cwt. upon all materials pre- 


glaſs, and other vials, made of common bottles. This tax, 


anſwer more purpoſes than thoſe of mere finance. Auctions 


ind in many caſes were attended with circumſtances of groſs 


ing the perſon who was to pay it to any difficulty. He be- 


ich ſuch large incomes were drawn, and fortunes made, 
thought the auctioneers themſelves were very proper ob- 


Iandry, farming, ſtock, ſhips, and veſſels ; and of any 
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verſionary in the public funds. And the ſum of fixpence for 
every twenty ſhillings grifing by ſale of all furniture, fix. 
tures, plate, pictures, jewels, books, horſes, and carriages; 
and all other goods and chattels whatever. | 5 
His Lordſhip having gone through the ſupplies, and his 
account of the propoſed taxes, then proceeded to ſtate the 
ways and means; to point out the deficiency; and to ſpecify 
it, as the ſum meant to be funded. He informed the com- 
mittee, that the land- tax, at four ſhillings in the pound, was 
2, 000, oool. malt, 7 50, oool. ſurplus of finking fund, Janu- 
ary 5th, 295,0c0l. ditto, 5th of April, 760, oool. growing 
produce of the ſinking fund, 1,939,0001. duties on rice, &c, 
4oool. American revenues, 10001. gum Seneca duty, 1000 
from Lord Holland's executors, 200,0col. and new exche 
quer bills, 1 50, oool. which. amounted in the whole te 
7,452, oool. This then, his Lordſhip obſerved, would leave 
a balance, including the excefs of grants, of 5,500,000]. { 
as to balance the ſupplies, which he ſtated before, were 


12,952, oool. 5,000,000). of this deficiency he propoſed t 


fund, and raiſe. the other 500,000l. by a lottery of fift 
thouſand tickets, at ol. each; the prizes to be made payabl 
at the bank, without deduction in money: the five million 
were to be funded at an annuity of four per cent. The lo 
price of ſtocks, he obſerved, at preſent, would not admit « 


theſe, annuities bringing their full value; that is, for ever 


annuity df four per cent. granted, 1001, ſubſcription. Th 
public muſt, in all money tranſactions, conform themſc]yc 
to the market; and the prices which govern the market: 
preſent being about 80l. for three per cents. four per cent 
would not bring at moſt above l. conſequently there wou 
be a deficiency of five per cent. or loſs to the public. Th 
was unavoidable from the ſtate of the ſtocks; it was ther 
fore the buſineſs of Parliament to make the beſt bargain the 
could for the public; at the fame time taking care that t 
terms ſhould be ſuch, as would invite the annuitants to (ul 
ſcribe :_ becauſe, how well ſoever monied men, from the 
confidence in government, or the juſtice of the nation 


cauſe we are engaged in, might be- inclined to ſupport it, 


could be hardly expected, unleſs in imminent danger indee 
which was by no means the caſe at preſent, that they we 


part with their money without ſome proſpect of immedi; 


advantage. Beſides; ſhould the bargain be hard, and 


profit uncertain or precarious, it could not in the nature 
things be expected, that the ſubſcription would fill ſo fall 


Wig 
} 


* 


ſ 
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where the abvantage was probable, or almoſt certain; on the 
"WE contrary, it might fill ſſowly; and if in the mean time the 
ſtocks ſhould fall, or the ſubſcription hang, becauſe the bar- 
gan was no object of gain, it might not only operate for the 
"WE preſent, but throw difficulties in the way of raiſing money 
ert year, when, perhaps, we ſhould be obliged to pay 2 
"WT double, or treble premium. For theſe reaſons, he was wil- 
ling to ſteer a middle courſe ; becauſe he was ſure it was the 
beſt at the long run. He' propoſed to make up the five per 
cent. deficiency, being the difference between the market price 
of four per cents. and the annuity, by a premium of one-half 
per cent. for ten years, which was worth 41. 1s. and compu- 
ting the A ticket which was to be given as an additional 
premium of 3l. it would raiſe the whole of the premium to 
fl. 1s. which made the ſubſcription worth 1021. 18. or 2l. 1s. 
profit to the ſubſcriber. Taking then, the tranſaction in 
ts true light, the public would be nineteen ſhillings gainer ; 
becauſe, it received a hundred pounds for what at market, in 
pirate hands, was intrinſically worth no more than ggl. 4s. 
After drawing breath ſome time, his Lordſhip ſeeming to 
be greatly fatigued, he proceeded to obſerve, that the intereſt 
or annuity of four per cent, on five millions, was c_— 
200,000l. and the one-half per cent. premium was 25, oool. 
chich together amounted to 225,0001. The new taxes were 
tiken for 242,000l. which, after deducting 4oool. average 
produce of duty on plate to be repealed, would leave the 
ew taxes at 238, oool. or a ſurplus of 13,0001, to be trans- 
ed to the uſes of the ſinking fund. He hoped the tax 
fould produce conſiderably more, as he had under-rate 
eme of them, particularly the auction and ſervants? tax 
ere ſtated Glgliderably ſhort of their probable amount. 
As to the ſtate of the nation, either in reſpe& of the war 
America, or the diſpoſition of the Houſe of Bourbon, he 
Fas rather looſe and general, than pointed or explicit. He 
ad, we continued to receive very friendly aſſurances from 
be court of France, and that no preparations were going on' 
Spain ſufficient to alarm us, either on our own account, or 
at of our allies. He remarked in particular, that France 
d begun to diſarm; and as a ſtill ſtronger proof that the 
oft Chriſtian King meant nothing hoſtile, the Newfound- 
a fleet had ſailed without a convoy, or even that fort of 
otection, which is given in times of the moſt profound tran- 
MWlity ; and a recent proof he had received that morning of 
very friendly and pacific diſpoſition of the court of Ver- 
= ©. b 2 : ſallles, 


Mr, Fox. 


might be his motives then, he was certain the noble Lord 
would not roundly aſſert, or affirm, that he ſeriouſly ex- 


His Lordſhip muſt ſurely by this time have learned, that 
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ſailles, put it beyond doubt; which was, that the pirate who 
Had made prize of the Harwich pacquet, was in confinement 
at Dunkirk by order of that court; a circumſtance too ſtrong 
to require any collateral information to ſypport his former 
aſſertion, that we had nothing to apprehend from that quar- 
ter which was likely to interrupt us from proſecuting our in- 
tentions of reducing our rebellious colonies to a ſtate of con- 
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ſtitutional obedience. | | 

Mr. Fox obſerved, the great object of the war was a reve. iſ t: 
nue to be drawn from America. Experience had now con- 
vinced all men of common ſenſe, let the preſent campaign be g 
ever ſo proſperous in point of victory or negotiation, that no if it 
revenue now, nor hereafter, was to be drawn, or even ſo q 
much as expected, from America. The idea was ſcouted by WW A 
his Lordſhip's warmeſt friends; yet the noble Lord, to amuſe t: 
the country gentlemen, talks of relief from that quarter. co 
Our burthens are to be ſhifted on the ſhoulders of our Ame-Wf ti 
Tican brethren. He doubted much whether the noble Lordi we 
had ever any ſuch ſerious expectation. He might have au lil 
immediate intereſt in affecting to think ſo ; but whatever 


Qed America would ever afford any other revenue to 
Great Britain but what might be derived from her trade 1 
amity, even in the event of a ſucceſsful war, or an amicable 
negotiation, He appealed to his Lordſhip, if the tea tax w. 
not the cauſe of the preſent war? Was it conſiſtent with 
common ſenſe, that America, with a powerful fleet and u- 
my, would enter into a negotiation to pay a tax which the) 
had ſpent ſo much blood and treaſure to reſiſt? It was prepo- 
ſterous to hold out ſuch ideas to a ſociety of grown perſons 


even that Houſe began to be tired; the ſenſible men, tly 
noble Lord's own friends, are grown ſick of war, and tis 
expence attending it, Contractors and placemen, and the 
dependants, only wiſh for its continuance, Tf they att 
aſhamed to take the taſk upon themſelves, the Lords ma 
do it for them, They will have been the means of repeal 
ing the plate tax, why not diſpoſe of that on tea in the fart 
manner? He endeavoured to prove, that the nation wo 
be n loſer of above ten per cent. upon the loan, which wi 
full half a million; and that, conſidering all circumſtance: 
public, He was certain, he ſaid, that a ſhilling would ncv*iyres 


nyc 
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te got from America; for, after the repeated ſucceſſes which 
he had often heard dwelt upon in that Houſe, our troops had 


was the caſe ? The very firſt action in which America had 
Trenton, the American army increaſed immediately; our 


tet or avail ourſelves of the advantages we had funk, 
ſo as to be able to keep our ground, From this fin- 
gle circumftance, he ſaid, he had a right to infer two 
things ; one was, that our force was not equal to con- 
rs and that it was impoſſible we could expect to bring 
America over by fair means while we continued to inſiſt on 
taxing her, He was very ſevere on the cruel and inhuman 
conduct of the Heſſians, of their plundering the innocent na- 
tres, and pages. the aged and helpleſs. Our own troops 


were almoſt as culpable, with this difference, that the Eng- 
au liſh ſpent the ſpoil, and the foreign barbarians hoarded it. 
er He could venture, he ſaid, to inform the Houſe, that Ame- 
ra tica had raiſed a very formidable force againſt the next cam» 


paign, with little or no difficulty, while our army would be 
conſiderably weaker than it was at the opening of the laſt. 
He faid, he had frequently heard the paper money of the co- 
lonies depreciated by the noble Lord who ſpake laſt ; but he 
doubted, notwithſtanding the painted outſide held forth this 
Gy, but it would be found ſecurity equally ſubſtantial with 
ay one fund his Lordſhip could deviſe. r EY 


bis Lordſhip's detail as exackly as if they had been copied 


hath from the ſame original. He took a retroſpective view of the 
te conduct of other Chancellors, particularly of Mr. Legge, 


lie preſent bargain was one of the moſt advantageous that 
ter was made for the public, when ſo large a ſum was to be 
funded, He allowed the events of war, or of negotiation, 


from his original opinion, that if America was to remain a 
fart of the Britiſh empire, ſhe ought moſt certainly to bear 
| proportionable ſhare of the expence of general protection, 
e approved highly of the taxes, as hitting the proper me- 
um between 7 was called mere luxuries, and the neceſ; 
ea enes of life. In ſhort, they were laid upon the elegant 
veniencies of life, which were the true objects of taxation 


gained in America, and the cry in conſequence of theſe ſuc-. , 
ceſſes, that America was conquered, and all was over! what 


the advantage, and defeated the Heſſians in their poſt at 


amy was obliged to give way; nor had we force to pro- 


mo was eſteemed a very able financier ; and infiſted, that 


ere uncertain; but for his part, he ſhould never depart 


in 


291 


. Fenkinſon ſupported every one of the noble Lord's cal- Mr. 5. 
culations, going over preciſely the ſame ground, and copied . 


4 
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in every well regulated ſtate. The propoſed duties, he ſaid, 


were not only judiciouſly, but equitably laid. 


Mr. Burk. Mr, Burke pointed his wit moſtly at the honourable gen- 


tleman who ſpoke laſt, whom he conſidered as the real miniſter, 
He made his acknowledgments to him for that flood of knoy. 
ledge he poured forth, in order to fruftify and improve an ig. 
norant and admiring multitude. His wonder, however, cealed 
when he conſidered whence thoſe copious ſtreams of ſapience, 
information, and inſtruction flowed. His opportunities were 
many, and well choſen ; and his counſellors great, able, and 
powerful. He ſtood in high eſtimation, he knew, in the 
higheſt places; yet, for all his parts, and all his acquired 
knowledge, it would be extremely difficult for him to ſhey, 
that the ſureſt ſteps towards conquering Ameriea, or inducing 
the colonies to come to terms of accommodation, would be to 
apprize them, that, conquer or ſubmit, they muſt pay the ex- 
pence of conqueſt, or of the meaſures previouſly taken to in- 
duce them to ſubmit to unconditional obedience. | On the 


contrary, experience, every thing in America, and out of 


it, contradicted ſuch an abſurd expeQation. They would, 
he was certain, ſooner die in the field, than ſubmit to fuch 
baſe and ignominious terms. He ſaid, he was and ever would 
be ready to ſapport a juſt war, whether againſt ſuhjects or 
alien enemies; but where juſtice, or a colour of juſtice, was 
wanting, he ſhould ever be the firſt to oppoſe it. Among 
other melancholy effects of the preſent impolitic civil war, he 


ſaid, the loſs of the American trade was one of the greateſt, 


France had got poſſeſſion of it; our American ſubje&s had 
found the way thither. Every other miſchief might, in 
ſome meaſure, be remedied or removed; that, he feared, 
would never again flow in its native channel, be the event of 
negotiation or hoſtility what it might. | 5 
Governor Johnstone ſpoke a few words. He ſaid, Ameri 


was loft, he feared, for ever. We were not able to con- 


quer, and they would never conſent to receive us as allies, 
much leſs as maſters, | 

Lord North roſe, but rather confined himſelf to the an- 
ſwering particular queſtions put to him by Meſſrs. Fox and 
Burke, than to a general defence of the American war, or to 
any direct aſſertions of ſucceſs in the way of either concilia. 
tion or conqueſt, He ſaid, the honourable gentlemen preſſed 
much for ſpecific anſwers to the ſeveral queſtions they pro- 


pounded; ſome of which he was totally ignorant of, b fy 
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they did not belong to his department; others were of little 
or no importance; and the greater part of them were of ſack 
z nature, as not to admit of any ſpecific anſwer, becauſe they 
depended upon events, of which, no man could ſpeak poſi- 
tively. Such as came within his knowledge he had replied 
to fully. If he had omitted any thing material, he truſted 
tothe candour of the honourable gentlemen, that they would 
inpute it to an indifferent ſtate of health, which would not ad- 
mit him to'go into the whole queſtion of the American war, 
or the ſtate of the foreign powers; bur that there would be ſe- 
rera4 opportunities before the concluſion of the ſeſſion, in 
which the gentlemen might bring thoſe ſubjects forward, in 
order for the purpoſe of their undergoing a full and complete 
diſcuſhon. | h | 
Colonel Barre was ſevere on Lord North and pledged Col. Bane. 
himſelf that he would bring a direct charge againſt the no- 
ble Lord - to-morrow, of his abuſe in — * in reſpe& of 
ſome of the contracts. | " 
Lord North ſaid, he was ready to meet any charge it was L4. Nerths 
nthe power of the honourable gentleman to make. He knew 
ke had no right to alk the gentleman the ſpecific charge, or 


0 the nature of it; but ſince he was to be publicly accuſed of ſo 

8 a t a crime as an abuſe or malverſation in office, in the 

| ace of the nation, he hoped the honourable gentleman would 

au ee © generous to let him know the nature of his accuſation, 

. that he might be the better enabled to defend himſelf to- mor- 

row, | 

: Colonel Barr: replied, he did not wiſh to take any man by col. Barre 
1 urprize; he had often mentioned it before. It was relative 5 


o contracts and contractors; but the matter he more parti- 
wlarly adverted to, was the article of rum, contracted to be 
ent from Jamaica and the ceded iſlands, to North America, 
br the uſe of the fleet and army. 1 

The committee then, the queſtien being put on the firſt 
telolution, were proceeding to divide, but Oppoſition de- 
ined, and the reſolutions were ordered to be reported. 


As ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, and the Speaker in the The Speaker. 

chair, he acquainted the Houſe how extremely dilagreeable it 

Was to him to ſtand in the fituation he did all day, relative to 

be admitting of ſtrangers into the gallery, ſome being let in, 

and others not. That it was the ſenſe of the Houſe the other 

ay, that ſtrangers ſhould be let in till the end gallery was 
I h | full, 


4 
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full. He gave directions accordingly ; but when the Ser- 
jeant came and told him that the end gallery was full, he 
gave orders that no more ſhould be admitted. However, re- 
peated applications after that being made by feveral of the 
members, which, for the reaſon now affigned, he was obliged 
to refuſe, he believed ſeveral of the members were diſpleaſed 
at the refuſal; he therefore wiſhed to Know what the Houſe 
would have done to-morrow. We + | 

Sir James Lowther ſaid, he made no doubt but the Speaker 
was informed there was no room in the gallery, and that it 
was full; but he begged to aſſure the Houſe, that he went up 
to ſee, and found it not full, but capable of holding nearly 
as many more. | 33 

Mr. Rigby made atonement to the Speaker for his harſh 
expreffions on Friday. He faid, the Speaker ought to be 
ſupported, and that order ought to be maintained in all 
points. He obferved, that a leſs 3 man would 
keep order better. When Mr. Onſlow was Speaker, he 
would not let members ſtand on the floor, or by the chair, 
or behind the chair talking; and when the Houſe was dif- 
orderly, he uſed to call out and ſay, he hoped: the Houſe 
would ſupport him in keeping order; and as to the gallery, 
and the crowd there, he knew no buſineſs that ſtrangers, or 
any one elſe, but the members of that Houſe, had there. 

Sir James Laroche ſaid, the crowd was ſo great in the lob- 

by, that it was with great difficulty he could get into che en- 

groſſing- office with a bill; and he hoped it would be kept 

clear to-morrow, 3 

- Lord Ongiey was againſt admitting any one into the gallery, 
He ſaid, he knew no buſineſs ſtrangers had there; and ws 

for having the ſtanding order put in force. 

Sir James Lowther was for lating ſtrangers in to-morron, 
becauſe he believed there would be no great crowd. He left 
it, however, to the Speaker himſelf, who he was certain 
would a& properly. R 5489 Y 

Governor Johnſtone faid, few would come to-morrow from 
the city, as the terms for railing the money was known; but 


perhaps a body of contractors might come and make a cron, 


and occupy all the front ſeats. 


Phe Spe-ker The Speaker ſaid, as gentlemen ſeemed to entertain diff 


rent opinions on the ſubject, he would endeavour to do # 
well as he could, | * 
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Abſtraft of the SUPPLIES and WAYS and MEANS. 


| S MU FPFL THE 3 17%, 
When voted, F 


1776. 


Nov. 9. 45000 ſeamen (with „. 4. d. Fe. . 


10129 marines) 2340000, 0 0 
26, Ordinary of navy and 
half- pay 400805 2 10 
1777. Buildings, &c. Ships 465500 © o 
May 21. Greenwich hoſpital! 4000 © © 
Diſcharge of navy 
debts 1000000 © o 


1776. a. M YT, 
Nov. 16. 207 34 men, with 3212 5 
invalids 648009 16 
General and ſtaff of- N 
1 11473 18 Oz 
Guards and garriſons 949720 11 3 
Difference between 
Britiſh and Iriſh 


Pa h 

Pay of five battalions 
of Hanoverians at 
Gibraltar and Mi- 
nerca, and provi- 
ſions for three bat- | - 
talions at Gibraltar 56074 19 44 

12667 Heſhans for 


47178 0 3 


1777 336932 1 62 
A regiment of Hanau 18181 1 62 
Ditto of Waldeck 17370 24 
4300 Brunſwickers 93947 15 8 


Proviſions for foreign 88 
troops in America 41427 17 72 
Deficiency of pay for 
Heſſian troops to 


24 Dec. 1776 6617 5 32 
Ditto of Hanau 1013 16 107 
Artillery for foreign 5 END 

troops, 177 26053 7 4 


198 


— 4210305 2 10 


2 


Carried over 2254001 14 11 210 
Vor. VII. „ We . i 8 


305 


2 10 
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Brought over 2254001 13 11 4210305 2 10 
Ditto for ditto, 1776 $32 22- qa) 2 
Artillery of Helle 


Caſſel, for 1776 13973 16 © | 
RN Do. of Hanau, ditto 3383 16 8 
1777. Do. of Waldeck, ditto 403 19 97 
Jan. 31, Chelſea hoſpital 199279 1 ; 9 
| Reduced officers 93616 4 
Two troops of horſe 
guards reduced 9 
Penſions to widows 390 8 0 
Feb. 22, Land extras 1200602 12 52 
Mar. 24, Regiment of Heſſian 
| — 36728 18 82 
Regiment of Hanau | 
chaſſeurs 16326 10 12 


1285 troops of Bran- 


debourg Anſpach 397,588 2 42 Jun 
Deficiency of vote for 
Heſſian chaſſeus 3390 18 41 
e 3773592 17 105 
1776. 1 &A..$:-C: © 
Nov. 16. Ordinaries 320111 18 11 


Extraordinaries 272705 18 1 


— 592817 11 off 
19779. MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


Jan. 31. Roads and bridges in | | 
Scotland 6997 13 7 
Mar. 4. Civil eſtabliſhments, 
VIZ. 
In America. 
St. John's 3000 © 
Georgia 2816 © 
N. Scotia 4596 10 
E. Florida 5950 © 
W. Florida 8900 © 
In Africa. 
Senegambia 5550 © 0 ö | 
——— 27812 10 5 


— — 


- - 
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bil x 


ns. 


Carried over 34810 4 o 8576715 17 5 
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| 6 2 s. dM 
Brought over 34810 4 © . 8576715 17 82 
American ſurveys 2003 5 © 
April 29. Britiſh Muſeum 3000 © © 
May 8. Unſatisfied claims and NE, 1 
demands of the 
Landgraveof Heſſe 
Caſſel for expences 
on account of hoſ- 
pitals in Germany | 
laſt war | 41820 14 5 
Relief of civil officers | 
(attached to Go- 
vernment) in Ame- 
rica 32934 16. 6 
Expence of convicts 
on the Thames 1879 10 6 
Commons addreſſes 13060 2 0 
June 2. Journals of the II. 8 
of Commons 600 © o 
5. African forts 13000 0 © 
1 George White, forex 
pences relative to 
enquiries into the | 
ſtate of the poor 500 o o f 
. | — 144598 12 8 
1770. | 5 
, 26. Exchequer bills diſcharged 1 5000 0 o 
Vote of credit diſcharged 1000000 oO © 
Ari 18. Civil lift me 618340 9 64 
Lottery prizes diſcharged - 500000 O o 
DEFICIENCIES. 5 
pril 29. Grants, 1776 61288 7 12 
Three and a half per . 
cent. 1758 44509 13 4x 
1 250000 0 0 | 
Malt 200000 © © __ RY” 
| | n—{ cc cc 67 
4 Ss GE es, 12895543 © 2 il 
Exceſs of ways and means 56991 12 6 
an en 12952534 12 82 
: | a1 


Charged in a year of peace does not exceed from 8 oo, oool. to 300, ocol. t 
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h 
| > ; S, d. 
| rought over 12952534 12 81 

= WAYS AND MEANS. 98 . 

1776. fo S. d. th 
Nov. 12. Land, four ſhillings - | 

g | in the pound 200000 © o | tre 

1777. Malt 750000 © o be 

Mar. 24. Surplus of finking | fu 

fund, 5 Jan. 2956 2 18 6} th 

April 21, Do. do. 5 April 760303 14 23 . os 

May 15. Growing produce of | top 

finking fund 1239630 -5 gf - [a 

Duties on rice, apples, OR for 

Ke. 3919 13 7 the 

American revenues, 1391 © 7 of 

Gum Seneca duty 1391 © © tire 

From Lord Holland's con! 

executors 200000 © o Am 

New Exchequer bills 1500000 © © War 

Annuities and lot- 2 


. | $500000 © © | 
— x 44 22: 


| | 12952534 12 6 
The vote of credit for one inillion granted this ſeſſibns for the fu 
ture army extras and expence of and laſs by coinage, is charged or 
the next aids.“ h 
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*The public debt is increaſed five millions, borrowed at an .intereſt 
four and a half per cent. for ten years, beſides a premium of 1 go, oool. give! 
n a lottery ; notwithſtanding all which, the public debt of every kind unpm 
vided for laſt Chriſtmas (contracted during this year, whenever it ſhall bell 
quidated) will not fall much ſhort of five millions more. | 

The produce of the new taxes at beſt is very uncerrain, They ſeem rathe 
adapted for experiments in the calm hour of peace, than to be depended up 
in the moment of neceflity and danger, It is highly incymbent on the crec 
tors of the public to ſhew ſome attention to their intereſts. The years of wi 
make rather more than one - third of the period ſince the Revolution, excluf 
of the rebellion in the year 1715, and the preſent unnatural commotions. | 
has been proved, and is beyond diſpute, that all the debt that can be d 


gebt that muſt be contracted, on an average, in a year of war, can ſcarcely | 
effimated ſo low as 6, ooo, oool. the pubłke debt muſt of confequence in 


at the rate of 1, 500, oool. yearly. This is 1 death, natural bankrupt 
and, in the natural courſe of things, at the advanced age of 149,000,00 
A * a * 


; h May 18. . 

Sir Charles Whitworth brought up the reſolutions of the 
committee of yeſterday, and the Speaker put the queſtion, 
that they be read. 

Mr. D. Hartley, When the noble Lord at the head of the 
treaſury opened this debate, he profeſſed his intention of con- 
fning himſelf merely to the official and technical parts of the 
ſubject; ſuch as the ſummation of the ſupplies of the year, 
the produce of the ordinary revenue, and of the finking fund, 
the amount of the loan neceſſary to complete the difference, 
together with the terms of that loan, and the taxes neceſſary. 
| allow, that this is a wide field, affording ſufficient matter 
for many days debate; but, as I think theſe matters by much 
the leaſt important parts, I would wiſh to ſolicit the attention 
of the Houſe to the general ſtate of the nation in its preſent 
circumſtances, and to ſet before them, ſeparately from the 
confuſed maſs of this day's debate, the clear expence of the 
American war, ſuch as it is, and ſuch as it muſt be, if the 


won thoſe who have hitherto given their voices for the war; 
the impraRtibility of finding means to ſupport it; the impoſſi - 
bility of ſucceſs in the event, and all the ruinous conſe- 
quences to the trade, the revenue, the powers, the ſtrength, 
nd the reſources of this country. The miniſter may wiſh 
b divert your attention, by a multitude of other matters, 


Houſe and nation into ruin, through the ingenious intricacies 
it office, and a diſplay of his own abilities, in ſtrewing 
lowers before you in the paths of deſtruction. I have long 
known the talents of the noble Lord; and fo far I muſt fa 

or him, though not for the cauſe, that if the nation wil 
lave an American war, he has performed the official part of 
chancellor of the Exchequer for this year with great abilicy : 
ud if I could think the war to be as juſt, neceſſary, and 
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rould not have been at any very great diſtance, even without this 
ing fever of a civil war to ipitate the cataſtropke, through 
lich the public debt at Chriſtmas next, cannot amount to much 
Fs than one hundred and fixty millions. 

The funds for taxation are not eternal, not inexhauſtible. Admi- 
ration muſt, be fore it is long, be xeduced either to be wanting to 
er own ſyſtems, or to the crediters of the public. The option 
& will make it is eaſy to foreſee 


nar continues; the inſupportable burdens that it will entail - 


hom theſe alarming objects, and to amuſe an inattentive 


— 
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8 as I think it to be injuſtice, madneſs, and ruin, 
ſhould have but little more to ſay upon the occaſion of this 
debate. 8 

I ſhall not follow the noble Lord into the detail of the hug. 
get, but I ſhall keep to a more general view of the preſent 
ſtate of the nation, and its proſpects. There is, indeed, 
one article in the terms of the loan which deſerves notice, 
becauſe. it betrays a great deal of what are the real ſentiments 
of the miniſter, and of the contractors for the loan, of the fu. 
ture proſpect of things. The noble Lord has told us, that 
every ſubſcriber of Iool. to the new loan 1s to receive ſuch 
conditions, as by eſtimation ſhall be all together calculated to 
be worth 1021. the difference being the premium for the new 
ſubſcription. ' He has made it out thus: In the firſt place, 
100l. of 3 per cent. ſtock, valued at 761; in the. next place, 
10s. per annum, for ten years certain, and then to ceaſe; 
this he values at 41. more; the premium upon one lottery 
ticket, he values at 31: theſe articles together make 831. To 
complete the propoſed ſum of 19021. there is wanting ſome ar- 
ticle that may be valued at 191. or of 171. to complete the 
value even of 1001. This valuable, upon which ſo ugh. 
price as ninetcen years purchaſe 1s ſet by the noble Lord, is 
no other than an annuity of 11. a year, for ten years certain, 
reducible at the end of that term, but not 2½%½ facto ceaſing, 
Therefore, the noble Lord muſt have ſucceeded in convincing 
the undertakers for the loan, that the funds will certain 
continue in ſuch a ſtate of diſcredit for ſo many years after the 
expiration of the ſtipulated term of ten years, as to make it 
bargain at this hour to give ſeventeen, eighteen, or ninetcer 
years purchaſe for a contingent annuity, not redeemable til 
public credit ſhall once more hold up its head. This is ſome 
thing new and extraordinary, that even the noble Lord's me 
rit and boaſt in making a good bargain for the public ſhoulc 
be founded upon the diſcredit of the public funds. Fhe mi 
niſter, who from his ſituation muſt be beſt informed of th 
lamentable ſtate of the nation, and of its proſpects, canno 
explain his own merit to this Houſe, without boafting tha 
he has ſold the public diſcredit at ſo many years purchaſe 
though he has in the ſame breath had the art to perſuade u 
to another campaign, upon the promiſe of ſucceſs, and a gor, | 
event to theſe troubles, He produces to us here the under 
takers for the loan, who — go upon the calculations ac 
cording to the ycarꝭ purchaſe, as ſo. many underwriters of t 
future diſcredit of the public funds. They know very ” 
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y their tables, that a purchaſe of ſeventeen, eighteen, or 
ineteen years, cannot be reimburſed to the purchaſer at 4 
7 cent. in leſs than thirty or forty years. For ſo long, 
werefore, have they underwrit the public diſcredit, Theſe 
ftimonies are this day to receive a public parliamentar 
unction. Our prophetic omens and forewarnings on this 
ide of the Houſe have long been treated with ſlight and diſ- 
ward; but now the ſecret is confeſſed; the miniſter has 
mbliſhed it; the ſtock-broker has underwrit for it. This 
ouſe has returned their thanks to their Speaker, for having 
kid the melancholy, but important, truth before the Throne, 
that the day of public diſtreſs, full of difficulty and danger, has 
vertaken us, and that we are /abouring under burdens almoſt too 
ry to be borne; and now Parliament is again this day to 
amp with the ſeal of its authority this fatal truth. If all 
heſe tokens and warnings will not bring back an infatuated 
xople to reaſon, we are gone paſt all hope of redemption. 
Neither the enormous expence, nor the abſolute impracti- 
ability of the war, ſeem to have any weight with us : we go 
u regardleſs both of the means and the end. I ſtated to the 
fouſe laſt year a computation of the probable expence of the 
, and now that the papers of laſt year are laid upon your 
able, they bear teſtimony to the truth and accuracy of thoſe 
alculations. Thoſe reſolutions, to which I could have 
ſhed to have had the concurrence of the Houſe, that they 
wht have been awakened to the real ſtate of public affairs, 
knd upon your journals, to ſhew at leaſt that you have had 
y warning offered to you; and though the fate of all of 
tem was to fall by the previous, queſtion, or the flat nega- 
ne, yet they have all proved true. As long as this national 
adneſs continues, ſo long muſt the ſame annual expence of 
us unjuſt and impraCticable war continue. Seven millions 
year is the leaſt that the expence of the American war can 
ſtated at, either by the meaſure of the laſt year, or the 
lbpted ſyſtem of expence for the preſent year, and ſo on. 
Vithout entering into the ſame detail that I troubled the 
louſe with laſt year, you may ſee the difference between, 
ls year's expence and a year of peace, in very ſhort totals. 
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at, under the heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia, 
d ſundry ſervices, amounts to about 11, ooo, oool. the or- 
ary peace eſtabliſhment is under 4, ooo, oool. the diffe- 
ce, therefore, being about 7, ooo, oool. is occaſioned by 
American war. This is che leaſt. I underſtand, that 

we 


be total of the expence ſtated by the noble Lord for this 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 11 
we have ſent a recruit to the forces in America of about 5 0 
6000 men ;' this poor recruit has been purchaſed at the mode 
rate expence of 7, ooo, oool. We can only argue from { 
much of proofs as are before us; therefore, I would not hayi 
the Houſe 1magine me to ſay, that this is the whole expence 
By no means; arrears upon arrears, and Heſſian demand 
eſſian demands will make a — total. If you were te 
cloſe at this hour this boundleſs profuſion of madneſs and ex 
this American war from firſt to laſt would not c 
you leſs than twenty millions. How is this immenſe ex 
pence to be ſupported, and from what funds, from year ti 
ear ? When this ruinous war ſhall have produced its effet 
in the deſtruction of the commerce and revenues of this coun 
ys how will all theſe fallings off be ſupplied ? This is a con 
fideration well worthy of the attention of the landed gentle 
men. Their acres muſt, in the end, anſwer for all defici 
encies. Their land is a ſure depoſit; whatever fails, the 
cannot run away. They are bound to the ſtake by the ſo 
lemn faith of Parliament. There is not a loan founded upd 
any tax of conſumption, without a proviſion, that, if 1 
ſhould fail, the firſt ſupplies of Parliament are bound to mak 
good all deficiencies. This is a ferious matter to the lande 
man, and ſhould teach him — — to cultivate and ſe 
cure the produce of all taxes ariſing out of conſumption, ant 
commercial ſuperfluities. Tea, wines, brandy, ſugar, an 
all foreign ſuperfluitics bear their ſhare now; but when th 
deftruftion of trade brings on general bankruptcies, andare 
duction of every man's ſuperfluous expences inliving, the nt 
ceſſitĩes of private parſimony will dry up the fources of taxa 
tion from ſuperfluous conſumption ; that is to ſay, of all wf 
luntary taxation. Then comes the landed man's turn; b 
muſt fly his country if he would fly from taxation. 
ſuperfluities fail, neceſſaries muſt ſtand in their place. M 
muſt eat, and wear clothes; then you muſt tax bread al 
cloth. In a day of real diftreſs you muſt lay the effective tax 
ation upon producing funds. At ſuch a time it is folly ti 
tax follics, - You muſt lay ſuch taxes as cannot at option | 
avoided.. Bread and cloth, and beer, and land, and houſe 
muſt be ſubſtantially taxed. Have not the landed gentlen 
heard a language which is lately got abroad, to mortgage 
ſhilling in the pound upon land, perhaps to equalize it, a 
then lay it donble ? Theſe are the modern preparatory hin 
which, I think, are broad enough to be underſtood. "Wh 
ſhould we deſpond ? Is there not a good untouched rental" 
| 3 


we are Fe for the landed man. When w 
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Gauls are at our gates, the finews of 
1C 


inter, and to give him a retreat from the proſe- 
been anf upon him. When the war was firſt 
a has it not proved ©? T hey arp prommons, at home, 


upon the defenſive; yon are unconcerted in your councils, 
Wee 
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c three thouſand miles diſtant from execution, with every dif. 
D you, Delay, which is the ſure game of the 
defenſive. fide, has been, and muſt prove. your ruin. At 
ea, Which has hitherto been our prerogative element, they 
riſe; againſt us at à ſtupendous rate; and if we cannct 
return to our old mutual hoſpitalities towards each other, i 
very few F years. will ſhew us a moſt formidable hoſtile 
marine, ready to join hands with any of our enemies. 
here is ſcarcely. a port in Europe, which does not gire 
Harbour to their privateers. Their captures upon our trade 
has been to the amount of ſome millions of money, for we 
aye more to loſe than they have. The American cauſe d 
gives a maſk for all the nations in the world, under Ames I 
rican colours, to plunder the Britiſh trade, which we expe- 
rience every day, to our ſevere coſt, The affiſtance ad 
countenance which they receive from all European po 
Is too notorious to be any longer denied. Under all thek 
gloomy pioſpects and appearances, let me once more entreat 
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the landed gentlemen in this Houſe, to caſt about for ſomę f . 
Ane of reſtoring peace, and a perpetual alliance in fen 
hip, between this country and America. 5 
8 {My object, in every thing that J have laid before te A 
Ho 4 8 former occaſions, upon the plan of concila WP! 
Von, has been, if poſſible, to reſtore the old ſyſtem of things irc 
under which peace, proſperity and friendſhip Kere flouriſpe 8 
"That em has paſſed away, when we knew not the wf ud 
of it, fear, never to return; indeed, now T think it by but 
means eligible, that the old ſyſtem ſhould return. A fœten but 
Alliance, which may have the principles of duration in it, gen 
zn my poor opinion, at this time, the only ſafe plan. "Af Nate 
ter what has paſſed between the two nations, and our havi bf 
put the Americans to feel thoſe powers within themſelves} uſt: 
which they were ignorint of before, any other plan of op that 
.preflive ſuperiority, and national claims of dominion, wer 
only lay in ſtore materials for ſome future civil war, even i]W(vit 
the deciſion could be ſuſpended by ſome. temporary advany® be 
tages on our ſide for the er If I could have adviſ rom 
bee councils of this nation ſome time ago, it ſhould not hai Nu 
been to have preſſed forward the Yecifion of ſuch touch ken 
Points by any needleſs anticipation, © If I were now to pr lounc 
ſume to give a word of advice, it ſhould be ta follow the er, 
tural courſe df things, according ta the true and unalterabiſ'<rnn 
rinciples of equal liherty and ſocial happineſs to all mit le, ; 
4 Give to your colonies the perfett inheritance ow” eth 
* . | «ac + :- "of 
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dom, while you can ſay, that you have any thing left in your 
conc to 1 * Upon Wake pine ples, 1 Fe arg vn TAY 
tion, in the ſhape of an addreſs to the King, for thefeateable 
ſettlement of the troubles iti America. I do not know, that 
| ſhall actually offer the motiou to the Houſe, becauſt I am 
not ſure that it would ſtand any chance of 'a good receptio 
u yet; but I will venture to propheſy, that the principle 
of a fœderal alliance are the only terms of peace dar e 
wil, and, according to my opinion, they art the only terms 
that ever ought, henceforward to obtain between the, twa 
tountries: If the Houſe are not yet ready to receive ſuch $ 
{conceive to be the only true principles of freedom, 'T ſhall 
hot obtrude the motion upon them; 1 ſhall only deſire to 
ow ſuch principles, and none others, to be mine. In the 
drawing of the motion, I have incorpotated the arguments 
with the propoſition itſelf, that it may ſpeak for itſelf, and 
xemain a proteſt at leaſt on my part, againſt the principles of 
thoſe ineafures which are now purſuing, ' I bave drawn.it | 
was follows - To the King. Your faithful Commofts | 
have taken into their moſt ſerious confideration, the v. 100 | 
alarming ſtats of this nation, from the preſent unhappy K - | 
putes with the American colonies, and are moſt heartiſy de : | 
firous, According to the example of their anceſtors, to encous © 
| 
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rage, ſupport, and maintain, the true principles of liberty} 
and through them to eſtabliſh peace and proſperity throakh? 
out every Fut of your Majeſty's dominions, We canno 
hut expreſs our fears, that in the preſent unhappy diſputes, 
jour, Majeſty has been much mifinformed, as to the true 
ſlate of America, by ignotant, and, perhaps, ill-intentioned 
informers, who have repreſented to your Majeſty, tliat the 
liſturbances there were exited by a few individuals ofily, but. 
that the general ſenſe of the continent of America was total 
werſe to them, and ready to ſubmit, if but 'a few troops 
(with ſome degree of countenance from this countt } were 
to be ſent over, Your faithful Commons therefore firdin 
from the ſubſequent events, ſuch informations to- have bee 
rroundleſs and delufive, are led to ſuſpect, that the cauſes 
ikewiſe of the diſturbances may have more feribus' and det 
toundations than have been repreſented. They” are, moe 
drer, Jed upon this occaſion to conſider, chat all good g6- | 
rerament is eſtabliſhed for the ſafety anf{content of the peo 
ple, as expreſſed by the general voice, and common CR 
of the members of any community; and that, whatever fü 
perintending power or controul a parent- ſtate may be eſiti- 
1 #2 17 as } a pn OG [Bu TRIS en fn, tled 
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* PARLIAMENTARY A. un 
tled to, in the infancy of any colony, as for the common n 
of any ſuch colony in its infancy ; = that the ultimate n 
end of all colonization is, and ought to be, to eſtabliſh kin. Wt: 
red, and derivative communities into perfect ſocieties, in the in 


ullneſs of "4 erm ſettlement, proſperity, and power, Im 
Theſe principles are not only founded in the nature of man- n 


kind, but are peculiarly applicable to our own colonifts, who 

arnigd out with them, into their foreign ſettlements, the 
12 of the Britiſh conſtitution, which we flatter ourſelves to 

e the happieſt and moſt free in the world. Theſe colonies, 
under the auſpicious and friendly eye of the patevr-ftate 
ave at length out-grown the imbecilities of their infant- ſtate, 
omen to the maturity of ſettlement and population, 
all the yy life, and thereby are become capable of 
at glorious inheritance of perfect freedom, which their pa 
rente ſtate has in former times reſcued out of the hands of y. f 
rants, with a view to affert it for the common good and uſe 
of napkin, and particularly to tranſmit it entire to thei 


Klon, while it is confined in the powers of a fie le fa ae 


4 hare, to the abſolute poſſeſſion in full right of al 


recdom of their legiſlative powers within themſelves, hopin 
ereby to lay a foundation for a perpetual and indiffolubli 
bond of affection and alliance, in every reſpect as benefici: 
to both countries, as the connexion which has hitherto ſub 
ſiſted between them, in the mutual relation of parent-ſtat 
and colony; and with this additional hope of perinanence 
that according to all human prudence, ſuch connexions It 
Which there is no latent principle of future diſcord, may b 


c 


_ truſted and relied upon, for the cordial reftoration of peac*Wad fa 


* 
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nd for all the bleffings of reconciliation between this coun- 
„ uy and the offspring of its own liberty, formed in the per- 
fa reſemblance of its own conftitution, and tranſplanted 
into the new world of America. Your faithful Commons, 
therefore, humbly beſeech your Majefty, to order an im- 
pediate ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities in America, for the ſake of 
preventing any farther effuſion of blood, and to concur with 
your Parliament, upon the ground-work of the foregoing 
principles and confidefrations, in laying a foundation for re- 
doncilement and perpetual peace between this country and 
America,” _ | | - | 


any freehold, copyhold, or leaſehold tenements or hold“ 


111 
N = » x 


tration Exprefſed ; but if leaſes were granted for a fine, or 
ther Confideration, and of courſe veſted a. fpecific property 
© the poſfeſſor, he imagined and intended that they ſhould 
* included in the words of the reſolution. He lamented 
h the honourable gentleman, [Mr. Hartley] the neceſ- 
It) of lay ing new taxes, and the expences of the war which 
treated that neceffity ; but denied that he was inſtrumental in 
ther one or the other. THe equity of compelling Ametica 


g before he ever entered into office. It was ftill a prevall- 
gopinion; but whatever motives of propriety, expediency, 
conceſfion, on our part, might have induced us to wave 
it exerciſe of the right, the grounds of the conteſt had long 


ure ſhifted. It was no longer a queſtion whether we ſhould 
wic them, or let them tax themſelves ; or relinquiſh and to- 
ini abandon the exerciſe of the right to tax them; it was 


ply,” whether America was any longer to form a part of 


ver worthy contending for, he had not a- ſingle deſire or 
hof his own to gratify, contrary to the ſentiments of that 
tatluſe.” If, on the other hand, the Houſt continued ts perfet 
in thinking, that the honour, dignity; and vital intereſts 
he whole empife, were deeply involved in the Hue of the 


ad fairly exculpated from the charges at 


pcontribute towards lightening thoſe burdens they were Gli 
Inlly the cauſe of, was à popular opinion Within thoſe wills 


r Brittſh empire. Tf that Honſe thought the object ne 


ent conteſt, in the judgment of all that heard him he muſt 


* 


Mr. Ra/þleigh reprobated the tax upon ſales by auction, Mr. Refo- 
(td begged Lord North to explain the reſolution relative to L. 
he ſale of eſtates by aſſignments, and to acquaint the Houſe, 

ether leaſes were intended to be included in the deſeription 


Lord Nettb teplied, Not leaſes without a valuable ebnfüt La. Ness. 
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s | 
by the honourable gentleman. - The, queſtion: now is, Is tie 
bargain a good bargain ? Are the taxes judiciouſly and equi-· 
tably laid? The latter the honourable gentleman has acknow. Wy 
ledged ; the bargain with the public creditors, he has found 
Fault with. He ſays, that the navy debt ſhould be reduced, p 
I think fo ; and have done all in my, power to. reduce it. n 
have paid off a million; but if more of the navy debt, five 

hundred thouſand pounds, had been paid off, as the honoura be 
ble gentleman has ſuggeſted ought: to have been done, that. 
ſum would of courſe, on getting into circulation, either aſþr 
adding to the funded debt, or as added to the exchequer bills 
have produced the ſame inconveniency now complained of. 
The honourable gentleman has ſpent a great deal of time ii 

| groves that the bargain was a very good one for the ſubſcrieiſt 
5 bers, and a very bad one for the public. It called for pe: 
long detail of facts, nor much argument, to prove how er d 
neous ſuch an aſſertion was. He ſhould only refer him tbl: 
.., - . : the market, as the moſt impartial. evidence of his miſtabe lis! 


great buſineſs of the nation muſt not ſtand fill ; and the hb 
nourable . gentleman ſays, no perſon could be found eir v. 


and the error of his calculations. Let him examine the prie ¶ es 
of ſtocks this day, and he will find, that inſtead of a provififiMleſ: 
of 10 or 5 per cent. which he ſuppoſes the ſubſcriber vii ey 
make, the honourable gentleman, or any friend for bim ef th 
might purchaſe as much omnium as he pleaſed, confiderabl 
under 2 per cent. The honourable gentleman ſeemed mut 
ſurprized what could induce, him to keep fo laborious an o y: 
fice, and carry through meaſures ſo. contrary. to. 5 

judgment. The latter was a point, he preſumed, the he 
nourable gentleman could not be informed on ſufficiently ad « 
ſpeak with any degree of certainty; and as to the. former, Mares 
was very willing to reſign whenever a perſon was found readatior 
to ſucceed him, who at the ſame. time had the. ſanction Wire b. 
public approbation. By the word public, he meant Parl Lo: 
ment; they are the public, becauſe they are the; repreſenti ura! 
tives of the public. But ſuppoſing that he was, as read) en b 


reſign the preſent laborious office, as the honourable gent. 
man ſeemed deſirous he ſhould, what could be dope? Ieght: 


would accept it. It follows, then, that he rauſt be gpl 
to keep it, till ſome one be found to take or, ate re ye 
The honourable gentleman, in his general. rage for nd / the 


fault, betrayed ſome marks of friendſhip; he admoniln 30 y 


him to take care of his head, the ſafety of which depe nde ha 
in ſome meaſure, on the event of the American war. W 
2 s 


ID oo i WE og 

er might be the event of the war, he never expected to 
ene it imputed to him; he indeed heard the contrary im- 
-{Whputcd to him, by perſons at the ſame fide of the Houſe, He 


vas certain, either aſſertion was equally ill- founded; he ne- 


a ver preſſed the war in a reſponſible ſituation; he always ap- 


bored of the meaſures, as they aroſe, as an individual. If 


Innocence, founded in private opinion, was a protection, he 
nuſt remain ſafe in this country; he did not lead Parliament, 


that Houſe, which expreſſed the ſenſe of the nation, thought 
charged his duty with truth and fidelit | 


ſpeaking, of the finances, as Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
and, inſtead of paying off any part of the national debt, he 
believed he had added conſiderably to it. When a perſon of 
us Lordſhip's confeſſed talents had failed in making any pro- 
greſs in ſo deſirable a work, he deſpaired ever to ſee the debt 
kfſened : he therefore thought it would be better for mo- 
ey to be borrowed in ſuch a manner, that the very nature 
ff the loan ſhould create a virtual fund for diſcharging the 
im borrowed ; ſuch as borrowing ſums at a proportionate 
acreaſe of intereſt, which ſhould ceaſe at the end of 61 or 
<9 years, the intereſt and principal to be extinguiſhed toge- 
her. Ir would, in fact, be paying ſo much of the debt thus 
orrowed, every year, He lamented greatly the ponderous 
dad of debt the nation groaned-under, and the multiplicity of 
fixes laid upon all the neceſſaries of life, more than any other 


bre bore. '-- © 


bourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had been often talked of, 
jen before the commencement of the preſent century: but, 
br his part, if any alteration were to be made, he thought it 
ught to be for ſhort, not long annuities ; for he believed the 


weir value at market. This he inſtanced in the long annui- 
es granted in the reign of Queen Anne, which, after ſixty- 
ne years enjoyment, ſold for as much as they did the firſt 
Ry they were granted, though they were to be extinguiſhed - 
30 years, namely, in the year 1807. Sir Robert Wal- 
le had turned his thoughts to the ſubje& very fully, and 
Na | 1 gave 


but follow it; he meant to continue to do ſo; and whenever 


jroper to wiſh him to retire, he ſhould do it with content 
ind private ſatisfaction, in a conſciouſneſs of having diſ- 


ation under the ſun, in proportion to its abilities, ever be- 


ngth of them, after a certam period, added very little to 


209 


Mr. Dempſter obſerved, that the noble Lord had been now Mr. Demp- 
ten years at the head of the treaſury, or, more properly fer- 


Lord North ſaid, that the matter mentioned by the ho- Ld, North, 


. 
ok. 


* | n — 
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| gave. the preference of pet betuities to long annuities, For 
bis part, he ſhould prefer | Wow annuities to either. It held! 
out a pleaſing proſpect; and if it was a mode of extinguiſh. w 
ing debts, it was certainly the moſt direct, eaſy, and imme. n 


| diate. a N 5 TY | 
| Kr, Boy. Mr. Boyly oppoſed the motion; but the Houſe was ſo noiſy, 1 
| he was obliged to fit down without being heard. m 


Hos. 7. Hon. Z. Lutirell ſaid a few words againſt the mode of con- 
Furl. tracting the debts, and the terms of the loan; but the Hout 
"Th continued too diſorderly for him to procure a hearing. Gf 
Col. Barre. Colonel Barr? ſaid, he waited with aſtoniſhment for ſome d 
explanations from the two noble Lords [Lords North and}; 
G. Germaine | on the treaſury-bench ; but had heard nothing Wai 
from them on the ſubject of the ſtate of Europe and America, Wii, 
I Fhenoble Lord (in the blue ribbon) had touched ſlightly only; 
the good diſpoſition of the French court, and his hopes re-. nt 
ſpecting the happy concluſion of the American troubies ; but pen 
that was all, He neither explained the grounds on which hi tnt 
opinions were formed, nor aſſigned a fingle reaſon ſufficient Md 
to ſatisfy the public, which, by every appearance of things, or 
bad a right to fear, nay, to believe, the direct contrary, ſms 
There were many articles in the extra-ſervices which 
were not clearly nor ſatisfactorily, nor indeed at all ac- 
counted for. One, in particular, of 400, oool. He had be 
aſked the noble Lord before, what it could be for; and forced ſale! 
out at length that it was for the military cheſt, He faid, 
contracts for rum had been made at 3s. 3s. 6d. and 4s. per a r. 
gallon, beſides freight, which brought it to about 5s. 3d. 4 
gallon, free of duty, to be delivered in America, and the 
quantity was immenſe. For his part, when he. ſerved in 
at part of the world, he never underſtood that there was 
any occaſion for rum to be ſerved to the troops as aboard a 
man of war; and he remembered very well, that in the back 
p ſettlements, when Sir Jeffery Amherſt commanded there, ke 
ordered rum to be delivered, even in thoſe inhoſpitable, un- 
_ cultivated regions, in very ſmall quantities; affigning it 84 
reaſon, that it would ſpoil the ſoldiers $5.65 3 

LA. N. Lord North ſaid, he was ſurprized to find that he had de- n 
| ſerted the accuſation he pledged himſelf to bring forward in 
the committee; and had now contented himſelf with callingJon t 
for ſome trifling explanations; VVV ar 

Col. Barre. | Colonel Barre ſaid, that if the noble Lord meant to be at 
1 all communicative, there was ample matter for him to exp 
: ute upon: He called on him particularly to explain the 
5 1 85 700,009 


— 
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100,0001. for proviſions alone; likewiſe the 800, opol. for. 
extraordinaries, of which the noble Lord had hitherto only 
told them that that and other- 400, oool. were applied for a- 
military cheſt; a very laconic explanation, but ſuch an one 
i he hoped would not prove ſatis factory to the Houſe by any 
means; that in relation to the rum buſineſs, a Mr, Atkinſon 
maſt be a very good friend of the treaſury indeed ! for he has 
pad 35,0001. for rum, without any of the requiſites of a ſa- 
whattory account; for there was not even the quantity ſpe- 
ded which he had furniſhed; he underſtood, however, 
that/it was at five ſhillings and three-pence a gallon ; that ge 
had made many enquiries of planters, merchants, and others, 
ad had found that three ſhillings and ſix-pence was a very 
fivonrable contract -price ; that two ſhillings and four-pence 
ms a prime coſt price, and defired to know if a Mr, irvin 
Ind not offered to contract for rum at two ſhillings and ſix- 
pence ? And alſo, if the Victualling Office had not con- 
tacted for it no longer ago than laſt + ks at two ſhillings ' 
uud ſix- pence? He would not hint an idea that the noble 
Lord touched a penny of theſe contracts- - -he who certainly 
ms capable of refuſing LACKs OF PAGODAS, can never 
be reproached with the meanneſs of being concerned in 
the pitiful tranſactions of rum contracts. And, ſpeaking of 
de loſſes ſuſtained by the American war, that of the cuſtoms 
lade laſt year, he affirmed, was not leſs than 1, 700, oool. 


Lord North roſe again to anſwer Colonel Barré. He ſaid, La. North, 


n reply to the contract buſineſs, that nothing could be clearer 
lan the mode of the Exchequer, paſſing the accounts of thoſe 
Mo had contracted with government; -that there was al- 

s youchers for every thing that was done, ſo. that the 
mpleteſt ſatis faction could at any time be had, as to the 
ns of the contract, and the due performance of thoſe 
ms. That the contract with Mr, Atkinſon, was for rum of 
lt very beſt proof, the fineſt that could be had in Jamaica, 
in order that it might be known whether the rum was of 
at goodneſs, 19 for aſcertaining it was ſent out. 
that Mr. Pelham, ſecxetary to the Navy Board, had in- 
ned the Treaſuty, that their contract price in Jamaica 
8 {our ſhillings and four-pence a gallon, but that in addi- 
on to this, there was freight; part to Boſton at f1x-pence, 
M part to Canada at nine- pence, which made ſeven-pence 
penny on an average. Leakage was ten per cent. or 
"pence... Infurance eight ꝓer cent. or four- pence. Com- 
No VII. 55 32410 121 ZEN 1 | miſſion 


Col. Barre. - Colonel Barre ( with ſome vehemence of pleafantry ) roſe to 4 
8 ch 


„ 


Str James 
Cockburn. 


ni mot was five per cent. or to- penee half -· penny. In all 


Prime coſt O 4 4 
Freight je 5 Ls 3 o 0 71 
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quiries about the ſums called a military cheſt, he faid, it 


- "AL ſhillings. Why, the poor man muſt be ruined!---If was 


But what will the n6ble Lord fay to rum, ſo far from bein 


gallon; that there were expences in caſks, &c. which 
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-=--Whertas the Treaſury had contracted at five ſhillings and 
three- pence, which he thought ſo far from being a bad bar- 
Zain, was evidently a very favourable one. 

As to Mr. Irvine having offered to contract cheaper, be 
Knew not the fact; but no other contrafts were to be made 
than the firſt, as they were now left to the commander in 
chief, Sir William Howe. In anſwer to the Colonel's en- 


feemed to him not an improper term, as it was at the diſpo- 
fition of the commander in chief, for the purchaſe of extia- 


Ordinaries; : 


hog the noble, noble Lord, as he called it; upon the rum af- 
fait he was perfectly fatisfied ; perfectly convinced of the won- 
derous good c>conomy of the noble Lord, to get that at fs 
ſhillings and three-pence, wihch plainly coft the contract 


cruel to treat him fo unjuſtly ; and he now plainly ſav tht 
reaſon why people of ul ſorts were ſo ſhy of taking govern 
ment contracts. But this Mr. Atkinfon muſt be the greate! 
ideot in the whole contracting world's did he make his cv! 
tracts for : four crout and porter upen the ſame principles 


fout ſhillings and four-penee, being in the Hand no mog 
chan one ſiülling and nine-penee; yet this was the fact, Þ 
knew froth certam intelligence, Thoſe, therefore, who hi 
to flagrantly miſinformed the noble Lord, ought to be rep 

manded. He then Called again upon Lord George Ger 
mafne to give ſome fatibfactiòn to the Houſe upon the buf 
neſs bf the American war; that the noble Lord ſpoke 
ſeldbm, but he ſpoke with Weight. 


5 l Coekburn roſe te explain the eireumſtances of b a 
contract for 100, 00 gallens of rum from Grenada, wh the 1 


the current pride was two ſhillings and a penny ſterling 


Fel 
eme 


Nr 
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tlemen had _ ; that to carry rum from the Weſt Indies 
to Boſton or Canada now was an immenſe expence, as they 
were to be freighted thither on purpoſe, and ta come 
gain empty to the iſſands. He aſſerted one fact, which, if 
true, was very ſtrong, that he freighted five ſhips with his 
contract, and one not being loaded, he filled her up with 


21g 


more of the ſame rum, to be ſold at Quebec on his own ac 


count, and that ſold for a higher price than what his contract 
gave him; he offered to produce proofs of what he ſaid at the 
bar; and, ſaid, if the Treaſury would give him another ſuch 
contract, he would not take it; that his contract, and it 
might be the ſame with others, was made under the expect- 
ance of the price falling, inſtead of which it roſe. | 


Lord North ſaid, that Mr. Pelham's account was four La. 


ſhillings and four-pence, without diſtinguiſhing whether it 
was Currency or not ; but he apprehended, that currency was 
meant from the certain expences he had recapitulated running 
ſo much above five ſhillings and three-pence; but that he 
would inform himſelf more particularly about it, and give 
the Houſe every ſpecies of information they withed to have 
about it; as there was no contract which would not bear their 
cloſeſt examination. 


North. 


Mr. Fox called on the Houſe 2 to remark, that forty Mr. Fer. 


per cent. was no fort of difference in the accounts of the no- 


ble Lord. | 


Mr. Bayly roſe again, which produced freſh kbeders the Mr. Bayly. 


gentlemen 1n the neighbourhood of the Treafury Bench in- 
fiſting that he ſpoke before, and had no right to riſe a ſecond 
time in the ſame debate, unleſs to explain. He was at length 
permitted to proceed, on his faying he had an offer to make 
to the noble Lord, which would prove a ſaving to the nation 
of full forty per cent. He accordingly offered to ſerve any 


Wl quantity of Jamaica rum the noble Lord and the Treaſury 


might want, or think proper to contract for, at 2s. ad. per 
gallon, which was juſt half, on an average, of the price 
hich had been given in all the contracts already made. 
The current priee in the rum ſeaſon, in Jamaica, was from 
49d, to 23d, the gallon ; and therefore ſaid, he would have a 


good profit in ſerving it at 28. 2d, or 28. 4d. at moſt, after 


Ens freight, inſurance, &c. 8 
r. 


enkinſen lamenting partly the neceſfity of the war: Mr. Fe: 
the loſs it __ the kingdom, but upholding the indiſpen- I 


fable authority of Parliament, and blaming the bad policy of 
ſame lace min) x 


ſters; he reprobated, in the Rropgeſt terms, 
Ze 2 - " oa 
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che tea act; he condemned the whole meaſure as impolitic, à N 


Mr. N- Mr. Dempſicr remarked, that if contracts were publicly ad- 


ber. 


Mr. Duns © 


mung · 


5 *% +» 


Lord Gewegs Lord George Germaine roſe to ex ſatisfaction to the Houſe, 
t 


Cermame. 


having given up the government, confeſſing themſelves une 
qual to it, and creating Mr. Waſhington Dictator of Ame- 


1 them. That another circumſtance, which every da) 
| prov 


called upon to give information to the Houſe, he ſhould al. 


it was before: that the fleet was alſo reinforced with ſome 


happineſs and ſecurity they enjoyed under the legal govern- 


idle, futile,” childiſh, and paltry. Then turning to the in 
ſtamp act, he ſaid, that meaſure was not Mr. Grenville's ; Har 
if the act was a good one, the merit of it was not due to Mr, n 
Grenville ; if it was a bad one, the errors, or the ill policy 
of it, did not belong to him. The meaſure was not his. 


vertiſed to whoever would ſupply them cheapeſt, as they 
ought ever to be, the noble Lord would not be under any dif. 
ficulties in having recourſe to either papers or memory. 

Mr. — Thid, that there was no clearneſs in this mat- 
ter of the contracts; but there was one thing as clear as day, 
which was the noble Lord's perfect ignorance of the whole 
tranſaction. | | 


why he had in the debate of the day before ſaid that there 
was a proſpect of a ſucceſsful end to the war in North Ame- 
rica. That as to his ſpeaking ſeldom, it was not his cuſtom 
to ſpeak when he had nothing to ſay ; but whenever he was 


ways then ſpeak with pleaſure, As to the campaign, he 
thought he had the greateſt reaſon to expect ſucceſs from the 
army of General Howe being in good order, and more nu- 
merous from recruits than in the laſt campaign, while that af 
the rebels was in much worſe order, and leis numerous-than 


ſhips of the line, which were wanting laſt year; that be 
thought himſelf farther founded in his expeCtation from th 
minds of the people turning, from their experiencing the mi- 
ſery of anarchy, confuſion, and deſpotiſm, inflead of the 


* — of this country; that theſe emotions had operated { 
rongly in their minds, that very many deſerters had leftth 
rebel army, and come in to General Howe with their arms; 
many hundreds, and were coming in every day: that he had 
formed his opinion from the circumftances of the Congrel 


rica; thefe circumſtances, - he thou ht, promiſed divifions 


of yet greater importance, was, their being diſap- 

inted in their expectations of aſſiſtance and ſupport fro 
rance; 1 been buoyed up with that hope, and m ade 
bees, that u inperior French fleet would be ſeen rid 


3 1 00 
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and reſented it accordingly. That they had met with the 
ame diſappointment from Spain----not that he aſſerted they 
had not received underhand afhſtance from both, in officers, 
&, but what they were promiſed was open avowed affiſtance, 
Yet, Sir, added his Lordſhip, for the protection of Franee 
they would pay largely; they have offered largely; they 
have, by their pretended ambaſſadors, actually offered to 
the French court all our Weſt India iflands! There is libe- 


ions from the army in Canada, which laſt year could do no 
more than prepare to act; but having deſtroyed the enemy's 
fleet,” they will be able to advance early in the ſpring, and 
mite with General Howe's army, adding 12,000 men to it, 
efides Canadians. His Lordſhip farther. brought another 
rcumſtance, which was the infinite difficulty Waſhington 


ng them into arms for three years, yet gave them a bou 

thirty pounds ſterling a man; but nothing could make it 
fectual, for as faſt as they were forced on one fide, they 
kferted to the other; of which there were ©6000 armed 
w-Yorkers in Howe's army; that his army was collected 
befly from the ſouth; for from New England none had 
ken raiſed, and they would early be cut off from the ſouth. 


be warmeſt hope that the next campaign would prove very 
wourable. By the laſt returns, which were in March, the 
K under General Howe were in health and ſpirits, and 
e hould have an army much more numerous than we had 
W year, with the advantages of being compoſed of ſeaſoned 
dd diſciplined men, uſed to ſervice, the inclemencies of 
ather, and the change of climate. He ſaid, if the opera- 
"ns of war ſhould be extended, and that it might be thought 
ter. to employ the army under General Howe in New 
land; the —— would be no leſs obvious; it would 
out work ſor the northern rebels, keep them at home, and 
event them from dividing General Howe's force, or inter- 


would be better enabled 30 puſh his conqueſts to the 
wazd, . es 1 1 > $5.4 12 


weir coaſt; in all which they now felt themſelves deceived, 


ality, Sir! There is love of freedom, to conſign ſo readily 
wider French dominion and deſpotiſm the whole Weſt Indies ! 
Let me farther remark, Sir, that there are great expecta- 


hund in raiſing men: he had been under the neceſſity of for- 


ſheſe, he ſaid, were the reaſons which induced him to have 


ting the operations of the grand army, by which means 


. Y 
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Col. Barr. Colonel Barre, TI congratulate the Houſe upon the nobly 
Lord for ance, at laſt, giving any hope that there would be u 
end of the American war; this was what he never could be 
brought to do before not one word of the kind could eye; 
be drawn from him=-- The noble Lord has told us, that 
deficiencies have been made good in our army by recrui 
from Europe. I do not clearly underſtand him. Does | 
mean their preſent or their former eſtabliſhment, and doesh 
include in the army the American auxiliaries ? 

Lore George Lord George Germaine. What I mean, Sir, is this, th: 

Conant: on the 20th of March, the date of the laſt general return, d 
army was more numerous, including the troops going on tþ 
ſea from Europe, than it was when it took New York 
more rank and file, without meluding the 6000 Americar 
His Lordſhip again repeated, that he believed in his cor 

ſcience his information was good, that matters were preciſe 
as he had ſtated them; and, that he had the moſt ſanguu 
hopes of ſucceſs. 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barrẽ. The noble Lord ſeems to pride himſe 
upon that circumſtance, which he has no room for; fer 
will tell him the reaſon, the laſt diviſion of Heſſians were nf 
arrived when New York was taken. 

Lord George Germaine and Lord Barrington, No, no, nx 
we do not mean that. Eq | NO 

Col. Barre, Colonel Barr. But the noble Lord gave not the leaſt 
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tisſaction that he did not mean it. One circumſtance 
builds upon much, is the unpopular and dangerous circut 
ſtance of making Mr. Waſhington Dictator. Now, 8 
it is very remarkable, that that account ſnould have beend 
nied by every private account which has come from An 
rica. Mr. Waſhington poſitively denied it. He applied 
the Congreſs for more power, as his former authority v 
not ſufficient for the raiſing and diſciplining the troops vote 
ſuch an enlargement of his military power was given, buff, 
was only relative to the army, and by no means a di 
authority, to include all the power of the ſtate. 


Another point upon which the noble Lord has infill gi) 
much, is, the French not openly aſſiſting the America | 
But, Sir, he admits, and indeed he could do no lefs, chat t 7 


have. giyen every affiftance privately; that they have {ll 
great numbers of officers, engineers, and moſt ample f 
plies of money, arms, artillery, and ammunition; this 
all well know, and every one muſt be able to judge whet 
this will not have a great effect in the enſuing campa! 
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ks to the French fleet failing to. Newfoundland without a 
envoy ; does the noble Lord recolle& that that fleet will be 
hack in June, and that there then remains full time for 
France to interfere and ptevent our conqueſt of America, 
mich, depend on it, they never will allow, Look at the 
ſent ſtate of their fleet; they have twenty ſuil of the line 
mdy for ſea: Is that a peace eftabliſhment ? Is that an equi- 
weal mark of their intentions? What in the name of com- 
von ſenſe do they intend to do with that force, if not employ 
tagainſt/us ? | e (x 4: EAT 
' But there are great hopes from the army in Canada; I 


pdlicy to be exerted there which is unheard of; another of- 
ker wreſting the command away the moment the army is 
m of the limits of the province; but through the whole con- 
alt of the laſt campaign that commander was unhandſomely 
nied- --and it is to continue. Nor, Sir, will the operations 
here be in future ſo ſmooth :---Confider what was done; Ge- 
eral Carleton deſtroyed twelve of fifteen of the enemy's veſſels 
a the lake the 19th of June, but he was then wad to pro- 
kd; Does he know that the 19th of June is a very early 
whing of: a campaign there, and if he then could not pro- 
Red, why is he now, after the Americans have had fo much 
ine to repair:thoir loſſes 7 It will be no ſuch eaſy matter, - 
ertainly no eaſy matter. Yet the fleet which he built 
here coſt, I may ſay, millions to this country---ſo much, 


. 


at we ſhall never have theparticulars, 
To me it appears clear, that the Americans had the ad- 
ntage in all the great leading features of the campaign - 
tr evacuation of Boſton, General Carleton's retiring at the 
oſs of it, too weak to attack Ticonderago, and General 
Rowe not being able to bring Waſhington to an action, but 
ding his lines till they were all driven back about his 
3. Through the whole of theſe circumſtances, we have 
The reſolutions were agreed 3 a diviſion. 
Sri ih 5. b May 1 8 18922 | ? 
' Bills paſſed. - 3 21ſt. 
p Lord North acquainted the Houſe he had a meſſage from 
N King, figned by his Majeſty, which he preſented, and 1t 
read by the Speaker. 13 
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yilh thoſe hopes may not be fruſtrated : there is a piece of 
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board; that agents were employed in Jamaica and America, 


when cooperage, inſurance, freight, and 8 per cent. bro- 
kerage, beſides ullage, were taken into the account, the 
whole would be little ſhort of 6s. per gallon z which was 
conſiderably more that what Government engaged to pay, 
by their higheſt contract. 


the price on the ſpot, the current average price being 18. 92d. 
not 28. 83d. as erroneouſly ſtated by the noble Lord; that 
the fulleſt value, taking freight, inſurance, brokerage, agen- 
ey, and leakage, of rums delivered in America, of the 
growth of Jamaica, would fall ſomething ſhort of 48. in- 
ſtead of 6s. or 58. 3d. as mentioned now with ſo much confi- 
dence by his Lordſhip. He added, that he thought the 
hole tranſaction, relative to the rum contracts, wore a very 
lorenly and ſuſpicious appearance; that it was too late now 
in the teſhons for the Houſe to take up the ſubject de novo 3 
but, he truſted, the Houſe would reſume its antient right of 
checking the public accounts, already given in, early in the 
ext elften; that they would call for evidence to be exa- 
mined at the bar, in order to ſubſtitute facts for the aſſer- 
tions indiſcriminately bandied about from the oppoſite fide of 
Houſe ; that if ſome ſuch meaſure ſhould not be adopted, 
tis country muſt be undone by the contracting tribe: that 
he noble Lord had ſaid, he Far no gain by contracts. He 
believed him; but ſaid, the miſchief might be completely ef- 
fected, without his Lordſhip's ſharing in the ſpoil. His 
Lordſhip was ſurrounded by a troop of runners, dependants, 
ke. which was the moſt expenſive of all troops that could 
poſhbly be kept in pay. | 5 


ow ſo ſeverely condemned were made upon you proper and 
dvantageous terms, all circumſtances conſidered. 


enconneQted with the power of granting money, to watch the 
n miniſter in the diſpoſal of it, and check its expenditure, It 
Vas a part of their buſineſs in that. Houſe, and the leading 
Wbject of their aſſembling, to call the miniſter to an account 
Wor the treaſure committed to his charge. Matters of a very 
doubtful nature appeared, which, if pot cleared up in due 
ime, he hoped that Houſe would diſcharge its duty, b 

Vol. VI. F f properly 


| 
Une 


jt 


al 


to ſee the rums ſhipped and unſhipped, and delivered; that 


Mr. F. Townſhend ſaid, it was one of the prime privileges Mr. . 
of that Houſe, and became an eſſential part of its duty, as Tewnfeende 
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Colonel Barre ſaid, his Lordſhip was totally miſtaken as to Col. Barre. 


Lord Mulgrave ſaid, from what he could learn from the Lord A ö 
mode of contracting adopted by the Navy, the contracts?“ “. 


Mr. Men- 


tagu. 


Sir Edward | Sir Edward Aſtley ſaid, he had ſtrong reaſons to fear, that 


Aftley. 


Governor 


Felnftene. 


| Properly exercifing, and, if neceſſary, exerting its power in 


-as the heroic virtues, the Governor took a view of the ſtate 


Madras. His facts, his detail, his arguments, and deduc 
tions, were uniformly directed to eſtabliſh two leading points 


prince, of which his ambaſſadors were the bearers and en 
- forcers, had formed a very powerful party in his favour 
5 7 P Party 


in his favour in the council at Madras. Though the objett 


jentiments and intereſts, both here and in India, to effe 
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diſcovering the truth. 

Mr. Montagu ſaid, immenſe ſums had been granted; the 
moſt boundleſs confidence had been repoſed in the minifter; 
and it behoved him to give the Houſe every ſatisfaction in 


his power. 


the moſt ſhameful acts of public prodigality had been per. 
mitted, if not encouraged, by perſons in authority. ler 


The order of the day, to go into a committee on India af. 
fairs, being read, 

Governor 1 opened the buſineſs, by recapitulating 
the eminent ſervices of Lord Pigot, when he formerly com- 
manded as a military officer in that country. He pointed ou 
the ſeveral tranſactions his Lordſhip had diſtinguiſhed himſel 
in; and cloſed his Lordſhip's character by attributing tobi 
proweſs, military ſkill, and ſeveral other great and amiable 
qualities, that we now poſſeſſed a foot of territory in Afi 
or. perhaps even a permiſhon to trade there. F rom eſta Men 
bliſhing his Lordſhip's character on the higheſt pinnacle of 
that ſpecies of fame, which is ſupported equally by the mild 


of affairs in India, beginning at the ſyſtem growing out of 
the treaty of Paris in 1762, and ending with the lateſt dil 
Patches received, either from Lord Pigot or the council of 


One was, that the Nabob of Arcot, by his inſtruments One 
this country, and by the powerful arguments uſed by tha 


the other, that by ſimilar means and arguments, and agent 
of a ſimilar ſize and talents, he had been able to form a partyMrir 


were twofold, and ſeemingly diſtin&, the end propoſed wan: 
the ſame ; the diſgrace of Lord Pigot, as the firſt neceſſar 
ſep to the advancement of the Nabob's intereſt, that of ac 
quiring poſſeſſion of Tanjore, There muſt be an union 0 


this favourite ſcheme. The act of the council alone migh 


anſwer a temporary purpoſe ; but as ſoon as government Ver 
reſtored, juſtice would be done; the uſurpers would be diſſihad 


graced and puniſhed ; the Nabob would be diſappointed ie 
| a 


In 4 ö | 
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nd Tanjore would be reſtored to its lawful ſovereign. Take 
he event in another point of view: if adminiſtration, ope- 
cr ted upon by the ſame powerful arguments of the Nabob's 
uents here, had raiſed a faction among the proprietors to 
vpport that prince's pretenſions to Tanjore ; and by their ca- 
als in Leadenhall- ſtreet, had prevailed either on the Court 
er · ¶ f Directors, or the General Court, to ſend out counter or- 
ers to Lord Pigot not to execute the firſt, but undo what 
e had done, ſtill the reſtoration of the Rajah would have 
ren effected, the buſineſs would have been already done, 
the full and complete co-operation of the council : ſo that 
change of meaſures diametrically oppoſite to thoſe juſt exe- 
m-Wned, would be dangerous or impracticable; and the views 
f the Nabob would have been defeated in either event, 
But government having been brought over here, co-operated 
th the faction in council at Madras ; and by its influence 
In Leadenhall-ſtreet, prevailed on the Proprietary to endan- 
fer their own intereſt, from motives of immediate con- 
renience, and by that means to diigrace an honourable and 
dle ſervant, and ſacrifice the rights of a faithful ally, to ob- 
ects the moſt bafe, mean, and jonoble. 

After going over this ground, he adverted to the facts, on 


lich the buſineſs of the day depended. He ſaid, though 


be council ſeemingly unanimous, agreed to the reſtoration 


pproved of the meaſure, He pointed out ſome inftances, 
mich, he ſaid, proved this aſſertion beyond queſtion. 
Une in particular he dwelt upon. The former miniſter of 
e Rajah, when his country was delivered up to the Nabob, 
mth his maſter's conſent, became collector, or treaſurer, of 
ill the revenues of the Nabob, The royal revenues are, in 
he eaſt, in fact, the rent or produce of the land; the 
Frinces ! in the eaſt being the ſole land-owners, or owners of 
fie foil. This man had lived in the above capacity, in the 
wart of Tanjore, for fifty years. When, therefore, Lord 
Ngot reſtored the Rajah, the Nabob refuſed to permit the 
ac treaſurer to render up his truſt to his old maſter, and com- 
n ofianded him to return to him :mmediately with his accounts. 
he treaſurer looked upon himſelf as a ſervant to the Nabob, 
nd was returning according to his inſtructions. But, tho 
aß cuments in the poſſeſſion of the treaſurer anſwering the 
A of title deeds, Lord Pigot demanded them for the aſk of. 
be Rajah, and on the miniſter's refuſal, ordered him to be 
pprehended, The 'order was not executed by the perſons 


Ff 2 en- 


a 


if the Rajah of Tanjore to his dominions, they ſecretly diſ- 
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ty of Huntingdon; To do what? The moſt extraordinar 
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entruſted till the miniſter had entered into the Nabob's ter. 
ritories, out of thoſe of the Rajah. This was the great 
crime urged by the Nabob and his agents againſt Lord Pi. 
got, as a breach of the amity ſubſiſting between the Com. 
pany and Nabob; and of the treaty of Paris, in which his 
rights were ſpecially reſerved ; and this complaint being 
countenanced by the council, ſhewed plainly, among a thou. 
ſand other proofs, that the Nabob was not ſo much diſpleaſed 
with Lord Pigot for apprehending or ſeizing the Rajah's mi- 
niſter in the Carnatic, as for reſtoring that injured Prince to 
his dominions in obedience to his inſtructions from the Com: 
pany. Beſides, his Lordſhip was entirely innocent if the 
act had been as criminal as repreſented, for his orders were 
to ſeize him in the territories of Tanjore, and not elſewhere; 
the treaſurer's local change was neither thought of or fore- 
ſeen by his Lordſhip ; ſo that if it was an infraction of trea- 
ty, or the laws of nations, his Lordſhip ſtood equally inno- 


cent, within the letter, as the ſpirit, for he iſſued no orders 


to apprehend him in the Nabob's country. 

The Governor took notice of the ſcandalous means made 
uſe of to vilify Lord Pigot, and depreciate his character 
through the channel of the news-papers. | Here a loud cry 
of Hear! Hear!] In particular, reſpecting the article 0 
preſents. It is true, his Lordſhip did receive a few trifling 
preſents ; he wiſhed he had not. They confiſted of a cow, 
an elephant, two mares, and a gold tea ſervice, to the 
amount of Sol. which he preſented to his daughter, ther 
lately married. He preſumed no man would ſay theſe we 
bribes received on the condition of ſacrificing the- intereſts of 
the Company, or the honour of the nation, The contra 
was well known; it was indeed ridiculous to dwell upon it, 
His Lordſhip might have almoſt any thing he could with or 
deſire, if he had conſented to co-operate in the views of the 
Nabob, The attempts made both in India and here were no 


ſecret, whatever the real ſucceſs of ſuch attempts, in ſome 


inſtances, might be. If, however, the facts could not be 
proved, the general effects of corruption were manifeſt 
The Governor was very jocular on the perſuaſive powers of 
the worthy baronet below him, [Sir H. Mackworth | and 
the myraculous effects of his voice, in calling and colleCting 

ether perſons from the moſt diſtant part of the kingdom 
from the dock-yards of Portſmouth, - Chatham, and Phy- 
mouth; from Briſtol, Liverpool, Newcaſtle, and the coun: 


0 
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of all extraordinary things, to reinſtate Lord Pigot in his 
government, and forthwith to recall him. He pointed out 
the abſurdity of the reſolution carried for reinſtating Lord 
pigot; and inſtantly recalling him, and all thoſe engaged in 
the ſubverſion of government, under one general charge of 
public delinquency. Before he ſat down, he ſaid, he ſhould 
move Ome reſolutions ; and, if carried, would follow them 
with a motion, that the chairman do move the Houſe, for 
kave to bring in a bill for the better ſecuring our ſettlements 
in the Eaſt Indies. 

The Governor then moved ſix reſolutions; the firſt, ap- 
proving in ſtrong terms of Lord Pigot's conduct as Governor 
of Madras; the ſecond, approving of the conduct of the 
Court of Directors; the third, the reſolution of the Court 
of Proprietors of the 11th of April; the fourth, approving 
of the firſt part of the reſolution of the gth of May, for re- 
ſtoring Lord Pigot; the fifth, for diſapproving of that part 
of the reſolution which orders his recall; and the fixth, ap- 
proving of the recall of the counſellors, whoſe names are 
mentioned in ſaid reſolution, 


Mr. G. Nous ſeconded the Governor. He maintained, Mr. G. 


that the interference of adminiſtration, even independent of Reus. 
is power and influence in Leadenhall-ſtreet, had reached 
India, and would probably effect as much miſchief in the 
atter place as in the former. This, he ſaid, had been 
brought about by more ways than one ; but chiefly by the 
tommiſſion from the Crown, enabling certain perſons therein 
named to be plenipotentiaries, to treat with the country 
powers, and enter into treaties with them independent of 
he Company, and without conſulting it. Thus, what was 
tot done in Leadenhall-ſtreet, was effectually completed 
on the ſpot, The Directors were rendered cyphers at home, 
whenever they thought proper to differ from Adminiſtra- 
non; their orders were defeated in India, whenever they 


MWcaricd any point here againſt the ſentiments of the King's 


krvants. Theſe plenipotentiaries, he ſaid, had done more 
niſchief than perhaps the nation was aware of; they de- 
ached the country powers from the Company's ſervants, 
tacing them to look up to more powerful aſſiſtance, The 
Nabob of Arcot was a ſtriking inſtance of this. Thoſe pleni- 
Ptentiaries of the Crown had filled him full of ideas of equa- 
lty and independency ; of equality with the King of Great 
britain, as a ſovereign prince; of independency of the Com- 
any, who were but the ſervants and ſubje&s of his ally. 
heſe men, from views of ambition and ſelf-intereſt, had 


filled 


— 


fllled the Nabob's head full of ſimilar notions with thoſe they 


preſs purpoſe of repairing the injury, and reſtoring the Ra- 
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themſelves were inſpired with. They talked to him of the 
treaty of Paris, and the guarantee of his dominions by the 
court of France. Part of the conſequences of the ſpirit thus 
raiſed, was the plan agreed upon between the Nabob and Mr, 
Haſtings, for diſpoſleffing the Rajah of Tanjore of his do- 
minions, and annexing them to the Carnatic. The ill po- 
licy and injuſtice of ſuch an outrage of every thing that ought 
to be held ſacred and binding among men, ſtruck the Direc- 
tion with horror. They heard, with grief and aftoniſh- 
ment, that the unfortunate and unoffending Gentoo prince 
was deſpoiled of his dominions, on a ſhameful, barefaced 
pretence of an arrear of tribute being due to the Nabob.---- 
The Directors accordingly ſent out Lord Pigot, for the ex- 


to his territories. What has been the conſequence of 
this? Lord Pigot undertakes the execution of the taſk; he 
rforms it, as far as depends on him, with ſpirit and fide- 
lity. The effect of this new ſyſtem of power is ſuddenly 
felt; a faction is formed in India, to countera& and defeat 
the inſtructions of the Court of Directors. To let matters 
reſt there, would be only doing things by halves; the new in- 
fluence created in the country muſt be cheriſhed and ſtreng- 
thened, by encouraging appeals to Europe. The Nabob em- 
ploys his agents and ambaſladors ; they conceal themſelves 
for a while, till they form an intereſt here. One of them, 
[Mr. Macleane ] announces himſelf as the agent of Mr. Ha- 
ſtings. He acts for him, but ſuddenly throws off the maſk 
and declares himſelf the agent or ambaſſador for the Nabob 
of Arcot. Thus a faction is formed, fomented, and nou 
riſhed, both in India and Great Britain ; and the Proprietors 
willing to ſupport their ſervants from ſuch unconſtitutional; 
attacks, reſiſt every attempt to ſeduce them in the firſt in 
ſtance, till at length adminiſtration making it a public point 
as well as private object, by the full energy and influence of 
the Crown, overturn every thing that had been effected b 
their directors at home, or their ſervants in India. H 
thought the council at Madras had acted from the moſt fac 
tious and corrupt motives : becauſe they agreed unanimobll 
with Lord Pigot on the propriety of carrying his inſtructione 
relative to the reſtoration of the Rajah of Tanjore into exe 
cution ; and never differed from him on any general or par 
ticular meaſure concerning it, till Mr. Benfield, on his ow 
account, and as truftee for thoſe who a&ed along with hm 
| | | cam 
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compoſed the majority of the council, became a mortgagee 
of the revenues of Tanjore, by having them aſſigned to him 
for money ſuppoſed to be advanced to the Nabob. He ob- 
ſerved, that his honourable friend who made the motion ſta- 
ted the particular part of the mortgage belonging to Mr. 
Benfield, at 30,000]. and the whole, for which he ſtands 
truſtee, at 2 50, oool. but he begged leave to ſay, that this 
fell infinitely ſhort of the real ſum ; for, the actual ſum, for 
rich the majority of the council were creditors of the Na- 
bob, was upwards of 800, oool. which he could ſhew from 
proofs not to be controverted. The worſt part of the whole 
tanſaQtion, and what corroborated every argument uſed, 
2nd deduQtion drawn by him, was, that this mortgage, or 
nock loan, took place after the council knew that Tanjore 

to be reſtored to its rightful owner, which proved two 
hings equally worthy of the attention of the Committee; 
that is, that they acted from corrupt motives, in oppoſing 
Lord Pigot ; and that they dared to do ſo on promiſes of in- 
kmnity both in India and England. Mr. Rous ſaid, he 
nlhed ſincerely that the Houſe would take up the matter 
early diſtinct from all party conſiderations. 


te in the ſeaſon; and ſaid, he was the more ſurprized, that 
e ſhould think of bringing the affairs of the India Com- 
any at all before Parliament, when he recollected for ſeve- 
al years paſt to have heard him uniformly declaim againſt 
be interference of Parliament in the affairs of the Company. 
the reſolutions, he-ſaid, of the Company of the gth of 
lay, had been approved by all independent perſons, and 
lat only thoſe who had particular affections for, or connec- 
ons with, Lord Pigot, had diſapproved. He maintained, 
Wat Lord Pigot had abuſed the truſt committed to him, and 
ad, contrary to all juſtice and form, ſuſpended the two 


int vunſellors, by a trick as unconſtitutional as indecent. He 
e oed therefore acted ſo extremely wrong, that it became ne- 
| byKFllary to recall him. On the other hand, the behaviour of 
Hae counſellors, in ſeizing and impriſoning Lord Pigot, to 


e total ſubyerſion of all legal government, was equally re- 

henfible, and deſerving of cenſure. On that ground, 
e counſellors were likewiſe ordered to return to this coun- 
to anſwer for their miſconduct; but as the conſequences 
the miſcondu&t of Lord Pigot, in ſuſpending the two 
unſellors, and thereby obtaining a majority in ſupport of 
4 1 5 


22g 


dir Herbert Mackworth expreſſed his ſurprize, that the ho- Sir Herbert 
wurable gentleman ſhould move the preſent reſolutions ſo Mactwertb. 
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ſtitution of the Company, and abuſe of power, his Lord(hi 
was included in the general cenſure, or public diſapprobatio 


ſuch a conduct deſervedly brought after it. He defended the 
logical propriety of the terms in which the reſolution | at thi 
India Houſe, for recalling Lord Pigot, &c.] was conveyed 


and ſhielded it from the load of infamy the honourable gen 
tleman who made the motion attempted to throw upon 1 
He faid, that it might be eaſily conceived, and not at all im 


Proper, that a perſon ſhould be reinſtated to preſerve certait 


forms, and to convey a conſequential cenſure, and yet forth 


with be recalled. It would be anſwered, probably, why not 


after reinſtating Lord Pigot, let him remain in his ſtation fo 
a month, or three, or ſix months, if required? He was 0 
opinion, that as his Lordſhip had abuſed the powers intruſte 
to him, he ſhould not be permitted to retain them a da 

While he was thus explaining and defending the reſolutio 
the Houle began to be noiſy, and laugh, on which Sir He 
bert appealed to the Chair on the indecency. However, 
was but little attended to.--He then moved, by way of 
previous queſtion, ** That the Chairman do now leave th 
chair.” 


Rt. Hon. . Right Hon. Z. Torunſbend ſaid, the honourable gentlem: 
Tewrſverd. had obſerved upon the connections and particular affectio 


of thoſe perſons who favoured Lord Pigot, and had remarke 
that no independent man found fault with the reſolutions 
the Court of Proprietors for replacing and then recalli 
Lord Pigot ; for his part, he declared himſelf independe 
on both ſides of the Houſe, neither had he any knowledge 
Lord Pigot but from his public character, which heh 
heard from military gentlemen, and others, was moſt excc 
lent. As to the India Houſe, he had never been but once 
their court, and he then reſolved it ſhould be the laſt tim 
he was therefore free to declare, that he diſapproved the! 
-reſolution of the Court of Proprietors of the gth of M. 
but moſt highly approved the firſt, It appeared to him, f 
tlie reſtoration of Lord Pigot to his government was a volu 
tary act of the Court of Proprietors, founded in juſtice; 
«the ſecond, for recalling him immediately, was a moſt a 
ſurd contradiction of the firſt, and a meaſure brought abe 
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his meaſures, were not to be ſo much dreaded as a ſudden 
ſubverſion of government, and an uſurpation in conſequence 
of that ſubverfion; to hold out an example, and aflert the 
dignity of government, Lord Pigot was reftored ; but x 
equally involved in the moſt manifeſt violations of the con 
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by Adminiſtration; for the Nabob was encouraged at home; 
he had an ambaſſador here, not indeed with any pompous ti- 
tles, ſtate, and parade, hut a gentleman of abilities, a Mr. 


bob's buſineſs by the deſtruction of Lord Pigot, was to re- 
turn back as ambaſſador from the King of Great Britain to 
the Nabob. It ſeemed likewiſe, that he had a third maſter, 
Mr. Haſtings, the avowed enemy of Lord Pigot, though 
once his firm friend; that Mr. Haſtings had recommended 
Mr. Macleane to the Nabob; and it might fairly be con- 
-nWMcluded from all this, that his highneſs and Mr. Haſtings 
it rere the contrivers of the arreſt and impriſonment of Lord 


mlWPicot. He was ſevere on the ambitious views of the Na- 


ai bob, on the ſupineneſs of the Company's ſervants at home, 
tand the influence of the miniſtry over them; in ſhort, he 
repreſented the majority to have been collected by the mini- 


wot ; adding, that he ſhould not be ſurpriſed to ſee Mr. 
Macleane- and the gentlemen of the council, who ſubverted 
the government of Madras by the moſt daring act of. yio- 
knce, brought into Parliament hereafter as borough mem- 


fere, or that the committee ſhould be broke up on account 
f the late ſeaſon, he thought Parliament had not a moment 
b loſe to prevent a civil war, and the arbitrary power of the 
Nabob. He had always voted for the bill for regulating the 
Baſt India Company, and always ſhould : he thought them 
umpetent to manage their trading buſineſs, but not to go- 
tern large territories independent of the Parliament of Great 
britain ; and the moment they became influenced by the 
ung's miniſters, which it was eyident they were, it was 


the bye laws of the Company, which directs that the mino- 
ty of the council ſhall be bound by the majority ; and that 
en there is am equality of voices, the fate of the queſtion 
all be decided by lot; from which he drewithis inference, 
at as Lord Pigot had broke through the bye laws of the 
mpany, he had broke through its conſtitution, and had 
xn guilty of poſitive and direct diſobedience, he was of 
mrſe no longer worthy of their truſt or confidence. He 


ee of the flouriſhing ſtate of the Company; faid, he 


not wiſh that Parliament ſhould interfere but when there 
ol. VII. G g was 


* 


Macleane, who he heard, as ſoon as he had effected the Na- 


ſer's induſtry for the ſecond reſolution of recalling Lord Pi- 


bers. So far from thinking Parliament ought not to inter- 


Ine to interfere. q 
ge Mr. Wombꝛuell defended the reſolution of the Court of Pro- Mr. Wenb- 
> hWiictors of the gth of May; read extracts from two or three well, | 


| Mr. Fox. 


Was real occaſion, as there was at the time of the regulating 
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bill, which he called a moſt wiſe and timely interpoſition, 
and ſaved the Company and proprietors, he ſaid, from diſſo- 
lation and ruin. The effects were apparent in more inſtances 
than one; the proprietors might ſleep on their pillows with 
eaſe and ſrcurity; the Company was reſcued from impend- 
ing bankruptcy, and the widows and fatherleſs from penury 
ang diftreſs. The face of things was now, thank God, al- 
tered ; the affairs of the Company were in a moſt floy- 
riſhing and proſperous condition. The debts in Bengal were 
paid off; the inveſtments were made; the bond debts were 
reducing; in truth, the conduct of the friends of the preſeat 
motion was uniform in its effects, ſhould their doctrines pre- 
vail, though ſeemingly inconfiſtent : for as at one time they | 
were againſt the interference of Parliament, when it proved 
the ſalvation of the Company ; fo now they preſſed a parlia- 
mentary interference, when it promiſed to be productive of 
the very worſt conſequences. He read an extract of a letter, 
relative to Lord Pigot's conduct towards one of the counci, 
a Mr. Floyer, who at firſt preſſed to he ſent 46, one of he Bil + 
out-prefidencies, but was refuſed by his Lordſhip, w order n 
to keep. hmm for the purpoſe of ſupporting. his meaſures im ft 
council; but as ſfaon as be differed from him, was for ge- 
ting rid of him; and told him, chat no man ſhould ever ri , 
in the ſervice who oppoſed him. [ The Houſe called for proof ec 
of this fact, but none was produced. ; an 

Mr. Fox ſimplified the queſtion, and, reduced it within as il c 
narrow a compaſs as poſſible. He juſtified, Lord Pigot pria-l if 
cipally upon the juſtification and repreſentations of his ene- Will 4 
mies and perſecutors, upon the accounts tranſmitted home by WI y- 
Mr. Stratton, and the. other counſelors, who ſtood, in, the WM + 
ſame predicament. He contended, that this was evidence Will 50 


not to be controverted or explained away. It was a record ill de. 


againſt the parties, the truth and authenticity of which they Wl be 
could not now. dare. to. appeal from. He ſald, the effect oi mi 
this evidence throughout, led to the moſt certain ſelf· cou. v 
viclion. He gave ths highaf encomiums on the virtues and It 
military talents of Lord H and was io very able, point- be 
ed, cortvincing, and ſevere, chat ſeveral of che members, iu on 


a tranſport of approbation, forgot themſelves ſo far, as te te- ord 
ſtify it in accents of brauo hear. him! which they ach. ue 


med with a clapping of hands. A conduòt 0 ( 
lat obfarved, that there was a remarkable, dg ciency in tf wh 
Houſe, Which ſhewed the opinion that. men in office had ae 
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ns de buſineſs. One learned gentleman [the Attorney Gene- 
nl] was ill; the next in the law [ Mr, Wedderburne] did 
not chuſe to be preſent, to riſł defending ſuch a proceeding 
; that now condemned; he ſuppoſed he too was ill. A no- 
de Lord, who was upon every occaſion ſo anxious to diſ- 
countenance rebellion in the weſt, might have been ſuppoſed 
an equal enemy to it in the caſt, but he is alſo abſent- in 
the country, As many, however, as are abſent from this 
dirty buſineſs, there are enough, he feared, preſent, to in- 
fure 1t ſucceſs. 


obſerved, how unparliamentary it was to call on a gentleman, 4 


+: Mr. Wombwell had been called on, for proof of what he 
ad, as if nobody was to advance any thing in that Houſe 
ed Wl without proof at hand; and on the other fide, how abſurd it 
was to give the theatrical applauſe to a gentleman for a ready 
of Wl torn, He remarked, that the reſolution of the laſt Court of 
„ Proprietors was when 700 were preſent, whereas the prece- 
% dis one was when there were no more than 5co, conſe- 
de quently the laſt was the genuine opinion; for as to miniſte- 
nal influence, as he knew not the fact he could not admit the 
n Bl ſuppoſition. That the refolution of recalling all, he thought 
= Wl 2 vcry wife one, fince it was certain they had fallen into ma- 
KY ny. faftions 5 and when once that was the caſe, no good 
of Wl could be expected from continuing them; befides, the future 


and proper enquiry that ſhould be made into the tranſaction 


could not be had without Lord Pigot's affiſtance here; that 
DB if it was found he was injured, there were means enough in 
dis country to reward him. Another circumſtance, he ſaid, 
vas the impropriety of replacing Lord Pigot in a capacity of 
be revenging. himſelf upon all who had offended him; would 
yr you let looſe Marius on the friends of Sylla? It was not a 
| 


defirable ſituation; it was not defirable for human nature to 
be placed in; his eharaQeer, if it was ſo great as repreſented, 
might ſuffer in ſuch a ſituation ; he might be tempted ; for 
which reaſon it was not at all deſirable to place him in it, 
That as to the ill conſequences of his removal, it ſeemed to 
be imagined, that there was to be no government if he was 
out of it, but that was begging the queſtion; beſides, the 
orders for his recall might be gone to India, and to contra- 


r 


r 
'» 


x2. 85 


enemies and perſecutors, without a poſſibility of redreſs, till re- 
N 63 2 lieved 


. a 


The Lord Advocate [Mr. Dundas] in anſwer to Mr. Fox, Mr. Dun- 


ia em now might prove inconvenient and ridiculoiis. 
0 General Comvay ſaid, he lamented the fate of the noble Lord, Genen 
wo muſt continue to lie at the merey of his moſt inyeterate Com, 


— —— = 


"ame WR ——_. 
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Mr. Vomb- 
well. 


Mr. Burke. 
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lieved by orders to be ſent from Europe. He remarked, that | 


the firſt reſolution agreed to at the India Houſe contraditted 
the ſecond, and the third contradicted itſelf, 

Mr. Wombwell roſe to explain, and moved, that ſome of 
the papers on the table might be read ; particularly a copy of 
the minutes of what paſſed between Lord Pigot and one of 
the counſellors at Madras, Mr. Floyer, in mo, relative 
to a difference of opinion. 

Mr. Burke roſe and ſaid, he had been twice on his legs; 
firſt, when the right honourable gentleman [General Coy} 
under the gallery ſpoke; and a ſecond time, when the la 
honourable gentleman, a chairman of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, ſtood up, to move for the reading of the papers, 
From that gentleman” s ſituation, and his means of knowing 
the true ſtate of affairs in India, he expected to have heard 
ſomething intereſting on the ſubject, and accordingly relin- 
quiſhed his turn; but now that he diſappointed that expec- 
tation, by forbearing to ſay a ſyllable, but to read papers 
which were open to the peruſal of every member preſent, he 
was in the judgment of the Committee, whether he had 
not a right to be heard. 


Mr. Wonb- Mr. W/ombwell replied, that he did not mean to tire out, 


well, 


and fatigue the Committee, with reading a voluminous ſtat 


of facts already known, as had been ſuggeſted by the ho- 


nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He only pointed to a 


particular circumſtance which he aſſerted in debate, and 
was called upon by the gentlemen on the other fide to prove; 
and wiſhed, therefore, it might now be corroborated by the 
minutes, taken in council at the very time the matter hap- 
pened ; and that in the preſence of the parties. It was a col. 
lateral proof; it would confirm the converſation which paſſ. 
ed; and which, he aſſerted, had paſſed; and therefore, he 
thought he was fully within order in infiſting to have an 
papers read, which might tend to, or OO: ſupport fact 


ent in; bite. n 


Mr . Ellis, 


Mr. Burke. 


The clerk began to read ; the Houſe began to be noiſy 
r. Ellis obſerved, that the Chairman ought to be ſup 


ported in maintaining order; that the papers now reading 


were by a motion in the Committee ; 14 that the Commit 
tee 3 to ſupport its own aft, 


Mr. Burke again roſe, and urged his PI for being 


heard, in preference to the apers now reading, He ſaidz 1 
3 impoſſible to contend further, the honourable gentleman 


was in ; if, OY he intended by that means . 
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tre and thin the Houſe, he was, for his part, ſhould the honour- 


ble gentleman think proper, contented to wait till all the hea- 
ry folios now lying on the table were read through; and, to 


lere a cry of go on, go on! | Mr. Burke then proceeded, 
and in anſwer to the Lord Advocate, he affirmed, that Lord 
figot was a man of too nice a ſenſe of honour to accept of 
ny ſalvo it was in the power of adminiſtration to beſtow z 
wen though they covered him with ribbons and court fa- 
jours, inſtead of a ſingle ribbon and a penfion, He ob- 
krved, that he never heard of ſo extraordinary a ſpecies of 
roof, as what the honourable gentleman who moved for the 
ding of the papers produced. He aſſerted a fact of Lord 
igot's ill treatment of the council, and in order co prove it 
e reads a letter from one of the council, that is from the 
arty, which is another aſſertion of the ſame thing. There's 
roof for you! But it may be complete and ſubſtantial, ac- 
ding to the ideas which he recommends to the great body 
e is at the head of. However, what the gentleman thinks, 


; 8 „ 
r what he ſo proves, 1s of very little conſequence in this bu- 


tempted to reply to ſome of the ableſt orations that ever 
ere heard in this or any other aſſembly. The learned 
entleman's argument for recalling the whole body, becauſe 
actions had broken out among them, was, in his judgment, 


nd We moſt frivolous imaginable. If this was to be adopted as 
e; nie of conduct, which it muſt be, as the argument clearly 
heWent to that, all governors and their councils muſt be re- 
p- led as ſoon as factions broke out, which would be prepo- 
ol-erous. If this mode of reaſoning was good, the Governor 


eneral of Bengal, and his council ſhould be recalled, fince 


em? That the honourable gentleman knew better; for Mr, 
aſtings had the Nabob of Arcot for his friend; a moſt po- 
erful friend in the court and miniſtry of England; ſo po- 
erful; that for himſelf, if he wanted any favour of great 
kenitude,, he knew of no canvaſſer he ſhould ſo much wiſh 
ras that Nabob, That this ſame. prince of the Carnatic, 


ing ories, would be delighted to hear the doctrine laid down 
the learned gentleman, that governors, &c. are to be re- 
led when factions ariſe in their councils ; ſor he would ne- 
ind the leaſt difficulty in bribing a majority, the mo- 
; | a, 13 ; * ment 


nepare himſelf for the taſk, would ſend for his night-cap.--- | 


nes, But the learned gentleman [the Lord Advocate] has 


ere were the moſt outragious factions among them; accu- 
ag each other of the moſt enormous crimes ; Why not recall 


bo, it was plain, would ſoon be our maſter in all thoſe ter- 
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ment a governor, if ever one in future, ſhould be hardy b 
enough to oppoſe his will: his treaſures would at once ſecum 
factions, and factions would ſecure his recall, which would 
be a very pretty firmation for any governor and council tobe in. 
The learned gentleman's other arguments of not reſtoring 
Lord Pigot for fear of his revenge, was of the ſame com- 
plexion. It was furprizing fo learned a gentleman ſhould ut 
no arguments but What went too far; they proved fo much 
that they tumbled all proof about his ears. So a governors 
to be illegally, cruelly, and without any adequate reaſon; 
depoſed, impriſoned, and his life threatened, by a bribed 
corrupted council; and you are not to reſtore him, feſt he the 
tiſes his power without moderation. Was there ever ſo far 
eical a ſyſtem ! that the principle of doing miſchief was to bd 
maintained, and its conſequences endured, left by diſarming 
the authors, and reftofing authority to its rightful poſſeſſon 
you might run the riftk of having it exerted too rigidly on thi 
delinquents, If this was logic, there was at once an endo 
law and juſtice, 
14. North. Lord North treated the power of the Nabob of Arcot, hi 
intrigtes in India and England, arid the arts of his agents an 
- #rmbafſadors, as the ideal, ill- founded ſuggeſtions of ill-in 
formed or deſigning men. He repreſented the Nabob 
a poor, needy, miſerable, in- treated, dependent prince, with 
out power, protection, or internal reſources ; arid therefore 
torally unable ro either influenee or bribe 5 totally incapabl 
— by motives of fear, or through the means 
nfl wence of corrtiption. He defended the recall of Lord Pi 
Bor, ard fai, his Lordſhip had exprefily broke through t 
late Act of Parſtament for regulating the affairs of the Fafl 
India Company, which likewife annexes the puniſhment! 
the brech of it. That act ſays, Fhat any governor, 
[other officer, civit or military, whis ſhall accept of any) 
Jer after füch a day, ſhall forfeit double the value, and! 
Intapahle eve after of ſerving the Company. This was fl 
er of the act, and his Lordſhip had moſt certainly incu! 
te penalty and the confecuence. It was for 4 queſtion co 
eerning the male in ; whether accepting the tea feng. 
Was or was hot a erime. It was à mere queſtion reſpec 
te mum probibimmm- Had his Lordſhip offended, or. 
Clearty, cheretefe, in that narrow view of the queſtion; 
inet Nom overy eollarerat confiderariony We did: not feel”: 
cod remain à fabje&t of debate for aw inſtant, When, | 
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gvil or military capacity. 


be troubles at Madras to the intrigues and corrupt arts the 
Nabob uſed to raiſe a faction againſt his Loxdilip, both here 


and in India. 


here was no direct or ſubſtantial proof before the Houſe, the 
Houſe could only equitably judge according to the proots on 
te table, which in flis opinion fully juſtified the reſolutions 
the General Court, | 


dock in the Orang e queſtion was put, when the Com- 
mittee divided, ayes 67, noes go. A motion was then made, 
ſhat the Chairman do now leave the chair, which was 
preed to without a diviſion. | 

| May 23. 

A Eten of John Bourke and John Barnes, members of 
e Committee, of the Suren of Merchants trading to 
rica, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth 
bat the petitioners are committee men for the direction a 
nagement of the affairs of the African Company, under 
he authority, and according to the proviſions, of an act 
aſſed in the 23d year of his late Majeſty King George the 


x 


cond, inxituled, Au All far extending and improving the. 


Lade to Africa; and that the preſent Committee doth. annu- 
receive from Parliament confiderable ſums of public mo- 


* 
8 * 


&; this public money they would be moſt unworthy to 
pd, and it would be 125 improper for the Houſe to in- 
uſt it in their hands, if they ſtood juſtly chargeable with 
y abuſe whatſoever ; and that the petitioners having a legal 
ure in their faid corporate office, during the term, and un- 
# the conditions, appointed by the ſaid act, are, by the 
Mof this land, . otection for their corporate cha- 
Ker, without which protection they will be unable to per- 
um their duty; they have alſo a property equally to be pro- 
Bed, by the ſame law, in their . ame and reputation 
private citizens and merchants; their private credit, they, 
naly repreſent to the Houſe, muſt be affefted to their ex- 


rreme 


* 4 bo 


ws Lordſhip was longer cligible to ſerve the Company in any 5 ; 
Mr. Dempſter ſaid, the noble Lord's argument was a mere Mr. Demp- 


wibble, applied to the caſe of Lord Pigot, and the charac- ter. 
kr and fituatzon of the donor, He attributed tlie whole of 


Mr. Macdonald allowed, that there were ftrong reaſons to Mr. Macs 
hellere the council were influenced by corruption; but as %. 


Governor Jahuſtaue replied to ſome objections made to his Governor 
ö e of the caſe 3 and Mr. Rous cloſed the debate. : At one Jebnſtone. 


Fj, for the faithful application of which they are reſponſi- | 
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rticularly in a pecuniary and commercial truſt, be publicly 
imputed to them, and not publicly diſproved ; and that the 
* 7. obſerve, with the utmoſt concern, a paper laid 
fore the Houſe, purporting to be A Return from the 
Commifhoners for Trade and 8 relating to the ge- 
neral State of the Trade to Africa, and ſigned George Ger- e 
maine, Soame Jenyns, Robert Spencer, Bamber Gaſcoyne, 
Whitſhed Keene, C. F. Greville, and William Eden ;” and 
that, in the ſaid return, the following heavy charge againſt 
the Committee for conducting. the ſaid trade is made, and 
pretended to be ſupported by evidence, viz. ** It appear, 
ſo far from this trade (meaning that part of the African 
trade under the direction of the Committee) having been 
carried on in a free and open manner, for the benefit of the 
public, according to the intention of this honourable Houſe, 
and agreeable to the ſpirit and tenor of the act which confti- 
tutes the preſent Committee, that a private trade, direct 
tending to a monopoly, hath been ſet up and eſtabliſhed h 
the governors and chiets of the forts in Africa; and that thi 
private trade, fo injurious to the intereſts of the public, hatl 
been carried on by them in conjunction with perſons at home 
ſome one or more of whom have at the ſame time been members 
of the Committee above-mentioned ;” and that the petitioners ¶ i 
members of the preſent Committee, deliberately weighing 
and conſidering all the particulars and circumſtances of the 
ſaid charge, do affirm to this honourable Houſe, that the ſame 
(fo far as the. petitioners are, or may be, comprehendec 
therein, by participation, connivance, or neglect) is abſo 
Jutely falſe ; and the petitioners, in juſtice to the charadte 
of Daniel Wier, Eſquire, Commiſſary General in America aſx 
a member of this Committee, and now abroad on his Majcity'Wbye 
ſervice-in a moſt important truſt, do affure this honourable 
Houſe, that they have abundant reaſon to be perſuaded, tha te 
the faid charges, with regard to him, are equally groundlel 
and injurious; and if any other Committee man has adde 
contrary to his obey f and contrary to the true intent ant 
meaning of the ſaid act, the petitioners are not acquaintee 
with or privy to the ſame; and that the petitioners, willy: 
the feelings of injured, and the confidence of innocent, menen 
do ſupplicate from the Houſe a full and ſtrict enquiry iniq tie 
their conduct, offering themſelves to the heavieſt puniſhmen 
which the juſt indignation of this Houſe can inflict, if at) 


part of the ſaid charge; ſo far as regards them, can be. mad t 
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rſons, and moſt humbly requeſt, that they may be con- 
"pany as the rules of juſtice require, with their accuſers ; 
ud the petitioners, in order to facilitate the enquiry of this 
honourable Houſe, do wave the privilege of all accuſed per- 
bus, in not being compellable to anſwer ſuch queſtions as may 
giminate themſelves, and are ready, moſt chearfully, to give 
full and ſatisfaQtory anſwers to all interrogatories, without ex- 
eption, which this Houſe, or any Committee thereof, ſhall 
hink proper to propoſe to them; and that the petitioners re- 

ent to'this honourable Houſe, that the ſaid Commiſſioners 
if Trade are appointed, by the African act aforeſaid, ſu- 
weme judges and comptrollers in all caſes of abuſe or miſbe« 
kwiour in the African trade, with the fulleſt powers over the 
mmittee and all the ſervants of the Company, without ex- 
tion, and are authoriſed by the ſaid act, © to remove any of 
be faid Committee-men, or any ſervant appointed by them, 
ho ſhall be guilty of any miſbehaviour contrary to the true 
ment and meaning of the ſaid act;“ and, in order to enable 
be ſaid Commiſhoners of Trade to execute with effect the 
d truſts and powers, the petitioners, as members of that 
mmittee, are alſo directed, by the act aforeſaid, to give 
bd the ſaid Commiſſioners a juſt and perfect account of all 
heir tranſactions, once a * or oftener if thereunto 


bem, in which ſhall be contained an account of all the mo- 
ies received and diſburfed by the ſaid Committee, or their 
der; and alſo an account of all the orders and inſtructions 
wen by the ſaid Committee, as well to their officers and ſer- 
nts in Great Britain, as on the coaſt of Africa, and all the 
ers given thereto by the ſaid officers and ſervants em- 
byed by the ſaid Committee, and of all other matters and 
tings whatſoever, which ſhall be tranſacted by the ſaid Com- 
nee; and now the petitioners moſt humbly repreſent to 
8 honourable Houſe, that, if there be a foundation in truth 
the many and moſt groſs abuſes ſtated to be prevalent in 
management of the Company, by which the African 
ide is 


n in the hands of the Commrffioners themſelves; and the 
titioners humbly” conceive, that it is a moſt unwarrantable* 
beeeding-in the ſaid Commiſſioners, who are authoriſed by 
It of Parliament to judge the Committee-men, and to pu- 
nu them if delinquents, to omit the performance of this 
Vol, VII. EY duty, 


hy 


erted in the {aid return to be ſo much impaired and- 
angered, the means of redreſs and correction have always 


pod by the ſaid Commiſſioners of Trade, or by any other > 


- 
* 


quired by the ſaid Commiſhoners, or any three or more of 


— 
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mittee-man to appear before them, and ſhall, in caſe he at 
tends, hear the ſaid Committee-man, and upon his attendance 
or default, examine into the truth of the ſaid charge before 
they ſhall remove him from his employment as aforeſaid ;” 
but the petitioners repreſent to this honourable Houſe, that the 
Commiſhoners of Trade, inſtead of ſummoning and hearing 
the petitioners, and removing or acquitting them accordingte 
their deſerts, did, contrary to the true 1ntent and meaning 
of the ſaid. act, and to all the rules of equity and juſtice, in 
ſtitute of their own authority a ſecret inquiſition, and di 
privately examine Richard Camplin, ſecretary to the fai 
Committee, and did, without any warrant from law, as th, 
etitioners conceive, enjoin him to keep ſecret the matters or 
which he had been examined; which injunction the ſaid Ri 
chard Camplin did comply with, and refuſed to give the pe 
titioners any information thereof, although by his duty, as thi 
confidential ſervant of the African Company, he was bound 
to inform them of any accuſation or proceedings again 
them; and when the petitioners did repeatedly + of th 
Commiſſioners of Lrade, that they might have a copy of th 
ſaid report, or the heads thereof, the {aid Commiſſioners di 
abſolutely refuſe to comply with the ſaid juſt and reaſonad 
requeſt ; and that this method of proceeding is not only inju 
Tious to the petitioners, but tends to miſinform and miſguid 
this Houſe ; the order of this honourable- Houſe, is, to la 
before them a general ſtate of the trade to. Africa; the retut 
is a partial ſtate, relating only to that particular diftri 
which is under the management of the African Committee 
which, the petitioners aſſert, muſt tend to produce a fallaci 
ous and delufive ſtate of the ſaid brach of commerce; and ti 
petitioners moſt humbly conceive, that, even ſuppoſing th 
return did not contain matter tending to criminate any pet 
ſons in a public truſt, yet, as a mere ſtate of the trade, 
aught, to have been formed on ſome ſort of examinatian 
enquiry of the Committee-men, who are chiefly concerned! 
; 8 1 | „„ 48 
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the management of that trade; by declining this natural, ob- 


nous, and neceſſary enquiry, and by proceeding in a ſecret 
and ſurreptitious manner, the petitioners aſſert, and engage 


the African commerce, 1s laid before this Houſe ; for the 
petitioners affirm, that the faid trade, until the troubles in 
America had come to their height, was in a moſt flourith- 
ing and growing condition; and that, therefore, all cauſes 
mgned for its decay muſt, as ſuch, be improperly affigned, 
the effect itſelf not exiſting ; and that the petitioners do not 
afſert that, in ſuch a remote and complex object as the trade 
and ſettlements under the management of the African Com- 
mittee, no abuſes or errors whatſoever do now, or have at 
ny time prevailed ; but they do infiſt, that no abuſes have 
erer been complained of, and proved to them, to which they 


al authority did admit; and they moſt humbly ſubmit to the 
riidom and juſtice of this Houſe, the miſchievous conſe- 
quence inevitable to every adminiſtration of public affairs, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, if perſons ſhall be encouraged 
to paſs over the proper department for complaint and redreſs 
of grievances, and then to criminate, for a defect of ſuch re- 
dreſs, that office to which application has never been made; 
nnd the petitioners cannot avoid obſerving to this Houſe, 
ing that, in the vaſt multiplicity of abuſes, grievances, and miſ- 
managements, with which the ſaid return is filled, ſcarce one 
date, place, or perſon, is ſpecified, ſo as to enable 7 
toners to diſcover the delinquents (if any delinquents there 


d Commiſſioners of Trade thought proper to communicate to 
the Committee the names 6f the accuſers, or the particular 
ic ercumſtances of the accuſations, | by which alone the nature 
ae the charges could be aſcertained, or their credibility eſta- 
Vi dliſhed ; the petitioners therefore do moſt humbly and ear- 
teſtly implore the juſtice of this honourable Houſe, that, for 
beir preſent defence and future direction, the whole of the 
tyidenee on which the ſaid return has been founded, together 
with the names of thoſe who have witneſſed the ſaid ſeveral 
facts, be laid before this honourable Houſe, or be made 
otherwiſe acceſſible to the petitioners, as they find them- 
klves much injured, and the trade under their management 
greatly miſrepreſented, by the ſaid looſe and general charges; 
ind the petitioners, laſtly, beg leave to repreſent to this ho- 
nourable Houſe, that, inthe confuſed body of matter contained 


o prove, that a moſt erroneous as well as imperfect ſtate of 


have not given ſuch remedy as the caſe required, or their le- 


be) or to remove the abuſe (if any abuſe exiſts) nor have the 
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in the-faid return, ſeveral things are alledged as grievances, lt: 
which the petitioners have always apprehended, and do ſtill WW go 
conceive, to be ſtrictly legal; and other matters and practice i to 
are complained of, as detrimental to commerce, which the pe. Ml ict 
titioners apprehend to be extremely uſeful, if not neceſſary to Ml thi 
it; theſe laſt matters the petitioners do requeſt leave to late ¶ be 
at the bar of this honourable Houſe, moſt humbly defiring Wl wi 
the opinion of this Houſe on the merits of the ſame, being ff te 
determined to proceed in all things in the moſt exact con. il the 
formity to the ſenſe of this Houſe ; the petitioners therefore Ml ni 
bumbly pray, to be heard, by themſelves and their counſel, Mo: 
againft all charges directly or indirectly made againſt them, fei 
or againſt the general adminiſtration of the African Com- 
pany, in the ſaid return, as alſo to the ſtate of the ſaid trade, It. 
and to all other matters and things ſtated in the ſaid return, or ¶ me 
the papers thereto annexed, in order to obtain thereby the ¶ lik 
exculpation of their injured character, and ſuch other relief as Wi lar; 
this honourable Houſe in its wifdom ſhall think fit to give, vil 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the conſide- iff ber 


ration of a Committee of the whole Houſe. gra 
 Adjouracd to the 26th, ] 
| May 26. ar; 


In a committee of the whole Houſe on the ſervants tax MW 
bill, Sir Charles Bunbury began the debate by moving to add, ¶ mu 
after the word /ervants, the words, of fixteen years of age the 
and upwards.” In opening his motion, he ſaid, it was impoſ - uo 
fible to conſider of the taxes without turning his mind to the no 
occaſion of them. That the American war, though begun bop 
upon the juſteſt principles, was no longer juſtifiable in pru- Wan 
dence or in policy; chat he thought it neceſſary before the cr 
cloſe of the ſeſſion to declare his opinion upon this important] the! 
ſubject, left adminiſtration ſhould be miſled, and imagine 1 
that all thoſe who, like himſelf, had ſupported GovernmenzW me: 
in this unhappy conteſt, were of the declared and uncontra -: in 
dicted opinion of that honourable member, a brother coun- 
try gentleman, [Mr. Vyner] who, on the day the army 
was voted, had conjured the noble Lord [Lord North] i 
remember that Taxation was thg object of the war; that 
in hopes of forcing the Americans to contribute to the public 
burthen, he then voted for the large number of troops pro- 
poſed, and would give thirteen ſhillings in the pound, rathet 
than conſent to any peace, if that obſect was not obtained, 
L Sir, (ſaid Sir Charles) whoam, I flatter myſelf, as zealous 
friend to government and my country as the * gen- 

, e 
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teman, who have as high an opinion of the abilities and 
good intentions of the noble Lord at the head of adminiſtra- 
yon, do implore him, not to remember, but forget the ob- 
ect of the war; and being convinced, that a continuation of 
this diſaſtrous conteſt muſt be ruinous to Great Britain, do 
beſeech him to uſe that influence he ſo deſervedly poſſeſſes 
with his gracious Sovereign, to induce him to offer ſuch 
terms to the deluded Americans, as may regain not only 
their obedience, but affections; to intreat him to employ, his 
faithful ſervants, Sir William and Lord Howe, as ambaſſa- 
tors rather than warriors, as miniſters of peace, not as mini- 
lers of vengeance, | | 

Let the noble Lord indulge his own humane diſpoſition, as 
[truſt he will, in following this advice, he will not only 
meet with the zealous ſupport of an unimportant individual 
like myſelf, he will, I am confident, meet with that of a 
large majority of this Houſe 3 and what is ſtill more, he 
vill be gratified with the moſt pleaſing of all rewards to a li- 
beral mind, the heart-ifſuing applauſe of an approving and 
grateful nation, - | | 

I profeſs, I am not ſo ſanguine as to expect a revenue from 
a ravaged and impoveriſhed country; I am not fo obſtinate 
zs to perſiſt in playing a game, at which I am convinced 1 
muſt be a loſer; I am not ſo fine a gentleman, as to deſpiſe 
the vulgar adage, which tells us, It is folly to throw good 
money after bad; I am not, therefore, for ſquandering any 
more ſolid Britiſh guineas, with the doubtful and diſtant 
bope of hereafter obtaining ſome flimſy American paper; IL 
an not for laviſhing more millions in ſearch of a an; | 
. which perchance we never may be able to wring from - 
„„ 31-511 | PRE”... 
It is, indeed, Sir, a melancholy conſideration to thoſe gentle- 
men who many years ago voted for laying a duty on ſtamps 
in America, that in purſuit of that object, unhappily en- 
tered into, and fatally perſevered in, we are now on the eve of 
liberating on a bill for laying an additional duty on ſtamps 
la Great Britain. . 
It is a mortifying reflection to other gentlemen, who have 
been led to ſupport; this rutnous war, from an idea that the 
wnour and dignity of the country required it; that in at- 
empting to maintain national dignity, they are driven to 


the neceſſity of lowering the dignity of the individual man, 


and that by the propoſition of the noble Lord now — 
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that proud animal is made a taxable commodity, and reduced Ml ko 
to the humiliating level of ſalt, ſoap, and candles. on 


For man, in this oppreſſed ſtate, I ſtand up a feeble but b 

zealous advocate, and truſt, if he be not entitled to favour, 
he will at leaſt have the ſame meaſure of juſtice as his fellow- Ml po 
ſufterers, ſalt and candles; and that an ounce of him will na 
not be rated as high as a pound; in other words, that a boy Wa. 
will not pay the ſame tax as a man. ber 
I I cannot help conſidering this indiſcriminate taxation of eg 
men and boys, as owing to an inattention in the framers of na 
the bill, as it is directly contrary to the principle of almoſt ] 
every other tax bill, in which duties are levied in proportion {Wu 
to the value of the commodity, a principle founded in reaſon lf qu: 
and equity, and ſanctified by uiage. Not to annoy the be 
Houle with innumerable inſtances which might be brought Hud 
in ſupport of the doctrine I maintain, I only beg them to nat 
conſider the diſtinctions made the other day by the noble N eſt 
Lord when he ftated the new duties upon the different kinds bis 
of glaſs---the green, the crown, and the plate glaſs; the du- Mit. 
ties were proportioned to the value and the ſize- the mode Ml ber 
was univerſally approved, but I apprehend it would have Witt 
cauſed general aſtoniſhment if the noble Lord had propoſed if ti 
to lay an equal tax on the, magnificent plate glaſs which Nuit 
adorns the ſtately drawing-room of the faſhionable dame, ton 
and the little ſquare bit which in the ſervants? hall enables {Wrv 
her footman to tie his hag on. And yet this propoſition Huna) 
would not have been more inequitable than that now under Wy: 
confideration, whereby you are required to pay the ſame tax rv 
for a little urchin, and his lofty, able, and far more uſeful ¶ den 
parent. „ „ „ 
The boy is certainly an inferior and leſs valuable ſervant; ¶ at 
ke ought then to be taxed in proportion to his worth; that 
perſ3ns, who, from their circumſtances, or choice, are in- 
clined to take up with an inferior fervant may not be equally 
aſſeſſed with thoſe whoſe ample fortunes enable them to re- 
tain the moſt. accompliſhed. _ | 
A; taxes on inanimate things ſeem not to ſuffice, and as 
this devouring war. has already produced this tax upon man- 
kind; if it ſhould continue, which God avert !: it is probable Noery 
vou will have other duties propoſed on animated beings. If 
this ſhould be the caſe, and a ſtateſman was to offer to lay an 
equal tax on animals in an infant and in an adult ſtate, would 
you not be ſhacked with the glaring injuſtice of ſuch a propo- 
Btion? Would it not ſtrike au as inequitable and abſurd, 
ew 
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o levy the ſame duty on a lamb and a ſheep, a pig and a 
hog, a chicken and a fowl, a goſling and a goote? And 
ſurely it is equally unjuſt to make no diſtinction betwixt a 
boy and a- man! 

The noble Lord | Lord North] when he opened this pro- 
poſition, remarked, that the expenditure of every gentle- 
nan was a fair preſumptive proof of his income. In this, as 
general maxim, I will agree. He added, that the num- 

der of ſervants was a teft of his expenditure, and that, con- 
* WM quently, every perſon paying ſo much per head for his 
nale ſervants, would be taxed in proportion to his income. 
˖ In this additional argument there is much fallacy. The 
number of ſervants can never prove the expenditure ; it is the 
1 MW quantum of wages allowed to ſuch ſervants. If ten boys can 
e de kept for the fame ſum as five men, which (wages, board, 
t ud cloathing conſidered, I maintain they may) the gentle- 
o nan who keeps theſe ten boys is not richer (to judge by the 
e eſt propoſed by the noble Lord, that is, his expenditure) than 
s MW bis neighbour who keeps five men, and ought not conſequent- 
-yto pay a greater tax. It neceſſarily reſults, that the num- 
e ber of ſervants is no teſt of the expenditure; and I truſt the 
e ¶ diſtinction I have contended for, appears reaſonable, and that 
di the exigencies of the ſtate require us to lay a tax of one 
hk {Wgvinca per annum upon men ſervants, we ought in propor- 
e, ton to lay a tax of half a guinea per annum on every male 
ervant under the age of twenty-one. But as this regulation 
may occaſion more difficulty in the collection, and as the 
kying any tax upon youths under fixteen, who are of little 
ervice in families, may prevent their being taken into gen- 
lemen's houſes, as they now very frequently are, in com- 
3 to the indigent parents of ſuch poor boys, I propoſe 
that all male ſervants under ſixteen years of age ſhould be ex- 
empted from paying any tax; and in compaſſion to the ſtate 
(which is indeed an object of pity whilft this waſteful war 
continues) that thoſe of ſixteen years, and upwards, thould 
pay the full tax of one guinea per head, as if they were ar- 
nved at the age of one and twenty. ho | | 

Mr. Hynen ſpoke to the American war, and ſaid, that Mr, 7;new 
bongh he ſhould be convinced by Sir Charles Bunbury 
ble {Wiery readily, if he gave his opinion about a horſe, provided 

If We was fincere ; yet he was not perſuaded by him, or by what 
be had ſaid, to give up the American war, though he wiſhed 
o ſee an end of it; neither did he infiſt upon taxation as the! 
ade: of revenue; but if it could be got in the way of trade, a 
* 3 or 
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er in any other mode, it would ſatisfy him: but for the pre- 

ſent, till ſomething could be obtained, the war muſt be 1up. i « 

ported; and therefore he was againſt the motion, thinking 

the tax a very proper one, and the more ſo, as he believed p 

it would be a very productive one. it 

Rt. Hon. 7. Right Hon. T. Torunſbend ſaid, he was glad to find coun. Ml in 

Townſbend. try gentlemen coming to their fenſes ſo far, as to fee the fatal WW ju 

conſequences of this American war, which he was fure they u 

would do more and more; and that Mr. Vyner, though he Wn: 

Would not be perſuaded by any. arguments, would by his WM til 

feelings be induced to give up the war, as well as the cauſes if x 

- ofjt; but that he, as to the motion, was not convinced ſo Ml in 

far, as to approve of it, though he rejoiced at finding the ger 

ſentiments of gentlemen changed, which he believed would 5 

he the caſe more and more every day; that he rather liked vit 

the tax, eſpecially becauſe he thought it would be a produc-by 

uve tax. thir 

L4. rb. Lord North ſaid, he hoped the opinion would not prevail ſo ur- 

generally, that the tax on ſervants would be ſo productive; 

that he hoped it would anſwer the ſum it was taken for, but 

begged it might not be taken for granted, that a tax which 

was merely experimental would turn out ſo abundant. That 

as to the motion, he was againſt it, as it might affect the 

tax; nor did he ſee the analogy of the argument to the tax, 

for it went rather to the weighing boys, which perhaps dir 

Charles Bunbury might be uſed to, with lambs and chickens, 

and taxing them proportionably, than to exempt them; and 

chat as he thought they were taxable objects, and employed 

very much in a buſineſs that could well afford the tax, and 

was a proper object of it, he was againſt the motion. wear 

My Gorge Sir George Tenge begged leave to join iſſue (with Lord 

ange. North) in that part of the argument, which fixed the merit dude 

| of the queſtion upon the confideration of boys being taxableſite w 

objects. That it was not fair to the argument, to reſt it ſole-WM Th 

ty on the invidious part of the conſideration, which reſpected 

boys kept for horſes at Newmarket ; that he was no friend tor 

Newmarket, never was there, and never would be there foul 

the purpoſe of gaming or running horſes ; but he thought all 

that out of the queſtion. He thought the queſtion truly, ated, 

was, whether boys were taxable objects ? chat, to determine leſſec 

this, the ſenſe and ſpirit of the legiſlature ought to be con-outh, 

fulted, which upon no occafion had conſidered boys as public 

ebjeRs, on which the law ought to fall. That, in the com- 

xufkon of crimes, the very tender age took away guilt ; tha 
T 
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in all the militia laws, and the highway laws, children were 
exempted; that particularly in the parochial laws, children 
were deemed not their own maſters, nay, they were com- 
xelled to be bound as ſervants for their inſtruction; and that 
t was a contradiction to ſay in one law they muſt be ſervants, 
in a country where all ſervitude, with that of age, was vo- 
untary, and then by another law, to fay, they ſhould be 
taxed for being ſervants, - He therefore contended, the 
rere not taxable objects; that the law ſeemed to think ſg 
till twenty-four years of age, but this motion tended only te 
exempt them till ten. That he could not help rejoicing to 
fad country gentlemen growing tired of this war; that the 
ntleman, in particular, who ſaid he would not be per- 
ded by the other who made this motion, did yet agree 
rith him without being perſuaded, probably being forced 
by the nature of the thing; for he had once pledged: his 
ttirteen ſhillings in the pound for the expreſs purpoſe of 
taxation, but now confeſſed that would not do; that he 
yould not contend for it, but be contented with à reve- 
we obtained in the way of trade. If fo, could he forget 
that this. country had an ample revenue obtained in the way 
of trade before this unhappy war began, by. our regulations, 
dur reſtrictions, and our monopoly of the American trade; 
That, if ſo, this war was unneceſſary, it was unjuſt, and 
inpolitic, and we had been waſting our blood and treaſure 
yithout a cauſe, and that he left to thoſe who were ſtill for 
ſpporting it, to reconcile this contradictioun. 


h he might be thought to ſpeak partially, yet he onl 
— thai, that . Her ens. ee ow nog f 
re. He went on to reprobate thoſe arguments, and con- 
thded in reprobating the miniſter and his adherents, with 
be wilful diſmemberment of the empire. © 18% 2 
The Houſe divided; for the motion 17, againſt it 101. 
Then in the courſe of the bill explanations were called for; 
nd amendments made on argument, chiefly maintained by 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Baldwin, Sir James Pennyman, Sir George 
longe, and Mr. Townſhend; the latter, in particular, made 
Is motion, Provided always, that no ſuch duty ſhall bs 


neWleſſed,. raiſed, or levied, on any maſter or miſtreſs, being 


ouſholders, who ſhall keep one male ſervant, only.“ To 

ent any deficiency of the revenue by this exception, Mr. 
lownſhend further propoſed, to double the tax to be paid 
" maſters or miſtreſſes for men cooks, confectioners, valets 
Vol., VII. Ii Ez " 


Mr. Fax ſaid, he thought boys ought not to be taxed; Mr. Fox; 
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de chambre, and other ſuch ſervants kept for the purpoſes of 
loxary ; and likewiſe a tax upon places of public diverſion, 
Theſe were oppoſed by Lord North, Sir Grey Cooper, Mr. 
Cornwall, and Mr. yr The objections chiefly re- 
ſpected particular claſſes and deſcriptions, fuch as gardeners, Wl \ 
chairmen, game-keepers, &c. &c. &. Then Mr. Dunnigg WW, 
moved to except pariſh apprentices, and was ſeconded by Si fl ; 
George Yonge, which was agreed to, ſtinting the number of d 
apprentices to two. Sir George Yonge next oppoſed the G 
elauſes relative to the ſurveyors, with the power of ſurchary. 
ing, with a reward of a guinea a head for all ſurcharged, and 
not diſproved by the maſter or miſtrefs; and called for au 
explanation of the two clauſes of the bill, which ſeemed ol... 
contradict each other; one fixing the teſt of taxation on the ¶ ne 
lift to be given in by the maſter, the other clauſe fixing it Muti 
on the greateſt number of ſervants employed for fix months 
preceding Michaelmas next, which gave an operation to the 
act prior to its commencement. Sir. Grey Cooper, Mr, 
Cornwall, and Lord North, attempted to explain and recons 
eile this, but could not, owning it had eſcaped them, and de- 
fired it might be po till Wedneſday the 28th. Itw: 
ſo; and on the 28th, Lord North provided a remedy, by lea 
ving but the clauſes, and inſerting one which directed, That 
the Commiſſioners ſhould not meet to act till April 30, 1778, 
and the tax ſhould not be payable till Michaelmas, 1778. 
Thus the tax ſeems to ſtand over in ſuſpence for two yean 
Lord North then ſaid, he muſt inſiſt on the clauſe. of the 
' ſurveyors, with a reward of a guinea for ſurcharging... 
George Yonge faid, this was bribing the officer to be op 
five and vexatious ; that it was new, unneceſſary, and un 
juſt ; that the window tax acts, by the powers of which thi 
was to be executed, had no ſuch thing, and yet thoſe a0 HOuf 
were well executed; and there was no reaſon, why, by tl... 
ſame powers, this tax ſhould not be levied without this nei 
and dangerous precedent. He was ſupported by Mr. Bake 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Baldwin, and Mr. Townſhend. Ti 
Houſe 'divided---Negatived ; and then Sir George Yon! 
_ contended, that as the officer was thus to be rewarded for 
diligetice, he ought to be puniſhed for vexation, and mov: 
a clauſe for that purpoſe, which was agreed to. Mr. Po 
alſo moved a clauſe, that the ſurveyors ſhould not eni,,... 
houſes, out-houſes, or gardens, which was agreed to, fins n 
ſo che bill was gone through. . th 
N | * | | N 
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A. 1777. r 
In Committee on additional ſtamps, &c. No debate. 
| May 28. rp 

A petition of Gregory Olive, John Taylor Vaughan, 
» WH Arthur Jones, and James Bogle French, was preſented to 
e Houſe, and read, ſetting forth, that the petitioners are 
e che nine perſons annually choſen by the Company of Mer- 
k chants trading to Africa, conftituted by an act of the 23d of 
e George the Second, and are truſtees to receive, apply, and 
r count for, the monies granted by Parliament for ſupport 
(WY nd maintenance of the forts and ſettlements upon the coaſt 
VS of Africa, and to ſuperintend the conduct of that Company's 
o frvants, to whoſe care thoſe forts are committed, ſubject to 
e de controul of the Lords Commiſſioners for trade and plan- 
tions, who are by that act directed, upon complaint of 
ug n{bchaviour in any of the ſaid Committee, to examine into 
the cauſe of complaint, and, after hearing of the party in 
Jus defence, to diſmiſs him from his office if he ſhall appear 
tb have deſerved ſuch puniſhment ; and that, to the beſt of 
the petitioners? information, recollection, and belief, there 
has not been, from the time of that Company's being formed, 
ww twenty-ſeven years, a ſingle inſtance of the diſmiſſion 
of any of the Committee; nor has there been, for ſome 
way paſt, any complaint to them, of the behaviour of the 

mpany's ſervants; and the petitioners, conſcious of their 
wn integrity, and fully perſuaded of that of the reſt of 
the preſent Committee, take upon them to aver, not only 
tte whole are innocent, but have executed the functions 
f their office with the greateſt fidelity, and to the extent 
if their ability; notwithſtanding which, the petitioners 
lave the grief to obſerve, a paper has been laid before the 
houſe, intituled, A return made by the Lords Commiſ- 
boners for Trade and Plantations, to the honourable Houſe 
Commons, relating to the general ſtate of the trade to 
Africa, &c, &c.“ purporting, that the African Committee, 
ad other the faid Company's ſervants, have been guilty 
great malverſation and miſmanagement, without ſtating 
ther the names of the accuſers, or any circumſtances of the 
cuſations ſufficient to enable the perſons alſo indiſcriminate- 
f accuſed to manifeſt their innocence ; and the petitioners 

Wiprehend themſelves bound to obſerve, the ſaid return con- 
ns many matters, ſtated as abuſes, which are not ſo; and 
„the mode of enquiry, adopted by the Lords Commiſ- 
ers for Trade and Plantations, has been very unuſual, 
#3 3 and, 
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and, as the petitioners conceive, highly unwarrantable; the 
Committee having been refuſed to be heard, either in expla- 
nation or defence, touching the allegations in the ſaid re. 
turn; their ſecretary, attending with their books aud papers 
by their orders, having been enjoined ſecrecy by the faid 
Lords Commiſſioners in this matter of public enquiry ; and 
the whole evidence on which the ſaid return ſtands founded 
having been taken in private, and remaining concealed ; and 
the petitioners are further impelled, by deſire of performing 
their duty, to aver the direct tendency of the ſaid return 1 
to miſinform, miſrepreſent, and miſlead, all which they at- 
tribute to the Committee not having been permitted to con- 
front the accuſers, nor examined in reply to the accuſations; 
and therefore praying the Houſe will order the whole of the 
evidence taken by the Lords Commiſhoners for Trade and 
Plantations, in the courſe of this enquiry, may be produced, an 
and made acceſſible to the petitioners ; and that they may be 
heard, by themſelves or counſel, at the bar of the Hou 
concerning the ſame and the ſaid return, on the part of them. 
ſelves and the reſt of the Committee of the Company of mer 
chants trading to Africa, 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the conſide 
ration of a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Mr. Luttrell, who was himſelf the original mover of th hay 
conſideration of this return from the Board of Trade, now that 
role to object to the ſpeaker leaving the chair; apprehenfiv 
leſt, by a long train of crimination and defence of the partie bei 
therein charged, which _ perhaps take up the few day bon. 
that remained for public buſineſs, the main object of the le bi. 


giſlature, the general ſtate of the African trade, would ig 


totally loſt fight of for the preſent ſeſſion. Mr. LuttrelWhays 
ſtrongly reprehended the Commiſſioners of Trade and Plan fon 
tations for bringing in an abſtracted, partial report relative ti 
ſcarce one-fourth part of the whole African commerce, (con 
ſidering either extent of territory and coaſt, or preſent em 
turns of profit) when the addreſs from Parliament to this « 
Crown, for an enquiry into the trade of Africa altogether 
was as clear and peremptory as the Engliſh language covighſo ca. 


expreſs. He was indeed of opinion, that, with ſuch ftrongiralt 
charges againſt the gentlemen of the committee, individuall ior t 


on the part of a public board, and ſome of which gentleme 
he knew bore in the world a character perfectly reipectablalſ 
(one of them an hanourable member of that Houle) theWorme 
gught, in juſtice and in humanity, to be fully heard 16.9 le je: 

CES O efence 


defence; but he could only conſider that defence as a ſecon- 
dary object with Parliament, and as ſuch was ready to give 
it all due attention. The primary object, a moſt. neceſſary 
ud effential one at this juncture, was the preſervation and 
improvement of the African trade. | 
0 The African trade is certainly a matter of the firſt impor- 
a fance to Great Britain; and not become the leſs ſo from the 
d decline of our commerce in every other quarter of the globe. 
oo When he reflected how eſſential it was to our national reve- 
x8 ove, to the ſale of many articles of our Indian imports and 
MM home manufactures, to our mercantile navigation and naval 
-F power, and to the exiſtence of our American iſlands, he 
could not but expreſs his aſtoniſhment, that the miniſters 
ol ſhould not much earlier than the preſent day have made it a 
buſineſs for their moſt ſerious attention and care, Govern- 
ment, to have left the trade of Africa in the condition it has 
been for ſome years paſt, he conſidered not only unwiſe but 
unpardonable. He begged the indulgence and patience of 
the Houſe, while he took as conciſe a view of the general 
ſtate of our commerce to that part of the world, as the nature 
of ſo diffuſe a ſubject would admit of. He ſhould be led to 
touch on many groſs errors among perſons in power, and 
much ſtate impoliey, as well as abuſes of individuals, which 
have conſpired to bring your traffic with the natives along 
that immenſe ſtretch of coaſt, to its preſent diſadvantageous 
and ruinous ſituation. He would then humbly ſubmit to 
their conſideration an idea or two which aroſe in his mind, 
towards re-eſtabliſhing our commerce in thoſe parts, and 
which, .in all probability, might tend to give it new life and 
nigour. The Britiſh trade in Africa, (following the many 
pays and headlands) extends near ooo of our miles, viz, 
from Port Sallee in South Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope. 
The firſt trade worth mentioning, carried on with thoſe peo- 
ple, was in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; anno 1587, a 
company was eſtabliſhed to Senegal and Gambia, with vari- \ 
dus excluſive privileges; under James i, Charles I. and du- 
ing the protectorate, merchants adventurers were eneouraged 
Þ carry on an open and general trade; and many perſons. of 
txalted rank and character had ſpecific and excluſive 
lor the Guinea countries; a fort was ere&ed at Corman- 
tine, on the gold coaſt, and another on the Gambia river. 
don after the reſtoration, a royal African company was 
med ; his Highneſs the Duke of Vork being governor : but 
e jealouſies, inſults, and depredations of the Dutch greatly 
PE 4 
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injured thoſe new projectors, and in no trifling degree contri. 
buted towards our firſt naval rupture with the United Pro- 
vinces. De Ruyter, and other active ſea commanders of 
that republic, demoliſhed our forts and ſettlements, and 
committed hoſtilities of ſuch weight and conſequence, that 
the ſucceeding peace in 1667, afforded but little relief to our 
traders; ſo that when the ſecond war was declared againſt 
Holland in 1672, the then joint-ſtock company, with ex- 
treme readineſs, relinquiſhed and aſſigned over their rights 
and poſſeſſions, to a new, royal, African ſociety of mer- 
chants adventurers, who were alſo under the Duke of York 
in character of their governor. In 1699, Parliament laid 
open the African trade to Britiſh ſubjeQs univerſally. The 
laſt royal African company being under great difficulties, in 
the year 1730, 10, oool. was allowed by the legiſlature to- 
wards ſupporting the forts and factories. In 1949, and the 
two following years, fatisfaQtion _ made to the royal 
African company, their forts and effects were veſted by 
Parliament in a company of free traders to Africa, under 
the direCtion of a committee, from Port Sallee to the Cape 
of Good Hope, open to all Britiſh ſubje&s ; but that part of 
the weſtern coaſt which hes between Cape Blanco 01 Cape 
Rouge, is, by an Act of Parliament paſſed in 1765, veſted 
in the Crown; and from Cape Rouge to the Cape of Good 
Hope, where there are forts, remains under the committee, 
the members of which are not ſuffered by law to trade in their 
joint capacity, neither ought they, directly or indirectly, in 
their diſtinct capacity. Three of the nine committee- me 
are choſen for London, three for Briſtol, and three for Li- 
verpool ; the only towns that have a trade to that part of thi 
world, excepting Lancaſter---comparatively with the reſt 
ſcarce worth noticing. The act of 1749 requires theſe com- 
mittee-men to be choſen annually by perſons trading, or 1n 
tending to trade to Africa. Forty ſhillings is the qualifica 
tion neceſſary by that act to capacitate a freeman to vote 
Through indirect artifices, and venal influence, the real and 
ſubſtantial African traders are deprived of an effective choice 
The choice depends on the occaſional ſuffrages of certain cor 
rupt perſons, and needy hirelings. Hence, in 1772, no fewel 
than 1425 names were on the regiſter of freemen of the Lon 
don trade to Africa, ſcarce one hundred of which had eve; 
been intereſted in any African ſhip or African commodity WW 
and not fifty of that hundred were actually in the leaſt ſhapt 
concerned in the African trade at the time of voting. 
; 0 1771 
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1171, 194 freemen were added to the liſt in one day, many 
of whom were members of Parliament, others were Eaſt- 
India directors, not a few tavern-kcepers, ſhoe-makers, but- 
chers, barbers, lamplighters, paſtry-cooks, perſons under 
ige, and perſons without any known refidence or occupa- 
ton a moſt fingular and curious medley of commercial ad- 
I venturers! The trade of the ivory and gold coaſts, which 
z more immediately the object of the committee's admini- 
tration, has very much decreaſed of late years, while the 
general trade of Africa, ſouth of the gold coaſt, has exceed- 
ugly flouriſhed ; and about the commencement of the pre- 
kent King's reign, and till the year 1771, (incluſtve) impro- 
ed to a prodigious amount. The African trade gave about 
that time to Great-Britain 2,000,000]. ſterling per an- 
num, employed 50,000 ton of ſhipping communibus anns, 
and farnihed your colonies with 40,000 labourers: from 
188735 w 173, from the gold coaſt, at an average, were 
y hipped uy 13,000 Negroes ; and in 1752, Liverpool 
ent 32 lar ips to the gold coaſt, of 58, from that port, 
ltted out for the whole African trade, and thoſe 32 ſhips got 
$232 Negroes. . In 1971, when our trade to Africa was in 
de greateſt height of its proſperity, inſomuch that 195 veſ- 
els were employed in it from Great Britain, beſides between 
o and 70 from the continent of North America, although 
Liverpool alone counted no.fewer than 106 of the number, 
vly 14 could be ſupplicd at the gold coaſt, and thoſe 14 pro- 
wred but 3400 ſlaves. Six thouſand ſlaves is the utmoſt 
alculation of what we now purchaſe annually on the gold 
alt, excluſive of the Benin and Callabar Negroes, who are 
tequently moved towards the north-weſt to enhance their 
ue. The quantity of gold brought home to England in 
de time of the royal African company, amounted to near 
alf a million ſterling per aunum, reckoning from 120 to 
150,000 ounces ; an article, which now is ſo far from bei 
noduQtive, that you are obliged to carry gold to the African 
larkets, And your ivory trade is likewiſe gone to nothing. 
11749, at the eſtabliſhment of the. committee, gold was 
Wmated under 42 ſhillings per ounce on the coaſt ; it is now 
Wye double that value. An able male Anamaboe- ſlave was 
d at between g and 10 l. ſterling, and ſold in the Britiſh 
eſt-Indies for 29 or 3ol. ſterling. Laſt year a Negro of the 
e deſcription came, at firſt coſt, to 271. 18s. and fetched 
We the iſland of Jamaica, 68 or 6gl. currency, (near gol. 
ling.) On the gold coaſt are 11 forts, (between Cape 
: Apo- 


Apolonia and the river Lagos) three of which are, in the 
opinion of many intelligent perſons, utterly unneceſſary, ex- 
cept as marks of poſſeſſion, and two have hitherto moſt fre- 
quently proved hurtful to your commerce; 1 3,200. per an- 
num has been uſually granted by Parliament for ſeveral years 
paſt, and often 18, oool. to ſupport theſe forts, which til 
remain, according to the laſt account given in by Captain 
Cornwallis, in a very ruinous, filthy, and indefenſible ſtate, 
having, ſome of them, neither artillery nor ammunition, 
though their maintenance has coſt the nation fince the diſſo- 
lution of the laſt joint-ſtock company, more than 360,000], 
ſterling. Inſtead of drawing. awe and reſpect from the na- 
tives and rival ſtates of Europe, who have garriſons and fac- 
tories within gunſhot of yours, they only attract inſult and 
ridicule, They have chiefly been uſed as warehouſes for they. 
very worſt ſpecies of monopoly---a monopoly carried on by 
public ſervants under the colour of legiſlative authority, and 
rather for the deſtruction than for the protection and ſafeguar 
of the free Britih trader. I am confidently aſſured, that the 
expenditure of little more than 10001. fterling per annum 
for each fort one with another, amounting to between: 7 and 
80001]. for the only forts of real neceſſity or local ftrengt 
would be amply ſufficient, according to their preſent ſcale o 
magnitude and eſtabliſiment. I am difinclined to adyar 
any more money to be veſted in goods, and diſpoſed of at ti 
diſcretion of theſe monopoliſts, and to encourage the lik... 
abuſes. They were not warranted in an anticipation of th 
annual gift of Parliament, which indeed ought to have 
put in another channel long ago, unleſs a more fatisfattorlp 
account could have been produced of prior expenditures. I bn 
ſervants of the committee pretend to have an out- ſtandin 
demand on a balance of ſcarcely leſs by this time than 20,0008]; is 
ſterling ; if you remit the money they are now folicitous thy... 
obtain, we can eaſily conceive to what purpoſes it will ts. 
lied ; not a ſhilling to the forts- and ſettlements. T Ifers 
African committee, Funderfand by the committee, the dif, 1. 
rectors in general of the African trade, where there ha th 
been any forts for theſe laſt fix and twenty years, not mea 
ing to criminate, nor to exculpate the preſent gentlemen ii 
Gyidually, whoſe conduct remains for trial, in conſequenit hs 
of the preſent report upon your table) I ſay, Sir, the Affen re 
can committees have acted contrary to the truſt repoſed WW b 
them, they have been certainly abettors of the guilt, if 0 


prin a muck: 
ineipals in it; have miſconſtrued the import And. ſpirit uch 


well 2 
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te act, which was however very abſurdly werded - they 


lametrically contrary to the real intereſt of the nation, and 
xarly annihilated your trade; neither can ſo deſtructive a 
tem of folly and miſmanagement be too ſoon aboliſned. 
[ſhould humbiy preſume that, the beſt policy we ean now 
knſc at the end of a ſeſſion, will be to admit a preparatory 
mation toward annulllng next year the act of 1749, and 
kioging a new. bill into Parliament, for conſtituting the, 


r it as humane and equitable as the nature of the traffic will 
low of towards the natives of the country, advantageous to 
* Britiſn adventurer, tending to the proſperity of your 
meral- commerce, and to the ſupport and benefit of 22 
Felt-India Iſlands. For my own part, (with all due defe- 
(ce to ſuperior talents and authority) I conceive it will be 
und the moſt eligible meaſure tocreate and eſtabliſn two di- 
n# companies trading on a joint ſtock : one company for 
inorthern nations, and diſtricts, who chiefly follow the 
omedan profeſſion, and ſpeak certain Moriſean dialects, 
myed from the Arabic language, and who occupy an extent 
ſedaſt of about 2000 miles; reaching from Port üs tg the 
r of St. Paul. The other company of traders, to begin 
m the ſaid river of St. Paul, and extend to the river Lagos, 
neh takes in all the Ivory and Gold Coaſt, and includes the 
uthermoſt of our forts at Widah: this might be made per- 
the richeſt and moſt important part of your trade with 

Inca, and runs nearly from weſt to eaſt 2000 miles, the 
Kof that continent comprehending Bonny, both Calabars, 

lower Guinea in general, and away to the Cape, that is 

vards of 4000 miles further, Þ would leave entirely open 

i is at preſent. By this policy there would ariſe A zealous 
ulation; between two Companies, and the open trade to the 

atbward miglit ſtimulate each to the moſt active exertion, 

ſerve as a check to either, or to both conjointly, ſo as to 
their dealings within limits of reaſonable gain. I am 

ar that true policy will direct us either to à mode of re- 


nterprizers, from one extremity of the vaſt African conti 
it to the other. But, from the preſent ſtate of the Nor- 


dell as national encouragement and ſupport, can reſtore 
Vox. VII. as Ke ITY WY 


have perverted the true intent of the legiſlatures have acted 


ncan trade on better principles of ꝓolicy, ſuch as may ren- 


m regions and countries of Upper Guinea, as well politi- 


2 8 7 5 conſidered 3 clear: 1/arn.that nothing 
much labour and induſtry, and great collective reſources, = 
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or Afriesh wude de airy degree of value. I think thay 
rhe would, eenſtitutiphalty confidered, be much ſafer, muc 
berrer ecksee for the public intereſt, were it under the go- 
vernatiee of 4 Company trading with joint funds, than under 
the Corbrwiffioners of DE Tr ate — Plantations, or either de 
cretury of fate. I can't allow that have at all improved 
of &tstided your trade in the — quarter. Hereto 
fore we hat ſtations and wrrehouſes, and open COMMUnica 
tons for a variety of traffic 600 miles up the Gambia river 
witk no less than 17 regular factories: They fell n! 
laſt Royal African Ern pany, and I cannot learn that ; 
one bf "them has been recovered by the care of the Miniſt 
of the Crown, The trade of is far from tha 
ſtate in whith'ir out to be at this day, after coſting be m 
tion, i ies civil and military eſtabliſnment, extras, ordnance 
Ec. Ne. ſince 1766, near 280,000; ſterling. In the Gole 
Coaſt country; and the interior of thoſe: regions, you hadi 
e roads df communication from 4 tu 70 miles i 
1 chieſty ct through thick woods: and:defiles ;z- the 
r6ads' Were five in number: and at the end of rd 
2 of ahout ten or twelve jeugues) were: ftore-rc 
. Weuſes of d und re feſhment, and Britiſh colours 
Tiste are nom Toft; choaked up, the buildings, deſer 
in Tbinb, the imtencourſe between Europeans and the * 
wude aten end, dbſtaeles RA —— ontinut 
wats that have prevailed :for. years tween 1 
Corfcdtrate to ntar the — = Sovereign P 9 thy 
of the- interior nations, (mars. which have been at tim 15 
t65; Hot. a little promoted amb a ed by mne miſcondiſ ; 
and Had. policy of Deteh and Engbiſn agrats, and ſettleqſ uh 
Hive Hisüght the African trade in fucli jrapardy, that't 
thing Hur a capital 1 moos -anplayed for putiiſ | 
n our power: 
art ekore 0 ä chearſt 
& ge Rand Un ihatul with you to. open tho trade with the Aff - | 
enn, for td Mutunl benefit of all parties, can avail: int 
Pfteſent tate of things.” Some geutlemen may, inder obe 
d thi6Hſlaverrade inc intumme and/impiousg; banker c — 
iter chat, i our colbhits au t be maintingd and cuft wan 
which edh bnty be dome by! African negfocs, it. is filrcly HH Cr 
er des ſhpply: orfcbves wich choſe labonrers im drnidf bf den 
don chan purchafe them tnugh the medium of Freu 
Dich vr Banifti facturs; the, numbers maſt nevutally mi . 
deaſiae,"45 you wore de truſd merely e eee 
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by means of a central government, acting with energy and 
diſpatch to its ſeveral extremities, and where no extraneous, 
coercive power is allowed to operate in the intercourſes of 
dommerce between nation àtid nation, excepting by ſecreta- 
ries of ſtate, ambaſſadors, conſuls, &c. the. caſe is very dif- 
ferent ; but, in the dealings of Britain on commercial prin- 
ciples with the numberleſs ſavage nations of Africa, there is 
3a er no neect of the interpoſition of the Miniſters of 
the Crown, further than as public guardians of your rights 
Err ts enmity and encroachments of other Europet 
ſtates trading in rivalry, and to cover your navigation on the 
tight ſeas. Let us now ſee how far our preſent Miniſters have 
fulfilled or neglected theſe obligations. The fort of Albreds, 
on the river Gambia, became ours by the treaty of Paris'ih 
1 „ hen all the dependencies of Senegal were ceded'ts 
Gredr' Britain; a right in us which I will undertake to prove 
cleatly to che Houſe; if the fact be denied; the French have 
been ſuffered to continue in poſſeſſion of it, and from thence 
carfy*bn a very beneficial commerce. In 1772, à veſſel 
ſailed from Albreda on French account, with a more valuable 
cargo on board than any Engliſh ſhip has ever been freighted 
ATE The Dutch (it appears by the report now in the 
;Houfe) impede by violence your trade with the Portugueſe; 
and theſe good friends and allies of yours, the Portugueſe, 
'are* continually confiſcating your ſhips and cargoes when 
"they touch at their ſettlements. In 1773, the Adventure 
loop, Capt. Windſor, put in near Zinging Shore, with a 
*Hgnal of diftreſs flying, and four feet water in the hold: he 
had leave to take out his goods, and ſtop the leak; hut im- 
mediately on the ſeamen landing, they were ſeized and put 
into a dungeon, where one or two died through extreme ill 
uſage; the reſt were indeed ſome time after ſent to Gambia; 
but the effects of the owners, worth upwards of 2000l. were 


irrecoverably loſt. A ſtill more glaring: outrage from tlie 


' fame quarter has recently happened to one of his Majeſty's 
"veſſels of war, commiffioned by our Commander in Chief on 
that ſtation. She had ceafion to touch at a Portugueſe ſet- 
 tlement, where ſhe was täten poſſeſfion of, and all her eren 
impriſoned ; the Captain, who (as underſtand) became ap- 
pointed to that poſt from being firſt Lieutenant of his Majeſty's 
frigate the Pallas, is fately atrived in England from Liſbon, 
but the men are ſtill priſoners in Afrieu. This is rather 
" a worſe Rory, taking all its cicrumſtanes, than the late cap- 
kurt of the rü by the Spintards, Tig e 
888 pi {fo Ga os POPE 4 
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that the pretext was fimilar, She alſo was miſtaken for an 
American privateer. But to draw towards a coneluſion, af- 


ter troubling the Houle ſo long, let me urge it as the imme 
diate duty of parliament, to take ſome ſteps towards the ad- 
rancement of the general trade to Africa, which may, with 
proper care, fave the debris of this once mighty empire, when 


America ſhall be no longer ours. If the project of two 


may not only be exonerated of further annual charges ufuall 


their ſervarits. At all events, I ſhall beg leave to offer this 
notion, founded on precedent ; and, in my mind, the only 
lutiry project that can be adopted before the approaching 


n the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, it can eventually impede 


tadily wave a diviſion upon it till that trial is over. 


e Mr. Luttrell then ſtated his intended motion, which was 
3 {Wb addreſs his Majeſty, © to direct the Board of Trade and 
„atations to conſider all ſuch plans and propoſitions that may 


u the courſe of the ſummer be laid before them, by the 
herchants trading to Africa, for the better ſupporting the 
brts, and for preſerving, improving, and extending the gene- 


Companies, as T before ſtated, ſhould hereafter be approved 
of, perhaps our Niniſters, by making over the caſtle, ſlaves, 
forts, ſettlements,” and effects, (which belong to the public) 


ffovided for by parliament, but may bargain for the full dit- 
dirge of the (preſent arrear of debt to the Committee and 


rogatio of parliament: however, if by being introduced 


i diſcuffion of the crimes alledged againſt the Members of 
he preſent African Committee, I ſhall in juſtice to them, 


il trade to Africa from Port Sallee, in South Barbary, to the 
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ie of Good Hope; and to report early in the next ſeſſion, 

ut he Houſe, fuch propoſal or plan as the ſaid Commiffioners 

en find moſt proper to anſwer the aforeſaid purpoſes.” 

1; Mr. Vyner aroſe, and ſpoke in high terms of commendation Mr. Vyrer. 


h the foregoing copious and authentic repreſentation of the 
Miſh trade to Africa, but approved of goidg immediately 
ito a committee upon the report and petitions - delivered in, 
d received by the Houſe. He ſaid, when that part of the 
qury'was ended, he ſhould be happy to ſecond Mr. Lut- 


ral ſupport. +. 


eral, as ſtated by Mr. Euttrell: Mr. Gaſcoyne. deelared 

nad himſelf for many years paſt, made this unfaſhionable 

pc one of the pricipal objects of his diſpaſſignate ſtudy and 
7 ER # purſuit, 


Al's motion, and did not doubt but it would meet with ge- 


Mr. Famber Gaſceynt, though a Lord of Trade, bore teſti- Mr. Bamber 
My to the correttneſs of the ſtate of the African affairs in Caſcenne. 
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purſuit. And aſſured the Houſe, he would undertake to bring 
every article of the charges contained in the report before 
the Houſe, home to the committee-men. - | | 
Mr. Burke replied ſhortly, but pointedly, to Mr. Gaf. 
coyne; and Mr, Devaynes ſaid a few words in his own cx. 
culpation, as a member. of the African committee; when 
the petition on behalf of the ſaid African committee, to be 
heard at the bar by counſel, was read, and the counſel callei 
1n. 1525 9 
The return of the Board of Trade was read, ſtating in ſub- 
Nance, That application having been made to the Board of 
Trade from ſeveral perſons trading to the coaſt of Aﬀric; 
application was made to the noble Lord who preſides at thy 
head of the American department, who, after ſome day 
conſideration, referred the contents and fats. ſtated in ſai 
none to the Board. The report then proceeds to ſtat 
e proceedings of the Board of Trade, from early in ti 
month of February till the month of April, ineluſive. 
which it appeared, that Mr. Gaſcoigne, Mr. Greville, 4 
Mr. Keene, principally attended. Each day's deliberatic 
4 of the Board, the perſons who compoſed it, the names of it 
witneſſes examined, and the time to which they adjourned 
are ſpeciſically mentioned. The moſt ſtriking facts that af 
peared, or were given in evidence to the Board, were to! 
Flowing effect : > 5:7 10> vc 
That the African trade was conſiderably;diminiſhed f 
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even the year 1749 3 but more particularly ſo within the l 83 
eight or ten years. The nutaber of ſailors, tons of thippiniff 2, 
and ſuppoſed value, were enumerated, to prove the diminutiq 
Several cauſes were ſtated, as effecting this alarming e Sl 
creaſe ; ſuch as the power of the governors of the forts Bi pie. 
under officers and dependants ; the interference of the peo . 1. 
of America, who carried on a direct trade on their own a  » 
count; the purchaſing great quantities of s for the Af ven 
can market in Holland, and from the Dutch governor BY x, : 
- the neighbouring ſettlements ; the increaſed price of Ind; 

groes and gold duſt; the increated value of piece goods; i x, 
- the partial, oppreſſive, and intereſted condudt of the go f 
nors, and other people in power on the coaſt, and; 
Iso prove the injury. the forts and governors were to toba 
trade io Africa, the evidenoe of ſeveral perſons was 198 |... 
-whichſhewed, that cargots were eaſter procured, comm mn 
ties cheaper purchaſed, and freight more ſpeedily got, "iſ de 


| raptains flaved and parte rod for themſelves, without a0 vr 
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{ance or prateftion from the forts or governors. The go- 
yernors . being all traders on their own account, or factors 
for their principals here, monopolized every thing in their 
yeſpective. neighbourboods ; and conſequently fixed the mar- 
ker, and ſer the price at their pleafure. On the other hand, 
if the captains complained of any bad treatment, and ſought 
redreſs, the black merchants, and thoſe who aſſiſted them, 
being generally the direct aggreſſors or inftigatars of all out- 
nitted on Britiſh ſubjects; and being, in fact, the 
treants or agents of the governors, the parties aggrieved were 
ſure to be denied any redreſs... Nay, indeed, where no go- 
vernor or viſihle protection was at hand, the Britiſh ſubjects 
yere generally much readier and more completely redreſſed; 
zd if the black merchants were willing to trade on their own 
account, they could not do it; the ſtock they traded with be- 
bugs always: to the governor; and if they buy two flaves, 
te money or value: with which they. are purchaſed, is gene- 
mlly advanced by the governor, or ſome perſan employed 
under bim or the company. 41% In 
Numerons circumſtances appeared in the report relative to 
the ot parati ve value of gold and clephants? teeth, the low 
price of: pitoe (goods, the difficulty of getting ſlaves in ex- 
change for 'commodities, and à great variety of other in- 
ſtances, every / one of which almoſt Was attributed to the 
abufes'which have ariſen in the civil government. 
In this detail, the particular advantages of purchaſing 
faves with; gold, in preference to goods, was inſiſted upon 


z a very great grieyance, and very, hurtful to tlie trade ta 


that country, to individuals, and to the nation at large. 


Slaves were generally purchaſed formerly at ten pounds a- 


piece upon an average, male and fomale; whereas now their 


Value was dearty double. 


Narratives were like wiſe given, of fhips ſailing from Li- 
verpoot and London to Rotterdam, and other ports of Hol- 
land, chere baking in the greater part of their lading, Eaft- 
India and other gouds, and trafficking with them, inſtead of 
Engliſh, Eaſt- India, or Mancheſter goods, af ſimilar fabric. 
Proofs were given of ſhips trading directly from Virginia, 
and other pauts of America, and diſpofing of their cargoes, 
tobaccos and other commodities, the produce of that coun+ 
try, an the rh t, and. in return purchaſing; ſlaves, and re- 
urning whence they came, under the ſufferance, or rather 
te Open: toleration of the governors and other ſubordinate 
„ 1. 59h! ooo noi lar nous ih 
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When the reading of the report was finiſhed, ſeveral wit. 


neiles were called to the bar and examined, which produced 
a perpetual ſcene of attack and defence by the contending 


parties, till three quarters after twelve o'clock, hen a mo- 
ion was made to adjourn to the goth. Put 755 4 


May 20 


Sir Henry Houghton, chairman of the African eommitteę, 


reported the reſolutions of the committee, vis. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the words following, in the return from the Commiſſioners 
for Trade and Plantations, namely, That a private trade, 


directly tending to a monopoly, hath. been ſet up and eſta- 


bliſhed by the governors and chiefs of the forts in Africa; 
and that this private trade, ſo injurious to the intereſts of 
the public, hath been carried on by them in conjunction with 
perſons at home; ſome one or more of whom have, at the 
fame time, been members of the committee above mention- 
ed,” do not relate to any of the nine members who conſtitute 
the preſent committee of merchants trading to Africa. 
Reſolved, That (it appearing to this committee, as well 
from the return of the Commiſſioners: for Trade and Planta- 
tions, as from the evidence produced. in ſupport thereof, 
that ſeveral abuſes are alledged to prevail in the manner of 
carrying on the trade of the gold coaſt and Whydah) it is 
the opinion of this committee, that the ſame may deſerve 
the attention and future conſideration of Parliament. 
The ſaid reſolutions being read a fecond time, were 
agiert to hy the Housi 
I ASonrned co June mu f %. 
) ö;—i 2+ rr oil 79h 
Mr. Luterell again roſe oi the ſubject of the African trade, 
He reprehended the minſters in vehement terms for not ha- 
viag fulfilled the deſire of Parliament, and his Majeſty's in- 
ſtruct ons for inveſtigating the general trade to Africa, and 
for breaking up the committee of the Houſe on the preceding 
debate on this ſubject, in ſo haſty, unparliamentary, and in- 


eri 
in 1 


decent a manner. He ſaid, that if the communications were 


again” opened by the Nigris, (or Gambia river) to the mouth 
of the Nile, perhaps we might one day or other return to 
the neighbouring regions, now in a rude and ſavage ſtate of 
in culture, thoſe ſciences, thoſe arts, and. models of refined 


taſte, which we, Britain, originally attained from thence, 


either through the ſchools of Greece and Rome, or, perhaps 
fill more immediate, as ſome of the beſt accredited Englith 
«1 3 _ hiſtorians 
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hiſtoriahs affirm, who derive the fitſt ſtock of Gur anceſtors 
from the coaſts of Egypt, or neighbouring cities of Phœni- 
tia; that, when tlioſe pt ople firſt traded to the weſtern parts 


of this iſland, they were (like us at the preſent day) ,in the 


full height of luxury and commercial policy; the firſt cha- 
rafters among the antients cultivated their godlike talents in 
thoſe climes ; Homet; Pythagoras, Archimedes, the divine 
maſters of poeſy, philoſophy, architecture, and phyſics, 
owed more to the lights of Egypt than to thoſe of Tonia, or 


the Peloponeſe. In thoſe ages let us view the ftate in which 


they found us Britons ; we were full as barbarous as we now 


fee the moſt diſguſting figures among them; we qwelt in huts 


inade of mud arid the boughs of trees, went ſtark naked, all 
to the ſkin of ſome wild beaſt knotted round the waiſt ; we 
beſweared and lacquered our carcaſes with greaſe and various 


bolours 3 and, like them at this day, inhumanly butchered 


our captives indiſcriminately, ſacrificing our chief priſoners 
in a ſolemn and ſacred pageant at the altar of the idol of Vic- 
tory. Mr. Luttrell urged, that the conſumption, at future 
periods, of our commodities among the Africans could no 
more be aſtertained-or limited in reaſon, by what the ſeve- 
tal natives of that quarter of the world now require for their 
3 fimple and incomtnunicate ſtile of living, paxticulat- 
I in the Mahotnmedan countries north of the river Gambia; 
than the demands in trade of the natives of Great Britain for 
ſubſequent, could have been entertained by the firſt Tyrian 
navigators arid adventurers who brought hither their _ 
bus and valuable commodities, to exchange them with the 
miners of Corhwall for tin. Mr. Luttrell added, that he 
could but confide this buſineſs on both ſides, to be ſome- 
what ſimilar to the altercation between Peachum and Lockit 


in the play of the Beggir's Opera, the committee for the gold 


coaſt, and the miniſters for Senegambia, ſaw the ill conſe- 
quences if they neglected to ſmother all further public en- 
quiry, and ſhook hands and agreed to be ſilent on the ſub- 


je& : © Brother, brother, we are both iti the wrong!“ 


Lord North. His Lordſhip excuſed: himſelf from taking Ta. a, 


bp this very complex and important matter juſt at the cloſe 
of a long protracted ſeſſion, with few members in town, any 
further than to move for the 13, oool. annually granted by 


Parliament, to maintain the forts and ſettlements under the 
direction of the African committee. This motion, his Lord- 
ſhip gave notice, he intended to make on the 1 fol- 
lowing; but he would take due care that his motion 
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be ſo framed, as to ſecure the application of the ſaid ſum 
ou to the uſes for which it was deſigned and granted by the 
legiflature. e n 
Mr. Burke: Mr. Burke was againſt reviſing the ſtate of the trade to 
Africa in general, for fear of doing more harm than good in 
theſe times; he ſeemed to be apprehenſive, that, were Par- 
liament to enter on that wide ſyſtem, — r would 
robably only terminate in government jobs, and putti 
the inde rind a ſtill worſe 8 than at preſent. He = 
likewiſe very able and witty on the extenſive field opened by 
Mr. Luttrell in this debate, as to the rudeeſtate of our Bri- 
tiſh anceſtors, and their primitive deſcent from the ſwarthy 
inhabitants of the confines of the river Nile. There being 
ſcarce forty members on this occaſion preſent, the ſequel of 
the buſineſs was obliged to be deferred till Thurſday the th, 
to which day the Houſe adjourned. | Trae rs 


5 | - Wer: 
La. Nerth. Lord North moved, „An humble addreſs to the King, " 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order the ſum offi * 
13,0001. to be iſſued to the African company, for the main he 

tenance of their garriſons, and for the repair and keeping vj 
of their forts, &c. on the coaſt of Africa; and that his Majeft he 
would be pleated to direct, that the ſaid ſum be not applied.” 
to the diſcharge of any arrears of the ſaid Company's debts * 
contracted prior to the zoth of December, 1776. Thiag 
motion was carried in the affirmative without any divifion 111 


Mr. Furl. However, Mr. Burke ſpoke in favour of the African com 
' mittee, and defended the conduct of the Company's affair 
in general, and the neceffity of granting chem a ſtill farthe 
parliamentary aid. ff 
Mr. Barber Mr. Bamber Gaſcoi gne replied to Mr. Burke, and was vio 
Gaſcogne- lent in his cenſures upon the African committee, and thei 
ſervants on the coaſt, He expreſſed a wiſh, that the mal 
- adminiſtration of our commerce in thoſe parts might b. * 
ſearched to the bottom, and he did not Joke bar the Hon A 
would be ſatisfied of the neceſſity of a new and more correc 

en oh ">: oa 
Me. De- ” Mr. Devaynes being one of the nine committee-men wil 
vegncs. have the care and government of the African trade, h 
thought it immediately incumbent upon him to enter on th 
charges in general, and to make ſome obſervations on the 2c. 
counts. He faid much in juſtification of himſelf and iH 
other gentlemen of the committee, and ſeemed to give en; 
ſatisfaction as to what related to himſelf, and the mana 

2 | $a mes 
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vent of the trade, for the few years during which he has 
been choſen as direQor. . I. 3 
Sir William Meredith. He did not Speak long upon the Sir William 
4 | 


0 ſubject, but expreſſed himſelf much in favour of the preſent 
ſtem for the gold coaſt, and ſouthern diſtricts in Africa; 
aud was, upon the whole, a very zealous and intelligent ad- 
Id s - 

Wh recate for the gentlemen of the committee, whoſe conduct 
> i tad been thus ſeverely arraigned. | 


. don propoſed © g North, as it effectually ſecured the 
Bool. N Parliament, to the 581 for which 
y they voted: it; xl indeed the ſum would be indiſpenſably. 
o oY neceſſary; for you muſt otherwiſe abandon altogether your 
forts and factories, for which you pay every year ground- 
rent and port cuſtoms to the natives. He remarked, howe- 
rer; that the money now given would be for the year 1778. 
Mr, Luttrell reprehended the Board of Trade for waſting the 
vhole ſeſſion in a looſe, inaccurate enquiry into the trade of 
8 one part of the coaſt of Africa only, and then coming with 
tbeir report ſo late to the Houſe, that there was not time 
mough to go thoroughly into the merits of it, He conſi- 
(ered the African company to be in a ſituation ſimilar to what 
bus in 149, when the bad conduct of its ſervants, and 
decline of trade, rendered an application to this Houſe ne- 
eſſary, and wiſhed Parliament now to do what it did then, 
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Meredith. 


Mr. Temple Luttrell, He expreſſed his a probation of the — 


WP 


a ull for a general information. I am of opinion, Sir, that the 
„ade of Africa will admit of very great improvements, and 
hey are nov of the more conſequence, becauſe we may not 
vs poſſes any American commerce; it therefore hehoves 
zo well to take care of what is really within our power. The 


improvement of your marine nurſeries, and an extenſion of 
your commerce to Africa, may yet maintain the Britiſh 
ralm in ſplendour and proſperity, when her colonies on the 
her fide of the Atlantic are totally ſeparated from her em- 
pre; a fœderal union for the reciprocal intereſt of two di- 
linct nations, is all you have now to hope for from your 
hi ed provinces. . Sir, we have had factories in the internal 
parts of Africa on the Gambia, near 800 miles from the 

wi Louth of that river, to which veſſels of between 30 and 40 
tons have navigated, and it flows through a country, I will 
ture to aſſert, the ſuperior of the North American conti- 
cat in every commercial light, its influx and ebb almoſt 
wal to the Nile for depth and rapidity. "The neighbour- 
ne regions produce gums of the richeſt kind, mahogany, 
_: | * cedar, 
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cedar, palm oil, and other oils, and all forts of valuable 
timber for ſhip- building; tobacco in the greateſt plenty 
rice, indigo of the fineſt fort, pitch, roſin, fkins, and, in ky 
word, every valuable production we receive from America, 
This country, which is extremely populous, might be made 
to contribute in a variety of ways to the ſupport of the com- 
-mercial intereſts of theſe kingdoms, Tn the ſlave trade alſo, 
there might be prodigious improvements, but the attention 
of the Board of Trade and Plantations in this matter has been 
roo much limited; the Negroes from the gold 'coaft ſuit our 
Weſt India iſlands remarkably well; they are lahorious, bold, 
hardy,' and live upon little befides falt em and roots, which 
they meet with in Jamaica. The Negroes from Congo, 
Angola, and the lower Guinea, are of a more ſoft, voluptu- Wt 
ous, and effeminate nature, and their women chrefly till the bor 
ground ; ſo that upon being tranſplanted to che hardſhips of I 
our ſugar colonies, they commit ſuicide rather than endure 
them: hence it is that one gold coaſt Negro is worth, for ſu - r 
gar. plantations, two of the others; but in North America, rf 
where they meet with food and entertainment, and uſage Mſn! 
better adapted to their habits, they do perfectly well. Sir, 


there are qther points relative to the ſtate of our concerns on Wi re 


5 7 


thoſe coaſts, which ought to be fully diſcuffed, and on which i" {a 
J haye touched upon a former oeccaſion 

Mr, Burke. I ſhall not follow the honourable gentleman 
in the detail he has given of what might be done; I believe 
he is very right in a part of what he has told, bur I can by no 
means agree with him, or with any man, that the ſervants of 1! 
the Company have behaved themſelves wrong; inſtead of 
having been wanting in economy, they have exerted, ſuch 
an ceconomy as this Houſe has not been ufed to; they have 
ſupported eleven forts, ten governors, and the eſtabliſhment af yo 
neceſſary for them, and treaties with the country powers; 
vet with all this, they are not accuſed” of contracting 4 
greater debt in ſo many years than 16, 08 G6... 
: Mr. Gaſcoigne ſeemed to rejoice at Mr. Burke's mentioning ſubje 
Be debt as 16,0001. and ridiculed the idea of the ſervant! 
ing ſuch faithful ones while contracting ſuch a debt. Me p 
r. Burke retorted upon Mr. Gaſcoigne's ſpeaking in th wuntt 


ſtile of accuſation, when he was the judge, which he faid wa 9 1 


ſuch a perverſion of the diſtinctions of judge, Jory. and par 
ty, that he congratulated his feelings on it. “ Nature hat 
made him the accuſer, an Act of Parliament thę judge; bu 
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poot my Judge.” 
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produced a pair of hand-cuffs, which he ſaid was a manu- 
kfture they were now going to eſtabliſh, He then digreſſed 


=” 


ment, — — ; 

Lord North's motion being carried, Mr. Lyttrell made 
bs motion, which was, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
kated to his Majeſty, to be graciouſly pleaſed to give direc- 
tons to the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, to 
nquire into the Mate of the general trade to Africa from Port 
Allee in South Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope incluſive, 
to receive what plans or propoſals the merchants of London, 
Iiſtol, and Liverpool, trading to Africa, may ſubmit to their 
wnfideration for the better regulating, preſerving, and ex- 
tending the ſame ; and early in the next ſeſſion of Parliament 
v report to this Houſe ſuch gpinions thereupon as ſhall appear 
v ſad Commiſſioners moſt beneficial to the commerce of 
preat Britain and her colonies,” 5 


Is 


4 rw, > 40 


n It paſſed in the negatzye. li - 4 
0 e U 5 
o The King came to 25 an end to the ſeſſion. | | 
fl [he Speaker after having preſented the four bills of ſup- 


dies for the royal aſſent, delivered himſelf as follows: 


i your Majeſty's colonies in North America; and fee with 
ſte deepeſt concern the continuance of diſorder and rebellion 
dere; for they hoped that means would have been found to 
op the ravages of war, and the deſtruction of your Majeſty's 
ſubjets, which, if not timely done, there is too much rea- 
on to fear, will be attended with conſequences ruinous to 


m—_——— | | 

0 2912 Sir, your faithful Commons ſtill relying 
on your Majeſty, which they do with the greateſt confi- 
Ence, knowing that you have no other intereſt than the wel- 
are of your people, have, by ways the leaſt burthenſome to 
par conſtituents, again raiſed great and ample ſupplies, have 


'» 


[hope the gentleman is not my accuſer: I thank my God e 
3 #.. FU, n nog 8 = 
Mr. Devaynes ſaid a word or two in accuſation of the con- Mr. Pe. 
ct of the Board of Trade. ms "Day nes. 


Mr. Hartley. went upon the cruelties of ſlavery, and urg- Mr. Hart- 
ng the Board of Trade to take ſome means of mitigating it; Y. 


z little to the American queſtion of taxation, and freeing 
heir municipal governments from the controul of Parlia- 


© Your Commons, Sir, through the courſe of a very long The 
eon, have been principally attentive to the diſtracted ſtate Speaker, 


ſie proſperity, perhaps dangerous to the ſafety, of this 


again 


b 


—ä— 2 — — 1 


3 


PARLIAMENTARY, A 1991, 


af ened your 12 s hands with all the powers 
F war, at the fame time earneſtly wiſhing chat the terror of 


. thoſe powers ma facilitate a — and that your 
"Majeſty may be Enabted the ſooner to reſtore to us che ble 


e 


I 


— 


peace, 9” f | 8 «1 1 10 ir FRO ; 


TO THE 


SPV EMTH V O L U M. 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 


ogg” 


\ BSTRACT of the ſupplies and 
ways and means 195 
Account of the civil liſt expences in 
1776 79 
— of the payments of his Ma- 
jeſty's civil government for the 
ſame period 7X, ibid. 


2 
—— 


ſhewing the amount of mo- 


ties that would have been appli- 


cable to the King's civil govern - 


ment if granted as formerly ib. 


of ſums due and unpaid, 60 
adam, Mr. riſes in ſupport of the pro- 


poſed augmentation of the civil Hit 


8 
» pays a great compliment to Ld: 
Venn 86 
— inſiſts that encreafing the reve- 
nue of the civil lift would add ſe- 


eurity to the liberty of the ſubject 


rIcan company? 8 petition 33 


Trade, the 1 of, conſi- 


dered — 243409 to 263 
L ley, 8 ir r Edward, feeonds Mr. Lut- 


trell's motion relative to the better 


manning of the navy 16 

Rates the nature of the in- 
tended bill 17 
01. VII. 


* 2 


Aſtley, Sir Edward, riſes to oppoſe: 
the report of the P of ſup- 
] | 1 
3 5 ſupports the motion of Sir 
James Lowther, in behalf of the 
two royal brothers 168 
ſuſpectt adminiſtration of the 
moſt ſhameful prodigality 220 
Attorney — oppoſes Mr. Lut- 
trell's motion for a bill for the 2 | 
ter manning of the navy 
enters into a kind of ait. 
ſection of the N 8 aden to 
the King 17 


Bagot, Sir William, oppoſes me Bir- 


mingham play-houſe bill 136 
— the Roman theatres were the 


cauſe of the decline of that ſtate 


1237 
Baldwin, Mr. objects to the proprichey- 
of the German demande 1 
Barré, Col. oppoſes paying the civil 
lift debts, or . any further 
allowance a - . BUY 
— turns his n to a certain 
race of animals called Contractors 
NES it 
acts with remarking: 144 
hardſhips borne 9 the Iriſh 114 
Vn Barre, 


5 
Barre, Col. attacks the profuſion and 
* Extravagance of adminiſtration 
151 
— threatens Lord North 5 
future charge 193 
— waits with aſtoniſhment to hear 
ſomething of the ſtate of Europe 
and America from adminiſtration 
210 
— attacks Lord George — 
21 
— attacks Lord North on the rum 
contracts [22 21 
Bavley, Mr. ſupports Sir W. Mere- 
dith's motion on the Weſt-India 
ifland lumber bill 150 
ke hardſhips of the Weſt- 
India planters great and many, 18 
— offers to ſupply government 
with rum at a cheap rate 213 
Bill, propoſed by Mr. Luttrell for the 
better manning of the navy 23 


— ſeamen to be allowed 3os. per 


month and ſerve only three years 
2 | "RF 
———— ordinary ſeamen to have 24s. 
perm onth and to ſerve five * 
ibid. 


— abte-bodied landmen 225. per 


month and to ſerve ſix years ib. 
— to be allowed additional wages 

if detained longer in the ſervice : 
; | f 8 > | 
——- ſeamen who have ſerved out 


their time to be occaſionally pro- 


moted - 27 
to be allowed to remit their wa- 
ges to their wives or families, ib. 
—— wages of ſeamen in merchant- 
men regulated 1 28 
——— to receive Certificates on their 
. _ diſcharge - Ew fs, 30 
— aged ſeamen to receive pen- 
fions - ib. 


— ſeamen to be called to the ſer- 


vice by proclamation | 31 
— not entering within, a limited 
time to be conſidered as fugitives 
| | 32 


3 


Bill, puniſhment of ſeamen for ſe. Wl | 
creting themſelves 33 

officers allowed to viſit ſhips at 

ſea and take the names of the crew 


— penalty for ſecreting a "i. ; 


3 
— puniſhment for deſertion b a 


— in what manner to be d ſcharg- 


ed from the ſervice in foreign pars il * 
6 
ſeamen to receive a rides 7 
on being turned over to another 
ſhip - ib. 7 
ſtoppages in their wages, and ſot 
what purpoſe 37 
— encouragement to ſeamen in the 
.coal-trade = ib. 
to prevent impoſitions by bind- 
ing young men apprentices 38 
— officers of merchantmen to take 
out certificates 39 
printed extracts of this bill to 
be read in all churches 39 
all apprentices to give in their 
names at the expiration of their 
apprenticeſhip ib. 
form of ſeamen's diſcharge from 
the ſervice 40 
— the pay of the petty officers of 
every denomination Al 
— form of certificate by which 
ſeamen ars to receive their pen- 
ſions 15 — 5 
— form of different oaths and cer- 


— 4420 
— for a play-houſe in Birmirg- 
ham, rejected - 142 
— for ſecuring dock-yards, &e. 
dropped 4 182 
Booth, Mr. oppoſes receiving the 
German accounts as jult 161 


Buller, Mr. oppoſes Mr. Lattrell 
motion for a bill for the better 
manning of the fleet 17 

Bunbury, Sir Charles, riſes to male 
an addition to the ſervants tax- bi 

_ 


Bunbu') 
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* 


F 
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3 


Punbury, Sir Charles, wiſhes that Sir 
William and Lord Howe were em- 
ployed as embaſſadors rather than 
warriors, as miniſters of peace not 
as miniſters of vengeance 239 
——— conſiders the age of the 
ſervant to be taxed 240 
denies Lord North's cal- 
culatzons to be juſt - 241 
Borke, Mr, oppoſes the propoſed aug- 
mentation of the civil liſt 83 
— riſes to ſtill an uproar raiſed by 


by Mr. Sawbridge - 116 
WI enters into a detail of the civil 
N Iſt expenditures - 120 


— obierves that the Houſe has 
of late been very liberal, not of 
thouſands but of millions 131 

— ſpeaks to the Birmingham play- 
houſe bill - 140 

—— corrects Sir William Bagot in a 
point of chronology 141 

— imagined that the German ac- 
counts were ſettled many years 
ſince - 154 

— denies that good faith or natio- 
nal honour was obſerved in that 


5 affair - 1 56 
4 — conſiders the ſettling of the 
of German accounts as giving ſo much 
g1 money to the civil lit 15 

ch — anſwered by Lord North, and 
* replies thereto - ib. 
2 extremely jocular on Mr. Corn- 
er- wall 7 * 162 
is witty on the ſupport Mr. Jen- 
g kinſon gives to Lord Nortn 192 
e inſiſts on being heard 230 
5. — replies to the Lord Advocate on 


the affair of Lord Pigot 231 
b againſt meddling with African 

affairs — 260 
1M riſes in ſupport of the African 
company 262 
17 Byng, Mr. riſes to ſpeak to the meſ- 
abe fage from his Majeily for an aug- 
pig mentation of the civil liſt 80 
— laments the enormaus encreale 

of penſions ib. 
Cavendiſh, Lord John, riſes to op- 


E X. 


poſe the augmentation of the civil 
liſt — 3 
————-——— adverts to a ſaying of King 
James the Firſt ib. 

| aſſerts that the honour and 
dignity of the crown is made a pre- 


text tor every application 64 
Chaſkeurs, ſtate of one battalion of 
52 


Civil Liſt, a paper communicated to 
the editor relative thereto 56 
debate thereon 63 to 9 
lift of the members Wwho 
voted againſt encreafing the reve- 
nue of | | 
Cockburn, Sir James, riſes to explain 
the circumſtances of his contract. 
for 100, ooo gallons of Granada 
rum 212 
Combe, Mr. wiſhes it to be made death 
oo ſetting merchant ſhips, &c- on 
re 
Convention between his Majeſty 4 
the Hereditary Prince of Hefle 


— * 


— 1 


we 
Conway, Gen. laments the fate of 
Lord Pigot = 229 
Cooper, Sir Grey, makes a motion in 
the committee of ſupply _ 
—— {apports Lord North on the 
propriety of the German accounts 
| „ 
inſiſts that nothing can 2 
more clear than tho'e accounts, 151 
Cornwall, Mr. riſes to juſtify the Ger- 
man demands relative to hoſpitals 


154 
inſiſts that the 6 


neither ſtale nor dormant 7 
— endeavours further to ſup- 
port it — 161 


Curſory obſervations on encreaſing 
the revenue of the civil liſt 

| rot to 0g 

Dempſter, Mr. oppaſes the bringing 

up of the report from the commit- 

tee of ſupply  - = 106 


—— Cconliders the accounts be- 


Nn 2 


fore 


* 


. 


 forethe Houſe as m and de- Fox, Mr. draws a cmparitba de · 


ective 107 
Dempſter, Mr. ſpeaks in ſupport of 
me Birmi gham play-houie 1 


— ca ccuſes led North of 6. 
ding to, inſtead of diminiſhing, the 
natie al debt 2 
—— attributes the diſturbances 
in tbe caſt to the intrigues of the 

Na bob — 233 
Devaynes, Mr. ſpeaks in Juſtification 
- of himſelf as an African commit- 


tee - man - 260 
S— arraigns the conduct of the 
board of trade 263 


Pandas, Mr. (Lord Advocate) ſpeaks 
on the affairs of Lord Pigot 229 
Downing, Mr. conliders the dignity 
ol the Houſe as gone, if the chair 
is ſuffered to be degraded 171 
— accuſes Lord North of ig- 
norance in 0 buſineſs of contracts 
21 
Ellis, Mr, reviews the ſeveral applica- 
tions made by the crown to Parlia- 
ment - 111 
| Nee confiders the uſe made of ſecret 
-- ſervice money I12 
w—= riſes in defence of the Speaker's 
conduct — 170 
— obſerves that the chairman ought 
25 uy & eb in 3 or- 
; | 30 
Eftabl ſument of the d of te 
Margrave of Bradenburg 47 
Eſtimate of the charge of the addi- 
tional corps of foreign troops 
the pay of Great Britain 


box, Mr. riſes io oppoſe the — 


augmentation of the civil liſt 95 
2 thinks that the miniſtry ad 

s , mockery to. contempt, and blend 
ünſult with deriſion 96 

w— attacks the nur of We 
North 97 

and the validity of the accounts 
Jai before the Houle - 148 


53 $2.7 $2843 7 206-> 


tween the preſent adminiſtration 
and that of the late Duke of Ne- 
_ cakile 119 
conſiders the King's name 28 
frequently pod by his mini- 
ſters ib. 
— ſupports the 8 of Mr. 
Yates, in the debate on the Bir- 
mingham piay-houſe bill 156 
riſes in defence of the motion 
in behalf of the two royal brothers 


207 
replies to Mr. Rigby, in defence 
of the Speaker 169 


inſiſts that the great object 00 
the war was a revenue to be drawn 
from America - 199 
conhders the tea-tax as the 
cauſe of the American war ib. 
— very ſevere upon the cruel and 
inhuman conduct of the _—_ 


riſes in ſupport of the cant 
of Lord Pigot . 22h 
paſſes the higheſt encomiums 
an his virtues and military _ 
. 19 

is of opinion that ſervant boys 
ought not ta be taxed 243 
Gaſcoyne, Bamber, ſpeaks to the pe- 
tition from the African company 


255 
— 3 in his cenſures on 
the African committee 200 


Germaine, Lord George, riſes to give 
his opinion on the American war, 
and anſwer ſume ueſrrons put to 
bim 214 

— mentions all the promiſing 

eircumſtances of the war 216 

replies to Col, Barre 216 

Gough, Sir Henry, oppoſes the Bir- 
mingham play-houſe bill 139 

Grenville, Mr. oppoſes the propoſed 
ä to the civil Iſt 114 

inſiſted that 800, 000). was 


—_— — 


a noble, competent, and ample * 
„ 
Griffin, 


venue 7 


= 


F 
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© 0 
„enn, Sir J. G. oppoſes Sir James Johnſton, Gov. declares his abe. 


b Lowther's motion reſpecting the 
. two royal brothers 165 
> WL Harris, Mr. riſes in defence of the 


$ Hirai play-houſe bill 142 


- Hartley, Mr. D. ſolicits the attention 
k of the Houſe to the preſent ſtate of 


. the nation — 199 
— arraigns the conduct of the 
prime miniſter 200 


n agrees with the Speaker that 
we are labouring under burthens 
almoſt too heavy to be borne 201 

w— Calculates the American war 
at twenty millions expence to this 
nation — 202 

points out the fatal effects of 
our diſputes with America 203 

— the American war gives a 
maik to all nations to plunder us 

5 204 
reads a motion in the ſhape 
of an addreſs to the King 205 
ais a queſtion relative to the 
gold coin 218 

— ſpeaks on the cruelties of A- 
frican ſlavery 7 263 

flouſe, the, in a committee an import- 
ing lumber from the Baltic I 

Houghton, Sir Henry, oppoſes the 
German demands 158 

m—— — conſiders it as a foreign 
tribute aſked at a neceſſitous — 

a : 15. 
as chairman of the African 
committee, reports their reſolutions 

| 258 

foward, Sir George, riſes to oppoſe 
complying with the German de- 
mands . - RS 
wm— — oppoſes Sir James Low- 
ther's motion in behalf of the two 
royal brothers - 165 
enkinſon, Mr, ſupports Lord North 
on the opening of the budget 191 
m— laments the neceſſity of the 


dom 3 213 


—— oppoſes the propoſed aug- 


—— accuſes adminiſtration of. 


— conſiders money as employ- 
ed to enlighten the underſtandings - 


—— charges Mr. Rigby with 


— tc the enormous a- 


vour of the two royal brothers 16 


—— contends that the ſituation 
of this country is truly dreadful 


— witty on the admiſſion of 
ſervices of Lord Pigot in the Eaſt 


government in Eaſt-India affairs 


the conduct. of Lord Pigot, &. 223 
King, the, puts an end to the ſeſſion, 
and is addreſſed by the Speaker 


war, and the loſs it was to the king- Laroche, Sir James, oppoſes admit 
| ting ſtrangers into the lobby 194 
2 3 


E K. 


rence of the preſent mode of man- 
ning the navy by preſs warrants . 
1 


mentation to the revenue of the ci. 
vil lift — 108 


leaving every thing in darkneſs 
and obſcurity - 109 
what ſum neceſſary to pur- 
chaie a majority in the Houſe 110 


of the members 111 


indecency and ſcurrility 121 
mount of ſecret ſervice and the pri- 
vy purſe - | 122 
ſupports the motion in fa- 


riſes in defence of the 


Speaker's conduct againſt the at- 
tack of Mr. Rigby 172 


- iQ 
— conſiders America as Wt 
for erer — — * 


ſtrangers into the Houſe 1094 
recapitulates the emineyt 


Indies - 230 
points out the intrigues of 


221 
dalons means made uſe of to vilify 


Lord Pigot _ - 222 
| — moves fix reſolutions 


2563 


\ 


— 


WD 
5 Lig of the members who voted a- Luttrell, Hon. Temple, his plan fo 


gainſt encreaſing the revenue of the 
civil liſt 98 
— of thoſe who voted on the ſame 
| fide, but not in the above lift, 125 
Lowther, Sir James, propoſes an a- 
mendment to the civil liſt bill, 123 


— ſpeaks in defence of the two 


royal Dukes 124 
makes a motion for the better 
proviſion for the Dukes of Glou- 
ceſter and Cumberland 163 
ſtates the hardſhips of the two 
royal brothers 164 
on admitting ſtrangers into 
the gallery — 194 
3 Hon. Temple, moves to 

- bring in a bill for manning the na- 

vy in time of war I 


3 points out the fatal conſe- 


quences of preſs-gangs 2 
expatiates on the unconſtitu- 


tional licence of the impreſs ſname- 


fully abuſed at the town of Leiceſ- 


ter, &c. 
mentions the hard fate of 
Robert Foſpers and others 4 


——  — the alarming conſeqvences of 


preſs-warrants to commerce 5 
— ſhews that the French have a 
much better method of manning 
their fleets - - 6 


8 proves that our ſhips in gene- 
ral are not half manned 5 


—— ſtates the advantages of his 
propoſed bill - 
gives the honour of invent- 


ing and arranging this n to an 
old ſea officer 


——— perquifites to the board of = 
miralty for granting protections, 10 

w—— profeſional and commercial 
2029 on anne in favour of the plan 


—— riſes in reply to Lord Mul, 


4 

— 

| 

Ly 

| 

: t 

ee Seda upon adminiſtration Wy, 
( 

I 

0 


— takes a conciſe view of the — 


— the ivory and gold trade much 


A cenſures the conduct of ch 


1 


manning the navy, writings on, 
ſigned by numbers of matters of 
ſhips at Shields and New-Caſtle 

I 
eden to produce witneſſes j 1 
ſupport of his plan 16 
ſtates the hardſhips of the 
crew of the Glaſgow man of war 


1688. 

————- makes his motion for leave to 
bring in the bill - ib, 
— replies to Mr. Buller 17 


grave - 22 
his motion rejected on a di- 
on - 23 
riſes in defence of admitting 
ſtrangers into the Houſe 143 


144 
explains himſelf further ou 
the buſineſs of admitting ſtrangers 

146 
diſapproves of the mode o 
contracting the debts, and the 


terms of the loan 210 H 
ſpeaks to the ſecond petition... 
from the African company 246 TT 
confiders the African trade th 


as a matter of the firſt importance. 
to Great Britain 3 


gener: al ſtate of our commerce l 


Atrica - ib 
traces its riſe and progreſs 
an MG 


decreaſed of late years 24 


company's ſervants 25 
propoſes what he thinks ha 
beſt be done in the next ſeſſion 


of | II Parliament bis, 
— Mr. Richard Maitland's opi- -—— the trade of Senegambia in 
nion of the plan 12 declining flate X 2 or 


infiſts that the African trad 
cannot flouriſh under the laws ant 
management - 24 
2 Lutttel 


leiter, from a gentleman of 
* the committee of trade at Sunder- 
vn the the lame ſubject L3 


1 


zuttrell, Hon. Temple, conſiders 
how far the preſent miniſtry have 
fulfilled or neglected their duty 
2 
— makes a motion for an ade 
to bo bis Majeſty on African affairs 
25 - 
—— riſes again on the ſubject of 
the African trade 258 
—— ſupports Lord North in his 
motion relative thereto 201 
—— his character of ſome of the 
African negroes 262 
— moves for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty on African affairs 
Luttrell, Mr. James, oppoſes the Bir- 
mingham play-houſe bill 138 
— is very e on Mr, Yatcs 
the player 142 
3 Sir Herbert, ſpeaks to 
Gov. Johnftone's motion on Eaſt- 
India affairs 22 
diſapproves of the conduct 
of Lord Pigot - 226 
Meredith, Sir William, oppoſes the 
admiffon of ſtrangers into the 
Houſe - 148 
makes three motions rela- 
tive to the carrying of lumber to 
the Weſt India iſlands 149 
—— replies to Lord North in 
ſupport of his motions ib. 
— ſpeaks to the bill for the 
preſervation of the dock- yards, &c. 
| I 
doubts whether | banging 


ever did, or can, anſwer any good 


purpoſe 176 
inſiſts that en policy will 
do what the os 's hanging can- 
not 17 
crimes are often made ca- 
pital which ſcarce deſerve whip- 
ping 178 
relates a ſingular hard caſe 


— 


| - a young woman who was hang- 
p 


1b. 
= quotes che! Moſaic law, 179 


263 


1 Xx 


Meredith, Sir William, refers to tlic 
180 


laws of the Great Alfred 
juries ſhou!d only judge of. 
the fact by the i intention 181 
ſpeaks in juſtification of 
the African committee 
Meſſage from the King e by 
Lord North — 
Motion of the Hon. T. Luttrel, for 
leave to bring in a bill tor the more 
eaſy manning of the royal navy 


16 

— rejected on a diviſion 23- 
—— for the admiſſion of ſtrangers 
into the Houſe - 147 
rejected on a diviſion 149 
—— of Sir James Lowther for a 


better provition for the Dukes of- 
Glouceſter and Cumberland 163 
rejected on a diviſion 168 


tion of the Speaker 170 


trell's motion againſt manning the- 
fleet by preſs-warrants 18 


oppoſe the motion - 19 


of manning the navy as wiſely 
planned - 20 
aſſerts that our fleets can- 
not be ſupplied with hands by any 
other means ib. 
innſts that theintendey plan 
| ml be 1mpracticable, &c. 28 
ſupports the mode of con- 
tracting adopted by the navy 219 


Muſeum, Britiſh, petitions the Houſe 


for further aſſiſtance 1 
North, Lord, delivers a meſſage from 
his majeſty, alking an addition to 

his civil liſt 5 [72 
— riſes in defence of that bull? | 


ces will not 
900,000l. er annum 


N orth, 


261 


made by Mr, Fox in juſtifica» | 
carried without a divifion. 1785 
Mulgrave, Lord, ipeaks to Mr. Lut- 
declares his intention to 


conſiders the preſent mode 4 


- hopes that the civil litt 3 


in future exceed © 
_*- = 


- 


= * 
Nerth, Lord, anfivers ſome parts of North, Lord, having gone througl 


Lord John Cavendiſh's ſpcech 67 
— riſes in reply to Mr. Wilkes and 
Nr. Byng - 81 
w— denies the accounts to be either 
defective, mutilated, or OE 

| 2 
further ſupports that aſſertion 
108 

— res to juſtify himſelf of a 
brought againſt him by Mr. 


Saw bridge - LY 
——— denies having had any connec- 
tion with Dignam ib. 


—anſwers ſeveral queſt ons put to 
him from different parts of the 
ale . — .. 118 
ſſopports the petition of the 
truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, 126 
—— oppoſes ſtrangers being admit- 
ted into the Houſe at _ time, 145 
— oppoſes two of Sir William Me- 
* redith's motions in the Weſt-India 
lumber bill - 14 
riſes to juſtify the German de- 
- mands 2 — | 15 
offers to produce papers in ſup- 
port of them 8 1 56 
bers an objection ſtarted 
Mr. Burke 197 
— his ſpeech on opening the 
5 — 182 
takes a view of the preſent ſtate 
of American affairs id. 


— afferts that our armies did as Palliſer, Sir Hugh, replies to Mr. 
much as could be expected 183 
— ſtates the different items grant- 


dd in the committee of ſupply, 184 
2 propoſes a tax upon male ſer- 

Vvants — 18 5 
propoſes an addition upon all 
duesds and paper writings 2 
In 2 


tar on wrought or manufac- 


*tured glaſs imported ib. 
on eſtates, houfes and goods, 
ald by publio auction 187 


 » 


the ſupplies, &c. proceeds to ſtate 
the ways and means 188 
— is rather looſe and general than 
pointed or explicit on the ſtate of 


the nation - 189 
— riſes to aniwer Meſſrs. Fox and q 

Burke = 192 
—— auſivers Mr, Raſtileigh's queſ-W : 

tion ys 207 
- boaſts having paid off a millioi .. 

of the navy debt 205 

— replies to the remarks of Mr, 
Dempſter - 20) Wl - 


—— riſes to anſwer Col. Barre, with 
reſpect to the contract buſineſs, 211 Wl | 
delivers a meſſage from the 
King — 217 
— replies to Mr. Hartley's queſ- WW þ 
tion relative to the gold coin 21} 
repreſents the Nabob as a poor, 
„ l 
pendent prince - 244 
——— riſes in ſupport of the ſervants 
tax bill — 242 
—— Wiſhes to drop the affairs of the 
African company till the next {eſ- 
n — 2 
— moves an addreſs to the King in 
ſupport of the African _— 


| Ongley, Lord, riſes in oppoſition to 
the Speakers addreſs to his Majeſty 
173 


Luttrell on a queſtion relative to 
the manning of the navy 18 
Petition from the truſtees of the Bri- 


TA TE EN TY 


tiſn Muſeum 125 ſ 
—— of the company of merchants 0 
trading to Africa - 23 Noi 
another from the ſame com- p 
pany | — m 241 — 
Pownall, Gov. riſes in ſupport of tbe t 
augmentation to the civil liſt, 122 —- 

| Prefs-garigs, their fatal conſequences p 
pointed out by the Hon. Tempe n 
Luttrell-- — | — 
Rat- P. 


x: XN D 
Raleigh, Mr. reprobates the tax up- 


on ſales by auction 207 
Reſolutions in a committee of ſupply 


relative to paying the debts 
of the civil liſt, and encreaſing the 


income thereof - I23 
of the committee of ways 
and means — 125 


A in the committee of ſupply - 


| £."Ega 
—— for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty one million to defray extraor- 


dinary expences — 218 
—— of the African committee 
258 


Rice, Mr, riſes in ſupport of the pro- 
poſed augmentation of the civil — 
Rigby, Mr. very violently attacks the 
oppoſers of the civil lift augmenta- 
tion : — 1 
——— attacks Gov. Johnſtone, ib. 
aud reflects on the Eaſt-India 
company 121 


ben oppoſes the admiſſion of 


ſtrangers into the Houſe 147 
— ſtrenuouſly oppoſes the mo- 
tion in behalf of the two royal 
brothers - 7 moo 
— afraigns the conduct of the 
Speaker with great acrimony ih. 
- attempts to juſtify his right 
todo ſo — 169 
D— adheres to his principles, but 
moves for an adjournnient 172 
— withdraws his motion fot an 
adjournment . . - I75 
— makes atonemetit to the pre- 
ſent Speaker, and adverts to the 
conduct of the late 194 
Rous, Mr. oppoſes the Birmingham 
play-houſe bill > 
— ſeconds Gov. Johnſtone's mo- 
tions on Eaſt-India affirs 223 
— the directors conſidered as cy- 
phers when they differ from admi- 


niſtration — "NO 
— ſupports the conduct of Lord 

Pigot in the Eaſt-Indies „ 
rol, V 


the cloſe of the ſeſſion 
H his ſpeech on preſenting to 


43 * 
Subſtance of the return of the-board 


b 
Savile, Sir George, riſes in defence of 
Mr. Luttrell's motion for a bill for 
the better manning of the navy, 22 
—— ſupports the Speaker's addreſs 
to the King on the civil lift aug- 
mentation . 173 
Sawbridge, Alderman, riſes to account 
for the deficiency in the civil liſt 


1189 


8 


occaſions a warm and con- 
fuſed altercation in the Houſe, ib. 
| reſumes his ſpeech, and 


repeats the offend:ng words 
accuſes Lord North of con- 


ſpiring with Dignam 117 
— — makes his annual motion 
for ſhortening the duration of Par- 
laments — ret 


gainſt the attacks of Mr. Rigby 


173 


Speaker of the Houſe, his conduct 
arraigned with great acrimony by 
Mr. Rigby — 166 

— riſes to juſtify himſelf a- 


* ” 


gainſt the aſperſions of Mr. Rigby 
: 168 


— reſolves to quit the chair 


if he does not give fatisfattion to 
the Houſe 170, 171 
receives the thanks of the 
Houſe — "224 


_ admiſſion of firangers_ 193 
| addreſſes his Majeſty on 
a 263 


his Majeſty the bill for the aug- 
mentation of the civil lift, &c. 152 
. receives the thanks of the 
Houſe ſor the ſame - 1520s 


Stanley, Mr. riſes to juſtiſy himſeif 


as cofferer of the houſnold 108 


of trade on African affairs 236 
Townſhend, Right Hon, T. riſes in 


ſupport of Mr. Luttrell's motion 


againſt preſs-warrants —-| 43 


N 2 


116 


ſupports the Speaker a- 


appeals to the houſe on the 


Townſhend, 
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Townſhend, Right Hon. T. expreſſes 
dis ſurpriſe at the novelty of Mr. 
Adam's arguments - 88 
———- is apprehenſive of the en- 
creating influence of the crown, ib. 
Cu erxrturns an aſſer tion made 
by Mr, Rice — 89 
proceeds to conſider the 
motion itſelf as made by Lord ]. 
_ Cavendiſh 1 ib. 
—— obſerves the increaſe of 
ſeizures of uncuſtomed goods go 
- in the Duke of Newcaſtle's 
time the pay ments of the civil liſt 
never fix weeks in arrears 91 
— penſions, annuities, and ſe- 
eret ſervice money greatly enereaſ- 
ed 1 92 
— ſtates that account 
recommends to the miniſter 
a reduction of expences ib. 
- obſerves that the 1 
burthens were every day rigidly en- 
.  crealing \ 4p - SS 
-- oppoſes the Birmingham 
play-houſe bill - 139 
ſtates ſeveral ill conſequen- 
ces that would attend it 140 
X confiders the German ac- 
. counts as made up moſt iniquitouſ- 
ly Ss : 155 
— - and as the moſt extraordi- 
nary requeſt that ever was made : 
| l I & 


ac- 


— — conſiders Mr. Biſhop's 


counts as of no conſequence to the 


point in debate 161 
. the duty of the Houſe to 
watch the miniſter in the diſpoſal 

of the public money 219 
riſes in defence of the con- 
duct of Lord Pigot 
| ſevere on the Nabob, the 

Company's ſervants at, and the in- 
fluence of the miniſtry ovor them 


a7 -. 


is glad to find country gen- 


tlemen begin to be ſenſible of the 


fatal effects of the American war, 242 


226 


. 


Treaty between his Majefty and the 
Margrave of Anſpach 44 
Vyner, Mr. ſpeaks to the American 


war 241 
——— {peaks in defence of the ſer- 
vants tax bill 242 
——— iſes to ſpeak to the petition 
of the African company 255 
Wedderburne, Mr. wiſhes the diſpute 
between the Speaker and Mr. Rigby 
to paſs over without a diviſion, 174 
Whitworth, Sir Charles, brings up 
the reſolutions of the committee of 
ſupplies — 199 
Wilkes, Mr. riſes to ſpeak to the mef- 
ſage from the King for an augmen- 
tation of the civil liſt 67 
aſſerts that he has received in- 
zuries but no favours from the crown 
| id, 
the expences of the civil liſt 
in ſome years of the late reign, 68 
————— Confiders it as cruelty to en- 
deavour to fleece the people 69 
— thinks that we ought to look 
back to what former princes and 
Parliaments have done ib. 
conſiders the ſtate of the civil 
liſt in the reigns of King William 
and Queen Anne 70 
George II. had a very nume · 
rous family as well as George III. 7: 
— condemns the unſatis factory 
accounts laid before the Houle, 72 
——— alludes to a remarkable arti- 
cle under the head of ſecret and ſpe- 
cial ſervices ib. 
————-- ſome articles of the revenue 
of the crown omitted in the ac- 
count — 7 
vines to know in what man- 
ner the King's debts have been 
contracted 74 
laments the ſituation of the 


Dukes of Glouceſter and Cumber- 
land b 


— aſerts that in ward corruption 
| i 


— ib. 


B ow. > 0 OY WS. 10,» 


— 


* 


F 


js the canker which gnaws the vi- 
dals of Parliament 
Wilkes, Mr. takes notice of a re- 

markable circumſtance in the Preſ- 


ton election - 76 


— looks on the penſion liſt as a 
reat grievance - ib. 
— — the Doctors Johnſton and 
Shebbeare a diſgrace to the civil liſt 


Mr. Hume penſioned for at- 
tacking religion, and Dr. Beatie 
for anſwering him - ib. 

— the expences of the French 
King's houſhold managed with 
prudence and juſtice - 78 

compares the troubles in Ame- 
ricato the Trojan war 

— —- Tiſcs in ſupport of the peti- 
tion from the truſtees of the Britiſh 
Muſeum : 127 

| wiſhes a public library were 

eſtabliſhed at the Muſeum 128 


his character of King Willi 


am as a man of taſte 12 
ignorance, ſtupidity, and ſu- 
peritition, enemies to the polite 
arts 130 
makes his annual motion re- 
ſpecting the Middleſex election, 131 
inſiſts that the right of repre- 
ſentation is taken away 132 
conſiders the caſe of Meſſrs. 
dykes and Rumbold 133 


3 


Ks 


Wilkes, Mr. the cauſe of his firſt ex- 
pulſion 8 134 
aſſerts that the elective rights 
of the nation lie at the mercy of 
the crown 
——— riſes in ſupport of the Bir- 
mingham play-houſe bill 141 
— ſeconds Mr. T. Luttrell's mo- 
tion for admitting ſtrangers into the 
Houſe 145 
ſupports the motion in favour 
of the two royal brothers 168 
Wombwell, Mr. defends the conduct 
of the Eaſt-India eourt of proprie- 
tors 1 
conſiders the affairs of the 
company as in a proſperous condi- 
tion 228 
moves for ſome particular pa- 
pers to be read 230 
replies to Mr. Burke ib. 
Vates's, Mr. character and conduct 
cenſured and defended, in the de- 
bates on the Birmingham. play- 
houſe bill 136 to 142 
Vonge, Sir George, ſupports Mr. 
Luttrell's motion ati preſs-war- 
ra:ts 


I 
riſes in defence of the Speak 
er againſt the aſperſion of Mr. Rig- 


by — 174 
ſupports Lord North's opi- 


nion of the ſervants tax-bill 242 
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| Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain. 


HIS ſeſſion was opened with a ſpeech by the King, on 
the 31ſt of October, 1776 ; which ſpeech being already 

printed with the debates of the Houſe of Commons of this 
kſhon, it would be improper to repeat it. 

The addreſs was moved by the Earl of Carliſie, who ſaid, mo of Cave 
that he roſe with great reluctance, knowing his own incapa- ſee. 
city either to take the lead on ſo important an occaſion, the moſt 
o this country ever before experienced, or to pay that juſt tri- 
bute of thanks due to the gracious ſpeech from the by „ 
peech, he would venture to affirm, replete with the ſtrongeſt 
marks of found policy, royal wiſdom, and paternal tender- 
teſs, for the proſperity, happineſs, and freedom of all his 
ſabjects. His Lordſhip obſerved, that the nation had been 
drought into its preſent critical and dangerous fituation by 
the arts of deſigning, ambitious men; and he could not, while 
le lamented the * * the leaders in America had over 
tieir deluded infatuated brethren, help remarking, that the 
preſegt daring and open hoſtilities commenced, abetted, and 
wowed, which preceded their declaration of independency, 
ould never have happened, if that diſobedient, traiterous E2 
pirit had not been fomented, nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened 
y a ſet of men in this country, who, deſerting its intereſts, 
liamefully ſacrificed them to their perſonal views of faction 
nd ambition, He ſaid, the ground taken on this occaſion, 
became dangerous in proportion to its plauſibility ; for it was, 
deed, hardly conceivable, that the people of America, 
Vox. VII. B | who 
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I 
who owed fo many obligations to the parent ſtate, who were 
at once bound to it by every tie of gratitude and intereſt, Wl 
and every bond of union which nature and affection could Wl / 
render ſacred, would ever break and cancel them all, with. WM 
out any real provocation: but the event has proved the con- 
trary; and as the noble Lords on the other fide the Hou 
founded their oppoſition on the idea, that America never did 
aim at independency, he truſted now that the queſtion hadi 
totally altered its nature; the conſequence of ſuch alteration Ml * 
would be an unanimity as complete, as he was aſſured ir" 
would be decifive in reſtoring peace to this diſtracted and di WM © 
vided empire. | a 
His Lordſhip commented on ſeveral parts of the ſpeech i 
from the throne, particularly on the zeal and bravey of the " 
King's troops, the recovery of Canada, and the late fucceſ 0 
on Long Iſland. He ſpoke with warmth upon the inſolence * 
of the rebels (as he called them) in refuſing to treat with thi 
"commiſſioners appointed by his Majeſty. He beſtowed fe 
veral harſh expreſſions on the conduct and behaviour of th © 
congrels ; ſpoke of the neceſſity of vigorouſly exerting our 
ſelves in the courſe of the enſuing campaign, in order to re 
: pair the repeated injuries, and to heal the wounds the conſti © 
tution and intereſts of this country have received from it: fat 
'baſe and unnatural children; and concluded with affuring © 
their Lordſhips, that he did not entertain a ſingle doubt but fur 
that ample reparation would be obtained, and that thy fro 
whole would in the end terminate to the mutual happi 
neſs and advantage of both countries. His Lordfhip the e. 
moved the addreſs in the uſual form. | tho 
Earl Fau- Earl Fauconbergh ſeconded the motion. His Lordſhip ob the; 
conbrg- ſerved, that the queſtion between Great-Britain and Ame we 
rica was Changed ; the original one, relative to taxation ei 
no longer exiſting. The alternative was now, whe nd 
ther we ſhould for ever relinquiſh America, and ſubnuy "7 
to the conſequences which muſt inevitably enſue from our gi of e 
ing up all future pretenſions to a ſuperiority over that coun poff 
try ? or, conſidering the great and important ſtake for whic Indy 
we are contending, make one vigorous effort to bring its de V 
luded inhabitants back to a proper ſenſe of their duty? Hu 
was for the latter. 1 of tl 
Marquis of The Marquis of Rcckingham condemned, in very ſtron ml 
Beckinghon-terms, the contents of the ſpeech, which he treated as t 
: ſpeech of the miniſter. He remarked on the following pe them 
Jag in the ſpeech : ©* No people ever enjoyed greater hape 
| 4 pine “ th 
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pineſs, or lived under a milder government, than thoſe now 
rolted provinces, the improvements in every art of which 
they boaſt declared it; their number, their wealth, their 


bead againſt the whole power of the mother country, are ir- 
q efragable proofs of it.“ This paſſage, his Lordſhip con- 
ended, was a virtual cenſure of the preſent adminiſtration, 
and pointed out the impolicy of forcing ſuch a people into 
rebellion. It proved, beyond queſtion, the great advantages 
of a mild government, and the evils refulting from a cruel 
and oppreſſive one. He preſumed, that miniſters would 
hardly pretend to ſay, that it was the preſent ſyſtem of mea- 
ſures, under which this people throve, and roſe to that pitch 
of opulence and ſtrength, they themſelves had given ſo lively 
and apt a deſcription of; if it was not, but that it evidently 
impeded inſtead of augmenting this ſtate of domeſtic proſpe- 
nty, it followed of courſe, that America owed its greatneſs 
to a ſyſtem of mild government; and that a direct deviation, 
or total abandonment of that ſyſtem, was what gave occaſion 
to the preſent cruel and unnatural civil war. He ſaid, what- 
ever colour might be now given to the preſent ſtate of af- 
fairs, taxation was the original cauſe ; and he ſtill continued 
to think, as he had always declared himſelf, that the only 
ſure conſtitutional taxes which could, or ought to be drawn 
from the colonies, would be the monopoly of their trade; 
and the other great advantages drawn from their conftitu- 
tional dependency and connection with the parent ſtate ; and 
though the right were clearly on our fide, nay, eyen that 
there were ſome degree of neceſſity for exerciſing it, yet 
chen the real diſpoſition of the people came to be known, 
heir reſources, ſtrength, and numbers, came to be revealed, 
and the enormous expence of proſecuting ſuch an expenſive 
var, at ſo great a diſtance, was properly conſidered ; motives 


induce him for one to conſent to any reaſonable terms of ac- 
commodation. What (ſays his Lordſhip) do miniſters tell 
w this day ? They come forward, and, through the medium 
of the ſpeech, write a panegyric on their own conduct. I 
vill put the whole of their defence on this ſhort ifſue, with- 
out entering into particulars : I will leave the deciſion with 
themſelves. I aſk them, in the whole courſe of their exten- 
ive reading, knowledge, experience, or to the utmoſt ſtretch 
i their belief, whether they ever heard, or can now be per- 


ſtrength by ſea and land, which they think ſufficient to make 


of expediency in the firſt inſtance, and conſiderations of the 
poſſible impracticability of fuch an attempt, united, would 


2 ſuaded 
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ſuaded to think, that a whole people, ſo numerous, and liv. WW: 
ing under ſo many different forms of government, though Wil 
members of the ſame political body, ever unanimouſly con- Wu 
federated to join in a revolt, under a mild, wiſe, and equi- Wl: 
table adminiſtration . of public affairs relative to America, Wh 
His Lordſhip beſides arraigned the principle on which the Wt 
meaſures have been all along conducted and ſupported, that Wh: 


of unconditional ſubmiſhon. He ſaid, the idea was abhor- Mic 


rent to the ſubjects of this free government; that Eng/;/hmen, Wn: 
whatever their local ſituation may be, know no obedience to Wt! 
any thing but the laws; and that when the protection of the Nee. 
laws was taken away in ſeveral inſtances, particularly by the Wf0 
capture at, when they were declared open enemies, and put ¶ uur 
out of the King's peace, it was impoſſible for them to do Wc 
otherwiſe than they did. If they declared themſelves inde- no 


pendent, it was long after they were declared enemies; and nis 


for his part he could not poſhbly ſee what degree of obedi- on 
ence was due, where public proteftion was openly withdrawn, le. 
His Lordſhip then moved an amendment, the ſame amend- nut. 
ment which Lord John Cavendiſh moved in the Houſe of Wh 
Commons. {Se the Commons Debates of this ſeſſion, page 8.) ae 
The Duke of Mancheſter. drew a parallel between the pre- vol 


Mancbefter. ſent ſtate of the Britiſh empire, and that of antient Rome in ſi t 


its decline. He obſerved, in one, as the other, the mere Nn. 


forms of the conſtitution were preſerved long after every ef- ir 


fort of deſpotiſm and arbitrary power were felt in their fulleſt ive 
extent. Imperial Rome oppreſſed her provinces. and depen- {More 
dencies, like Britain; her ſubjects bowed under the yoke of tic 
the moſt inſupportable oppreſhon, like that endeavoured to 
be inflicted on our coloniſts ; and he did not hefitate to fore- 
tell, that as in one inſtance the diſtant ſubjects of that proud, 
overbearing miſtreſs of the univerſe, by the injuſtice and ſe- 
verity of her government, forced her provinces to reſiſt her 
lawleſs power ; ſo in the other this country had alienated the 
obedience and affection of her American ſubje&s, which 
would bring on a diſmemberment of the empire, and would 
Oy terminate in a total diſſolution of this government. 

His Grace remarked on that paſſage in the ſpeech (the 


whole of which he imputed to the minifter) relative to aſſu · 
rances of amity, ſaid to be received from the ſeveral courts 
of wi in a very pointed manner. He ſaid, it contained 
the moſt improbable information that could be well conceived, 
unleſs we ſuppoſed, that the framers of the ſpeech, and thok 
who adviſed the preſent naval armaments, thought diffe-. red 


rent!) 
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I ratly on the ſame day; or were not the ſame perſons ; for 
Wi alurances were given, and that they were to be depended 
an, why have recourſe to that mode of manning our navy, 
z preſs, Which was known to be fraught with ſo many hard- 
Whips and inconveniences, and which ſhould never be reſorted 
s, but in ſeaſons of difficulty and danger? If, on the other 
t nnd, thoſe aſſurances of amity were not to be relied on, why 
&ceive the public and Parliament in ſo groſs and flagrant a 
manner * Why delude them into a dangerous repoſe ? Why 
tell them, on the eve of a rupture, that we were 1n a ſtate of 
erfect tranquility ? But his Grace infiſted, that we ought 
wt, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, to truſt either to aſ- 
frances, however ſtrong, or reaſons however plauſible, when 
acts were ſo evidently againſt them. He had, he ſaid, the 
noſt undoubted information, that whatever thoſe aſſurances 
wme to his own knowledge, or at leaſt it came fo well au- 
„ blenticated, that he was perfectly ſatisfied of its being indiſ- 
- Whutably true. He ſhould juſt mention it for the preſent, 
f Whorcfuming if it were falſe it would be contradifted, in which 
ale he ſhould quote his authority; if it were not, then it 
- Would remain at leaſt a ſtrong circumſtantial contradiction 
no that part of the addreſs. The fact was, that a gentleman, 
e Nen whoſe veracity he could depend, aſſured him, that he had 
been at Havre de Grace ſome ſhort time fince, where he ſaw 
t ireſſel publicly loading with fire arms and other military 
1- bores, for the uſe of the provincials. If, in the language of 
ff Wii ſpeech, the Americans were to be eſteemed rebels, and if 
o rebels in arms were to be looked upon as open enemies, the 
- Wi now alluded to was an irrefragable proof, that France, 
d, a leaft at preſent, was in the firſt ſtage of open enmity with 
- Preat Britain. | | 42 
er His Grace then contradiQed the ſubſtantial information of 
ne tie ſpeech on another ground. He faid, that it was now no 
ch feret, that a fleet had lately failed from Cadiz, with a con- 
1d Wliderable body of land forces on board. This armament muſt 
t. e deſtined to carry on_ hoſtilities againſt us in ſome part of 
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he White weſtern world, or for South America, to be employed 


u- Wigainſt the Portugueſe. Suppoſing the former not to be the 

rts Male, no doubt could be entertained of the latter, which 

ed Meame exactly to the ſame. point; becauſe, if Portugal were 

:d, MWittacked, Britain muſt conſequently be involved in a war, 

ole unleſs we broke our engagements with Portugal, and ſacri- 

Fe-Wiced our deareſt intereſts to the blind rage of making a — 
| | | = 


night be, they ought not to be relied on; a matter having 
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queſt of our fellow - ſubjects in America. We were bound by 
treaty, he inſiſted, to ſupport and defend Portugal; our in- 
tereſts, as well as ſolemn engagement, compelled us to it. 
The difference was therefore very little, whether France or 
Spain broke with us openly, or in this round about, indire& 7 
manner, the conſequences would be the ſame; we ſhould nl x 
the end find ourſelves engaged in a war with the united force 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. Portugal had already given uM; 
the higheſt inſtance in their power of their friendſhip ; they f 
had forbid the provincials from entering their ports. Had 
France or Spain done ſo? The contrary was notorious, If 
then, taking the queſtion in either light, as an attack off 
Spain ↄn our ally, or the open encouragement given to our 50 
ſubjects now in arms againſt us, he wiſned to know from ad- on 
miniſtration what requiſitions had been made on our part, to 4, 
bring the. courts of Verſailles and Madrid to an explanation 4, 
on thoſe very important points; what was the effect of thoſe ;; 
requiſitions ; and what we had now finally, at ſo critical Ae 
period, to depend on? His Grace concluded by obſerving, that ¶ nc 
no reliance was to be had at any time on the pacific aſſurances pr 
of thoſe courts, much leſs when their conduct contradicted them Ml nit 
that therefore a tame acquieſcence in whatever meaſures they e 
might think proper to adopt, or an immediate war with mi 
thoſe powers, was inevitable, which, conſidering the preſent i ur 
diſtracted and almoſt exhauſted ſtate of this country, threi- 
tened no leis than its total ruin. He had foreſeen this from 
the beginning ; he had often foretold it. He was in futur 
determined to lament it in filence, as all further efforts, he 
perceived, would be in vain : however, as the laſt attempt, 
he very readily joined in the amendment moved by his noble 
friend ¶ the Murquis of Rockingham. | The ſpeech was n0 
more than a recommendation of the tame ruinous ſyſtem of 
mcaſures, which had brought us into our preſent perilous and 
tremendous ſituation; if the amendment was agreed to, it 


lon 

would give the Houſe time to confider and deviſe fome mean he 

of averting the innumerable dangers with which we were now be t 
ſurrounded; the firſt ſalutary and effe&ual ſtep to which; 

would, in his opinion, be the appointing a committee to che 

quire into the ſtate of the nation, in order to diſcover the The 

ſource of our preſent calamities, and to deviſe remedies ti uta 

| beſt ſuited to their cure and removal. mies 

A. Cerdf- Lord Cardiff {Lord Mountſtewart] declared the coloniſi nad 
; to be exceedingly ungrateful. He ſaid, from their fig ls 


emigration from this country, and ſettlement in * 
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they had manifeſted a moſt diſſoyal and republican ſpirit; 
in proportion to the favours we had heaped upon them, the 
protection we had afforded, the encouragement we had given 
them in free ports, bounties, and premiums, and the blood 
and treaſure we had ſpilt and laviſhed in their ſervice, they 
had been diſobedient, turbulent, and ungrateful ; that our 
ſtrength and finances had been wafted in defending and co- 
rering them from a dangerous and ſuperior enemy during 
the late war, to a degree, he feared, that would not ſhortly, 
fever, be eee, : and now the return we met with was, 
to be involved in a bloody, expenhive conteſt, on the ifſue of 
which the deareſt intereſts of this country were ſtaked, per- 
haps its very exiſtence as a great commercial and maritime 
power. He truſted, however, ſuch being the provocations 
on our part, and ſuch the unparalleled baſeneſs on theirs, that 
the ſpirit of the Britiſn nation would be routed, ſo as to take 
the neceſſary meaſures for their effectual chaſtiſement. He 
could not, he ſaid, agree with the amendment propoſed by 
the noble Marquis, for many cogent reaſons; but for none 
more, than that it brought matters forward, which at leaft 
for the preſent formed no part of the queſtion, If mi- 
niſters had neglected their duty; if they ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be deceived; if they milled parliament ; thoſe 
might be all proper objects of enquiry at a ſuitable and con- 
fement ſeaſon. That was not the ſubject of the preſent ad- 
(reſs ; the only matter now under diſcuſſion, or worthy of 
debate, was, what 1s the preſent ſtate and condition of onr 
colonies? What are the reſolution and final determination of 
our ſubjects in America? Have they not declared themſelves 
a independent ftate ? Are not they in arms in ſupport of 
that independency ? Have not they pulled off the maſque, 
ind avowed themſelves open enemies? The queſtion of tax- 
ation alluded to by the noble Marquis, is now totally loſt, 
or buried in an obſtinate and loud appeal to arms. They no 
longer think it neceſſary to conceal their real ſentiments ; 
they have put us to defiance, and the event muſt inevitably 
be the full affertion of our legiſlative authority over them, or 
ſubmitting to for ever relinquiſh it. Should the latter be 
the caſe, then farewel to the importance of this country,--- 
The tate of Europe, he obſerved, had undergone an almoſt 
total change, ſince the firſt eſtabliſnment of thoſe colo- 
ties, Several confiderable acquiſitions of territory had been 
made by the great ſtates, who may be ſuppoſed to be the rr- 
fas of our power and greatneſs, The wealth and additional 
n , ſtrength 
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ſtrength which we have hitherto derived from our colonies, 
have enabled us to retain our conſequence and ſuperiority in 
the grand European ſyſtem. What then would bs the pro- 
bable effect, merely on conſideration of ſelf-preſervation, but 
that, ſtripped of ſo ample a ſupport, we ſhould dwindle ſo, 
as, in the firſt inſtance, to loſe our importance in that ſy- 
ſem, and, in the end, to become a province of the firſt am- 
bitious power, who might think proper to attack us? For 
inſtance ; France, our natural rival and enemy, is a vaſt ex. 
tenſive opulent country, full of inhabitants, fertile in foil, 
rich in native produce, and rendered more ſo by the in- 
duſtry of its people; it is compact in itſelf, its ſtrength is 
eaſily collected; how then can it be expected, that Great- 
Britain and Ireland, inferior in every reſpect, and divided 
and broken by ſeas, could withſtand fo formidable a power, 
if thoſe ſources of wealth and ſtrength derived from our co- 
lonies were to be cut off? which muſt be the caſe, ſhoule 
we tamely permit America to remain independent. 

This, his Lordſhip preſumed, was the true point on whic 
the deliberations of this day would turn; it fairly included 7 
this ſhort queſtion, whether, by foregoing our ſuperior be 
over America, we were at the ſame time willing to take ſuch 
a reſolution with all the conſequences now deſcribed, which 
he contended muſt follow? He ſaid, beſides this grand, thid © 
leading inducement to a vigorous exertion of our whole. 
ſtrength, there were many collateral circumſtances, which,; 
gave him hopes, that the general impreſſions of deſpondency 
attempted to be made by the noble Marquis and the nobiq f r 
Duke who ſpoke laſt, were ill founded; and were neither ſup i ge 
ported by fact or probability. He ſaid, the deluded people o 
America had been inflamed, miſled, and hurried on by thei 
leaders; that the late ſucceſs of his Majeſty's forces on Lon 
Hand, and the events which might reaſonably be expectec 
M$ conſequence of that ſucceſs, gave the moſt rational grount 
to r that his Majeſty's ſubjects in America woulc 
recolle& themſelves, and return to their duty; and ſuch 0 
them, as all along retained their loyalty, be emancipate 
from the cruel oppreſſions they had ſuſtained for their at 
tachment to the mother country; which would create fu 
an additional ſtrength, as not only to reſcue the province 0 
New York from under the dominion of its mercileſs oppret 
ſors, but likewiſe to eſtabliſh a civil government in that pre 
vince, and from thence extend, by its influence and exam 
ple, the bleflings of peace, law, and liberty, to its fever 
neighbouring colonies ; which would in time, he oped, b 
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that means be communicated to the whole continent. He 
faid, he felt as ſtrongly as any Lord in tlie Houſe for the 
miſeries of war; he always thought it ſhould be the laſt re- 
fource ; yet while he lamented its ravages, it was a conſola- 
tion to him, that its temporary effects might be productive 
of a reſtoration of government; ſince nothing elſe was capa- 
ble of bringing back the people to their duty: one paft, he 
truſted, would return from motives of loyalty and inclina- 
tion ; the other, from finding they had no protection, but 
what might be derived from a reſtoration of peace, and a 
ſubmiſſion to the conſtitutional ſupremacy of the parent 
ſtate, He was every way fatisfied, that this would be the 
event of the enſuing campaign, if determined on with Ah - 
mity here, and carried on with vigour there. He did not, 
however, according to the language of the amendment, ex- 
pet, much leſs wiſh, that the people of America ſhould 
yield to an abject or ſervile ſubmiſſion. It was not, he dared 
tofay, the wiſh of adminiſtration, nor of any noble Lord in 
that Houſe. It was, however, now become indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to the intereſts, nay to tlie very exiſtence of the 
Britiſh empire, that the ſupremacy of this legiſlature ſhould 
be maintained and aſſerted in its full extent: when that 
point was once fully eſtabliſhed, he doubted not but the peo- 
ple of America would receive every ſatisfaction and ſecurity 
for every juſt grievance they may have felt, and every right 
hey may be intitled to enjoy as Britiſh ſubje&s. Fully con- 
vinced of the juſtice of the cauſe, and of the propriety of the 
meaſures recommended in the ſpeech, he muſt, He ſaid, dif- 
fer from the amendment propoſed, and give an affirmatiye to 
the addreſs how moved. * 

The Earl of Derby ſpoke warmly in favour of the ſpeech, and Earlof Her- 
wainſt America, which, he ſaid, had entered into the moſt H) 
borrid and unprovoked rebellion ever known in the annals of 
tis or any other country. He inſiſted, that they had an 
tquitable as well as a legal right to contribute towards the na- 
tonal burden incurred during the late war on their account. 
Firſt, on the conſtitutional right the parent ſtate had to re- 
mlate, controul, and give law to all its dependencies ; which 
ferent right eſpecially included the power of taxation. 
*condly, becauſe one half of the public debt we no& labour 
inder was incurred in defending and protecting them. He 
tomplimented ſuch of his noble auditory, as always looked 
upon the diſobedience and reſiſtance made to the laws eriatted 

i ſupport of the exerciſe of out conftitutional ſuperiority 
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over America, as a ſtrong indication, if not a ſubſtantial 
avowal, of their intended independency. He obſerved, that 
ſuch being the fact now no longer to be controverted, he 
was aſtoniſhed that any noble Lord, who declared himſelf a 
friend to Britain, could poſſibly heſitate about agreeing with 
the addreſs, as the meaſures it was meant to ſanctify were 
the only means to ſave the Britiſh empire from certain ruin 
and deſtruction. His Lordſhip lamented the factious ſpirit, 
both here and in America, which had been the cauſe of the 


preſent melancholy ſtate of public affairs; and hoped, as the 


only means of reparation left, that thoſe who had unhappily fo- 
mented the preſent diſturbances, that thoſe who had by the 
ſtrongeſt reiterated aſſurances p/edged themſelves to the na- 
tion, that America only wiſhed for a conſtitutional depen- 
dency, not to deny or throw off the ſupreme legiſlative power 
of the parliament of Great-Britain, would now candidly con- 
feſs their error, and prove themſelves only miſtaken, not in- 
tentionally wrong. | | | | 

The Earl of Radnor made ſeveral obſervations on the ſen- 
timents delivered by the laſt noble Lord but one | Lord Car- 


diff.] He ſaid, that he could not agree with the propoſed 


addreſs, or amendment, neither of them coming up to his 
ideas. The noble Lord [Lord Cardiff] afferted, that the 
people of America were tainted with principles of republica- 
niſm in general, and had always ſhewed a ſpirit of diſobe- 
dience. He denied that either of thoſe aſſertions were 
ſtrictly juſt. The charge of republicaniſm was never even 


attempted to be made againſt any but the northern colonics, 


and there he believed with great injuſtice ; and the charge 
of diſobedience was ſtill worſe founded; for he believed, i 
the hiſtory of the colonies was impartially confidercd and 
fairly deceided on, from their firſt eſtabliſhment, it would 
be found, that no ſubjects had ever exhibited ſtronger proois 
of their duty, attachment, obedience, and affection for the 
parent ſtate. If, indeed, the ſame ſpirit which compelled 
the firſt ſettlers to fly from the eccleſiaſtical and civil perſe- 
cution and oppreſſion of a tyrant, was a ſpirit of republict- 
niſm, he truſted, that ſpirit would never be extinct eithe 
there or here; for if it ſhould, then deſpotiſm would tri 
umph, and nothing would be left for the prince on tis 
throne, but to poſleſs himſelf of the liberties of the people 
thus deſerted and ſurrendered. He repeated his diſapproba 
tion of the addreſs and amendment ; and ſaid, he ſhould nol 
vote for either. Np, Fa 
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The Duke of Richmond arraigned the conduct of admini- Duke of 
tration, in relation to the affairs of America; and deſcribed Riebmend. 
what he called the tremendous and awful ſituation this great 
empire was reduced to; the whole of which he attributed to 
2 want of wiſdom in miniſters, as well as a want of virtue 
in parliament. His Grace mentioned the ſeveral meaſures 
adopted by the King's ſervants againſt that country, and re- 
minded their Lordſhips, that the conſequences from the 
beginning to the very cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, were exactly, 
nay, almoſt literally, foretold by thoſe who diſapproved of 
them; that there was ſomething very remarkable, however, 
in this combination of cauſe and effect; for while oppoſition 
predicted the probable operation thoſe coercive laws would 
producc, | did not neglect to remind miniſters, that they 
ſuppoſed thoſe laws were expreſſly enacted for that purpoſe z 
if ſo, though ſuch a conduct might well ſerve to impeach 
the juſtice of the meaſures, it proved in ſome degree, that 
they were not ſo much the effect of ignorance as defign. 
America had the alternative to ſubmit, or to abide the event 
of reſiſtance ; the ſeveral oppreſſive laws ſpoke that language; 
and as America refuſed to accede to terms of unconditional ſub- 
miffion, ſhe was of courſe compelled to declare herſelf indepen- 
dent. In that point of view, miniſters had been ſucceſsful 
end gained what they ſecretly wiſhed for, though they did not 
dare to openly avow it ; they put all on the iſſue of a trial of 
ſtrength between the parties, in which ſtruggle they flatter 
themſelves they ſhall prevail. Such, certainly, was the ex- 
preſs intention of the capture act; nothing leſs could be ex- 
pected: this law was paſſed in order to put the colonies to 
the teſt,; it was meant to produce ſubmiſſion or indepen- 
dency; the former, in that ſtage of controverſy, was not 
expected; independency was looked for; and miniſters, in 
one inſtance at leaſt, were not diſappointed. To prove the 
truth of what he now aſſerted, he gave a ſhort hiſtory of the 
capture act; he ſhewed, that the King's ſpeech, on the 
opening of the preceding ſeſſion, promiſed that commiſſioners 
ſhould be ſent out to treat with the Americans; that when 
this promiſe came to be fulfilled by miniſters, the farce was 
ſtill kept up in the capture act, though nothing more than a 
bare power to receive ſubmiſſions, and grant pardons, was 
expreſſed : yet trifling, abſurd, and infiduous, as this muſt. 
appear, miniſters were reſolved, that no good conſequence -* 

ould ariſe ; for though the royal word was'pledged in Oc= 
tobcr, and the law was Per the next month, no attempt 
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was made to fulfil it on the part of adminiſtration for fyll ſe. 


ven months after. This brought ſtrongly into his mind a 
paſſage in a modern writer [ 4. Gibbon] who has written 
on the cauſes of the decline of the Roman empire : where, 
ſpeaking of the chriſtians, and the perſecutions they 
ſuffered under ſome of the Roman emperors, he ſays, 
© they were thus driven from the protection of the law.“ 
His Grace commented very pointedly on that paſſage in the 
King's ſpeech, which ſays, that his deſire is to reſtore to 
them (the people of America) the bleffings of law and li- 
berty, equally enjoyed by every Britiſh ſubjeQ,” This, he 
Taid, was a palpable fallacy ; and could be only introduced 
into the ſpeech by the rn? Bog in order to miſlead the peo- 
ple of this country, and to incenſe them againſt their fellow 
ſubjects in America; and he expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at 
the temerity of thoſe who thus dared to put ſuch a fentence 
in the mouth of their ſovereign. It was abſurd to the laſt 
degree; it was known to be directly repugnant to the expreſs 
conſtitutional ſyſtem of government eſtabliſhed in this coun- 
try; to that power of commercial controul lodged in the 
ſeat of empire; and that great commercial law, the act of 
navigation, which with-held ſeveral great advantages from 
our dependencies in Ireland and America; conſequently, 
It was a vile impoſition to ſuppoſe, that either the ſovereign 
could or would reſtore to America the bleſſings of law and 
liberty, equally enjoyed by every Britiſh fubjeRt, becauſe 
ſuch a promiſed enjoyment was no leſs falſe in contemplation, 
than it was totally impracticable in the execution. His 


Grace next lamented the extreme degeneracy of govern- 


ment :---he boldly affirmed, that it was carried on ** 


through the means of bribery and corruption; that all tel 
of public conduct was laid aſide, which depended upon free- 


dom of thought, or freedom of acting. The indi/eriminat? 
ſupport miniſters received, to whatever meaſures they thought 


proper to propole, though ever ſo ruinous and deſtructive, 


furniſhed daily proofs ef it; and what, from a total diſregard 
which prevailed among public men, to the intereſts of the 
nation, and the innumerable modes of corruption, long eſta- 
bliſhed, with the pew ones daily deviſed and diſcovered, he 
was in his conſcience ſatisfied, that nothing but the perſonal 
virtue of the ſovereign prevented this country from a total 
loſs of liberty. Like Sweden, it was ripe for the event; 


and he begged leave once more to give the moſt ſolemn teſ- 


timony, to declare from the bottom of his heart, that no- 
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thing but the virtue of the ſovereign on the throne prevented 
this country from being at preſent under the dominion of 


arbitrary power. \ 5 
His Grace, after teſtifying his high eſteem for the Gene- 
fals Howe and Carleton, with both of whom he had ſerved, 
men equally deſerving in their private characters, as of high 
merit in their reſpective profeſſions, lamented the fatal ef- 
ſets of the war, with the conduct of which they are en- 
taſted. From their known temper and diſpoſition he ſhould 


have conceived the moſt favourable hopes, if their hands had 


not been fettered by minifters ; nay, indeed, if they had not 
been actually prevented from taking any meaſures but ſuch 
s the laws of war preſcribed. This was a melancholy con- 
ideration, when we reflected, that every life loſt on either 
ide was a diminution of that ſtrength which ought to be 
preſerved, and which ſhould be only employed againſt our 
natural and foreign enemies, This led his Grace to that 
part of the ſpeech, which ſays, 5 I ſtill hope that all miſ- 
mderftandings may be removed, and Europe continue to en- 
py the bleſſings of peace; I think it nevertheleſs neceſlary, 
that we ſhould be in a reſpectable ſtate of defence at home.“ 
This, he ſaid, however artfully and plauſibly diſguiſed, with 
view of anſwering a double purpoſe of holding out peace at 
the preſent, and preparing us for another intepretation, ſhould 
be event make it neceſſary, was a moſt alarming piece of 


nformation. If any explanation was wanting, the preſs- 


rarrants lately iſſued would ſerve as the beſt comment; they 
nuſtified our apprehenfions ; they confirmed our fears, and 
be more ſo, when we recollected, that the greateſt part of 
ur only ſure bulwark and national defence, our navy, was 
on the other fide of the Atlantic. He obſerved, that mini- 
lers had been filent through inattention, or not being able 
bſtand, on this very critical and trying occaſion, the teſt of 
enquiry, It was no ſecret, he ſaid,” that France and Spain 
ad been ſome time arming; that the diſputes between Spain 
nd Portugal were notorious, and the public declarations of 
iminiſter,* in high favour at court, and influence in the ca- 
inet, relative to the intended conduct of this country, 
ould a rupture be the conſequence of thoſe diſputes, made 
jus diſagreement a matter of very ſerious conſideration, par- 


. 


* See the latter part of the Earl. of Rochford's ſpeech on the 
Paniſh armaments laſt year, in the Lords Debates af laſt ſeſion, 
"age I 42. s EX . . * 
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ticularly, as the paſſage in the ſpeech, which alludes to that 
important affair, ſays only, ON &c. that all miſun- 
derftandings may be removed.” On the other hand, if the 
repeated accounts be true, that an open commerce is carried 
on between France and our colonies ; if the latter, in return 
for their native commodities, are ſupplied with military 
ſtores, will not this, if not diſcontinued on their part, be 


looked upon as an avowal of the cauſe of America? So that 
in either event, whether Portugal is attacked, or the colo- A 
niſts are openly affiſted and ſupported by France, a rupture I 
with the united force of the Houſe of Bourbon ſeems incvi- WM 
table. From theſe important facts, and obvious deductions, iſ 
his Grace took occaſion to expatiate on the dangerous predi- WM" 
cament this country now. ftood in, a probable rupture with": 
France and Spain, a civil war with our colonies, our only th 
national defence at the mercy this inſtant of our natural ene- (et 
mies, an accumulating debt, divided councils, and a dil- ha 
tracted people on the verge of political detpair. In ſuch a lle 
dire and calamitous fituation, he recommended a reconcilia- 
tion with our colonies upon any terms. He thought it would fei 
be much better to have them as friends than enemies, though be 
we ſhould be under the neceſſity of acknowledging them a jy 
II 


ſo many independent ſtates. concluded his ſpeech with 
proteſting, that he did not believe that any meaſures thai Pe 
could xow be adopted, would ever peconcile the people a 
America to our government; the attempt, in his opinion 
was impracticable. Though a change of adminiſtration, and 
a change of meaſures in conſequence thereof, ſhould tak 
place, he had no expectation, that, for his part, either, 0 
both, would produce any good conſequence, A noble Lore 
early in the debate, [Lord Cardiff] had ſuppoſed, that thi 
country would not ſupport its rank, as a great Europea 
power, without the colonies : his Grace ſtrongly doubted t 
truth of this reaſoning. Britain had cut as conſpicuous 
figure, as the has done ſince, in the time of the protectorat 
before the colonies were any addition to the ſtrength or opu 
lence of this cquntry. Be that as it may; if the taſk of con 
queſt was impraKticable, as he believed it was, it would 
better to retain our native ſtrength, than waſte it to no pu 
pole. In ſuch a train of impending evils, as ſurrounded W* 
on every fide, he could only venture to pronounce one ce" 1 
tain truth, that he was ſatisfied 255 coumry was ruined, 


1 


Jiared the nation was undoue. 
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The Earl of Sandwich ſaid, the ſpeech recommended mea- 
ſures ſo wiſely framed, and ſo peculiarly well ſuited to the 
preſent, ſituation of affairs, that he ſhould not have troubled® 
their Lordſhips, had not the noble Duke, who ſpoke laſt, allu- 
led to ſome matters, which, as connected witHthe office at which 
te had the honour to preſide, he looked upon himſelf parti- 
wlarly called upon to explain. The noble Duke alle 
that the greateſt part of our force was on the other ſide of 
the Atlantic, and that we were left defenceleſs at home. 
The firſt of theſe aſſertions was not founded in fact; for out 
of 28,000 ſeamen, with one of the moſt formidable fleets this 
country ever beheld, 15,000, including the marines who 
rere doing duty on ſhore, as well as on board the ſhips of 
nar, and two line of battle ſhips, were only on the other fide 
te Atlantic: and as to the other aff&ffion, that we were left in a 
lefenceleſs ſtate at home, it was equally ill- founded; for we 
had a naval force at-this inſtant ready for ſea, allowing that 
the courts of Verſailles and Madrid had any hoſtile intentions 
towards us, which he was perfuaded the had not, fully ſuf- 
feient for our defence and protection. e had the moſt am- 
ple and unreſerved aſſurances from thoſe courts, of their pa- 
atic and friendly diſpoſitions ; if they ſhould turn out other- 
miſc, we are prepared for the wor//, He faid, he looked 
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e navy, which was our only national defence, ſhould be in 
the beſt condition in his power. He was happy to inform 
their Lordſhips, that it was ſo, and he was determined that 
tis kingdom ſhould be prepared for any event that might 
tappen, He ſhould not follow the amendment made by the 
noble Marquis, it took in ſo many different matters, little re- 
ative to the preſent ſubject of debate; but while it recom- 
mended a retroſpective enquiry into the conduct of others, 


auſe of this civil war we are engaged in, was the bad policy 
cal ſituations, laid a foundation for it, by the repeal of the 


lis laſt breath. As a friend to his country, he muſt diſſent 
from the extraordinary propoſition made by the noble Duke 
#ho ſpoke laſt, ** recommending a reconciliation with Ame- 
nea upon any terms, even upon grounds of admitting their 
dependency.” As an Engliſhman, and a friend to his 
country, he could not endure the thought; he would ne- 
fer conſent to ſubſcribe to a doctrine, ſo derogatory to the 


Fd 
- 
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rted, 


won it to be his duty, as an official man, to take care, that 


te could not, now he was up, help declaring, that the true 
of thoſe, who, by their advice, power, influence, and offi- 


lamp-act. He had often faid ſo, and would avow it with 


honour, 5 
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\  » honour, ſo diſgraceful to the character, and ſo deſtructive to 
the intereſts of this ＋ 5 He would riſque ever thing 
ſooner than accede to it; he would hazard every drop of 
blood, and the laſt ſhilling of the national treaſure, ſooner 
than Britain ſhould be ſet at defiance, bullied, and dictated 

do byherungratefgtand undutiful children, her difobedient and 
rebellious ſubjects. He alluded to a paſſage in the laſt men- 
tioned noble Duke's ſpeech, in which he proteſted, that he 
did not believe either a change of men or meaſures, in conſe- 
uence of it, would effect a reconciliation, ſo as to bring 
America back to her former diſpoſition. He believed his 
Grace, for he was certain that the reſentments of America 
were not directed againſt any particular ſet of men; he was 
convinced that they deſpiſed their ſuppoſed friends, as well 
as their pretended enem ii; and that their intentions were 
uniformly from the beginning to render themſelves independent 


of the parent ſtate. i 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond, miſtaking his Lordſhip's words, 
Klaud. eſired that he might be permitted to explain himſelf ; he 
ſuppoſed that the laſt noble Lord r to hun the follow- 
ing words: though there ſhould be a change of men, 
there will be no change of meaſures.“ He therefore begged 
to be underſtood, that he neither meant, nor made uſe of any 
ſuch expreſſion. He thought it neceſſary, for he was cer- 

tain, if there was a change of men, there would be a chan 
of meaſures. For his part, he did not wiſh to take any. off 
cial part in any ſuch change, for the reaſon before affigned ; Wl bul 
becauſe he was morally certain, that all attempts to recover i nt 
America would be in vain ; the moment was pa/?, that coun- ¶ dro 
try was now zrretrievably loſt, | | ted 
: _ . The Earl of Sandwich appealed to their eee recol- ¶ plac 
election, if the noble Duke had not totally miſ-ftated his] ret 
words, and miſconceived his meaning, and wiſhed to be ſet it x 
right, whether he had done more than repeat the words in the Par 
manner now explained by his Grace, as an argument te bin 
prove, that nothing now remained but to exert the force of dene 
this country to the fulleſt extent, in reducing America to 3 

proper ſtate of legal and conſtitutional dependence. 

Puke f The Duke of Grafton prefaced his particular ſentiments of 
Dian. the meaſures chalked out in the ſpeech, in the ſtrongeſt diſap- 
* probation of the conduct of adminiſtration from the begin- 
ning. He pledged himſelf to the Houſe, and to the public 
at large, that while he had a leg to ſtand on, he would come 
down, day after day, to expreſs the moſt marked abhorrence 
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of the meaſures hitherto purſued, and meant to be adhered to, 
in reſpect to America, He condemned, in terms equally 
explicit, and unreſerved, the meaſures which had com- 
pelled America to declare herſelf independent, though he 
was ſorry for it, and thought ſhe acted extremely wrong in 
ſo doing. He ſaid, minifters had not only effected this part 
of their ſcheme, by a ſet of the moſt cruel, oppreffive, de- 
ſtructive, and impolitic laws, that were ever deviſed by a 
deliberate aflembly, but they had likewiſe brought them- 


thoſe on this fide of the Houfe ; he intended by this expreſ= 
fon, he ſaid, no particular diſtinction of party; he meant 
only the noble Lords with whom he voted in the courſe of 
the laſt ſeſhon on American affairs. Thoſe predictions mi- 


day, the very ſpeech delivered from the throne, proved this 
trath ; and when other circumftances came to be revealed, 
their veracity could not be queſtioned, they were beyond 
the reach of doubt, much leſs of naked contradiction. He 
was juſtified, from an authority which could not be diputed, 
to aver, that four ſhips of the line, with a confiderable num- 
ber of land forces on board, had lately ſailed from Ca- 
diz; that another fleet of ſeven men of war of the line, 
with a body of at leaſt 10,000 land forces, were preparing 
to follow them ; that the French had been for fome months 
buſily employed in making very formidable naval prepa- 
tions; the conſequence of which was, that a ftrong ſqua- 
dron of men of war were now lying at Breſt, completely fit- 
ted and manned, waiting only for orders to proceed to the 
place of its intended deſtination. His Grace attributed our 
preſent alarming ſituation to a want of proper information; 
t was, he contended, the great cauſe of all our misfortunes, 
Parliament was led blind-folded ; they aſſented to every 
ting miniſters propoſed ; they repoſed an unlimited confi- 


kme ſpirit of obſtinacy and infatuation they ſhould wilfully 
continue to perſiſt in error, they muſt acknowledge, that 
they were groſſly, and, he believed, - wilfully deceived. He 
minded miniſters, how often, and with what confidence, 
lie laſt year, when the peſſible, if not probable, interference 
if foreign powers was ſuggeſted, as a e round of expe- 
diency for us to relax in our claims on America, and to 
adopt conciliatory meaſures, they pledged themſelves to Par- 

ment, that nw impediment or obitruRion was to be dreaded 

Vor. VII. D from 
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ſelves into a ſituation, which had been often predicted by 


niſters affected io diſbelieve; though the experience of that 


lence in their aſſurances; and though, perhaps, from the 
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from that quarter; that our court daily received the moſt full 


and ſatisfactory aſſurances, aſſurances that might be /afely relied 
on, of the pacific diſpoſition of both France and Spain; yet 
all of a ſudden preſs-warrants are iſſued, while, if the ſpeech 
may be depended on, ſuch a precaution is unneceſſary. Two 
days before the meeting of Parliament, the ſubſtance of the 


ſpeech is flatly contradicted, the aſſurances are no longer to 


be relied on; the noble Lord who prefides at the Admiralty 
tells you, that it became neceſſary to prepare for the worſt. 
Does his Lordſhip mean to amule us, by telling us, that our 
preſent armament was only meant to put us in a ſtate of de- 
fence, confeſſing by that aſſertion, at the ſame time, that, 
before the ſteps now taken, the nation was not in a proper 
ſtate of defence, contrary to the repeated aſſurances that his 


Lordſhip had given to this Houſe that it was ? 
The Earl of Sandwich (to explain) infiſted that he never 


meant to ſay, that the nation was not in a ſtate of defence 
previous to the preparations now going on; for he was cer- 
tain that we were all along prepared; what he meant to ſay 
was, that as a diſpute ſubſiſted between Spain and Portugal, 
which might call for our interference, as well as mediation, 
if puſhed to extremities, he thought it his duty to prepare 


for the worſt, in order to give our mediation the proper 


The Duke of Grafton replied to this explanation by ob- 
ſerving, that although every thing aſſerted by the noble 
Lord had been literally true, he begged leave to differ from 
him in thinking, that our home defence could be looked upon 
as complete, while we ſolely depended on our navy. Ad- 
verſe winds, and a thouſand accidents fleets were liable to, 
pointed out the neceſſity of auxiliary aſſiſtance, ſuch as à 
ſtrong military force, ſhould an enemy. by chance, or -any 
other means, effect a landing. A ſtrong inſtance of the 
truth of this obſervation had, he begged leave to remind 
their Lordſhips, happened during the late war, when dir 
Edward Hawke was wind-bound in Torbay, ſo as not to be 
able to prevent Conflans from invading ſome part of theſo 
kingdoms, though he was apprized of his intention, At the 
critical inſtant Providence interpoſed, and the wind ſuddenly 
changing, Sir Edward was enabled to. proceed to ſea, and 
meet the enemy at the very moment they. had cleared the 
land, by which fortunate circumſtance he was enabled to 
engage them, and defeating them, prevented an invaſion 
which might have been productive of the worſt r 

| | i 
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His Grace concluded therefore, in anſwer to the noble Earl's 
general argument in ſupport of the meaſures of adminiſtra- 


tion, allowing every one of his Lordſhip's aſſertions to be 


founded in fact, and to carry with them the effect they were 
wiſhed to produce, that a powerful naval force was not ſuf- 
ficient alone for home defence; that the filence of the other 
members of the cabinet had the moſt unfavourable appear- 
ance; and as the noble Lord ſeemed to truſt ſo much to the 
reſpectable ſtate of the navy, previous to the preſs, he would 
be glad to have a ſpecific anſwer to this queſtion :---Was the 
naval force, a few days ſince, a ſufficient defence againſt that 
now fitting out, and ready to ſail from Breſt ? Becauſe, if it 
was not, then Parliament had been deſignedly miſſed, the na- 
tion had been groſſly and criminally deceived, miniſters had 
truſted the ſafety of the kingdom to an inferior force, and 
had by fo doing given Parliament official information that 
was not to be relied on. - Such then being the ſtate of public 
affairs reſpecting both America and the unfavourable diſpoſi- 
tions, if not the direct hoſ{ile intentions of foreign powers, the 
leve he bore his country, his reſped for his fovereign, his duty 
as a member of that Houſe, forbid him to approve of an ad- 
dreſs ſo big with miſchief, and ſo much calculated to /u/! the 
nation into a fatal ſecurity, while its deareſt intereſts, its 
very exiſtence, were on the eve of being ultimately decided 
upon. On the contrary, he would moſt earneſtly recom- 
mend, at this alarming criſis, to ſuſpend all further proceed- 
ings, in order that the Houſe might reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee, to enquire into the ſtate of the nation, to learn the 
true cauſes which have occaſioned the revolt of our American 
ſubjects, to diſcover their authors, and to deviſe the beſt 
meaſures for reſcuing the nation from the innumerable perils 
with which it 1s at this e inſtant ſurrounded. 


own certain knowledge, that before any late preparation was 


made on our part, we had a naval force ſufficient to cope 


with any not at Breſt, fitting out there, or preparing to de- 
part, The armament alluded to was but a ſmall one, con- 
fiſting only of fix ſhips of the line; but if it had been greater, 


we were ſufficiently prepared. In anſwer to ſomething ſug- 


geſted by the Duke of Grafton, relative to the real motives 


of the armament, whether it was or was not occaſioned wi 
7 


the diſputes ſubſiſting between Spain and Portugal, he ſai 


u was not; but as France had thought proper to augment her 
0 2 > Jo © 
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My 


id, he could give a direct anſwer to the Earl of 95 . 
queſtion now propoſed ; he could affure the Houſe from his nb 
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navy, he thought it his duty to agree with his brethren in 


office, not entirely to truſt to aſſurances, Aſſurances were W 
on ſome occaſions to be firmly relied on, when they were 


accompanied with appearances that bore a full and inequ:ya. 
cal teſtimony of their truth; when they were not, they be- 
came an object of ſerious attention, and called for ſuitable 
meaſures from thoſe whoſe buſineſs it was to watch them. 
As to the expence objected to by the noble Duke, however 
prudent it might be to attend to it in ſome fituations, in 
others it became an obje& of no concern, An early and 
timely preparation on our part would have the effect of /- 
flantial economy ; it would probably be the laſt expence ; for, 
hy incurring it in time, it might, perhaps, prevent a much 
greater. | 115 

The Duke of Richmond again roſe; he begged to ſtate the 
queſtion on a larger ground than it was propounded by the 
noble Duke who ſpoke laſt but one. He obſerved, that the 
noble Lord who undertook the defence of adminiſtration, had 
confeſſed, that the French were fitting out a fleet at Breſt 
that in conſequence of that armament, not on account of the 
1 between Spain and Portugal, his Lordſhip, with the 
reſt of the cabinet miniſters, had adviſed his Majeſty to 


make the preſent propoſed naval augmentation, He ſhould 


Lord VII. 
Weymcoutb., 


therefore be glad to kpow, if the preparations in the Ports of 
France were of a long ſtanding, or whether they came only 
to the knowledge of adminiſtration within a few days ; and 
if they were of along ſtanding, how came adminiſtration tode- 
fer taking the neceſſary meaſures earlier? He again reprehended 
miniſters very ſeverely on this ſilence, which if longer per- 
fiſted in, he ſhould impute to the moſt unbecoming and cri- 
minal contempt, or to their inability of giving a ſatisfaQory 
anſwer. | 

Lord Viſcount Hymonth faid, the abſence of two cabinet 
miniſters, [Lords Gower and Suffolk] was the occafion of 
that ſilence on the part of adminiſtration which had been im- 
properly imputed to a reluctance or inability to give ſatisfac- 
tion to the Houſe, He defended the ſpeech from the ſeveral 
objections made to it; and faid, he particularly roſe to ex- 
plain a matter which had been unwarrantably preſſed on the 
noble Earl who ſpoke laſt on the ſame ſide. The noble Duke 


who ſpoke before him propoſed the following dilemma : — 


either adminiſtration knew of the armament fitting out at 
Breſt, or they did not; if they did, and failed ſo much in 
their duty as not to take the neceſſary ſteps to meet and 
| 4. eounteract 
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counteract, then we were blameable; if they did not, they 
were ſtill more cenſurable for neglecting fo indiſpenſible a 
part of their duty. Now, in his opinion, without admit- 
ung either concluſion, the matter might be cleared up, and 
miniſters, inſtead of incurring any juſt cenſure, would be 
found to have acted perfectly — Ew and judiciouſly ; for 
they knew that the preparations were going on; and they 
reſolved to keep pace with them. In anſwer, therefore, to 


B 


1 


1 


fy, that notice was received of the armaments going on in 


nation; that the ſhips intended for ſervice were fitted for 
ka ; and that when the moment arrived, in which it was 
prudent for this country to make her real intentions known, 
orders were given for a preſs, the ſhips were ready to re- 
ceive the men, and, as ſoon as the number of ſeamen neceſ- 
ary to proceed to ſea are procured, it is only to ſhip them, 
md the buſineſs will be compleated. He congratulated the 
ation on the addreſs, and the expedition with which the 
hole was executed; and was glad to find, though nothing 
of the kind was intended, that the ſecrecy with which the 
rhole was conducted, ſhould make the tranſaction paſs un- 
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tie eagle and obſervant eyes of the noble 


autions and preparations his Majeſty's ſervants had wiſely 
ten making, ſhewed their vigilance and activity, while it 
&monſtrated the prudence that accompanied that vigilance 


ther at home or abroad, It was no ſecret to great num- 
ters, that the nation was not only prepared, but earlier pre- 
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ith us, and thereby taking vs by ſurprize. 


bon [the Duke of Grafton. ] He ſaid, his Lordſhip had 
nfully evaded giving a direct anſwer to the queſtion pro- 
oied to him, He had anſwered, that the naval force of 


erior to the armament then fitting out at Breſt. He beg- 
Kd leave to put the —_— upon a more general ground, 
i the naval force of Britain, now ready to proceed to ſea, 


France; that adminiſtration availed themſelves of that infor- 


Fmch could effect its purpoſes, without creating an alarm 


ared than was expected by thote who might think they 
would have an intereſt and advantage in being before-hand 


21 


the charge, why did you not arm earlier? It is enough to 


» 


oſerved in general, and ſhould have, in pO eſcaped 
ords on the other 
ide of the Houſe, who, by their total ignorance of the pre- 


The Duke of Richmond returned to the queſtion put to Duke of 
e firſt lord of the admiralty by the noble Duke in the blue Richmond: 


us country, before the preſs- warrants were iſſued, was ſu- . 


ſufficient © 
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' garment was ſo thin, or the diſguiſe ſo groſs and ill- ſuited 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776 
ſofficient for home defence, and for the neceſſary defence o 
the empire; ſuppoſing that France and Spain ſhould break 


with us, either by abetting America, or in caſe of an at- 


tack. upon Portugal? This, his Grace ſaid, was a queſtion 
that could not be evaded or anſwered in the affirmative, 
without a profeſſed defign to miſlead the Houſe, and impoſe 
on the nation. | | 
The Earl of Sandwich anſwered, that our fleet was in 
prime condition ; that the complements of our ſhips were 
nearly made up; and, that we could fit out a fleet at: 
ſhort notice, nearly equal to all the powers of Europe. 
The Lord Vycombe 1 
that the Houſe could continue to ſubmit coolly to the con- 
tempt with which adminiſtration had treated it, both in the 
ſpeech, and the manner in which the ſpeech was defended in 
the courſe of the evening. The ſpeech, he ſaid, was a piece 
of metaphyſical refinement, framed with a purpoſed defig 
to impoſe; the defence made to continue the impoſition, wa 
nothing more than a ſtring of ſophiſms, no leſs wretched in 
their texture, than inſolent in their tenor. He ſaid, he was nc 
great metaphyfician, but ftill he knew enough of the ſci 
ence of metaphyſics to ſee and detect the manifeſt falfhoods 
clothed in the ſemblance of truth, particularly when the 


that further confidence would be madneſs, and remaining if 
error would be the effect of the moſt ſenſeleſs ſtupidity. 
Such being the contents of the ſpeech, the manifeſt inten 
tion of its framers, and the ſhameful conduct of its defen 
ders, he begged the indulgence of the Houſe, while he 
briefly delivered his ſentiments on thoſe ſeveral points. 


the firſt part of his engagement, he proceeded to conſider the 


ſpeech paragraph by paragraph. In the execution of thi! 
taſk, he truſted he ſhould prove, that it was fraught with? 
mixture of the moſt unqualified abſurdity, treachery, cruel 


ty, hypocriſy, and deceit. The very opening of it was mani 


feſtly falacious; for how was it poffible to expect unanimi 
at home in ſupport of the -proſecution of a war, the origin: 
object of which was profeſiedly to en/lave three millions 0 
Britiſh-born ſubje&s ? How could minifters dare to call fot 
unanimity from thoſe whom they had ſo repeatedly inſulted 
betrayed, and deceived ? and the imputation of unanimi 

was ſtill more abſurd, when it was looked for from thok 


who had ſo often predicted, nay literally foretold them eve 
| | circum 


arl of Shelburne] ſaid, he was a/?on:/hed 
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arcumſtance which had happened in the courſe of this cruel 


bed the preſent awful and alarming ſtate of this country, 
both in regard of her ſubjects in America, and her home ſe- 
curity.-—His Lordſhip obſerved, that the firſt paragraph 
contained many ſpecious falſhoods, as well as thoſe he had 


cur commiſſion, with circumſtances of indignity and inſult.” 


plauſibly and artfully ſtated. For the pretended means of 
unciliation alluded to, were held back ſo long, the commiſ- 
ton not being made out, nor the commiſſioners ſent, till 
about the middle of May, that the people of America, if 


n declaring themſelves independent, from the moſt obvious 
motives of elf preſervation ; but when theſe pretended means 
of conciliation held out r. but a naked offer of pardon, 
on the terms of unconditional ſubmiſſion, the hitherto unparal- 


ald effrontery of miniſters, who could thus dare to deceive 
e bcir ſovereign, could now be only equalled by the political 
ed. fliadneſs and tame fervility of thoſe who could ſubmit, or 


ſentations in argument and concluſion. Every opprobrious 


fiends of adminiſtration, particularly two or three of the 
been repreſented daring, deſperate, traiterous, inſolent, un- 
charges, and they required ſuitable proofs. For his part, 
the ſupporters of the ſpeech might have been to improve on 
lieir property, their privileges, and unalienable rights, re- 
els; if ſuch doctrines had prevailed at the time of the Re- 
Tolution, their Lordſhips would not then probably be fitting 


n that Houſe. If reſiſting a /awful authority, though per- 
laps not a rightful authority, be the eſſence of treaſon, the 


ſpeech 


d bloody buſineſs to the preſent inſtant ;_ and had fre- 
quently, during laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, faithfully deſeri- 


uſt remarked on. It charged the Americans with “ rejecting the 
mans of conciliation held out to them under the authority of 


This his Lordſhip contended was no leſs untrue, than 


be commiſſioners were armed with powers ſuffieient to hold 
cut fair and ſolid means of conciliation, were fully juſtified 


fuallow ſuch groſs deviations in point of fact, and miſrepre- 
charge which could tend to inflame the people of this coun- 
try againſt their fellow ſubjects in America was ſtuffed into 
the ſpeech, and had been copied and improved on by the 
noble Lords, who ſpoke early in the debate. They have: 
grateful, and rebellious, Theſe, he ſaid, were ſtrong. | 


whatever the ſpeech may haye decided, or however eager 


tie pattern or doctrines therein laid down, he could never 
be perſuaded to deem people taking up arms in defence of 


Whigs at the Revolution were rank rebels, in the ſenſe the 
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ſpeech uſed the term. King James the Second was their b 
lawful King! It is true, he endeavoured to trample, and in WM i: 
ſome inſtances, did invade their rights; but ſtill, if a rc. 

ſiflance of lawful authority conſtituted an act of treaſon in Ml p 
every poffible event, the Whigs in 1688, and the Provincial 
now in arms, may be deemed rebels. It was an opinion he 
never could accede to ; he would always continue to think, 
that both were a conſtitutional refiftance to a power originally 
legal, but which, by an unconſtitutional exerciſe of it, had 
degenerated into the moſt oppreſſive ſtages of an uſurped arbi- 
trary power.---He ſaid, while he gave his opinion ſo expli- 
citly on the ſufferings of America, he would wiſh to be un- 
derftood, that he never meant this country ſhould. relinquiſh 
its right of commercial controul and regulation over that; on 
the contrary, he always thought, that that power of regula- 
ting the trade of the colonies, was the very eſſence of the 
political connection ſubfiſting between both countries; that 
even if this regulatory power was defined in its moſt full and 
extenfive ſenſe, and acknowledged on the part of the colo- 
nies, yet ſomething more might be ſtill expected; the na- 
tional debt, under which the people of this country now 
groan, is truly and eguitably the debt of every individual in 
the whole empire, whether in Afia, America, or nearer 
home. But until the Americans had full ſatisfaction on the 
queſtion of taxation, and ample reparation for the attack on 
their chatters, till the exclufive right of taxing themſelves, 
and the moſt ſolemn ſecurity was given them for their colo- 
nial pri vi derived through their reſpective legiſſative 
aſſemblies, it was in vain to talk of conciliation.---It was 
poſſible extirpation 2 follow from the means of conciliation 
held out to them, but he was certain, notwithſtanding what 
may have been held out in the ſpeech, conciliation never 
would. — Theſe, he ſaid, were his general ſentiments rela- 
tive to that ſpecies of dependency America owes of right to the 
the parent ſtate. It might not meet the approbation of Wi Pre 
a great number of perſons on the other fide of the Atlantic. Wi w 
That, however, did by no means influence his opinion: it the 
had been the ſame from the beginning. He did not now Pir 
take it up, becaufe our affairs in that country wore at pre- en 
ſent a more favourable aſpe& than at any time during the Pro 
laſt ſeſſion; for he expreſſed himſelf preciſely in fimilar terms, the 
at the time that America was fluſhed with fucceſs, when pic 
they had every foot of Canada in their poſſeſſion, the towa mie 
of — excepted. He referred to the pamphlet N mp 
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by Doctor Price, at the end of which a ſpeech was printed 


in his name, which he owned was authentic. | 

The ſecond paragraph in the fpeech was another meta- 
phyſical refinement, equally ill ſupported in fact or argu- 
ment; if it contained any ſubſtantial truth, it was, that 
the ſame violent oppreſſive meaſures were determined to be 
purſued 3 that we muſt prepare for another campaign, and 
that the foreign mercenaries had executed, with a bloody ala- 
crity, the horrid * of their paymaſters, by butcher- 
ing our fellow- ſubjects in cold blood. It was a very proper 
and timely eulogium in return for a faithful diſcharge of 
their duty, and, he preſumed, was intended to operate as a 
powerful ſtimulative to perſeverance in the ſame commen- 
(able line of conduct. | | 6h 

On the third paragraph he likewiſe commented. And 
inſiſted, that it was fraught with the moſt groſs and no- 
torious falſhoods ; * x9 aſſurances of amity were, or could 
be, received ; and if they were received, and could be de- 
pended on, why arm? why put the nation to {ſo monſtrous 
an expence ? why diſpatch your preſs-gangs in every quar- 
ter of the town ? why let looſe ſo many bands of rufhans, 
to enter by force into people's dwellings, to drag the un- 
happy maſter of a numerous family from them, aboard a.ten- 
der, where perhaps the firſt account they hear of him is, 
that he died of grief and vexation, or of the cruel uſage and 
bad treatment he received before, or during his paſſage to, 
or being aboard at the Nore.---His Lordſhip, howeyer, was 
proud to find, that by the ſpirited conduct of an able ma- 
viſtrate, the lord mayor of London | Mr. Sawbridge] a ſtop 
had been put to thoſe horrid outrages within the limits of 
his juriſdiction.--He had refuſed to back preſs-warrants, 
though it was inſinuated by thoſe that applied, on his refu- 
ſal, that the requeſt was merely complimentary, for that 
the preſs would be carried into the city. He ſaid, if any 
proof were wanting of the unpopularity of the preſent barba- 
rous war, that honeſt magiſtrate's conduct, as expreſling 
the ſentiments of the inhabitants of the firſt city in the em- 
pire, perhaps in the world, was the moſt irrefragable and 
concluſive, If, upon any other occaſion, the moſt diſtant 


proſpect of a foreign war was only ſo much as talked of, 


the citizens of London would be the foremoſt and moſt con- 
ſpicuous in expreſſing their zea! for chaſti/ing our foreign ene- 


mies; but when it was known, that the preſent threatened-- 


rupture is correcled, or, more properly ſpeaking, is a conſe- 
Vol. VII. * Jo 
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. quence of an unnatural profeription of three- millions of their 


fellow-fubje&s, the ſpirit of the nation is bowed down and 
enfeebled, their hearts, as well as their countenances, are 
frozen, and they even remain in a kind of political ſtupor, 


ſcarcely venturing to decide in their own hearts, whether a 


vigorous reſiſtance againſt our foreign enemies may not be 
the means of inſuring evils, no leſs to be avoided, than even 
defeat from the hands of our natural foes, that of forging 
chains for our American brethren, as the leading meaſure in 
aue feafon to the rivetting them on ourſelves. His Lordſhip 
aſſured the noble Earl, | Lord Sandwich] who ſuppoſed, that 
he went over to the continent to ſeek intelligence, that he 
was miſinformed, or miſtaken in his conjectures. It was 
true that he did go to France towards the latter end of the 
ſummer, but with no ſuch intention as the noble Earl was 
pleaſed to impute. He was in Britanny, and in ſeveral parts 
of the ſea coaſt, where he received every mark of politeneſs, 


hoſpitality, and kindneſs, that was in the power of the in- 


habitants of the country to beſtow ; it was, he ſaid, the na- 
tive diſpoſition of the nobility and gentry of France to con- 
duct themſelves in that manner towards all ſtrangers of rank, 
or worthy of note. He was certain, that there was not one 
of their lordſhips preſent, if in his ſituation, who would not 


have had a reception equally kind, friendly, and reſpectfil. 


It would ill become him, therefore, if he had learned any 
thing, through ſuch a confidential medium, to diſcloſe it. 
He truſted, he was incapable of acting in ſuch a manner; 
but whatever wit there might be in the noble Earl's inſinua- 
tion, there was nothing in it ſolid, or relative to the pre- 


| ſent ſubject of debate; for without ſtirring out of England, 


without looking for official information, every body had re- 
peatedly heard, that Spain and Portugal were ſeemingly on 
the eve of a rupture, relative to a diſpute of boundaries of 
territory in the Brazils, which, in its conſequences, was 
likely to involve Britain in a war; that Spain and France 
had been arming for ſome months; that a formidable fleet 1s 
now fitting out at Breſt ; that the French and Spaniſh ports 
were rendered aſylums and places of fafety to the American 


privateers both in Europe and the Weſt Indies ; that warlike 
ſtores were daily tranſported both in French and American 


bottoms, openly from almoſt every port in France; that the 


latter court had, as often as applied to, poſitively refuſed to 


forbid or prohibit American trading veflels or ſhips of war 


from entering their ports; and that, to complete the whole, 


2. 2 per- 
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in a public character at the court of Verſailles, not perhaps 
received with the formalities of an envoy extraordinary, to 
zree upon ſpecific articles, but moſt certainly armed with 
all the efficient powers of a perſon treating on the part of 
an independent ſtate, on certain preliminary conditions, 
leading to engagements of a moſt conſequential and im- 


repeated in the public papers, and known univerſally to every 
perſon who ſpent a ſingle hour's conſideration, or beſtowed 
the leaſt degree of attention on the ſubject, he looked upon 
himſelf fully ſatisfied in flatly contradicting the paſſage al- 
luded to, and ſolemnly affirming, that we do 19 continue 
to receive aſſurances of amity from the ſeveral courts of Eu- 
rope, or that, receiving them, it was a groſs impoſition on 
Parliament to even in/inuate, that they were to be relied or 
depended on. His Lordſhip turned with great indignation 
on the cabinet miniſters ; ſaid, it was very lucky for ſuch of 
them as were abſent, for ſurely, 1n the prefent fituation of 
affairs, they muſt cut a very awkward figure; but he was 


that we had been preparing for ſome months, when the con- 
trary was well known to every clerk and ſtore- keeper in the 
ſeveral dock-yards, nay, a moſt curious circumitance was 
generally reported, and believed to be true, which was, that 
the ſpeech, as firſt manufactured, was obliged to be altered 
two days before its final reviſion ; ſuch being the Informa- 
tion miniſters had of the diſpoſition of foreign courts 'on the 
Thurſday night, or Friday morning, previous to the iſſuing 
the preſs-warrants. He reprehended the noble Lord, whoie 
province it was to procure the neceſſary information, in very 
ſevere terms. He ſaid, when he had the honour of occupv - 


ing the ſame poſt, he ſpared no pains or expence to be fully, 


timely, and minutely informed. He was appriſed of every 
ſtep taken by France in relation to the purchaſe and intended 
conqueſt of Corſica, from its very commencement, While 
that matter was in agitation, he kept it continually in his 
mind, and often thought of it on his pillow ; and though he 
was left alone, and deſerted by all his colleagues in office, 
and brethren in cabinet, he bad the conſcious pleafure in re- 
collecting, that he had done his duty, and that nothing 


could be fairly imputed to his negle& or inattention. 


On the concluding paragraph of the ſpeech, his Lordſhip 


Fas alſo ſevere, He ſaid, it was a compound of the moſt gla- | 


2 ing 


z perſon from the congreſs, if not two or three, were now 


portant nature,--- Theſe being incontrovertible facts, daily 


aſtoniſhed how the noble Viſcount could fo forget, as to ſay, 


— * 
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ring hypocriſy and deceit, unleſs attempting to rob the people 
of America of their property, by laying taxes without their con- 
ſent or approbation, or ſtripping them of their charters, 
the only legal foundation of their legiſlative and perſonal 
privileges, as a proof, that no people ever enjoyed more 
happineſs, under a milder government,“ or unleſs ſince the 
— to this mild government, the ſending over an army 
of blood-thirſty foreign mercenaries to cut their throats, as 


the firſt ſtep to reſtore them the bleſſings of law and liber- 


ty, equally enjoyed by every Britiſh ſubjeQ,” be a truiſm, 
he could not diſcover the moſt diſtant ſemblance of truth 
throughout the whole ſentence. His Lordihip concluded with 
calling on the cabinet miniſters preſent todeclare, whether they 
had applied to the court of Verſailles on any of the leading 
points now mentioned; whether they were diſavowed, miti- 
gated, or explained by that court ; whether, on the otherhand, 
they were openly avowed, or replied to in ſuch a manner, 
as to give us to underſtand, that they would, when their 
armaments were rendered more forward. Theſe, his Lord- 
ſhip inſiſted, were matters that called for ſo many explicit 
anſwers; that until explanations were had on them ſubſtan- 
tially, or in detail, it was impoſſible that their Lordſhips 
could with ſafety proceed, much leſs vote the preſent addreis, 
which might, or might not be true, taking the matter in the 


moſt favourable light.---In fine, it was abſurd, it was an in- 


ſult on common ſenſe, to talk of ©** aſſurances of amity from 
foreign powers, while ſome of thoſe powers were, at leaſt 
hitherto, known to ſecretly abet, and, in ſome inſtances, 
openly countenance, math, and ſupport, our ſubjects now 
reſiſting our authority in America. | 
The Lord Oſborne, [Marquis of Carmarthen, !] faid, he 
was far from approving the conduct of adminiſtration ; he 
was ſatisfied, that they juſtly incurred cenſure in ſeveral 
parts of it; yet he could by no means agree with the amend- 


ment, as it held out inveſtigation and enquiry at the inſtant 


that the fulleſt exertion of the naval and military ftrength 
of Great-Britain was called for, as well for our own protection 
as to bring back our ſubjects in America into x conſtitutional 


acknowledgement of the ſuperiority of this country as the 


parent and governing ſtate : when that acknowledgment 
was obtained, then he would recommend the moſt mild 
and conciliating terms that could be well imagined. No 


noble Lord in that Houſe would go further, or more 


-cheartully, 
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chearfully, in reſtoring peace upon fair, equitable, and 


reaſonable terms than he would, if they ſubmitted to the 


egiſlatiye power of this country; till that ſhould happen 
to be the caſe, none would more zealouſly ſupport ſuch 
meaſures as might promiſe to compel them to a conſti- 
tutional ſubmiſſion to the Britiſh legiſlature. Nothing came 
more fully up to the ideas he entertained and wiſhed 
to convey on the great American queſtion than the declara- 
tory act paſled in 1766, on the repeal of the ſtamp act; 
that aſſerted the legitlative ſupremacy of this country in its 
fulleit extent, and he was aſtoniſhed, that the framers of 
that act could offer to defend America, when the very reſiſ- 
tance, which produced the preſent unhappy civil war, was 
made expreſſly in contradiction to the parliamentary rights 


therein maintained. He ſpoke much of the ingratitude of 


America, the favours we had heaped upon her, and the in- 
ſupportable burdens we had loaded ourſelves with, in rearing, 
nouriſhing, and protecting her, till at length we had raiſed 
her to a pitch of ſtrength and opulence, ſufficient to truſt the 
deciſion of her cauſe to the event of arms. Such was the 
ſtate of things ; and now we had no alternative but either to 
ſuffer America to erect herſelf into an independent ſovereign 
ſtate, which was an opinion, he truſted, would never pre- 
wail in that Houſe, or exert ourſelves to the utmoſt ſtretch 
of our abilities. He ſaid, the ſucceſs of our troops at Long 
Iſland, and the probable good confequences it may be pro- 


ductive of, would, he hoped, give us ſuch a footing in Ame- 


ca, as would break the rebel confederacy in ſome meaſure, 
If New York is taken, which he had little doubt was the 
ale before now, a civil government might be -re-eftabliſhed 
there, which would afford an aſylum to thoſe who were 
forced into a rebellion againſt their inclination, or had ſuf- 
fered for not doing ſo. It would give an oportunity to the 
fnends of Great Britain to ſhew their attachment to the pa- 
rent ſtate, and might probably in the end form ſo powerful 
a balance, as would be ſufficient to reſtore that country to 
i ſtate of obedience and tranquility, without the ſad neceſ- 
ity of wading to it through blood and ſlaughter. 


The Earl of She!burne perceiving that the Earl of Sand- El of 
d Sbelburne. 


wich declined giving any anſwer relative to what ſteps ha 
been taken by adminiſtration towards bringing the court of 
Verſailles to an eclairciſſement, on account of the open coun- 
tenance and ſecret aſſiſtance which had been given to Ame- 
ca in the courſe of the preſent civil war, called once more 

on 
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on his Lordſhip, and at the ſame time inſiſted he ſhould give 


the Houſe ſome information relative to the ſtate of the navy, 


the number of ſhips we could fit out upon an emergency, a 


liſt of thoſe now ſerving in America, and the force collected 


in the French ports. 
The Earl of Sandtuich ſaid, he did not think himſelf per- 


mitted to give the explanation required: ſuch an explanation 


would not be prudent at this time. If the intentions of 


France were hoſtile, it might not be proper, though he be- 
lieved they were not. At all events he thought ſuch an 
eclaireiſſement would be highly improper reſpecting our home 
defence. As for the force ſerving in America, it confiſted 


of two ſhips of the line, ten fiſties, and ſeventy-one frigates 


and armed veſſels, amounting in the whole to eighity- three 
ſhips and veflels of war, and 15, o ſeamen. | 

The Earl of She/burne faid, he did not make the requiſition 
now evaded, by way of a perſonal application. He knew 
his Lordſhip too well, and had too thorough a knowledge of 
him, to trouble him on any ſubject on which he ſhould he 
obliged to depend on his wird. He called upon him in his 
official character, and expected to be anſivered, 

The Earl of Sandwich ſaid, he could not ſatisfy his Lord- 
ſhip ; that the queſtion was of too delicate a nature to admit 
of an explanation.” That nothing was ſaid in that Houſe 
that did not get out; that let our force be what it migin, 


, we ſhould, from motives of policy, forbear to diſcloſe it, par- 


ticularly when foreign powers were arming, and known to 
be in ſome degree of forwardneſs; that if we had any ene- 
mies, they would be ſoon made acquainted with our fitua- 
tion.---It might be ſuppoſed, that people would not be 
wanting, nay, if all other means were denied, the very 
door-keepers might and muſt have it in their power to dit- 
cloſe that ſpecies of intelligence which. it is our buſineſs to 
conceal. 

The Earl of She/brrne ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed that an. 
man in office in that Houſe, who was reſponſible to the 
public, and accountable to their Lordihips, dare, upon {« 
important an occaſion, trifle with the Howe, and refuſe the 
neceſſary information, when he at the ſame time confeſſed 
it was in his power to ſatisfy them.---Here a great confuſio 
aroſe, and a general call for order ! order ! order ! 

The Duke of Richmond contended, that his noble friend 
was by no meas diſorderly; that as a Lord of Parliament 


fitting in that Houle, and called upon for his dries 
ix; a 


* * 5 a a Y * J 


I 


pA 1 
had a right to have the queſtion now put fully and fairly 4 
anſwered. 1 | 


The Earl of Sandwich replied, he was in the judgment of Eart of 
the Houſe ; that he was ready, if the Houſe infiſted on it, Sandwicks 
[A cry of No; no; 10. 
The Earl of Briſal. I think the noble Earl is properly Earl of 
WH juſtifiable in not anſwering the queſtion now ſo warmly el. 
| WY prefled, unleſs at the expreſs deſire of the Houſe, The Houte = 
bo not wiſh for any ſuch explanation, in which, I am of opi- ..=- 
nion, they have acted very. wiſely. ' It would anſwer no one 
| WF good purpoſe : I am certain, taking the fact either way, it 
c WT night be productive of many bad ones. The noble Earl 
| Wl preterves every poſſible confidence that can be repoſed in 
s WH him. I had the honour of fitting with him at the board, 
eat which his Lordſhip now preſides, and can, from my own 
knowledge and experience in my profeſſion and official cha- 
n WF rater, affirm, that no man is capable of diſcharging the du- 
ties of the important ſtation he now fills with more fidelit 
of and ability than his Lordſhip. The noble Lord who ſpoke 
de laſt but one [Lord Shelburne] is very defirous to be ac- 
us quainted with the detail of our naval force at home, I can 
tell his Lordſhip, that we have twenty-three ſhips of the 
d- line, their complements nearly full, and the ſhips in a con- 
ut dition to proceed to ſea at a day's notice, I will tell him 
ne further, that the prefent preſs will furniſh us with ſeamen 
i, Wl ſufficient to man the ſhips going to be put into commiſſion ;_ 
1-ol that we may have forty ſail of the line ready for ſea by the 
1088 firſt of March; nay, i may venture farther, and aſſure the 
ne- Houſe, that they will be ready early in wt nay From 
ua- which I am fairly authoriſed to draw this clear deduction, 
boi and which will be partly an anſwer to the queſtion put early 
erſſ in the debate by the noble Duke in the blue ribbon [Duke 
Ju- of Grafton ;] the other noble Duke who enlarged the queſ- 
s tag tion, [ Duke of Richmond] and by the noble Lord, Lord 
dhelburne] whom I laſt mentioned; and it is this; that the 
ang guardſhips are a nl match for any naval armament now ready „ 
tic in the French and Spaniſh harbours, and that the additional 
n 10 armament propoſed to be fitted out, will give us ſuch a fleet, 
as the whole combined force of France and Spain will not, 
fel by the time I have firſt ſtated, be able to cope with. 
mio The ſame noble Lord has paſſed great encomiums on the 3 
. chief magiſtrate of the city of London, for what his Lord 
10008 ſhip is pleaſed to term, that magiſtrate's ſpirited and com- 
nen mendable conduct. He has, he ſays, refuſed to back the 
c: 1 prefs-warrants, Now, for my part, I entertain a very dif- 
| WO - ferent 


1&”) 


- ſuch a number to be kept in America, conſequently ſeveral 


pearance; but I know likewiſe, that we are, as the noble 


hs, 4 


W 
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ferent opinion of the worthy magiſtrate's conduct; and ſo Wl 
far from being a popular ſtep, I truſt it will meet with that Wi 
degree of public diſapprobation it juſtly merits. The noble. 
Lord himſelf looks upon a war with France and Spain to be 
inevitable : we may preſume, that his Lordſhip, and his 

favourite magiſtrate, unite in opinion. How then are we Wt 
to interpret the conduct of one, or the approbation of the WIA 
other? They muſt know, that though the ſtrength and ſecu- 
rity of the iſland is known to depend upon our navy, that 
without ſeamen ſhips are of no fervice, and that on emergen- 
cies, ſuch as the preſent, we are always obliged to have re- 
courſe to a preſs ; yet what muſt we think of thoſe, who, at 
ſo critical and alarming a criſis, would ſooner ſacrifice, not 
only the intereſts, but hazard the very exiſtence of the na- 
tion, to party views and perſonal reſentments. The noble 
Lord ſuppoſes, that the abſence of tlie greater part of our 
frigates on the other ſide of the Atlantic is at preſent a 
very dangerous circumſtance, if any actual ſudden opera- 
tions were intended to be carried into execution. That, 
however, is not the caſe ; nothing of the kind is expected; 
bur even if it were, we have ſeveral frigates at home fit for {iſſ»ad 
ſervice, and ſeveral others that could be eaſily made ready for 
fea at a ſhort notice; beſides, if things ſhould take a more 
ſerious and deciſive turn, we could order home a ſufficient 
number from America. Without ſending for them, now fe. 
that the landings are effected, there will be no occaſion for {4a 


of them will return to Britain, My Lords, I have ſpent the 
greateſt part of my life in the naval ſervice, and mean to de- 
dicate the remainder to my profeſſion, if circumſtances ſhould 
make it neceſſary, I know that things wear a ſuſpicious ap- 


Earl has more than once affured your Lordſhips this night, 
prepared for the worſt, The Britiſh navy has always hither- 
to been invincible, and I truſt ever will. Whatever cha-WWQ it 
rater I have obtained in the ſervice, either as an official or 
a profeſſional man, I am ready to ſtake it, that we will be M 
more than a match for our enemies, taking the queſtion of a 
rupture at the preſent, or at any more remote period. I am, 
my Lords, thoroughly convinced of the truth of what I node c 
advance; and as the beſt proof both of my own conviction, 
and of my readinefs to ſupport thoſe ſentiments, am ready to ne 
take any command which it may be * proper to en- 
truſt me with, I will never ſerve in any other character 'y 25 
| OY 3.7 . | . 
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tat which I have been accuſtomed to from my earlieſt 
duth. I would decline any other were it offered to me, 
chile I would . chearfully execute any commands which 
night be laid upon me in the way of my profeſſion. 


The amendment being negatived, was entered as a pro- 


tft, of which the following is a true copy. <4 
Amendment propoſed to be made to the motion for an ad- 
| dreſs on his Majeſty's ſpeech. | 

To aſſure his Majeſty, that, animated with the moſt ear- 
ſt and fincere zeal for his true intereſt, and the real glor 
if his reign, we behold with inexpreſſible concern the IS 
«a very large and lately loyal and affectionate part of his 
xople entirely alienated from his. government. Nor can 
re conceive, that ſuch an event, as the diſaffection and re- 
jolt of a whole people could have taken place, without ſome 
onfiderable errors in the conduct obſerved towards them. 
'Theſe erroneous meaſures, we conceive, are to be im- 
ted to a want of ſufficient information being laid. before 
Parliament, and to too large a degree of confidence being re- 
pled in thoſe miniſters, who from their duty were obliged, 
and from their official ſituation were beſt enabled, to know 
he temper and diſpoſition of his Majeſty's American ſub- 
pets, and were therefore preſumed moſt capable of pointing 


ot ſuch meaſures as might produce the moſt ſalutary effect. 


fence the ſchemes which were formed for the reduction and 
haſtiſement of a ſuppoſed 7ncon/rderable party of factious men, 


ave driven thirteen large provinces to deſpair. Every act, 


mich has been propoſed as a means of procuring peace and 


miſſion, has become a new cauſe of war and. revolt; and. 


re now find ourſelves almoſt inextricably involved in a 
toody and expenſive civil war; which, beſides exhauſting 
# preſent the ſtrength of all his Majeſty's dominions, expo- 
ing our allies to the defigns of their and our enemies, and 
kaving this kingdom in a moſt perilous ſituation, threatens 
I 5 iſſue the moſt deplorable calamities to the whole Bri- 
uh race. | | | 


We cannot avoid lamenting, , that in conſequence of the 


nedit afforded to the repreſentations of miniſters, no hearing 
tas been given to the reiterated complaints and petitions. of 
te colonies ; neither has any ground been laid for removing 
the original cauſe of theſe unhappy differences, which took their 
ne from queſtions relative to parliamentary proceeding, 
nd can be ſettled only by parliamentary authority. By 
bis fatal omiſſion, the commiſſioners nominated for the appa- 
FTO0k. 3.06 - - ä . 
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rent purpoſe of making peace, were furniſhed with no legal 
power but thoſe of giving or with-holding pardons at their 


pleafure, and of relaxing the ſeverities of a ſingle penal act of f 


parliament, leaving the whole foundation of this unhappy contro- 
wer ſy juſt as it ſtood at the beginning. 

To repreſent to his Majefty, that in addition to this neg. 
lect, when, in the beginning of the laſt ſeſſion, bis Majeſty, 
in his gracious ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, had 
declared his reſolution of ſending out commiſſioners for the 
purpoſes therein expreſſed, as ſpeedily as poſſible; no ſuch com- 
miſhoners were ſent until near ſeven months afterwards, and 
until the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of the only 
town then held for his Majeſty in the thirteen united colo- 
nies. By this delay, a&s of the moſt critical nature, the 
effect of which muſt as much depend on the power of imme- 
diately relaxing them on ſubmiſſion, as in enforcing them 
upon diſobedience, had only an operation to inflame and ex- 
aſperate. But if any colony, town, or place, had been in- 
duced to ſubmit by the operation of the terrors of theſe acts, 
there were none in the place of power to reſtore the people fo 
ſubmitting. to the common rights of ſubjeQion. The inha- 
bitants of the colonies apprized that they were put out of 
the protection of government, and ſeeing no means provided 
for their entering into it, were furniſhed with reaſons, but 
too colourable, for breaking off their dependency on tae 
crown of this kingdom. | 

To aſſure his Majeſty, that, removing our confidence 
from thoſe who in ſo many inſtances have groſsly abuſed it, 
we ſhall endeavour to reſtore to Parliament the confidence of 
all his people. 

To this end it may be adviſable to make a more minute 
enquiry into the grievances. of. the colonies, as well as into 
the conduct of miniſters with regard to them. We may 
think it proper particulary to enquire, how it has happened, 
that the commerce of this kingdom has been left expoſed to the re- 
priſals of the colonies, at the very time, when their ſeamen and 

ermen, being indiſcriminately prohibited from the peace- 
able exerciſe of their occupations, and declared open erfe- 
mies muſt be expected, with a certain aſſurance, to betake 
themſelves to plunder, and to reak their revenge on the com- 
merce of Great Britain. 15 

That we underſtand, that amidſt the many diſaſters and 
diſgraces which have attended on his Majeſty's arms in 

many parts of America, an advantage has been gained 110 
| | is 
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gal by his Majeſty's Britiſh and foreign mercenary forces in the 
t of province of New Vork. That if a wi/e, moderate, and pro- 
N r1dent 11fe, be made of their advantage, it is not improbable that 
Ls happy effects may reſult from that uſe, And we aſſure his 
Majeſty, that nothing ſhall be wanting on our part to ena- 
55 ble his Majeſty to take full advantage of any diſpoſitions 
12 1 bs reconciliation, which may be the conſequence of the mi- 
ch ſeries of war, by laying down, on our part, real per- 
© Wnaent grounds of connection between Great Britain and 
m. de colonies, on principles of liberty, and terms of mutual aduan- 
lage. 
ns. That whilſt we lament this effuſion of Engliſh blood, 
8 (which we hope has not been greater, or other than neceſſity 
e Wr:quired, and honour juſtified) we ſhould moſt heartily con- 
ratulate his Majeſty on any event leading to the great de- 
Hae able end of ſettling a peace, which might promite to laſt, 
*r the reſtoration of the ancient affection which has happily 
wi ſubſiſted in former times between this kingdom and its co- 
Fx bnics : any other would neceflarily require, even in caſe of 
total conqueſt, an army to maintain, ruinous to the 
= finances, and incompatible with the freedom of his Majeſty's 
oa Kople. We ſhould look with the utmoſt ſhame and horror 
on any events, of what nature ſoever, that ſhould tend to 
break the ſpirit of any large part of the Britiſh nation, to 


ne low them to an abject unconditional ſubmiſſion to any power 
ce vhatſoever, to annihilate their liberties, and to ſubdue them 
- WO ſervile principles, and paſſive habits, by the mere force of 
1 ſoreign mercenary arms. Becauſe, amidſt the exceſſes and 


thufes which have happened, we muſt reſpect the ſpirit and 
ptinciples operating in theſe commotions. Our wiſh is, to 
#pulate, not to deſtroy them. For though, differing in 
lm@bircumftances, thoſe very principles evidently bear ſo 
tat an analogy with thoſe which ſupport the moſt valuable 
fart of our own conſtitution, that it 1s impoſſible, with any 
appearance of juſtice, to think oF WHOLLY EXTIRPATING 
THEM BY THE SWORD IN ANY PART OF HIS MAJESTY'S 
boMINIONS, WITHOUT ADMITTING CONSEQUENCES, 
AND ESTABLISHING PRECEDENTS, THE MOST DANGE-= 
OUS TO THE LIBERTIES OF THIS KINGDOM, 
The queſtion was put, Whether theſe words ſhall ſtand 
part of the motion ? 
It was reſolved in the negative, 
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Diſſentient. | 
MANCHESTER. RockincGHAM. DE FERRARSs. 
PoRTLAND. RING. EFFINGHAM, 
RICHMONPD. CRAVEN. ABERGAVENNY, 
SCARBOROUGH. FiTZWILLIAM. Po NSN B. 
DEVONSHIRE. ABINGDON, 
| November 1. 
Addreſs preſented. 


The humble Addreſs of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled. 
 Mft Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return your Majeſty our humble thanks for your 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 

It is with the trueſt ſatisfaction we congratulate your Ma- 
pity on the ſucceſs of your arms in the province of New 

ork, the recovery of Canada, and the fair proſpeQ of de. 
cifive good conſequences, which, under the bleſſing of Di- 


vine Providence, is now opened by the firmneſs of your Ma- 


jeſty's councils, the valour and good conduct of your Ma- 
jeſty's officers and forces by ſea and land, and by the zeal 
and bravery of the auxiliary troops in your Majeſty's ſer- 
vice. - ; 
We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that nothing would 
have given us equal happineſs to the having been inform. 
ed by your Majeſty, at the opening of this ſeſſion, that 
the troubles, which have ſo long diſtracted North America, 
had been at an end; that your Majeſty's unhappy people in 
thoſe provinces had recovered from their deluſion, and, 
awakened by a due ſenſe of their misfortunes and miſdoings, 
had delivered themſelves from the oppreſſion of their leaders, 
and were returned to their duty. While we lament that 
your Majeſty's humane and merciful intentions have been 
fruſtrated by the negle& ſhewn to the means of conciliation 
notified under the authority of your Majeſty's royal com- 
miſſion, we feel the ſtrongeſt indignation at the inſolent 
manner in which they were rejected; and we want words to 
expreſs our abhorrence of the deſperate ſpirit of thoſe over: 


bearing men, who with an inſatiable thirſt of power and do- 


minion, which has uniformly actuated all their proceedings, 
have now renounced allegiance to the crown, and all politi- 
cal connection with Great Britain; and, with an arrogance 
equal to the enormity of the attempt, leſt a doubt of _ 

rea 


A 


al 
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real defigns ſhould remain on the breaſt of any perſon what- 
ever, have ſet up their rebellious canfederacies for inde- 
pendent ſtates, We are fully aware of the miſchief which 
would accrue from the ſucceſs of this treaſon to your Ma- 
jeſty's loyal colonies, to the commerce of this nation, and, 
more remotely indeed, ht not leſs certainly, to the ſyſtem 


of Europe, and to every ſtate upon the continent of Europe 


poſſeſſed of diſtant colonies, 
We reflect with plcaſure on the ſolid advantage which will 
be derived from the object of the rebels being openly avowed 
and clearly underſtood, the unanimity which will prevail at 
home, founded in a conviction of the juſtice and neceſſity of 
your Om meaſures. Inſpired with the ſame zeal for 
the cauſe of our country which animates the kingdom at 
large, we will ſteadily ſupport your Majeſty in the vindica- 
tion of the honour of your crown, and the juſt rights of 
Parliament, and will chearfully concur in making the neceſ- 
fary proviſions for thoſe great purpoſes. Fr 
The aſſurances of amity, which your Majeſty continues 
to receive from the ſeveral courts of Europe, afford us great 
ſatisfaction ; we entertain the moſt grateful ſenſe of the en- 
deavours, which your Majeſty is exerting to conciliate the un- 
happy differences between two neighbouring powers; and we 
truſt that, by your Majeſty's auſpicious endeavours, theſe 
miſunderſtandings will be removed, and Europe continue to 


enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſings of peace. Permit us, Sir, at 


the fame time, to return your Majeſty our dutiful thanks for 


your proyident attention in guarding againſt any events which 


may ariſe out of the preſent fituation of affairs, by keeping 
us in a reſpectable ſtate of defence at home. 


With hearts full of duty and gratitude, we acknowledge 
the happineſs which, under your Majeſty's mild government, 


s extended to every part of the Britiſh Empire ; of which 
the late flouriſhing ſtate of the revolted provinces, their 
numbers, their wealth, their ſtrength by ſea and land, which 
they think ſufficient to enable them to make head againſt the 
Fhole power of the mother country, ſhew that they have 
abundantly participated. And we earneſtly hope, that your 
Majeſty's paternal object of reſtoring your diſtracted colo- 
nes to the happy condition from which, by their own miſ- 
conduct, they are wretchedly fallen, will be ſpeedily attained. 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer, 
My Lords, : 5 
I return you my thanks for this dutiful and affectionate _ 
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It is with the greateſt pleaſure J obſerve the ſatisfaction 
- which the ſucceſs of my arms againſt the rebels ia North 
America has given to all my loving ſubjects. That which 
you expreſs is highly acceptable to me, 
The preſervation of the public tranquility ; the happineſ 
of all my people ; and the maintenance of our moſt excellent 
conſtitution, are the invariable objects of my heart. 
Adjourned to November 4. 
. November 4. 
King's anſwer reported. 
4 November 8. 
iverſary o npowder plot. 
1 


Private buſineſs. a 
N ovember 7. 


Nothing done. Adjourned to November 11. | 
| November 11, 12, 13. : : 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to November 18. 


| November 18, 

Private buſineſs. | = 
Farl of The Earl of Marchmont ſaid, he had obſerved, with ſome 
Ifarchment. concern, the buſineſs of parhament poſtponed in the early 
park of the ſeſſions; in the winter time little done, and little 
to do ; every thing put off from time to time, till the ſpring 
or fummer, when every thing comes together; what with 
bills from the other Honſe, what with reports from rhe jud- 
ges, what with national affairs, what with appeals, and what 
with private applications, all the bufineſs was crowded into i 
| few weeks of the ſummer, to the very great inconvenience o 
the peers attending the bufineſs, and to the no great benefit of 
| the public. He therefore moved, © that no report of the jud- 
Nu or private petitions, ſhould be received after the 27th oben 
arch next, during the preſent ſeſſion;ꝰ which was agreed to. Peal 


b in 


November 19. 
No debate. 
November 20. . 
Bills paſſed. Adjourned to November 25. 
3 November 25. 
Private buſineſs. 


November 26, 27, 28, 29. 
No debate. Adjourned to December 2. 
December 2. 
Bills paſſed. Adjourned to December 13. 
42 December 13. 


Day appointed for a general faſt. Adjourned to January Vc 
33, 1777. f 4 


6. 1977: r 30 
Janudry 23, 1777. | : 


5 Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 27th: 
: anuary 27. 8 
- The ſame, 7 
January 28. 
ph The ſame. 


anuary 29. 

No debate, 7 l 
h January 30. 

Decollation of Charles J. 

January 31. 


No debate. Adjourned to February 3. 


February 3. 
Private buſineſs, Adjourned to the 6th, 
February 6. 
Private buſineſs, 
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| | February 7. 
The ſame; Adjourned to the 11th; 
| February 11, _ 3 
In committee on the bill, (from the Commons) giving 
me power to the lords of the admiralty to grant letters of 
ny narque, or commiſſions, for taking and ferzing all ſhips 
tre ſend veſſels belonging to the American colomies, and for 
ing other purpoſes therein mentioned. 
The Earl of Marchmont objetted to the word marque, as ap- Earl of 
iying more properly againſt an alien enemy, and propoſed, March mer. 
that the title of the bill be changed, and that wherever the © 
word marque ſtood in the bill, in its original ſtate; the word 
er mi ſſon be ſubſtituted inſtead. | 
Earl of Sandwich ſaid, the matter now urged was of ſo Earl of 
tue conſequence in itſelf, the word. permiſfion or marque Sandi. 
being perfectly indifferent to him; yet he was to learn, what 
| to. real or efficient diſtinction there was between the two: The 
Idea, he believed, which prevailed in the other Houſe, was 
imply this: the lord high admiral of Great Britain, or the 
ommihoners appointed to execute that office, have at all 
times, as a matter inherent to their office, and competent to 
the due exerciſe of it, a right to iſſue letters of marque and 
reprifals, by way of general or particular indemnification; 
his inherent power has often been exerciſed; It was exer- 
iſed before the Spanifh war, that is, before war was an- 
nounced, and hoſtilities formally declared. The admiralty _ 
board iſſued letters of marque and repriſal againſt all ſhips. 
and veſſels, the property, or belonging to the ſubjects of 
aary Vor. VII. G Spain. 
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Spain, The board, however, found themſelves in a new 
fituation, at the breaking out of the diſputes with America; 
thoſe letters had been always iſſued againſt foreign or alien 
enemies; the board conſequently applied to Parliament for 
their aſſiſtance and advice; the conſequence of which was, 
the bill now before their Lordſhips. For his part, therefore, 
he was very indifferent which word ftood ; but unlels ſome 
ſubſtantial reaſon was offered, he always underſtood it to be 
a rule of Parliament, never to alter a bill, becauſe it gave 
trouble to no purpoſe. 
Ear] of Earl of Marchmont allowed, that the ſituation was new, 
Morchment: and the diſtinction made very fairly and ſatisfactorily by the 
noble Earl: but ftill, he wiſhed that the bill might be 
worded in ſuch a manner, as to remove all poſſibility of ob- 
jection; and ſince it was ſubſtantially the ſame, he thought 
it might as well ſtand ſo, as to remove any doubt that the 
preſent bill meant to authorize a naval war, to be made 
againft our American ſubjects, as againſt alien enemies. 
The amendment was agreed to. Adjourned to the 14th, 
FS: February 14. | 
The letter of marque bill reported, and the amendment 
agreed to by the Houſe. Adjourned to the 17th. 
| February 17. 
Private buſineſs, 
| February 18. 
The ſame, 


February 19. 


The ſame. | . 5 
| February 20. 
Second reading of the bill (from the Commons) to ſuſ- 
pend the habeas corpus law, &c. | 
Earl of The Earl of Coventry aixed, whether it was underſtood o ſy 


Coventry. intended, that without proof poſitively made, of a perſo 
being out of the realm, he would be liable to be apprehendedi @ 
on ſuſpicion, and committed to priſon during the continu- 
ance or operation of this act; or whether the party charged 
on ſuſpicion may not, before commitment, be at liberty ts 


exhibit proofs before a magiſtrate of his innocence, or of his « 

being within the realm at the time laid in the information, 

or grounds of ſuſpicion. op 
Farlof . Eart of Syffolk laid, it was not the deſign of the framery h. 


Sugelk. of the bill to puniſh any innocent perton whatever; that ii - 
was brought in as a meaſure of government to puniſh thꝗ 5, 
guilty ; that, however, it would be very unpolitic, in It! 

OP1N!03 
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opinion, to permit the friends and abettors of the rebellion 
in America to be at large, and at liberty to do miſchief, 
without a poſhbility of preventing it. If the bill now read 
would admit of any ſuch conſtruction, for his part, he would 
be one of the firſt for ſupplying that defect. He ſuppoſed 
the grounds of ſuſpicion neceſſary to apprehend, were meant 
to be ſuch, as would apparently and equitably juſtify ſuch 
apprehenſion, and no other. He was certain, ſuch was the 
intention of adminiſtration 5 and he was alſo certain, no 
other power was ſought, but what . be ſupported on 
neceſſity, blended and tempered with juſtice. 


AT 


The Lord Chancellor, to the queſtion put by the noble Lord Chan- 


Earl who ſpoke firſt, ſaid, to be ſure if proper facts were cellar. 


ſtated and authenticated before the magiſtrate, to prove the 
innocence of the perſon charged or ſuſpected, it would be a 
good cauſe not to commit. Law and juſtice required ſuch 
an interpretation. It would, in his opinion, be competent 
to the magiſtrate, to enquire into, and decide on the proofs, 
on either hand; and he recollected, he was one among a 
majority of his brethren, who determined in favour of the 
power of the magiſtrate to examine into and determine upon 
the degree of credibility the charge on ground of ſuſpicion 
may be entitled to, 

The bill was committed. 

February 2.4. 

In committee on the ſuſpenſion bill. No amendment was 
made. The bill was immediately reported, and read a third 
time, | 

Reſolved, that the bil] do pals, 

__ Driſſentent, a 


Firſt, Becaute I look upon this bill, not only as a part of that 


ſyſtem of colony government, ſo inimical to civil liberty, fo re- 
pugnant to the firſt and fundamental principles of the conſti- 
ſtution, ſo ruinous in its meaſures, ſo ſhocking to humanity, 
and ſo averſe from that now exploded virtue of univerſal be- 
nevolence; but becauſe I ſee herein that ſyſtem coming home 
to ourſelves, and with haſty ſteps pointing its dangers, even 


towards the heart of the kingdom. 


Secondly, Becauſe the bill itſelf is attended with powers ſub- 
verſive of, and unknown to, the laws of the land, by appre- 


hending perſons, it may be, on groundleſs ſuſpicion, by impri- 


ſoning perhaps the innocent, without the uſual and neceſſary 


form of a ſingle oath; and not too in the common jail of 
| | +0 the 
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the county, but in whatever part of the realm, be it ever fo 
diſtant, that perſecution ſhall think fit to adopt. 

Thirdly, Becauſe, although the rider, which has been 
added by the other Houſe, does in ſome degree abate the 
rigour of this harſh and alarming bill, yet it does not ſuffi- 
ciently provide for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's loyal ſub- 
Jes, the inhabitants of the Weſt India iſlands, falling under 
its baneful operation; nay, even any individual of this 
country, who ſhall venture on the high ſeas, if only to make 
the tour of the Hebrides, may become the object of ſuſpicion, 
and the victim of vengeance. 

Laſtly, Becauſe the hour is come, if from motives of po- 
licy only, that coercion to lenity ſhould give way. 


(Signed) ABINGDON, 
Febr uary 25. x 
Private buſineſs, 
February 26. 
The ſame. 
| February 27, 
The ſame, 
| February 28. 
The ſame. Adjourned to March 3d. 
| March 3. 
Bills paſſed by commiſfſion. Adjourned to the 5th. 
March 5. ; 


Report of a private bill, called Fackfon's Eftate-bill ; which 
occaſioned a debate: but in order to ſtate the ground of it 
intelligibly, it will not be improper to give a brief account of 
the general nature of eſtate bills. The current idea on which 
they are framed, 1s either for relief or convenience, The for- 
mer ground 1s, when a tenant for life, and the remainder man, 
from embarraſſed circumſtances, or motives for mutual be- 
nefit, enter into agreements for the ſale of the ſettled eſtates. 
This, though ſupported by law, is productive of great abuſe, 
and much hardſhip ; either from the remainder man parting 
with his intereſt conſiderably under the real value, or barring 
the entail, and cutting off the intereſt of the next in remain- 
der; which, ta be ſure, is a clear ſpeciſic legal right, and 
may be ditpoſed of, in many inſtances, without the aid of 
an act of Parliament. The more general and direct miſ- 
chief is, where tenants for life, on various pretences, come 
to Parliament, to enable them to ſell part of their eſtates, 
ſettled on their own iſſue, and limited to their brothers, ſiſ- 


ters, &c. The reaſons on which thoſe applications are made 
| | 2 are 
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are various; but the ſuppoſed terms on which they are re- 
ceived are always to purchaſe. eſtates of equal value, to be 
enjoyed, and deſcend to the perſon in remainder. Thoſe 
applications are always referred to the judges, who examine 
witnefles to the truth of the allegations ſet forth in the peti- 
tions, and report accordingly ; but when the perſons exa- 
mined to the facts are only witneſſes ex parte, it may be fair- 
ly preſumed, that the controul in the firſt inſtance lodged in 
the judges, however ably or faithfully exerciſed, falls very 
ſhort of what may be rationally expected from it, on a tran- 
ſient view. 

The evils ariſing from this mode of qualify ing the rigours 
of the common law was early and ſeverely felt, ſo early in- 
deed as in the reign of Charles the Firſt, and after the Reſto- 
ration, to give birth to ſeveral orders by the Houſe of Lords, 
where thoſe bills uſually originate, to prevent the frauds and 
injuſtice frequently done to the remainder man. 

One poſitive order was at length eſtabliſhed, that the value 
of the eſtate ſold ſhould be inveſted in the purchaſe of eſtates, 
of equal value, and limited to the ſame uſes, 

So matters reſted till the year 1705, in the chancellorſhip 
of the celebrated Lord Somers; when, on ſtrong repreſenta- 
tions of the- innumerable inconveniences ariſing from the 
order, where other lands could not be procured immediately, 
his Lordſhip propoſed to amend the order, by allowing the 
tenant for life to lodge the money in the Bank, till a ſuitable 
purchaſe could be had, to inveſt the purchaſe-money in land. 
From that time down, the ſtanding order was diſpenſed with, 
and when no other obſtacle ſtood in the way, applications of 
this nature from tenants for life were uſually complied with 
as matters of courte, 

When the report on Jackſon's eſtate bill was moved 

The Earl of Marchmont enumerated a variety of inſtances, Earl of 
in which that Houſe was liable to be miſled, and the injuſ- Marcbmont. 
tice, in conſequence of ſuch impoſition, they might be in- 
duced to commit: his Lordſhip was therefore againſt recei- 
ring the preſent report, not as ſpecifically pointed againſt this 
bill, þut as the firſt ſtep to a refuſal of every application of 
a ſimilar nature, till the ſtanding order was reviſed, put upon 
a proper and equitable footing, and after ſuch reviſal or cor- 
rection, rigorouſly and punctually enforced. 

Earl of Sandwich was for agreeing with the preſent report; Earl of 
and if the general miſchiefs ſtated by the noble Earl, upon Sandwich. 
enquiry, were found to be true, he was very willing, he ſaid, 
I | to 


Lord Sonden. Lord Sondes declared himſelf of the ſame opinion. He Fo 


cellor. 
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to aſſiſt in framing any order which might promiſe to be the 
means of putting a ſtop to them; but as to the preſent caſe 
before their Lordſhips, when the petitioners had taken all [ 
the neceſſary ſteps, known or imagined at the time they ap- : 
plied, he thought that a defire of doing general juſtice, if 
carried to the length the noble Earl ſeemed defirous of, would 
in fact be partial injuſtice, 5 

faid, that no harm could poffibly. be done to the remainder 
man; that the money, when depoſited by the hands of the 
accomptant-general in the Bank, bore intereſt ; that the re- 
mainder man had no claim, but for a fair equitable value; 
and that, if fraudulent means were praiſed to defeat the 
objects of ſuch bills, it was impoſſible to prevent them by any 
order whatever; which came ſubſtantially to this, that the 
order ſhould continue to be diſpenſed with, in the uſual man- 
ner, or no more applications of this kind be received or com- - 
plied witch. He added, befides, that he by no means thought = 
it a fair or concluſive mode of arguing, to object on general 
grounds of miſchief and abuſe, without ſupporting thoſe ge- 
neral objections in particular cafes, to ſhew they were well 


founded, 
Le- d Chane ' 


The Lord Chancellor came down from the woolſack, and 
obſerved, that the queſtion, without going into detail, might 
be well taken in two points of view; firſt, as to what had N 

been argued by the noble Earl who originally ſtarted the.“ 
ſubject; and ſecondly, as to the ſtanding order. The noble 
Earl who ſuppoſed that intereſt accrued from the money ; 
lodged in the hands of the accomptant- general, to be byſl _ 
him depoſited in the Bank, was, he begged leave to acquaint t 

the Houle, miſinformed, for it was merely a depoſit, from 2 
which no benefit was derived; ſo that let the ſale of an eſtate de 
be conducted ever io equitably, the money lay in the Bank:“ 
totally uſeleſs till a purchaſe of other lands was made in lieu 1 
of thoſe ſold. In his opinion, therefore, the ſtanding order a4 
under which the Houſe now acted, though ever ſo religioully ra 
complied with, did not come up to his idea, becauſe it locked 
up the money from the original ſeller, till he could make a 
purchaſe. On this ground he thought the order ought to bei; 
extended; and as a means of compelling the ſeller to inveſt 
the money in lands, that the accomptant-general ſhould be ch 

empowered to veſt the money in three per cents, and. that the 1 
intereſt ſhould accrue till ſuch purchaſe could be had, for the p 

benefit of the remainder man. It would, in the firſt place, 2 


1 op 


the injuſtice committed by the tenants for life, and thoſe tied 
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operate as a ſpur to the tenant for life, to purchaſe as ſoon 
as poſſible, and be in ſome degree an equivalent for the poſh- = 
ble loſs which might ariſe on the fall of ſtocks. Here, his 1 
Lordſhip deſcanted on the comparative value of property | 
inveſted in the funds and in lands. He obſerved, that land 
was in a progrefiive ſtate of increaſe of value; while the 
funds, in an inverſe ratio, were on the decreaſe, which he 
took for granted, from ſome recent fluctuation in the ſtocks. 
For theſe reaſons, he was for putting a negative on the 
report now offered to be made, and for taking the ſtanding 
order into conſideration on a future day. 

Agreed to. Adjourned to the 7th. 

| . March 7. ES 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 10th. : 


March 19. 
The ſame. 

March 11. 
The ſame. 

March 12. 


The ſame. Adjourned to the 14th, 
| March 14. 

The ſame. Adjourned to the 18th, 

March 18. 

Lord Dudley preſented a petition from the perſons con- 
cerned in the eſtate, praying, that they might have time to 
ſhew to the Houſe, that they had no intention to miſlead or 
impoſe upon the Houſe, and to ſhew that the facts ſtated 
were well founded, &c. Ordered to he upon the table. 

The order of the day, to reviſe the ſtanding order, was 
read ; the Houſe went into a committee; Lord Scarſdale in 
the chair, | | 

The Earl of Marchmont ſaid, that the matter about to Earl of 
de taken into conſideration was of ſingular importance; He'cbmaxte 
it was nearly connected with the landed property of the 
whole kingdom, He had long obſerved the ſhameful abuſes 
which had been permitted, and had gradually crept into this 
mode of defeating the remainder man, or the perſon to 
whom the eſtate was to deſcend. He then gave a. hiſtory 
of the order; he ſaid, it was a variation of the order made 
in the year 1705, in the chancellorthip of Lord Somers, 
That great lawyer and able ſtateſman, was daily witneſs to 


down by ſtrict ſettlement. He obſerved, that they came to 
Parliament, under various pretences, for leave to ſell their 
ſet- 
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ſettled eſtates, and ſhamefully evaded, in numerous inſtances, II 
ever performing the conditions on which they obtained fuch I 
permiſſions. - Such being the caſe, in the 3 above- men- 
tioned, he ſubmitted his ideas to the Houſe on the ſubject; Nhe 
the conſequence of which was, that the Houſe made the O 
ſtanding order, No. 100, which expreſſly provided, that no 
bill for the ſale of a ſettled eſtate ſhould be reported from the WW *© 
committee, till eſtates of an equal value in land was pur. ſſ & 
chaſed, in lieu of thoſe ſold to be ſettled by the ſame uſes, 

unleſs ſufficient reaſons were ſhewn at the ſame time, that I fir 
ſuch a purchaſe could not be then had. This condition I 
opened a door for evaſion; the power being lodged in the 8 
committee, applications were conſtantly made, and pretences 
ſet up, to evade it; family diſtreſs, and a thouſand apolo- 
gies, flowing from the ſame ſource, were pleaded, to the If, 
manifeſt injury of the remainder man, This evil grew to an 
enormous height, till about the year 1762, when the preſent 
ſtanding order was propoſed by one of the firſt law authori-'* 
ties this country ever beheld, who amended the ſtanding or- 
der of the year 1705, by compelling the perſon who applied 
for liberty to ſell, to lodge the money in the Bank, till ano- 
ther landed eſtate of equal value could be found and purchaſed, leſs 
So matters reſted till about the year 1767 or 1769, when an 
application was made by a member of the other Houſe ; his 
caſe being ſingularly ſevere, the order was diſpenſed with in 
his favour ; and from thence to the preſent time, the intereſt 
of the remainder man has been totally negleQed ; all that 
was ſought, was juſt a decent pretence to diſpenſe with it; 
and thus Parliament, under the idea of law and juſtice, have len 


been employed in acts of the utmoſt injuſtice. Several ob- Mel 
jections had been made to the order of the year 1705, rela- = 


tive to the impoſſibility of procuring a landed eftate at the 
time, and the great hardſhips which muſt happen, if no per: 
ſon ſhould be admitted to ſell, till he had previouſly agreed 
for a purchaſe; and a learned and noble Lord near him, 
Lord Chancellor] had propoſed to lodge the money in the 
hands of the accomptant-general of the court of Chancery, 
to be by him placed out in the three per cents, in like manner 
as that of the ſuitors of the ſaid court, to accumulate for the 
benefit of the perſon entitled to the reverſion, or. contingent 
remainder. This was plauſible, and certainly every way 
more eligible than letting it lic uſeleſs to the parties; but {till 
all property in the funds being liable ro fluctuation and loſs, 
he did not approve of any ſecurity, ſhort of landed —_— 
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lf it was the opinion, however, ef the noble and learned 
ch} Lord, and the Houle, that that mode was better than lod- 
ging the money in the Bank, where no intereſt would accrue, 
+ . be had no objection; and ſhould move an amendment to leave 
he out certain words in the order, and inſert inſtead thereof, 
« to be placed out in like manner by the hands of the 


hy: accomptant-general, purſuant to an act of the 1 of 

ir. {George I. chap. 32.” 2 f 

es, The Lord Chancellor ſaid, whatever opinion he might haye Tord Chan- 
za: firſt entertained on the ſubject, he doubted whether rhe cler. 


amendment now propoſed, would anſwer any one ſubſtantial 
he good purpoſe. The grounds of application for leave to ſell, 
always ſuppoſed an immediate intention to purchaſe an eſtate 
of equal value, as ſoon as ſuch a purchaſe could be procured. 
che If, then, the preſent amendment was to take place, it would 
be produCtive of great trouble, and probably no ſmall ſhare 
of confuſion. The tenant for life might meet with a purchaſe - 
in fix months after he parted with the ſettled eſtate, or in a 
ſhorter period; here there would be the expence attending 
jed the purchaſing in and ſelling out the three per cents, and the 
riſque of loſs, &c. Beſides, while the money was lying uſe- 
leſs in the Bank, in would operate as a ſpur on the tenant for 
life, and urge him to lay out the money in an eftate in land, 
his by which he muſt profit, and take it out of the funds, where 
: he could not, and be a general motive for him to procure a 
ea landed purchaſe, before he applied to Parliament for permiſ- 
fon to ſell. ä | | | 
Lord Sindes ſaid, that the ſtanding order was always diſ- Lord Sondes, 
penſed with, as long as he remembered any thing of Parlia- 
þ.ſ=ent ; that there were twenty-two bills of a fimilar nature 
now before the Houſe ; that the parties had been put to a 
he Neonſiderable expence; though, in future, the ſtanding order 
ſhould be rigorouſly adhered to, it would be a very great 
hardſhip for thoſe who came to Parliament, on the faith of 
its general diſpenſation of the order, not only to be diſap- 
pointed, but be obliged to fit down at a very heavy loſs. He 
poke in particular of an annuitant, who had releaſed the te- 
tant for life, under an opinion that one of the bills would 
aſs in courſe, and now was left without any poffible relief 
vhatever. SET OT a 
Earl of Marchmont obſerved in reply, that nothing was more Earl of 
frequently practiſed, than ſetting up ſuch pretences to pre- Marchmoors 


ail on the committees to diſpenſe with the order; that the 
enant for life engaged in tranſactions, by which innocent 
Vor. VII. H peo- 


Earl of 
Mansfield. 


liſe - rent, to the other that of his reverſion, It was intendec 
to protect the child who had never ſeen the light, as well a 


them, but as they were entitled to certain rights, It bad 
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people might be affeded, and then the ſituation in which in- 


- nocent perſons ſtood, was made a plea for acts of the moſt if 


notorious injuſtice. His Lordſhip added, that King Charles Iv 
the Second had taken notice of the miſchief now complained NN 
of, in one of bis ſpeeches to Parliament; and read the paſ- ll |, 
ſage, as quoted by Lord Clarendon, in which that monarch Ir 
fays, It is well it poſterity will not have reaſon to lament, IAU 
that Parliament have broke into family fettlements, and ren- i, 
dered the landed property of the kingdom precarious ; or 
words to that effect. | | 0 
Earl of Mansfield concluded the debate. He ſaid, it would I m 
be impoſſible for any thing the Houſe could do to bind it in 
future. To- morrow, or the next, or the third day, it would I ,, 
be competent to their Lordſhips, to diſpenſe with this, or I f 
any other of their own ſtanding orders; a ſtanding order im- to 
ported no more than a rule, which is no longer binding, than 
it ſhall be found convenient and neceſſary: but he truſted, 
that every noble Lord preſent, as their Lordſhips ſeemed to 
be almoſt unanimous, would agree and conſent to abide in 
future by. whateyer ſhould be now determined. His Lord- 
{hip then pointed out the extent and enormity of the miſchief, 
and the neceſſity there exiſted of cutting it up by the very roots, 
He ſaid, that one gentleman came to have his eſtate rendered 
more round and compact; another to have it all in the ſame I to 
county; a third to increaſe his rental, or extend his demeine, 
Family incumbrances, and perſonal misfortunes, were plead- ] 
ed; even the folly and extravagance of both. The diſtreſſes I bil 
of the remainder man, or tenant for life, were urged as mo- bu. 
tives. whatever the motives might be; according as circum-· ¶ vil 
ſtances created plauſible grounds for applications, for among one 
ſo many, there muſt. be now and then ſome cogent ones. eye 


His Lordſhip was totally againſt relaxing the order, or diſ-· N cot 


penſing with it in future, upon any pretence or real conſi- gro 
deration. It was a ſound maxim in law and politics, that it i 
partial evil muſt be ſuffered, in order to obtain univer{alI and 
good. Law and juſtice were not to be departed from, for ple: 
the advantage or private convenience of a few, and to theſ our 
miſchief and perhaps undoing of thouſands yet unborn. They; 
law. was a common protection, both to the tenant for life, 
and the remainder man: to ſecure to one the benefit of hi 


the living father, and could properly conſider neither 0 


- 
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frequently been the cuſtom, and in none more than the pre- 
ſent inſtance, to come to Parliament to effect that injuſtice, 
which a due execution of the law would not admit. He al- 
ways diſapproved of the interference of the legiſlature, un- 
leſs it was evident, that no poſſible evil could flow from ſuch 
interference: experience had already ſhewn, that was not 
the caſe in the preſent inſtance, He therefore begged leave 
to remind their Lordſhips, that if they intended to ſupport 
their ſtanding order now, they would be virtually bound not 
to diſpenſe with it in any poffible given caſe whatever, that 
might hereafter come before them i - 
The motion was then put on Lord Marchmont's amend- 
ment, which was rejected. The ſame was reported, anc 
finally agreed to; and the ſtanding order, No. 126, ordere 
to be rigorouſly adhered to. 5 


| March 19. 
Private buſineſs. | 
March 20. 
The ſame. | 
„ March 21. 
The ſame. Adjourned to the 24th. 
March 24. 


The Houſe in committee on the bill (from the Commons) 
to reſtrain the ſale of life annuities. 

The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, . . | 
My Lords, I do not riſe to diſcuſs the legal points of this Ai. 
bill; that I muſt leave to the learned Lan ard whoſe 
buſineſs it more immediately is, and who, I am perſuaded, 
will not be deficient therein; but I riſe, my Lords, to ſay 
one word as to the unconſtitutional tendency of it. What- 
ever looks towards any innovation in the conſtitution of this 
country, will always rouſe my oppoſition thereto. On this 
ground, this bill ſtrikes me very forcibly. In the firſt place, 
t is not calculated for the genius of a free nation, who claim 
and exerciſe the liberty of uſing their own property as they 
pleaſe, This bill is a reſtraint upon that 1 : beſides, 
our laws lay no reſtrictions upon œconOmical prudence; an 
in a commercial ſtate, ſuch as this is, it is not fitting that 
they ſhould. In an arbitrary country ſuch a bill might pals; 


but, my Lords, this bill is carried beyond what matters of 


this nature are carried even in arbitrary countries, In 

France, if a man waſtes his eſtate to the injury of his family 

before he arrives to the age of thirty, his perſon, by lettre 4 | 

cachet,- may be put into A termed ia maiſon fre 
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that no man, at no age or time whatever, ſhall buy or ſell an 
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and his eſtate put into the hands of curators ; but the moment 
he arrives at this ſuppoſed age of diſcretion, he may diſſipate 
his fortune with impunity. But, my Lords, this bill ſays, 


annuity, unleſs the confideration and the grant ſhall be ac- 
cording to the ideas of a court of juſtice. Theſe are fetters 
that ſhould be looſened. So far, my Lords, as this bill re- 
ſpects minors, I moſt cordially approve it, for I think too much 
cannot be done to prevent the next generation from falling 
into thoſe ſnares of corruption, which ſeem to threaten the 


preſent with ſuch imminent danger. In the next place, 


the learned framers of this bill, b giving to the court of 
King's-bench a concurrent juriſdiction with the court of 
Chancery, has forgotten that the court of King's-bench is a 


court of common law, and not a court of equity. My Lords, 


againſt ſuch an innovation as this is, we cannot be too 
watchfully on our guard. The moment that the court of 
King's-bench ceaſes to be bound by the common law of the 
land, and to be directed by that, and that only, in that mo- 


ment the conſtitution of this country is loſt. I therefore 


truſt, my Lords, that fo pernicious and dangerous a prece- 
dent cannot meet with the ſanction of this Houſe, There 
is ont objection more which I will mention to your Lord- 
ſhips, and it is this; that this bill is to operate as an ex 90 
fado. law. My Lords, I need not urge arguments againſt 
laws of this nature. There is ſcarcely any one eircumſtance, 
at any. time, that can give the leaſt colour to them, In the 

reſent cafe, no ble good can ariſe, and the miſchiefs are 

eyond detail. It will occafion what every court of juſtice 
has invariably ſet its face againſt, a multiplicity of fuits; 
and this, in my opinion, is ſufficient ground of objection. 
For theſe. reaſons, my Lords, to this bill, in its preſent ſtate, 
J ſhall give my hearty negative. 55 


The Earl of Mangſield roſe, and took a full view of the 


whole bill. His experience, he ſaid, had long ſince taught 
him, that ſome'bill was wanting to put a ſtop to the ulu- 
rious* contracts, and fraudulent tranſactions, which had 
been praiſed for many years, and which now were car- 
ried to a height of enormity, that called for a- timely and 
effectual interference of the legiſlature. He ſaid, he had 
turned his thoughts to the ſubje& of the preſent bill, long 
before it carne” before him in his legiſlative capacity. 
He had had the beſt advice on the ſubject, and conſulted 
ſome df the firſt law authorities, and particularly the — 
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able gentleman who brought it into the other Houſe; yet, 
though the neceſſity of ſuch a bill became more and more 
apparent, and the exceſſes and injuries from the preſent 
mode of granting annuities, became every day more exten- 
five, and called more loudly for redrefs, he recommended to 
their Lordſhips, to proceed with caution, and not, through 
2 warm or blind zeal for reformation, create greater miſ- 
chicfs than thoſe propoſed to be remedied or prevented by the 
preſent bill : by going for too much, their Lordſhips might 
perhaps loſe all. We ſhall never totally eradicate the evil, 
though we may ſoften, blunt, and qualify its noxious ef- 
fects. So long as there are fools to be impoſed on, or knaves 
to profit by their folly, we cannot promiſe a total amend- 
ment, ſuch as the preſent bill fo commendably aims at. Let 
any man but attentively peruſe in his cloſet, the ſeveral ſta- 
tutes already paſſed againſt uſury and gaming, and the penal - 
ties annexed to the breach of them; and if every day's ex- 
perience did not teſtify the contrary, he would conclude, as 
a matter of certainty, that no man would venture to game, 
or advance money at an unlawful rate of intereſt 5 indeed, 
ſuch an idea would go to prove the non- exiſtence of almoſt 
every erime, to which the laws have annexed any ſpecies of 
puniſhment. Who could be perſuaded that any man, high- 
wayman or other, would venture to rob or ſteal twenty or 
thirty ſhillings, or perhaps infinitely a ſmaller ſam, when 
death on conviction is to be almoſt the certain conſequence, 
if the numerous executions in this metropolis did not put it 
beyond doubt, that the puniſliment, however ſevere; was not 
ſufficient to deter But if the bill cannot anſwer all the 
purpoſes which may be wiſhed, it will certainly put a ſtop 
to ſome of the evils complained of : nay, it has already done 
ſo in part; I am informed, and from authority which cannot 
be doubted, that its effects are already felt: ſo far the author 
has been fortunate, and ſo far, ſuppoſe the bill ſhould be 
actually loſt or defeated, the public ſtand highly indebted to 
him, both in point of effect and intention. I am informed, 
that ſeveral redemptions have actually been offered, which is 
indeed, according to my apprehenſion, the grand object of 
the bill. Vou may pretend to limit, reſtrain, and controul 
ſuch objects, as much as you pleaſe, but you will never be 
able to annihilate them. The object your Lordſhips ouglit 
to aim to attain, ſince people will make fooliſh bargains, and 
will render themſelves a prey to uſurers, ſtock-jobbers, &c. 
s to take care that no fraud be committed; or, it Here 
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ſhould, to create a power in the courts, in a ſummary way, 
to relieve the party defrauded. I am ſenſible, that no pro- 
poſition, however well intended, or ably drawn up, can be 
free from objections; it is, however, our buſineſs to render 
the bill as complete as poſhble. The firft clauſe I would 
move to mend, ts, that for enrolling the deed, &c. in the 
high court of Chancery. This provifion, however proper 
and neceſſary, may — often to be omitted, from negli- 
gence, inattention, or the ignorance of the parties. By the 
pteſent bill, the whole tranſaction is declared null and void, 
if the deed, &c. be not regiſtered or enrolled within a limited 
time. Now, for my part, I think this clauſe might lead to 
greater frauds, and acts of more notorious injuſtice than thoſe 
it is intended to prevent: beſides, the ſpirit of our laws, and 
the general conſtruction of them, ſpeak a different language. 
Acts are yearly paſſed, to give time for perſons to qualify 
themſelves for offices; to Roman Catholics, under particu- 
lar eircumſtances, to make returns; and in various other 
cafes, where the time limited for ſuch qualification, return, 
&c. is ſome months, perhaps, elapſed. Advantages may be 
taken of ignorant or uninformed perſons; and, in my opi- 
nion, it would be very ſevere to permit the grantor to avail 
himſelf of any want of legal knowledge in the grantee, of pro- 
fit from his experience or neglect. There are many poſſible 
caſes, in which a grantee might be led into ſuch an error, on 
purpoſe to profit by his —— or inattention; nay, in- 
deed in ond of the ſtrongeſt ſtatutes, and one nearly connett- 
ed with the whole maſs of landed property in this kingdom, 
the ſtatute of frauds, it is there ſpecially provided, that to 
convey lands by will, there ſhall be three ſubſcribing: wit- 
neſſes; yet, in many inſtances, if the ignorance of the tefta- 
tor, or the impoſſibility of procuring witneſſes, or the teſta- 
tor's full intention, be clearly made manifeſt by other cir- 
cumſtances, this formality is diſpenſed with; and the wall 
allowed to be valid. For theſe reaſons, therefore,, I propoſe 
to- move, that the words mull and void, in caſe of non-enrol- 
ment, be left out, and that inſtead thereof he inſerted, the 
fums ſo advanced to be demandable with intereſt, . 

| y Lords, the next clauſe I ſhall move an amendment 
in, is that clauſe which provides againſt fraudulent payments 
in- goods, notes; &c, This clauſe, as it now ſtands, is ex- 
ceptionable, and unneceſſarily provided for vrhat, when the 
amendment takes place, muſt fall to the ground. The 
clauſe ſays, if any part of the conſideration ſhall be he 
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turned to the perfon advancing the ſame, or in caſe the con- 


ideration, or any part of it, is advanced in notes; or if any 
of the notes are not paid when due, or ſhall, with the pri- 


vity of the perſon. advancing the fame, be cancelled or de- 
ſtroyed, without being firſt paid, &c. it then proceeds ta 
create a juriſdiction in the courts of common law, to exa- 
mine, enquire into, &c. and in caſe of refuſal, empowers 
the court to order the deed, bond, aſſurance, &c. to be can- 
celled, and the judgment, if any has been entered, to be 
vacated,” Now in the firſt inſtance, this would give birth 
to endleſs litigations, It is true, the clauſe, is well con- 
ceived and well intended; it is directed againft thoſe frau- 
dulent contracts made with perſons under age, or poſſeſſed 
of reverſionary rights, or in imminent diſtreſs, where the 
parties pay full ſeventy per cent. Many circumſtances of this 
kind have come to my own knowledge, that were particular- 
ly intended to evade the ſtatutes againſt uſury. When a 
man takes notes in payment, and returns them, or takes 
goods, which are immediately ſold at a diſcount of fifty per 


53 


cent, which, with the expences attending the fale, ſuch ass 


brokerage, warehouſe-rent, and other contingent expences, 
amount. to a defalcation of full ſeventy per cent. out of the 
ideal ſum borrowed. I have heard of a ſervice of plate, and 
2 very curious one it is; it is always regularly taken by the 
grantor for 1200l. and as regularly received back by the 
grantee for 7o0l, which, with the expence of brokerage, of 
negotiation, and auctioneer's brokerage, fixes the hard money 
at pretty nearly what I ſay ; ſometimes, indeed, the profits 
of the grantee extend further. I remember a caſe of this 
nature, which lately came before me; a perſon who had a 
reverſion to diſpoſe of, ſold it for 20001, for which he re- 
ceived in Mancheſter goods to the amount of 1400l. he gave 
a bond for the money advanced, and took a note from the 
Mancheſter warehouſeman for the goods thus purchaſed. 
He paſſed the note, and received caſh for it; and when the 


note came to be demanded from the Mancheſter man, he 


produced the grantor's bond, by way of ſet off, and ſaid that 
was his ſecurity for the goods, for which he paſſed the note 
in queſtion. The conſequence of which was, that the gen- 
feman was defrauded out of his reverſion, or annuity, and 
is now. obliged to reſide abroad, to avoid being arrefted, If, 
therefore, you have a mind to cut up any pofibility of fu- 
ture litigation on this head by the roots, your Lordſhips will 
leave out all the preventive proviſions of this clauſe; and af- 
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ter the words, © if any part of the conſideration /hal! be,” 
leave out the words till you come to advanced, and after«az- 
vanced, inſert in money only. There have been objections 


made to the latter part of this clauſe, as inveſting the courts 
of common law with an equitable juriſdiction; and on that 


ground, authorizing the court to decide in a ſummary man- 
ner. I believe, however, on examination, this objection 
will appear to be ill-founded, becauſe the court of King's- 
bench exerciſes that power in many inſtances, particularly in 
the caſe of popiſh patrons, who have a right to preſent, and 
who employ truſtees to convey their right of patronage for 
improper purpoſes. The court of King's-bench, 1n that 
caſe, has a right to bring the partics into court, and is com- 
petent to exerciſe every equitable power neceſſary to a full 
diſcovery between the parties, the patron, the truſtee, and 
the incumbent; but that is not, nor can be the caſe here, 
Either the parties will not diſcover upon a principle cf ho- 
Nour, or if they ſhould diſcover, the latter part of the clauſe 
is uſeleſs ; for if money be not paid, the party is at liberty 
to redeem ; or the next clauſe, which provides againſt fraud, 
will anſwer the fame end; ſo that take the event either way, 
the clauſe will be uſeleſs. You cannot compel the grantor to 


. diſcover, though you may encourage him, it will ſtill re- 


main on the foot of a debt of honour, or a gaming debt; 
and if you ſhould load the bill too much, you will only load 
the grantor with an additional expence; for the value of 
money, and the low price of the annuity, will riſe and fall, 
in proportion to the riſque incurred by the lender or grantee. 
Nothing can be a ſtronger proof of this, than the exorbi- 
tant premiums demanded on every ſpecies of uſurous con- 
tracts, where the very riſque always enhances the terms on the 
ſeller or borrower. It will conſequently be totally unneceſ- 
ſary to leave the remainder of the clauſe ſtanding ;. I ſhall, 
therefore, move, that the words from advanced, to the end of 
the clauſe, be left out. - 
The laſt amendment I mean to ſubmit to your Lordſflips is, 
that which authorizes the court, in any ſuit, action, &c. that 
ſhould be brought, to examine and enquire into the juſt and 
true value of any ſuch rent-charge or annuity, (now ſubſiſ- 
ting, or which ſhall hereafter be granted) at the time of 
granting the ſame ; and alſo, what conſideration was at ſuch 
time 3 and bond fide paid, or given to the grantor or gran- 
tors, by the grantee or grantees, for the ſame, &c. and whe- 
ther ſuch annuity or rent-charge. was inadequate to its yalue, 
5 3 a | then 


A. 1777. D R 


then ſuch deeds, &c. to ceaſe and become void, upon repay- 
ment of what ſhall appear really due to ſuch grantee or gran- 
tees. This clauſe, my Lords, however well intended, would, I 
will venture to ſay, never anſwer the purpoſes for which it 
was framed, in its preſent ſtate. What, for inſtance, can 


be more uncertain and fluctuating, than every ſingle objeck 


to which ſuch an enquiry would of courſe be directed? & 
man's ſtate of health, his manner of living, the company he 
keeps, the hours at which he goes to bed, his age, the very 
price of ſtocks, their general ſtate of fluctuation, the num 
ber of buyers or ſellers at market; in ſhort, a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, much too numerous to repeat, but all of real 


conſideration to ſuch an enquiry. I am aware that this ob- 


jection may loſe the bill in the other Houſe ; that does not 


weigh with me, nor can it operate on your Lordſhips. It is 
your buſineſs, to render the bill as uſeful and complete as 


poſſible. If it ſhould be loſt there, you will have nothing to 
blame yourſelves for: though the bill went no further, it 


has already done great and eſſential ſervice. It is therefore 


my intention to move the clauſe, ſo as to, confine the juriſ- 
diction of the court to an inquiry into frauds, and a power 


conformable thereto, to a give a ſummary relief to the par- 


ties agrieved. In conſequence of this intention, I ſhall 
move, that the whole of the next clauſe, from the word 
ion, be omitted; and that there be inſerted, ** to inquire 
into the ſame in a ſummary way, and determine whether any 
fraud was committed in the negotiation of ſuch” rent-charge, . 
annuity, or ſale; in which caſe, the court ſhall judge and 
give relief to the party, and the grantor or grantors fal be 
at liberty to redeem,” ; | „„ | 
His Lordſhip moved, that the words, “null and void to 


all intents and and purpoſes,” in the laſt line of the firſt 
enacting clauſe, be left out; and that, inſtead thereof, there 
be inſerted, 5* deemed to be taken, to be a ſecurity for the 


money really advanced, with intereſt.” 


His Lordſhip moved, that the words in the fourth enacting : 
clauſe, . „and in caſe the ſame, or any part thereof, ſhall | 


confiſt in goods, or any other thing than money, the nature, 
quantity, and value, of ſuch thing or things,” be left out; 


and that there be inſerted inſtead thereof, which ſhall be 
In money only.” And towards the concluſion of the ſaid © 


cauſe, another amendment, ' preciſely the ſame as'the firſt, 


namely, * deemed, or taken to be, a fecurity for the money 


reall advanced, with intereſt.“ 
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In the fifth enacting clauſe, after the word $916, in the 
fixth line, his Lordſhip moved, that lines ſeventh and eighth 
be wholly omitted; and in the ſame clauſe, page fourth of 
the printed bill, eighth line, that from the word a&:or to the N 
word aforeſaid, incluſive, fifth line from the bottom, be ff 
wholly omitted; and that after the word vacated, laſt line, 
there be inſerted, upon payment of ſuch money as was d 
iv 


really paid and advanced, with intereſt.” 


In the ſeventh clauſe his Lordſhip moved, that the words, N h. 
cc into the juſt and true value,” eleventh line, be left out, II 
and there be inſerted inſtead thereof, ** in a ſummary way,” 
and in the ſame clauſe, that the words, ** at- the time of I pt 
granting the ſame ; and alſo, what conſideration was at ſuch iff to 
time, really and bond fide, paid or given by the grantee or I th 
grantees to the grantor or grantors, for the ſame,” be left out; ¶ ci! 
and that there be inſerted inſtead thereof, „was obtained 
by fraud, or other undue means; or whether the grantor is lu; 
entitled to redeem the ſame.” In the ſame clauſe his Lord- ot! 
ſhip further moved, that the words, „it ſhall appear from for 
the verdict of ſuch jury, or the report of ſuch officer, or upon wi 
the examination of the matter by affidavit; and it ſhall be en 
declared, decreed, or adjudged by the court, that the pur - the 
chaſe of ſuch annuity, or rent charge was ſo unfair, that the in 
ſame ought to be {er aſide, be left out; and that there be in · ¶ re 
ſerted inſtead thereof, the court ſhall adjudge the ſame was 5 
fraudulently obtained, or that the grantee is intitled to re- wh 
deem.“ | cur 

It was the foregoing amendments, in the ſeventh clauſe fer 
that Lord Camden ſolely oppoſed, and on which he moved theprir 
proviſional clauſe of appeal. His Lordſhip objected to thꝗ ed 
ſummary juriſdiction, created by this clauſe ; but ſaid, thaff the 
enormous miſchiefs which the ſale of annuities were daily proFÞand 
ductive of, made it neceflary to contrive ſome means of pre will 
- venting. their increaſe ; that although he did not like the whi 
amendment entirely, he would propoſe a clauſe, that he hoped by: 
would, in ſome meaſure, render it leſs exceptionable. Hi}mig] 
: Lordſhip accordingly moved a clauſe of appeal to that Hou of } 
in fourteen days after any decifion, created by this bill whei frau 
Parliament was fitting ; and in caſe Parliament was not fitftce « 
ting, in fourteen days after its next meeting. > ER 

Earl of Aansfle/d defended the clauſe, in point of prudence 
where ina hundred caſes ſummary juriſdictions were created 
as only applicable to create the ends of juſtice, If the rig! 
of appeal was given, he doubted whether it would not ops 
* a 2 (00 


- 
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the time it was committed; that it was worſe than 2 
ind was contrary to every rule of human juriſprudence. 
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a door for innumerable expenſive litigations which would never 
have been ſo much as thought of, but for the right of appeal. 

The Lord Chancellor was of the ſame opinion; and ſaid, it Lord Chaps 
would be a delay, if not a hindrance of juſtice, if the appeal © 
were admitted, | 

Lord Lyttelton argued the point on the ground of expe- Lord Lyt- 
diency and national juſtice ; and connected his arguments en. 
with the honour and juriſdiction of the Peerage, which ſhould 
have a dernier judicial controul in all poſſible caſes whatever. 

The clauſe of appeal was rejected by a majority of 49 to 13. 

Lord Camden, at the end of the ſeventh clauſe, moved a Lord Came 
proviſional clauſe, in the following words, which was agreed 4" 
to: © And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
that the court may in every ſuch caſe as aforeſaid, award to 
either party ſuch coſts as to them ſhall ſeem juſt.” | 

On the concluding clauſe, Lord Radnor obſerved, that vo- Lord Rad- 
luntary grants ariſing for favour or affection, as well as all“ 
other voluntary grants, where no conſideration was received 
for the ſame, being not excepted, might be conſtrued to come 
within the meaning of the act, ſo as to compel the parties to 
enroll the ſame, His Lordſhip therefore moved, that after 
the words ſaid annuity, ſeventh line from the bottom, there be 
inſerted, Nor to any voluntary annuity granted without 
9 * to pecuniary conſideration, which was agreed to. 

arl of Abingdon condemned that part of the ſame clauſe, Earl of 
which has a retroſpeCtive reference to annuities fold and ſe- bingden. 
curities given, previous to the paſling of the act. He ob- 
ſerved, that ex peſt facto laws were contrary to the fundamental 
principles of natural juſtice ; that no man ought to be puniſh- 
ed or ſuffer for an act that was deemed legally innocent at 


e 
wiſhed for theſe reaſons, therefore, that that part of the bill 


WM which compelled grantees in poſſeſſion of annuities, which 


by affignment came to their hands for a fair and full value, 
might be amended - or omitted, ſo as to protect the intereſts 
of bong fide purchaſers, who were totally ignorant of the 
frauds, if any, which were committed by the original gran- 
tee or grantees. | | „„ - Dd 
Earl of Mansfield obſerved, that if ſũch an amendment was Eart ot 
to take place, it would be introductive of endleſs confuſion Mania. 
and litigation, It would be impoſſible to diftinguiſh the - | 
bond fide purchaſer for full value, from the fraudulent grantee,” | 


Wl Theſe contracts were always tranſacted in the dark, and under 


1 2 cove. 
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cover. The nominal grantee was generally, he believed 
always, a truſtee for the real grantee; and it was ſomewhat 
fingular, that among all the perſons and the immenſe deal of 
property which were to be affected by this bill, no petition 
had been preſented to either Houſe ; the cleareſt proof that 
the purchaſers of theſe annuities did not think proper to avow 
themſelves : in ſhort, there was not one of them would ven- 
ture to ſtep forth, and ſuſtain the brunt of the battle. His 
Lordſhip befides begged leave to remind the noble Lord, 
that bonds given to ſecure the annuities, like every other ſpe- 
cies of bond ſecurity, were not, like notes of hand, negotia- 

ble; the property, it is true, might be affigned and trans- 
ferred into an hundred hands, — ſtill the contract was 
deemed, in law, to exiſt only between the original contract- 
ing parties. The relief therefore ſought in the preſent in- 
ſtance, was unprecedented, the holder of the bond having no 
claim whatever but on the aſſignee. 


— 2 r . = 


* * Chan- The Lord Chancellor ſeemed to think otherwiſe, and of I ſp 
e, courſe obſerved, that any clauſe for the ſecurity of Bond fide i let 
| urchaſers, for full value, was totally unneceſſary. His I th 
he 


ordſhip poſitively affirmed, that the bond fide purchaſer com- 
ing into a court of equity, would not only be relieved If dit 
againſt the aſſignee of the bond; but if the court were ſatis- 
fed that the tranſaction was fair and incolluſive, the holder cla 
would be relieved againſt the obligor, though the bond had | 
been fraudulently obtained. 

The amendments were ordered to be reported the next | th: 
day. | | of 
E 5 March 25. cor 
Jof As ſoon as the firſt amendment was reported, the Earl of wo 

Anden. Abingdon roſe, and ſpoke nearly in the following words: My |} tio: 
Lords, I was yeſterday 3 the juriſdiction meant to be inv 
given to the court of King's-bench, and ſhall ever remain His 
ſo; it is an unconſtitutional power, and in theſe times it is a ¶ wor 
dangerous power; it will operate as a precedent for worſe the 

purpoſes: I will therefore divide the Houſe upon this ground, 

though I ſtand ſingle and alone. | ente 

- When the amendments made to the ſeventh clauſe came to | that 
Tad Can- be reported, Lord Camden ſaid, that he never liked the clauſe I leſs 
in its original ſtate ; he conſidered it at home, and found in it I pug 

»% . . ſufficient ground for diſapprobation. He did not, however, 
come down to that Houſe the preceding day totally unin- Alle 
farmed of the amendment meant to be offered by the noble I tegr 


and learned Lord, now abſent from his place; which he no deci 
| . 2 : ſooner 
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ſooner heard, than he highly diſapproved of. He was, he — 


ſaid, an enemy to every ſpecies of ſummary juriſdiction, ex- 
cept in very few caſes indeed; but when unaccompanied by 
the right of appeal, they became abominations, and mon- 
ſters in civil, at leaſt in Engliſh, juriſprudence. He ſpoke to 
the learned Lord that morning on the ſubje& ; and though 
his Lordſhip did not ſeem to think that ſuch a right of ap- 
peal was neceſſary, he determined not to oppoſe his Lord- 
ſhip's amendment, but to offer the. clauſe of appeal to the 
Houſe, and ſupport it with ſuch reaſons as ſtruck him; ho- 
ping, that his acquieſcence in the amendment propoſed by 
the noble and learned Lord, would procure him a favourable 
hearing, and his clauſe of appeal a ſuitable reception, He 
was convinced that if the Houſe was predetermined, which in 
the courſe of the committee he had ſome reaſon to find they 
were, how nugatory and ineffectual it muſt be to endeavour 
to bring it over to his opinion. He knew he might as well 
ſpeak to ſtocks or ſtones, (or a ſtone wall) ; but neverthe- 
leſs, he thought it his duty to propoſe the clauſe of appeal: 
that being rejected, without a ſingle plauſible reaſon aſſigned, 
he now meant to adhere to his firſt opinion, the implied con- 
dition, on which he waved it, not being complied with; he 
ſhould therefore vote totally and directly againſt the whole 
clauſe, as it ſtood amended, 
Earl of Denbigh endeayoured to anſwer the laſt noble Lord, Earl of 
by infiſting, that an appeal did lay to the Houſe of Peers; Penbigb. 
that if any perſon thought himſelf aggrieved by the exerciſe 
of the ſummary juriſdickion created by the bill, it would be 
competent for him to appeal to that Houſe. His petition 
would be certainly received; and it was the wiſh and inten- 
tion of the Houſe, to receive appeals in all caſes, but not to 
invite them, to the vexation, if not the ruin, of the parties. 
His Lordſhip further obſerved, that the very end of the clauſe 
one be defeated, if any ſuch encouragement were given in 
the bill, | | 
Lord Camden contended, that the Houſe of Peers could not Lord Came 
entertain an appeal from the juriſdiction created by the bill; den. 
that ſummary juriſdictions ought never to be eſtabliſned, un- 
leſs in caſes of downright neceſſity; for they were no leſs re- 
pugnant to the ideas of general juſtice, than to the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution. Judges were fallible, as well as other men. 
Allowing every thing that could be ſaid on the ground of in- 
tegrity ; they were liable to err; indeed the very mode of 
deciſion led directly to error; and no man ought to 
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for a power, which, from the very nature of its exerciſe, was 


liable to be abuſed. | | | 

Earl of Safe obſerved, that the noble and learned Lord's 
conduct was a little extraordinary. He owned, that he ac- 
quieſced in the clauſe as it ſtood amended; that he framed 
à clauſe of appeal, which rendered it unexceptionable; that 
he ſubmitted it to the Houſe; reſolving to abide the ſenſe of 
it, and reſt contented in that ſenſe; yet his Lordſhip came 
opinidtre to give his negative to the whole clauſe, and there- 
by defeat the bill, becauſe his ideas did not meet thoſe of 
the majority. He hoped, however, that the bill would not 
be loſt on that account, or that it would get out into the 
world, that their Lordlhips meant to abandon a bill which 
had already coſt ſo much time and trouble, and which had 
hitherto been ſo commendably conducted by thoſe who acted 
as its friends and patrons, If ſo, the conſequence would be, 
that Jews, uſurers, money-lenders, &c. would conclude, that 
the legiſlature had endeavoured to frame a law for correcting 
the evil complained of, but were able to effect nothing; but 
on the contrary, leave them at liberry to plunder the public 
at their pleaſure, beyond the power of prevention to correct 
or limit, 

Lord Camden then explained fully what before he ſlightly 
mentioned. He ſaid, he had a fair parliamentary right to 
negative the whole clauſe ; that he did not do it opinidtre, as 
controverting or oppoling the ſenſe of the whole Houſe. He 
afſented to-the clauſe conditionally ; and he was in the judg- 
ment of their Lordſhips, whether he was fairly bound by 


ſuch a conditional aſſent, in any future ſtage of the bill, 


when the condition on which it was given was not complied 
with. He again maintained, that the ſummary juriſdiction 
created by the bill was dangerous and improper, and became 
more ſo, when it was conſidered that the arguments in ſup- 
port of it allowed the propriety of appeal; but thoſe who 
made ule of them at the ſame time refuſed to give it, under 
the pretence that ſuch a right of appeal already exiſted. 

Earl of Marchmont ſaid, there was no perſon had a higher 
opinzon of the great abilities, and profeſſional knowledge of 
the noble and learned Lord, than he had; and it was there- 
fore with great diffidence that he differed on the conſtruction 
or interpretation of the clauſe from his Lordſhip ; yet he al- 
ways underſtood, that there were numerous inftances in 
which ſummary juriſdictions were given, from which, ne- 
vertheleſs, there lay a right of appeal, particularly in - 

caſe 
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as caſe of the Scotch elections, where the determinations were 
final ; yet it was within the memory of every Lord preſent, 
's Withat appeals were brought into that Houſe, and deciſions made 
-- Wthercon. It had frequently happened, and he truſted would 
4 often happen again. | | 
at Lord Camden replied, that he was not ſufficiently conver- Lord Can. 
f ant in the connexion between the local juriſdiction, eſta- . 
je bliſhed in that particular part of the iſland now mentioned; 
- nor on what grounds the appeals were made from it to that 
of MW Houle 3 but he could affirm, and would maintain, that no 
ot appeal lay in the preſent inſtance. He knew, in ſome par- 
ze ticular inſtances, a ſummary juriſdiction was given and exer- 
h WY ciſed without appeal: ſuch was the power lodged in the court, 
d in which, for ſome time, he had the honour to preſide, re- 
d I petting bankrupts: but there the nature of the buſineſs 
e, pointed out the neceſſity of ſuch a juriſdiction; for if, where 
at there were upon an average upwards of two or three hun- 
fl dred bankrupts in a year, and ſome of them had fifty or more 
ut creditors, if every creditor who imagined himſelf aggrieved 
ic vas to have a right of appeal, the Houſe, though it had no- 
& ll thing elſe to do, would not have time to decide upon each 
appellant's claim; and if it had ſufficient leiſure, inſtead of 
five or fix ſhillings in the pound, the uſual average amount 
of the dividend, the creditors would not have ſix- pence in 
the pound to receive. | | | 
Earl of Marchmont referred to another caſe, of an appeal Farl of 
from a ſummary juriſdiction, which the Houſe determined Marchmenty 
in the year 1719, after a ſolemn conſultation with the judges, 
from a commiſſion appointed to enquire into and finally de- 
cide on the claims of perſons in Scotland, on the eſtates for- 
feited in 1715. He ſaid, he had not ſo high an opinion of the 
trappings of the law, as to ſacrifice his opinion to it, nor give 
way to any authority, however reſpeable, when repugnant 
to the Fry Yoon of that ſmall portion of common ſenſe God 
had been pleaſed to beſtow on him: the-precedent was in 
point, He formed his opinion on the beſt lights he could 
er obtain, and was always bound by it, till he had good reaſon 
of to alter his former opimon. He had heard nothing hitherto, 
ö WW fulficient to induce him to do fo ; nor could he fee how any man 
n I could yenture or hazard an aſſertion, that it was not compe- 
tent to that Houſe to entertain appeals from every inferior 
in juriſdiAion in the kingdom. „5 
5 Lord Camden, after inveighing againſt the depravity of the Lord Came 
ze preſent age, which, he ſaid, was fallen into the very abyis 
| ih 
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of vice; and ſhewing the inefficacy of all reſtraining laws, 
while the morals of every rank of people continued ſo profli- 
gate and corrupt, re-aſſerted what he maintained from the 
beginning, He contended,: that no appeal whatever, or in 
ey ſhape, could be entertained by that Houſe from the ju- 
riſdiction created by the clauſe in queſtion. The juriſdiction 
given was to a court of law, therefore the proceedings muſt 
be by a writ of error. Error could not be aſſigned, but 
where a judgment at law had been given: a ſummary juriſ- 
diction not admitting of a judgment, no writ could of courſe 
be brought. The other mode of appeal was from a judgment 
or decree 1n equity ; the common-law courts not being courts 
of equity, it followed, that in neither light could the matter 
be brought before the Houſe of Lords, He added, that the 
ſummary juriſdiction, being common to all the common-law 
courts, and there being no appeal in reſpect of each other, 
the reſpective juriſdictions would, in all probability, be eter- 
nally claſning and contradicting each other, without a poſſi- 
bility of redreſs. 38 

Lord Suffolk replied ſhortly; and the queſtion being put, 
the report was agreed to without a diviſion. | 

| March 27. | 

Annuity bill read a third time, and ſent to the Commons, 

(where it was withdrawn, and two other bills brought in in- 


ſtead, ) 
| March 28. 
Bills paſſed by commiſſion. Adjourned to April 8. 
April 8. 
Private buſineſs. 
| April q. | 


Earl of Suffolk brought a meſſage from the King, reſpect- 
ing the arrears of the civil liſt, (See the ſame meſſage to 
the Commons this day, in Commons debates.) 


April 10. 
Private buſineſs. 
. April 11. 
The ſame. Adjourned to the 16th. 
April 16. 


Order of the day for taking into conſideration his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage, which was preſented to the Houſe on the gth, 
The Earl of Derby, after expatiating on the many and fingy- 
lar virtues of his Majeſty, his ceconomy, frugality, ſobriety, 


_ wiſdom; his love of conſtitutional liberty, and of his coun- 


try; his affection for his people; the high eee 
ow 


* 
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owed to ſo juſt, wiſe, merciful, and magnanimotꝭs a prince: | 
ſtated the grounds of his motion, which he ventured to pre- 
dict, would be received with that degree of duty; reverence, 
gratitude and reſpect, to which the auguſt perſonage, who 
was to be the ſubject of it, was fo confeſſedly and eminently 
entitled. His Majeſty was, he ſaid, no lefs conſpicuous fot 
for his political than his private virtues. He was deſerving 
of every grateful diſtinction, which his perſohal ſituation 
demanded, and which it was in the power of that Houſe te 
beſtow. The ſubje& matter to be taken into confideration, 
ſhou!d tt be debated, would neceſſarily come to be confidered 
in two different points of view ; namely, the diſcharge of 
the preſent debts, incurred by the excels of expenditure of 
the civil liſt, and the making a ſuitable proviſion for the 
time to come, in order to render ſuch applications as the 
preſent, in future totally unneceſſary. Whatever obje&ions 
might be made to the latter, he preſumed, there was hot 4 
ſingle Lord preſent, whoſe generous feelings for his Sove- 
- Wl reign would not point out the? neceſſity of paying the debt 
already incurred; and make him anxious to his M 
t, from thoſe embarraſſments he muſt ſuffer, in not having it 
in his power to pay off the demands of his houſhold, He 
obſerved, that their Lordſhips could never think of refuſing 
„ fo reaſonable a requeſt ; they muſt feel too ſenfibly, not t6 
1- i perceive the neceſiity of freeing their Sovereign from thoſe 
embarraſſments, though they had proceeded from a propet 
want of economy; much leſs, when it was known that they 
were cauſed merely by all the conveniencies, as well as luxu- 
ries of life, being enhanced in their value. He appealed to the 
candour of the Houſe, and the individual knowledge of their. 
Lordſhips, if the expences of living were not immenſely en- 
creaſed, within a very few years; and if their incomes were 
not proportionable raiſed, by the encreaſed value of their 
eſtates. Shall the Sovereign then be the only perſon, within 
the circuit of this wide extended empire, who fhall be doo ed 
to ſuffer under the inconvenience of ſuch a riſe 3 and yet be 
confined to a revenue which was deemed only a proper ſup- 
port of the luſtre and dignity of the crown half a century 
ago? He was certain, there was not a noble Lord preſent, 
2- | who wiſhed or defired any ſuch thing. He 'faid, that rules 
h, of economy in private life, however plaufibly made, were 
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p- 44 no means rigidly applicable to the conduct of a prince. Lo 
y, He could not, without tarnithing the luſtre of his —_ | 

n- and diſgracing the eminence and ſplendour of his ſituation, 
ey Var. VII. e de- 
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deſcend into an examination of the minutiæ of his expences ; 
he could not keep a narrow account of ſhillings and fix- 
pences ; it would be mean and paltry, and much beneath the 
dignity, and totally foreign to the more important objects 
which were ſuppoſed always to be the proper buſineſs of a 
crowned head, and were known peculiarly to demand and 
employ the attention of the Sovereign now on the throne. Tt 
was a conſequence of his elevated ſituation, to conduct his 
public and private expences upon a larger and more liberal 
ſcale ;- indeed, cuſtom had in ſome meaſure rendered it a 
duty; conſequently their Lordſhips muſt expect, and the 
public well knew, that there muſt be ſome profuſion ; it was 
conſequent of his ſituation, it was unavoidable. He aſked, 
which of their Lordſhips, if they had a ſon, would with to limit 
him to an inadequate income, an income ſhort of his neceſſary 
expences ? When the conſequence would be, repeated appli- 
cations to diſcharge the deficiences created by the ſcantineſs 
of that income, when the very deficiencies were known to 
be partly incurred, at leaſt conſiderably augmented, by the 
manner of contracting the debt. This his Lordſhip applied 
equally to both objedds ; recommending to the conſideration 
| ofthe Houſe, the paying off the debt already incurred, and 

the augmentation propoſed, in order to prevent ſuch appli- 
cations in future: in both caſes, it would be both generous 
and prudent to act liberally, and would be preventive of all 
further _—y and trouble to either party. Beſides thole 
general grounds, his Lordſhip ſtated the juſtice of the ap- 

lication, in point of equity. He obſerved, that the late 
Kine had 800,0p0l. per annum at his acceſhon, now exactly 
fifty years ago, ſettled on him; that he had certain duties 
appropriated to raiſe that ſum, which by that appropriation 
became his property ; that Parliament engaged, in caſe the 
duties did not produce the 806,000. to make up the defi- 
ciency: that the duties were found to be conſiderably more, 
N out of a paternal tenderneſs to his people, his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, on his acceſſion, had generoutly given up 
thoſe duties to Pafliament, and relinquiſhed his right to the 
ſurplus, for the ſtated fixed income of 800,0001, That by the 
accounts now lying on their Lordſhip's table, it appeared, 
that the duties had produced, on an average of the ſixteen 
years of his Majeſty's reign, an overplus of 120,000). and a 
fraction, per annum, which taken together for ſixteen years, 
amounted to nearly 2, 300,co0l. whereas the expenditure 
within the ſame period, including the 513,000). granted 1n 
* ö . 1709, 
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1769, and the ſum of 618,000l. now defired, amounted but 
to a little more than 1, 100, oool. or an exceſs of about 


70,000l. and 8 left a profit to the puble, of nearly 


1, 200, oool. ſhould the motion he intended to make meet 
with their Lordſhip's approbation. 

His Lordſhip then moved, That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks 
of this Houſe, for his Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage, by 
which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to inform this Houſe of 
the exceedings of the expences of his Majeſty's houſhold and 
civil government, beyond the revenue ſettled on his Majeſty for 
defraying the ſame ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, of the grate- 
ful ſenſe this Houſe entertains of his Majeſty's well-founded 
reliance on the loyal and affeQtionate attachment of this 
Houſe to his Majeſty's perſon and government ; and that ful- 
ly convinced of the tender and diſintereſted attachment which 
his Majeſty has ſhewn through the whole courſe of his reign, 
to the care and welfare of his faithful people, this Houſe wall 
moſt readily concur in enabling his Majeſty to diſcharge the 
debts which occaſion his Majeſty's preſent difficulties, and 
in making ſome further 3 for the better ſupport of his 
Majeſty's houſhold, and the honour and dignity of the 


crown, 


The motion was ſeconded by Lord On/low. He knew his Lord Or flow 


inability, he ſaid, to add any ftrength to the arguments now 
ſo forcibly urged by the noble mover. There were, how- 
ever, ſome circumſtances ſlightly mentioned, or paſſed over, 
which he would take leave to remind their Lordſhips of, and 
which would further evince the propriety of the addreſs, and 
of complying with his Majeſty's requeſt. It was evident, 
if his Majeſty had retained his hereditary revenues, he 
would have no occaſion to apply to Parliament; on the con- 
trary, he would now be in poſleſſion of a very conſiderable 
ſurplus. He dwelt a conſiderable time on the advanced price 
both of the luxuries and neceſſaries of life, and obſerved, 
that while the payment of the debt already incurred admit- 
ted of no argument, making a ſuitable proviſion for the nu- 
merous royal family now growing up, became equally appa- 
rent, His Lordſhip launched into the moſt laviſh enco- 


miums on the perſonal and political virtues of the Sovereign. 


His Majeſty, he ſaid, had, fince his acceſſion, been the uni- 
form aſſerter of the rights of his people and Parliament; and 
that that conſideration alone, was ſufficient to intereſt Parlia- 
ment in relieving his Majefty _ his preſent difficulties. Had 
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is Mzjeſty been fond of power, or of eſtabliſhing his own 
greanck on the ruins of the conſtitution, he had fofficient 
temptation held out to him, by the conduct of the Ameri- 
cans, who endeavoured, by every means in their power, to 
detach him from the other two branches of the legiſlature, 
What has been his conduct? He has not only rejected thoſe 
öffers, but he has declared his diſapprobation of them by the 
moſt decifive marks of reſentment and contempt. However 
flattering ſuch offers might appear to an ambitious mind 
eager to graſp at arbitrary ſway, they failed to make the leaſt 
impreſſion on a breaſt full of equity, and thoſe juſt ſentiments 
of policy, which wiſdom, founded in virtue, is always known 
to inſpire. His Majeſty has ever ſhewed a diſpoſition to be 
more jealous and tenacious of the rights and privileges of Par- 
liament, than of his own; he has proved it in many in- 
Rances; and I doubt not, but it has made a ſuitable im- 
preſſion upon your Lordſhips, This is the moft valuable 
obligation a monarch can confer, and deſerves every mark 
of gratitude which we can, confiſtently with the intereſt and WW c 
ability of the nation, pay in return, 3 
His Lordſhip next went into the particular conſideration 
of the latter part of the addreſs, relative to the augmenta- p 
tion. He ſaid, that a ſimilar application was made in 1769, MW r: 
which on the beſt grounds was agreed to; that on an in- a 
ſpection of the accounts, in then appeared, that the debt was ce 
incurred every year, though the greateſt exertions had been in 
made, by thoſe who prefided over the ſeveral branches, to 
reduce it, ſo as to keep the expenditure within the grant; 
but that after ſixteen years experience, it was found totally 
© =p If a reform reduced the expences in ſome 
inſtances, they encreaſed in others; ſo that the total expen- 
diture was pretty nearly equal. In would be urged probably, 
that it would he proper to diſcharge the civil liſt debt, but 
not to comply with the propoſed augmentation. That, he 
inſiſted, would be doing things by halves ; it would be worſe, | 
it would he doing next to nothing; it would put the Sove- © up 
Teign and his miniſters to the very diſagreeable neceſſity of th 
future applications to Parliament; it would be, in ſhort, W w: 
making a nominal proviſion for the ſupport of the crown, i pa 
. which experience had ſhewn to be totally inadequate. © co 
To avoid all thoſe inconveniencies, he had no doubt but WF co 
their Lordſhips would chearfully agree to the addreſs in re: 
all its parts, particularly when they found it to be reaſona-} for 
ble. He did not pretend to ſpeak directly from ney © the 
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but as well as he could learn, he underſtood, that his Ma- 
jeſty wiſned to encreaſe his preſent civil lift revenue one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. The average of the expenditure 
ſince his acceſſion, ſupported the propriety of the requeſt; it 
was about 870, oool. this was ſomewhat ſhort of the ſum de- 
ſired, but the difference was ſo trifling, that it was not worth 
attending to, particularly when the expences of a growing 
and encreaſing family were taken into the account. Such a 
revenue, from a compariſon with that enjoyed by former 
kings, and every one of his Majeſty's predeceſſors, ſince the. 
Revolution, taking the value of money at different periods, 
would not, he truſted, be deemed unreaſonable. The pro- 
priety of the requeſt was ſupported by experience ; it was 
founded 1n equity, becauſe it gave nothing more than what 
his Majeſty would have been in poſſeſſion of, had not he relin- 
quiſhed the civil liſt duties, appropriated at the commence- 
ment of the reign of the late King ; and finally, it would 
have the effect of making the Sovereign eaſy in his domeſtic 
concerns ; and of precluding any pretence for applications 
of a ſimilar nature in times to come. 

The Marquis of Reockingham opened his ſpeech with ex- Marquis of 
preffions of the warmeſt perſonal attachment to his Sovye- Recking- 
reign, and the pureſt zeal and beſt wiſhes for the proſperity _ 
and dignity of his government, which, in his -opinion, he 
could not more fully manifeſt, than by pointing out his true 
intereſt, and conſequently not concurring in the preſent 
meaſure, which in every point of view he had hitherto con- 
templated it in, he was moſt certain, was contrary thereto ; 
it was treachery at once, againſt the King and the people, 
and a moſt ſhameleſs ſacrifice of their reſpective intereſts. 
As he had oppoſed a meaſure of a ſimilar nature in 1769, fo 
he ſhould the preſent, but on much ſtronger grounds. He 
never imagined, however, that paying the King's debts in 
1769 would have been urged as an argument for paying 
them 1777, if he had not this day heard it ſo much relied 
upon in debate, The contrary was, according to his ideas, 
the fair deduction; if it was wrong to pay them then, it 
was more ſo now to repeat it: but though the neceſſity of 
paying the King's debts ſhould ſuperſede every collateral 
confideration, reſpecting the manner in which they were 
contraſted, ftill the augmentation expected of the civil liſt 
revenue was a matter entirely new. The one became in 
ſome meaſure inevitable, from the rank of the debtor, and 
the nature of the debt ; but whv, becauſe a debt was impro- 
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perly incurred in. the firſt inſtance, a proviſion ſhould be 
made not only for ſuch an improper mode of expenditure in 
future, by applying a ſtated income for that purpoſe, but 
even granting a ſum conſiderably larger than the exceſs, was 
more than he could poſſibly pretend to account for. In his 
opinion, the miniſters who had fabricated this meſſage, and 
who had rendered ſuch a meaſure neceſſary, inſtead of being 
liſtened to, or gratified, merited the contempt and indignation 
of that Houſe; and the more ſo, when the preſent critical ſi- 
tuation of affairs was conſidered, a ſituation which they, and 
they only, had been inſtrumental in caufing, or had rather 
been the authors of. He repeated again, that if the effect of 
the vote moved this day, was meant as a gift, it was a moſt 
treacherous one, and a very unſuitable return of gratitude for 
thoſe very tranſcendent virtues, which he was as willing to 
confeſs his Sovereign poſſeſſed, as thoſe who appeared moſt 


zealous in extolling them. 5 | 
His Lordſhip next proceeded to ſhew, that the idea of an 


hereditary revenue, alluded to by one noble Lord, and di- 
rely mentioned by the other, was entirely ill- founded; and 
though it were true, every deduction drawn from it was falla- 
cious. The matter was as follows: — The late King, on his 
acceſſion, had a grant of 800, oo0l. a year; and had certain 
duties appropriated for the payment of it; and in caſe the 
duties fell ſhort, the deficiency was to be made good by Par- 
liament; but it was never underſtood, that Parliament was 
pledged to the Crown for more than 800, ooo l. nor that the 
Crown was entitled to the exceſs of the duties, had any ex- 
ceſs aroſe. The conſequence of this agreement proved the 
real underſtanding of the parties; for the King was twenty 

ears upon the throne before he made any application to 
SHIT: an when he did come, it was to deſire that 
Parliament would perform what they ſtood engaged for. Tt 
was found, that the duties appropriated for the ſupport of the 
civil Iſt did not amount to 800,0001. the King therefore 
defired, in the year 1747, the ſum of 450,0001. the amount 
of the deficiency. In the firſt inſtance then it was plain, that 
the King only demanded what he had a right to demand ; and 
the other part of the tranſaction ſhewed clearly, that the ap- 
propriated duties were never looked upon to belong to the 
Crown, duving that reign, farther than as they ſtood engaged 
for the payment of the 800, oool. for by the increaſe of ſome 
of the duties, it being diſcovered that the whole, including the 
4 52,0001. granted in 1747, upon an average, amounted from 
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1747 to the King's demiſe, to 808, ooo l. the ſurplus of 8o00l. 


was retained, and the ſum of 115,001. paid over in part of 
the firſt aids, 1n the firſt year of his preſent Majeſty's reign. 


He was not a very old member, but he recollected very well, 


and he preſumed. ſo did ſeveral other noble Lords preſent, 
that the above was a faithful repreſentation of the fact, as 
ſtated by a noble perſon ſome years deceaſed, | ſuppoſed to 
mean the old Duke of Newcaftle] who was immediately con- 
cerned in the tranſaction, from its commencement till the 
money was paid, as already related, The reaſoning, there- 
fore, that his Majeſty relinquiſhed any thing to which he had 
a right, or that the revenues appropriated to the payment of 
the civil liſt were hereditary, were equally ill- founded and 
abſurd. His Majeſty gave or loſt nothing by taking a ſpeci- 
fie ſum; he could, in juſtice, defire no more nor leſs : the 
only difference it made, was merely a matter of convenience. 
He was paid in ſpecie, without diſcount, riſque, trouble, or 
loſs ; whereas the payment of ſome of the duties was held 
back for ſix, ſeven, or eight years. Hence his Lordſhip 
drew this fair deduction; that the pretended claim ſet up by 
the King's miniſters had no foundation whatever in truth. 
If then they had no right to come to Parliament on this 
ground, he truſted he ſhould prove, before he ſat down, that 
they had as little on any other; the very papers on their 
Lordſhips' table would bear ſufficient teſtimony to this aſſer- 
tion, By them it appeared, that the ſeveral branches of the 
royal family, for the firſt eight years, coſt the Crown 
about 235,0001. more than they had the eight laſt years of 
the late King ; conſequently, that adminiſtration came with 
a tolerable good countenance to Parliament in 1769, as far 
as that ſum could be ſuppoſed to operate; but the eight laſt 
years of the preſent reign the other branches of the royal fa- 
mily had coſt the Crown a few thouſand pounds leſs ; and that 
taking the whole of the late reign, it appeared that the royal 
family had coſt the Crown, ſtriking an annual average, up- 
wards of 1 30, oo l. whereas the average coſt of the laſt eight 
years, under the ſame head of expenditure, was little more 
than 100, ooo l. per annum. Diſcovering this very important 
fact, it led him to endeavour to find out whence the defici- 
ency aroſe, In the cofferer's account, in 1769, it appeared 
that the money iſſued through that channel for the laſt eight 
rears of the late reign, and the firſt eight years of the pre- 
lent, wers nearly equal ; byt by the account now on the ta- 
ble, that head was monſtrouſly increaſed, indeed no leſs than 
NO iy | _ 60,000L. 
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60,0001. it being at the former period about 72,0001. a year, 
whereas now it is ſwelled to 136, oool. Under the head of 
penſions, again, it was raiſed from 78, cool. to 84, oool. 
which was an increaſe of 60001. though it was known that 
pens were daily granting, and had been granted, on the 
riſh eſtabliſhment, and the four and a half per cent. duties. 
The head of preſents had been conſiderably increaſed ; and ſo 
had that of annuities, board of works, ws ambaſſadors. He 
ſuppoſed, before the Houſe roſe, that ſome explanations 
would be 2 ven to ſatisfy their Lordſhips of the propriety of 
the increaſe of thoſe ſeveral heads of expenditure, becauſe it 
was by their means, almoſt folely, that the preſent debt was 
incurred; for upon adding them together, he found that the 
amoũnted in the courſe of the laſt eight years to 591, o00 l. 
a ſum little ſhort of that now demanded; and were ever 
every year in a progreſſive ſtate of increaſe. He was, for his 
own part, certain, that a reduction below what they ſtood in 
former reigns, inſtead of augmentation, of ſome of them, might 
be made; and if ſome part of the expencs incurred under the 
head of the cofferer's account ſhould appear neceſſary, there 
was a conſiderable part of the ſame account, and all the other 
heads of expenditure, as well as the head of ſecret ſervice, 
that would be found an ample balance to ſuch a ſuppoſed ne- 
ceflary increaſe, For theſe reafons he ſhould be againſt the 
addreſs, becauſe the debt was wantonly or corruptly incur- 
red,. and the augmentation mentioned by the noble Eord 
who ſeconded the motion unneceſſary and ill - timed, when it 
was known that the nation was in a ſtate of increafing ruin; 
when, as he emphatically obſerved, the ftern voice of prero- 
gative was heard no more; but when that unbounded influ- 
ence, a much more dangerous enemy to the liberties of this 
country, was daily extending itſelf, threatening at once the 
deſtruttion of the conſtitution, and every benefit formerly 
derived from a limited government; when this baneful-un- 
conſtitutional influence, as aſſerted by its very friends, was 
ſufficient to call any man, or ſet af men, to the adminiſtra- 
tion of public affairs whom the Crown pleafed, and ſupport 
them in that fituation, without any regard, or rather totally 
independent of, and contrary to, the opinion or approbation 
f the people. The preſent requiſition would have the cer- 
tan effect of increafing that influence, already become too dan 
_ gerouſly powerful; for which reafon, as well as from the prin- 
ciple and detail of the grounds on which the preſent addreſs was 


moved and ſeconded, he ſhould-give it a negative, by moving: 


* 


Ii repreſented in 
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an amendment, expreſſive of his ſentiments, and to which he 
referred their Lordſhips more particularly for the true 
grounds of his motives. His Lordſhip delivered the amend- 
ment in at the table, which was read, and was afterwards en- 
tered on the journals by way of proteſt, [ See it as a proteſt 
at the end of the debate. |] 7 


7 1 
* 


Lord Cardiff ſpoke warmly in ſupport of the motion, and 12d Car- 


endeavoured to anſwer ſeveral arguments urged by the noble V 


Marquis. He proteſted, that if he imagined the inſinua- 
tions thrown out by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt were well 
ſounded, or that there were any juſt ground for the direct 
charge contained in the amendment, he would be one of the 
firſt perſons in that Houſe who would ſupport the amend- 
ment, and give his vote for putting a negative on the ad- 
dreſs ; but he was too well catisfted of the integrity of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervants, to ſuppoſe that they would employ the public 
revenues of the * in corrupting either Houſes of Parlia - 
ment; much leſs that Parliament, though minifters were wil- 
ling, would baſely ſtoop to be corrupted with the ſpoils extract- 


ed from the toil, labour, and induſtry of their fellow- ſubjects. 


The amendment, he obſerved, ftated that the demand now 
made came unaccompanied with ſuch papers as were. neceſ- 
fary for the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, Though he ſpoke 


with great deference to thoſe who had an opportunity of be- 
ing better informed, particularly to that of the noble Mar- 


quis, whoſe official ſituation led him to information he was 
totally unacquainted with; yet he could eaſily conceive that 


there muſt be ſome items under the ſeveral heads of expendi- 
ture referred to, which it would be highly improper L 


naked before the Houſe, and which, if minutely examined, 
might be found to have been extremely neceſſary. Among 


others, he begged leave to point out that of ſecret ſervice, 


and the money given to ambaſſadors, to reimburſe them for 


important informations procured at the ſeveral courts where 


they reſide. There might too be ſeveral others which he was 


macquainted with, that were equally obvious. He ſaid, he 


would not pretend to directly contradic̃t the noble Lord, not 


being at that time in Parliament, relative ta an agreement 
made with his Majeſty at the commencement of his reign; 
but he always underſtood that it was an act of generoſity and 
© parental tenderneſs. towards his ſubjects which induced his 


Majeſty to relinquiſh his claim to the whole of the appropri- 
ated duties, in lieu of 800,0001. a year; and he never heard 
1 any other light, either then or fance, till 
Nos Vi -; : L NEE this 
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this day. It was-then urged as a ſtrong motive for entering 
into that agreement, that thoſe branches of the revenue, in 
the mode of collecting, & c. might be-confiderably improved 
if incorporated into the duties, &e. appropriated. for the ſup- 
port of the national eſtabliſnment. His Lordſhip drew a 
compariſon of his Majeſty's ſituation with that of private gen- 
temen, whoſe property was known to increaſe in proportion 


to the comparative dearneſs of the neceſſaries of life. It was 


a matter within the knowledge of every noble Lord preſent, 
that the rents of their lands bore the proportion alluded to; 
and, in his opinion, it would be a peculiar hardfhip: that his 


Majeſty ſhould be doomed to ſuffer under an inconvenience 


which no other perſon in his dominions felt but himſelf. His 
Majeſty had no reſource but to his Parliament; the great he- 
reditary revenues of the Crown had long ſince been alienated, 
or rendered of very little value; and if the allowance granted 
by Parliament were found, after ſo long experience, to be 
totally madequate, it was incumbent on their Lordſhips to 
grant their Sovereign ſuch a revenue as might be the means 
of rendering him perſonally eaſy, and ſupport with ſuitable 
luſtre the honour and dignity of the Crown. For theſe rea- 
ſons his Eordſhip was againſt the amendment, and for the 
addreſs moved by the noble Earl. = 
FEflneham confeſſed his ignorance of the true 
Frounds of che queſtion, ſo far as it depended on the accounts 
now on their Lordſhips? table; but as he preſumed, from 
what had fallen from the noble Marquis, and which as yet 
had remained uncontradicted, that miniſters would accom- 
pany their demand with the neceffary explanations, he 
ſhould for the preſent content himſelf with a few ftiort obſer- 
vations on what had ſuggeſted itſelf to him fince he came 
into'the Houſe, As the beſt means, however, of drawing 
forth thoſe explanations, he would ſecond the amendment, 
becauſe, in His opinion, if they were not ſatisfactory, the 


Houſe could not heſitate a minute in giving the addreſs 


a direct negative. The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt had 
dwelt a conſiderable time on tlie article of ſecret ſervice, and 
the allowance made to ambaſſadors on that account. If the 
addreſs conld not be ſupported on better ground, he was pret- 

certain it muſt fall; for, from any thing he could learn, 
the money expended in that ſervice was of ſo much money 
thrown away; for we had, it is well known, neither the 
moſt important nor early intelligence. It was evident, that 
tte luſtre and dignity of the Crown, or the perſonal ä 
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rg of the Sovereign, were not the true cauſes nor ob- 

x 

more grofsly ſacrificed. If the ſum were really inadequate, 

wa not apply earlier? Why defer it to ſo unſeaſonable a pe- 

rod ? Uninformed as he was, he did not know, nor . 
what was meant by the article of preſents; but if it 


vas a cuſtomary head of expenditure, he was content, ſo that 


the account of preſents received, as well as given away, was 
fairly ſtated, and in conſequence of ſueh a ſtate the balance 


fairly ſtruck. He had heard a great deal without doors, of a 


prevailing report of preſents lately received, particularly ons 


from the Nabob of Arcot, to a conſiderable amount. Ha 


did not venture to vouch for the authenticity of ſuch a report; 
but if there was any truth in it, or if preſents have been re- 
ceived ' from any other quarter, within the period to which 
the preſent accounts allude, it would be only acting candidly 
to have them revealed, and a credit taken for them accord» 
ingly. He truſted that his Majeſty's ſervants, before they 
paſſed a vote on the ſubject, would clear up what appeared to 
bim very extraordinary indeed ; which was, that the deficiency 
ſtated, and the whole of his Majeſty's expenditure, including 
the 800,0001. a year, exactly tallied. He ſhould be oblige 
to ſome noble Lord in office, to riſe and explain this paradox. 
If the 2 was to be de _ on, = Majeſty did not 
ſpend a ſingle ſhilling but the ſpecific ſums ſtated in the r. 
What — was dns of his Majeſty's extra Es. 0 Ot 
the] revenue drawn from Wales, . Cornwall, Lancaſter, Ire- 
land, and the Leeward Iſlands? Was that likewiſe appropri- 
ated to ſecret ſervice ? Or was it lying in his Majeſty's cof- 
fers? The latter he could hardly believe; and in what man- 
ner the affair really ſtood, was, in his opinion, very proper 
to be cleared up, and called for a particular explanation, 
Until he heard ſomething to induce him to change his opi- 
nion, he ſhould be for the amendment, and for giving > flat 
negative to the addreſs, - 4 | 


The Earl of Suffolk roſe, and launched forth into che Earl of Su 
higheſt encomiums on the tranſcendent virtues of the Spye-folls  - 


—— ; and what a peculiar felicity his ſubjects enjoyed under 
ſo wiſe, mild, and equitable a government. It was ſomewhat 
unuſyal, at leaſt when it came from the perſon himſelf, ta 
hear a total ignorance of the grounds of a motion 108 p 
avowed, and {till more extraordinary to have that followed 
by a ſtrong oppoſition. to its contents. This, he faid, was 
the caſe of the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt; and who n 
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s of the preſent requiſition, for at no time had either been 
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panied this declaration with inſinuations, as if adminiſtra- 
tion were accountable or blameable for his inattention and 
negleẽt; though it was evident that his Lordſhip might have 
had the moſt ample and ſatisfactory information, if he pe. 
ruſed the papers now lying on their Lordſhips table. As to 
the comparative expenditure of the two periods of eight 
years of the late and preſent reign, ſo warmly and ftrongly 
urged by the noble Marquis, who moved the amendment, 
they were not, he inſiſted, put in a fair point of view, nor 
were any deductions drawn from premiſes, erroneous in them- 
ſelves, to be depended upon. His Lordſhip denied that the 
dutics appropriated during the late reign were held in truſt for 
Parliament, after deducting the 800, oo0l. a year out of 
them when they amounted to ſo much. On the contrary, 


it was a fact notoriouſly known, that whenever Parliament 


broke into thoſe duties, in order to regulate, or change them 
for others, they always applied to the Crown for its appro- 
bation, which could not be the caſe, if the Crown held thoſe 
duties in truſt for the public; becauſe, in that event, all Par- 
Rament would have te do, would be to make good the defici- 
ency out of the firft aids ; and he was pretty certain, that the 
450, oool. ted to his late Majeſty in 174), was not to 
make good the deficiency of the appropriated duties, but was 
clearly over and above the 800,0001. a year granted to him on 
Þis agcefſion. His Lordſhip then turned his attention to the 

endinent, and obſerved upon ſeveral. paſſages of- it with 

eat aſperity. He ſaid, they were unſupported by truth. 
The charge of undue influence, he contended, was falſe and 
ill-founded ; of which a ſtronger proof need. not be adduced, 
than the uniform ſupport which was given to his Majeity's 


meaſures by one of the moſt reſpectable, independent, and 


diſintereſted deſcription of men in this country, the great 
body of land-owners of this kingdom, who loaded their poſ- 
feffions with heavy burdens, and who, from their ſituation, 


were well known to be totally out of the way of being ope- 


rated upon in the leaſt degree by the influence of the Crown. 
This ſypport was as unprecedented in this country as it was 
merited ; and 2 as much in the propriety of the 
meaſures ſupported, as in the unpopularity cauſed by the de- 


feſtable, dangerous, and unconſtitutional conduct of what is 
n in tis country called the Oppoſition, His Lord - 
mip endeavoured to ſhew, that ſeveral of the arguments made 
uſe of 25 the noble Marquis, reſpecting the outgoings of the 


were erroneous ; and contended,” that at no 
. time 
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time had ceconomy and frugality both, been more conſtant- 
ly and ſucceſsfully practiſed in the diſpoſition of the royal re- 
venue. He ſaid, that an increaſe of the expenditure, un- 
der the head of the cofferer's account, was obvious, from 


an increaſing and numerous royal family; that ſecret ſer- 


vice money was a ſervice, that on particular occaſrons could 


not be ſtinted without riſque ; and that the penſion lift was | 


increaſed not wantonly, or with a laviſh hand, but on good 
grounds, to perſons who had rendered eminent ſervices to 
their country; to others worn out in the public ſervice, and 
who had impaired their fortunes in it; and to ſeveral officers 
in the law department, who, from their long and meritorious 
ſervices, were thought proper objects of royal bounty, It 
was urged, he obſerved, that reforms ought to have been 
made, in order to confine the expenditure within the royal 
income, and not to contract debrs, and thereby virtuall 

pledge Parliament for their payment; but this, he contended, 
was mere matter of argument; for the debt was regularly 
eontracted every year, both previous and ſince the year 1769, 


in every adminiftration, ſettled and unſettled, he preſumed; 


as well in that of the noble Marquis, who now ſo highly 


condemned it, as in every other that preceded or followed it, 
On the whole, therefore, on every principle of gratitude to 


the Sovereign, who had, from a peculiar tenderneſs for the 


2 to his ſubjects, out of a principle of equity to that 


vereign, who had relinquiſhed what he was juſtly entitled 
to retain and poſſeſs, he truſted that their Lordſhips would 
chearfully concur in both _ of the requiſition, as being 
equally neceſſary, reaſonable, and juſt, 


The Duke of Grafton, after teſtifying his high reſpe& for puke of 
the pefſonal virtues of his Majeſty, and how chearfully he Grafton, 


was inclined to acquieſce in every meaſure which might pro- 
miſe to promote his happineſs, and ſupport the dignity and 


uſtre of the crown, declared, he could no means, conſiſtent 


with the duty he owed to his Sovereign and his country, 
agree with the addreſs now moved ; he would much rather, 
if it were agreeable to parliamentary order, put the previous 
queſtion both on the addreſs and amendment :_ he doubted, it 
was not; and when he had enquired into the matter, from, 
thoſe who were better acquainted with the eſtabliſhed ſorms 


of the Hopſe, he would again riſe and move it, in whatever 


manner the uſages of Parliament permitted him. He obſer- 


ved, that the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, had made uſe, of a. 


very 
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| very emphatical expreſſion, every, adminiſtration ſettled 


or unſettled,” That ,very influence of the crown, which 
could ſettle and unſettlè adminiſtrations at pleaſure, was, he 
ſolemnly proteſted, the great cauſe of the deficieacy now ſo 
juſtly complained of. It was that fluctuating ſtate of poli- 
tics, and change of men, that till very lately rendered even 
every thought of reformation: totally impracticable; for he 
was thoroughly convinced, that 800,000. a year, was a 
moſt ample revenue, and fully ſufficient to anſwer every ex- 
nce of the civil government, ordinary and extraordinary. 

e was ready to pledge himſelf to that Houſe, thathe would 
prove moſt <learly, upon incontroyertible facts, that that 
fum would ſupport the crown with a dignity and luſtre it had 
not experienced for many years. He expected to hear it 
urged in reply, Why, when you were minifter, did not you 
ſet this reform on foot? Youcame to Parliament on a fimi- 
lar errand, while you preſided at the head of the national fi- 
naaces; and how could you make ſuch an application, when 
ou were ſatisfied that the royal revenue was an ample one 
faid, he put the queſtion, on purpoſe to anſwer it, and pre- 
clude the objection... It was the unſettled, ſlippery ſituation he 
{ſtood in; it was the-improbability of ſucceeding in it, and 
the dictates of common prudence, not to encounter the odium 
ſuch a meaſure would be productivę of, which ſhewed him 
the folly of obftinately perſiſting in a fruitleſs attempt. He 
was well aware, what an invidious taſk it would be; how 
many perſons it would offend ; how many men it would ir- 
ntate, who had both the power to obſtru& the meaſure, and 
the means too of avenging theinfelves on, its author, He 
had a noble Lord in his eye, [Lord Talbot] who once 
thought that ſuch a ſcheme was practicable, and who Had in- 
curred a conſiderable deal of odium on that account, and, 
as it turned out, to very little purpoſe ; for by ſome. of the 
obſervations which fell from the noble Marquis, it appeared; 
that that part of the eſtabliſhment with which the noble 
Lord was cannected, was rapidly on the encreaſe, inſtead of 
being diminiſbed. His Grace ſaid, out of regard to the 
noble Marquis, he would not move the previous queſtion on 
his amendment: but he conjured their Lordſhips, as the beſt 
proof of their loyalty and affection for his Majeſty, that 


they would content to have the original motion poſtponed, 


and agree to appaint a committee to enquire into the expen- 
diture; hut mare. particularly, to enquire what. e 
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beſt admit of a reduction; and when that was finally fet- - 
tled, then proceed to à vote of concurrence, for whatever 
this reduced eſtimate might amount to; that, he offered to 
prove, would not exceed his Majeſty's preſent revenue, and 
would not bear upon a fingle article which was thought by 
his warmeſt friends to adminiſter to his Majeſty's eaſe and 
perſonal fatisfaction; or was neceſſary to fuſtain, with ſplen- 
dour and dignity, his elevated rank and ſituation; on the 
contrary, he was convinced the retrenchments he had in 
contemplation would every one of them tend to promote a 
rational, liberal œcõhnOmy, and good government. As to 
the matter which had been fo ftrongly conteſted, relative to 
the diſpoſition of the exceſs of the appropriated duties during 
the late reign, it was a point which had long ſince given 
birth to contrary opinions; and the manner that affair ſtood 
in the civil lift act, paſſed at the commencement of that reign, 
was urged againft Sir Robert Walpole, as one of the moſt 
obje&ionable' parts of his political conduct. Be that as it 
may, the point was in ſome degree decided, by the with- 
holding the ſmall overplus revenue, and augmenting the ci- 
vil liſt fund with it, early in the preſent reign. His Grace 
lamented very pathetically, the univerſal: moral and pohticat 
depravity of the age, which he attributed in a great degree 
to the operative powers of the influence. of the crown, on 
all ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt.; and predicted, 
that they would continue to extend in proportion as that in- 
fluence was ſtrengthened and enereaſed. He obſerved; that 
the conſequences of the addreſs promiſed to be truly alarm- 
ing, if in no other light, but the irreſiſtible power it threw 
into the hands of miniſters, who were generally good and: 
virtuous, in proportion to the number of temptations, and 
the means they had of rendering themſelves corrupt, deſpotic, 
and oppreſſive. His Grace again pledged himſelf to the 
Houſe, that he would prove from documents, the moſt clear, 
zuthentic, and inconteſtible, if tliey ſnould conſent to go into 
à committee on the ſubject, that 800, oo0l. per annum would 
anſwer every end of private eaſe, perſonal dignity, and royal 
ſplendour; in ſhort, every appendage to royalty, but what 
us Majeſty's miniſters miſtakenly thought a neceſſary one, 
that of giving them, through the means of corrupt influence, 
an unbounded power and controul over the will and reſolu- 
tons of Parliament. „ 25 : 
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Earl TB. Earl Talbot looking upon himſelf as called upon by the 


noble Marquis, but more particularly by the noble Duke 
who ſpoke laſt, roſe and ſpoke for upwards of three quarters 
of an hour. In reply to the noble Marquis, relative to the 
equitable pretenſions the crown had to come to Parliament, 
becauſe his preſent Majeſty had relinquiſhed the appropriated 
duties, and had taken a net 800,0001. a year in lieu 
thereof, he believed chat was not perfectly explained by his 
Lordſhip. He had himſelf converſed with the late Mr. 
Pelham, when minifter, on the ſubject. Mr. Pelham was 
an honeſt, able man, though not ſo great a miniſter as Sir 
Robert Walpole. He ſeldom converſed with miniſters, before 
his acceptance of the poſt he now occupies in his Majeſty's 
houſhold ; he always oppoſed their meaſures : ſince he has 
voted with adminiftration, he converſed as little with them. 
Sir Robert Walpole was an able miniſter ; he ſaw the neceſ- 
fity of rendering the crown independent; and he believed 
that there were many parts of Sir Robert's conduct much 
more objeCtionable, than his ſecuring for the crown the 
800, oo0l. independent of Parliament, and the ſurplus of the 
appropriated duties, if any furplus ſhould ariſe. To re- 
turn; he remembered very well his ſpeaking to Mr. Pelbam 
on the ſubjett; but yet he never underſtood, whatever doubts 
that gentleman might have entertained, as to the appropria- 
ton of the furplus, if any ſurplus ſhould ariſe, that the 
450,000l. granted in 1747, was not over and above the 
$00,000l. conſequently, he was pretty certain, that the noble 
Marquis was at leaft miſtaken in that part of his argument, 
when he ſaid that ſum was included and granted to make up 
the deficiency. - His Lordſhip further remembered, that one 
of the dutics appropriated aroſe from an exciſe, which was 
deemed extremely hurtful and pernicious to both the health 
and morals of the people, - [ ſuppoſed to mean Britiſh ſpirits; ] 
and when the legiſlature thought fit to lay an additional duty 
to what was then imagined * pretty nearly equal to a pro- 
hibition, and when this high duty was found to raiſe the 
fund inſtead of prohibiting the ſale of the commodity, which 
was the intention of the legiſlature, the exceſs ariſing there- 
from was looked upon as an augmentation, and not by any 
means as aſſerted by the noble Marquis, to be held in truſt 
for the public. As to the great increaſe of expenditure, ſta- 
ted by the ſame noble Lord, to have ariſen in the cofferer's 
office, in which the expences ariſing in his department were 


included, moſt certainly his own part of the 1 
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had increaſed within the laſt eight years the ſum of 26,6001: 
There were a variety of concurrent circumſtances which 
cauſed this increaſe ; not any one of them, he would venture 
to aſſert, that could fairly be imputed to an inattention or 
negle& of duty, He appealed to their Lordſhips' recollection 
if, when he firſt entered on his office, he did not exert him= 
ſelf as much as poſſible to contract within reaſonable bounds 
the expences of that part of the houſhold, as well as retrench 
and ſtrike off what appeared to him totally unneceſſary. His 
plan would have ſucceeded, at leaſt in part, but for the rea- 
ſons he ſhould mention before he ſat down. The firſt ſtep he 
took, was to put ſeveral of the houſhold upon board-wages, 
where there were tables kept, and ſtrike off the tables where 
there was no actual attendance. This, fox a while, gave con- 
tent to ſeveral; indeed they petitioned for ſuch a regulation: 
but, on the other hand, it became a ſource of endleſs clamour 
with others; and it was well obſerved by the noble Duke in 
the blue ribbon, that the taſk of reformation is a very invidi- 
ous taſk, when undertaken by an individual : indeed I have 
often known it to-miſcarry when ſeemingly countenanced by 
Parliament. Theſe regulations were found to preſs upon ſome 
perſons whoſe voices were loud enough. to make themſelves 
heard; it was a popular topic, and many who were totally ig- 
norant of the true cauſe, joined in the clamour. I can bet- 
ter explain my meaning by adverting to a fingle circumſtanice, 
which will ſhew how difficult it is to reform the menial ſer- 
vants of his Majeſty's houſhold, when the profits are enjoyed 
by perſons of a certain rank, and ſervices performed by ano- 
ther. The fact I allude to, is, that one of the turnſpits in 
his Majeſty's kitchen was, and J believe ſtill is, a member of 
the other Houſe, The poor man who performed the duty 
had 61. a year for his trouble. Many ſimilar inſtances might 
be mentioned, I have ſelected this one. Bur to return to 
the more immediate object, the incteaſe of expenditure in my 
office, This has ariſen from a variety of circumſtances, 
ſuch as the prodigious advance on all the neceſſaries and luxu- 
nes of life, the increaſe of the royal family, of attendants, 
nurſes, tables, &c. Even the very reform I made in the 
early part of his Majeſty's reign, has added, inſtead of dimi- 
niſhing the expence. By that eſtabliſhment, ſeveral perſons 
Who had board- wages allowed them, but who gave little or no 
perſonal attendance, are now obliged to perform their duty. 
They claim the benefit of the eſtabliſhment then made, and 
we obliged at the ſame time to have tables allowed them, be- 
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cauſe it is indiſpenſably neceſſary that they ſhould always be 
ready to attend. There are now no leſs than three and twen- 
ty tables kept, eleven of which are for the nurſes, there be- 
ing ſo many of that deſcription. It is neceſſary that each 
ſhould have a ſeparate table, for who would truſt two women 
at the ſame table, and expect they would long agree? 
He recollected a circumſtance, he ſaid, which would, he 
believed, fully eſtabliſh the idea urged by the noble mover of 
the addreſs, and the other noble Lords who ſpoke in ſupport 
of it ; which was, the offer made by the late Sir John Bar- 
nard of farming the duties appropriated for the payment of 
the civil liſt, at 900, oool. per annum. It was never ima- 
gined that the public, had the offer been accepted of, were to 
reap the benefit of the 100, oool. ſurplus; on the contrary, 
xt was then urged as an argument, .that the Crown had a re- 
venue fully ſufficient to maintain its luſtre and dignity, if it 
had been properly managed. \ 
_ His Lordſhip then drew a moſt melancholy picture of the 
domeſtic fituation of the Sovereign, and how far his feelings, 
as a man and a maſter, were daily wounded ; nay, he aſ- 
ſerted, that they had totally broke his peace of mind, and pur- 
ſued him to his moſt ſecret retirements, He appealed to their 
Lordſhips, if there was one of them could reſt quietly on his 
pillow, while he was conſcious at the inſtant that his ſervants 
and tradeſmen were rendered miſerable on his account; threa- 
tened perhaps with the want of the neceſſaries of life, or with 
bankruptcy and ruin. The very coal-merchant who ſerved 
the houſhold, had, he ſaid, 6oool. due to him; fo it was in 
proportion with all the other tradeſmen, Again, the poor 
menial ſervants, who had no other means whatever of ſup- 
port, and who had ſix quarters wages due to them, how piti- 
able and diſtreſſing mu their ſituation be! Their com- 
plaints, he affirmed, were ſufficient to penetrate a heart the 
moſt obdurate and unfeeling; and he ſolemnly proteſted, 
that his own fituation was very nearly as much to G pitied, 
being neceſſarily obliged to hear thoſe ſtories of diſtreſs and 
wretchedneſs, without having it in his power to alleviate or 
remove them. He even ſacrificed the privileges of his place; 
thoſe vacancies which he had a right to diſpoſe of, he be- 
ſtowed upon ſeveral of them, in order to ſoften and blunt 
their miſeries. He did not claim this privilege of appointing 
as a right inherent in his office, but a permiſſion his Ro 
Maſter indulged him with, in common with his predeceſſors 
who had occupied the ſame high poſt, And to add to the fi- 
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tuation of the Crown creditors, the dread of a demiſe ſuſ- 


3 


not be actually more than 50, ooo l. out of the public purſe, 


inſtead of 100, ooo l. which it was repreſented to be. : 
His Lordſhip concluded with debating the point of influ- 
ence, ſo ſtrongly urged by the noble Marquis, - and fo point- 


edly ſtated in the amendment; on the contrary, he thought 


that whatever tended to make the Sovereign eaſy in his dome- 
ſic ſituation, and independent of the minifter, ſerved as fo 
much power to be uſed for the benefit of the people, not 
againſt them, The ſituation of his Majeſty, ſays his Lord- 
ſhip, was much to be lamented a few days fince, It was 


ſuch as J have deſcribed it, Suppoſe a miniſter a fortnight 
ago ſhould tell his Majeſty that he could not come to Parlia- 


ment ; ſuppoſe he ſhould threaten, or had threatened to re- 
ſign, what could his Majeſty do? What would not he pro- 


miſe or grant a miniſter, circumſtanced as he muſt have 


been? It is true, we may ſuppoſe, that though the miniſter 
had reſigned, your Lordſhips, when you received the meſ- 
ſage, would have complied ; but give me leave to tell you, 
my Lords, it would have raiſed and increaſed difficulties : it 
might not. defeat the meaſure ; it would nevertheleſs create 
diviſions here; it would create diviſions in adminiſtration ; it 
would tend to divide miniſters more than they are already, 
and God knows they are divided enough. On the whole, my 
Lords, I would never have the King dependent on his mini- 
ſters, which, while his affairs are diſtreſſed, muſt always be 
the caſe, He is not his own maſter, The miniſters have it 
in their power to dictate their own terms, He muſt grant 


whatever favours they chuſe to aſk ;' he is left no will of his 
own ; they tell him they will refign, and abandon the very 
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meaſures, perhaps, they have been the contrivers of, while 
the King labours under difficulties ſuch as the preſent, 

Marquis of The Marquis of Rockingham roſe in reply, and animad-. 
* verted upon | = violent expreſſions which had fallen from a 


noble Lord high in office | Lord Suffolk.] The words, he 


ſaid, were, That the conduct of what was called in this 
country Oppoſition, was deteſtable, dangerous, and uncon- 
ftitutional.” This, his Lordſhip obſerved, was a heavy 
charge-for no other crime than barely differing from the no- 
ble Lord and his calleagues in office. But he preſumed, that 
the charge was ſounded on the 1mportant diſcoveries of Mr, 
Brown Dignam, and thoſe made concerning Mr. Sayre, the 
banker. It was, indeed, a ſure means of rendering any man, 
or ſet of men, deteſtable, when ſpies and informers were em- 
ployed and paid to forge plots and confpiracies againft the 
ſtate. Mr, Sayre was to have poſſeſſed himſelf of the tower, 
and the perſon of the King, if Mr. Richardſon were to be be- 


lieved; and ſeveral of the moſt reſpectable characters in both 


Houtes, if Mr. Brown Dignam was to be credited, were con- 
cerned in a conſpiracy againſt the life of his Majefty. This 
kind of policy ſeemed at firſt fight ſomewhat extraordinary, 
but it nevertheleſs anſwered certain purpoſes, upon a narrower 
inſpection. It ſerved to account, in part, for the diſpoſition of 
the ſecret- ſervice money, and at the ſame time to ſubſtantiate 
the charge, that the conduct of what was called Oppoſition, 


was deteſtable. To be ſure, the money laid out in this man- 


ner was well ſpent, and the authority on which the charge was 
founded truly reſpectable! He ſuppoſed the noble Lord 
would explain what he meant; becauſe, however authentic 
the information might have been, on which his charge was 
ſupported, it was confined to a few, and could not be ſuppoſed 
to reach the conduct of all thoſe who were called Oppoſition 
in this country, | 


FarlofS»f- The Earl of Syfolk denied that he made uſe of the word de- 


ela. 


teffable, and did not think it fair nor parliamentary to have 
expreſſions imputed to him which he never uſed ; | Here their 
Lordſhips looked at each other with aftoniſhment.] but even 


if he had, he thought himſelf fully juſtified in making ule of , 


it: for he ſincerely was of opinion, that the conduct of Op- 
poſition merited both the. contempt and deteſtation of every 
ian who withed well to the intereſts and proſperity of his 
country, I do in my conſcience and foul believe; that the 
deteſtable conduct of thoſe called Oppoſition in this country, 
has been as inſtrumental in rendering the preſent adminiſtra- 
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tion popular, as the wiſdom and re&itude of their meaſures. 
do in my conſcience and ſoul believe, that their deteſtable 
conduct has increafed the majority in both Houſes; and I am 
in my very ſoul and heart convinced, that they have rendered 
themſelves ſo univerſally deteſtable, by the mode and and com- 
plex ion of their oppoſition, that many members who were 
doubtful as to the juſtice and expediency of the meaſures pur- 
ſuing by the King's fervants, have attached themſelves to 
adminiſtration, and voted with them, ſolely on that account. 
His Lordſhip denied, without reſerve, that Dignam had gi- 
ren any information againſt the noble and honourable perſons 
atuded to by the noble Marquis. He was aſhamed to hear 
Dignam's name mentioned in ſuch a reſpectable afſembly 
but fince it was, he could affirm, that the manner it was re- 
preſented was ill- founded. He was neither encouraged to 
tell Lies nor truth; nor was he paid for what he did tell. His 
ſtory was worthy of attention: it was plaufible, and full of 
every apppearance of truth. It would have been extremely 
improper to refuſe to liſten to it; and adminiſtration,” he 
affirmed, conducted themſelves with the utmoſt propriety, 
They liſtened, but did not believe; and took the neceſſary, 
the moſt efficacious means to diſcover the truth; and when 
they found him to be an impoſtor, they abandoned him to 
the laws. And he begged leave to repeat once more, be- 
fore he ſat down, that the conduct of thoſe called the Oppo- 
ſition, was deteſtable; and though Dignam was an impoſtor, 
he had other proefs, and thoſe of ſuch a nature, as not to ad- 
mit of a doubt, chat Oppoſition deſerved that public deteſta- 
tion which they were notoriouſly known to be held in. 


The Earl of Shelburne ſaid he ſhould abſtain, out of reſpect Earl of 


25 


to his Sovereign, and their Lordſhips, from animadvert- Sbelburne. 


ing on the indecent charges, and the coarſeneſs of expreſ- 
hon that accompanied them, which fell from the noble 
Lord who ſpoke haſt. They would have been” unworthy 


of notice at any time; the preſent, for the reaſon before af- 


'oned, would be particularly unſeaſonable. He profeſſed 
his aſtoniſhment at the language held by the friends of the 


addreſs throughout the whole debate. The civil iftrevenues 
were deſcribed as ſo much hereditary property; they were re-. 
preſented as an entailed eſtate, and deductions drawn from 


that ſuppoſition, ſhewing, that the Crown had an abſolute; 
«ſtint property in the duties appropriated for the mainte- 


nance of the civil government, independent of Parliament, 
tan which nothing can be farther from the true ſtate of that 


matter. The duties alluded to at no time belonged to the 
4 Crown, 
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Crown, they were at the diſpoſition of Parliament ; King 
William had 4oool. per week taken from him, though the 
nation were under ſuch ſingular obligations to him. The 
grants of the forfeited eftates, which formed part of them, 
were reſumed in the next reign, and applied to the exigen- 
cies of the ſtate. In the _ of Queen Anne, 700 l. per 
week-was charged on the poſt-office, which was part of the 
ciyil lift revenue ; and ſeveral other parts of it were applied 
to particular uſes, and to the exigencies of the war. It was, 
therefore, to the laſt degree abſurd, prepoſterous, and falla- 
cious, to ſuppoſe the agreement made by his preſent Majeſty 
was any act of conceſſion in him. He relinquiſhed nothing; 
he gained nothing. He accepted the bounty of Parliament, 
The offer came from himſelf ; and it may be preſumed, that 
the noble Lord who then enjoyed his confidence, adviſed him 
to demand ſuch an income as would be adequate to the main- 
tenance and ſupport of the Crown with dignity and ſplendor, 
But even if his Majeſty had the option we hear this day fo 
loudly contended for, the agreement was ſolemn and ſpecific, 
and ought not to be receded from. It muſt have been in his 
Majefty's contemplation at that time to marry. He muſt 
have provided acccordingly for the neceflary expences attend- 
ing ſuch a ſtate, and the probability of having a numerous 
iſſue, which the event has ſince proved, and whom God long 
preſerve. It is therefore, taking the matter in either light, 
an idle and ill- ſounded argument. If he had no ſpecific or 
rightful claim on the appropriated duties, he of courſe loſt 


nothing; if he had, and made a fair, equitable agreement, 


he is manifeſtly bound by it. As to the accounts; he 
ſaid they were fallacious and defective. They were defec · 
tive, becauſe they came unaccompanied by a ſingle voucher: 
accounts unyouched, were in fact na accounts, Thoſe. lying 
on the table ſtated ſuch and ſuch ſums, iſſued under the heads 
therein enumerated, but make no mention to whom, or on what 
account. The only fact that can be gathered from them, is, 
that certain ſums were paid, but on what account the Houle 
is not informed, no more than if no ſuch tranſaction had ever 
happened. In ſhort, what was put jn detail, might be as 
well put in groſs; the whole deficiency, or the total of all 
that was paid, might be as well ſtated in one or two lines, 
juſt as the clerk thought proper, as thoſe ſeveral items that 
appeared, for the account was an unvouched account, which, 
in the plain underſtanding of all men, was no account. But 
if the acc ounts were defective, there was an article ſtated in 
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the produce of the civil liſt revenues, which contained the 
groſſeſt fallacy and impoſition on the very face of it. If one 
falſe article in any account could be proved, and it was mani- 
feſt that the impoſition got into it by deſign, it was a fair de- 
duftion to ſay, that the whole account was falſe. What 
then, from the manifeſt defectiveneſs of the accounts, for 
want of vouchers and ſpecification, and the groſs impoſition 
of this one article he was about to mention, he was fairly ju- 
ſtified in point of fact, as well as argument, to ſay, that the 
whole was one ſcene of impofition and deluſion. He ſhould 
not dwell on the atrociouſneſs of the offence, the indignity put 
on Parliament, and the injuſtice to the nation, but leave that 
to the feelings and judgment of their Lordſhips. The point 
was this, the increaſe on the hereditary revenue was ſtated in 
the account to amount to upwards of 30,0001. a year, which, 
by the bye, was the greateſt part of the exceſs of the appro- 
priated duties, which, in the whole, according to the muti- 
lated and fabricated accounts on the table, amounted to no 
more than 70,0001. per annum. Now, upon inſpection, it 
came out, that this increaſe was not on what was improperly 
called the appropriated duties, according even to the lan- 

age of adminiſtration, but upon the parliamentary duties. 
This exceſs, or ſurplus of 30, ooo l. aroſe from the increaſe of 
the poſt-office fund, which was created by the poſt-office a& 
of the fifth of his preſent Majeſty, to which the Crown had 
not the moſt diſtant pretence. From this incontrovertible 
fact, which he defied the moſt zealous ſupporter:of the ad- 
dreſs to contradict, he drew this r en that the ac- 
counts were no leſs defective and informal, than they were 
fallacious and impoſitious. | | 

He obſerved, that the noble Lord with the white ſtaff 
7 Talbot] had referred to a fact, which, if taken in his 

.ordſhip's own way, proved nothing; and proved at the 

ſame time, that it was mere argument, and that nothing ſe- 


= * 1 O 
rious was intended when the offer was made. "The noble 


Lord with the white ſtaff aſſerted, that Sir John Barnard of- 
.fered to farm the civil lift revenue at goo,0001. per annum. 
What would that prove, ſuppoſing he had offered double that 
ſum ? But, ſays the noble Lord, it was uſed in argument to 
ſhew the civil liſt revenue was improperly managed, Be it fo; 


it was a good argument to ſhew, that Parliament had no right - 
to make good the deficiencies when the duties, inſtead of fall- 
ing ſhort of the 800,000 l. would have produced another hun- 
dred ; but it was impoſſible Sir John Barnard, or the Parlia- 

| ment, 
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ment, could have meant, that if the duties had produced the 
g00,0001. the Crown would have been entitled to the ſur- 
plus; becauſe the very demand then made implied a right to 
a ſpecific ſum, and not to the duties. If the duties belonged 
exclufively to the Crown, the Crown muſt have been ſatis- 
fied with the produce; if they did not, but were pledged to 
it for a ſpecific ſum, the Crown had a right to oy to Par- 
liament to make good that ſum, Finally, taking the offer as 
a matter of mere nt, it was plain that Sir John was 
out in his computation, for the whole of the duties have hi- 
therto amounted to no more than 870, oool. per annum. 
HFlis Lordſhip concluded with a general account of the de- 
generacy of the people at large, the pernicious conſequences of 
faction, of patronage, of borough-hunting, of contractor: 
and their contracts, of peculations and corruption at home, 
of the increaſed influence of the Crown, and a variety of other 
circumſtances of ſingular importance, He obſerved, that 
the influence of the Crown was not the only influence which 
tended to bring this nation to ſlavery, deſtruction, and ruin; 
or was the all- powerful effects of corruptiom confined to 
. the whole maſs of the people were corrupted, 
or corruptible. No man ſcarcely poſ a political right in 
the ſtate, who did not wiſh to part with, or ſell it for as much 
money as it would bring at market. The nation was com- 
poſed of buyers and ſellers. Every man wiſhed to purchafe, 
or diſpoſe; and when he purchaſed, it was always with an in- 


tention to diſpoſe. Which of their Lordſhips who lived in 


the neighbourhood of a borough, did not wiſh to bring that 
borough over to be at his own diſpoſal ; and which of them 
was it, that having it in his poſſeſſion, did not wiſh to derive 
advantages ſuited to its value, or the peculiar temper and diſ- 
poſition of the poſſeſſor? Where was the borough that was 
not to he bought, or influenced ? Or, if ſuch a phcenix could 
be found, where was the borough or city that could long 
withſtand the temptations or arts employed to rob it of its 
integrity, or influence or. miſlead its Jodgitient 2 What can- 
not be effected by fraud, corruption, or force, is brought 
about by various other methods, Contracts and contraQtors, 
and the 1nexhauftible ſource of influence derived through theſe 
frunful channels, have done wonders ; and have ſucceeded in 
caſes, where bribes, places, and penſions, from inſuperable 
impediments, muſt have for ever failed. Contracts not on- 
ly anſwer purpoſes in Parliament, but from their fertile and 
happy nature, flow through twice ten thouſand channels. 


The 
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The great contràctors have: their different contracts thoſe 


T 
22 art divided and ſubdiv ided almoſt ad infnitum ; fo that 
ſdaroely a maſt; who poſſeſſes any property throughout the 


kingdom, bim finds it his intereſt to ſupport meaſures, to wiſh 
to prolong a war, by which, though the public; may be 
ruined, he is ſurè to be rendered opulent and independent. 
This influence, growing from contracts, has riſen to à pitch 
hitherto vhparalleted. It has got among the directors of 
great ies, and extended itſelf among their creatures 
and dependants. While government ſerves them às choſen 
friends, it enables them to be the choſen friends of govern- 
ment. T d auſwer the purpoſeꝭ of patronage, it has been ex- 
tended to fort of the Nabobs of Leadenhall-ſtreet, who not 
content in the pillage: of the Eaſt, and of plunging us into a 
war to enable them to pillage the Weſt, have now contrabte 
heaped upon them, leſt 1hey ſhould be tempted to pay any at- 
tention to the intereſts of the company, contrary td the opi- 
nion of the' noble Lord who has emplöyed the power, riches, 
and patronage of the / compariy, in fupporting is f4vourite 
meaſures on the oppoſite fide of the globe. Indeed, the pre- 
fent : mirſiſter lad ſurpaſſed all his predecoſſors 'inodffice; in 
drawing advantages from kaving'tt in His power to chdige his 
frionds with vontfadts; for his predeceffors uſually waited 
till applications were made, but his Eordſhip had. mop! 
vy on this general rule of . wesdoo mind: 
ful of his Trends to neglec them when ſo fortunate an 4ppurs 
tumty offered to oblige them. He accordingly fends3 uſtersʒ 
choourages,' and ſaves them the trouble of aſking detto 
offt nch their dlicary, he meets them more dran drbf-,w¼a 
The: power of inffuence, chbugh general, is notyithowever, 
untverſal. There are ſame who kave the virtue, perks to 
withſtand it; and even in! the. mercatmtile wortd! there 
many who plainly perceĩve its ſtendency, and dead ts c 
tfedhs. He ſaid, he was :lately:in eon ron with ο 
the latter deſeription, on the fuhject f the place vf chahber- 
Hin, who told him that / the profit of that ages was 
moftly drawn :frbm the intereſt accrping os ] mencygnqhe 
— * of the corporation, tying in his hands. f Wie ds not 
the: money put into the battk, , Sueli is the credim o te ar 
at preſent, replied the gentleman, chat I firmy Delieve, ĩ 
fuch a propoſition were made to the city df; Lenden they 


would not accede to it. HisnLotruſhip then nepeatedeſeveral 


ioſtances of 'the fhameful peculatidn of the pybhio-monegcam als 
woſt every. department” of the ſtate; and particutatby amin 
Vol. VII. N ſtance 
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Nance which lately happened reſpefting the extra revenue, 
which, with every other of the kind, fubſtantially helped to 
:create the very debt now deſired to be paid off; that was the 
ſecretary to a commiſſion, which was to hold out nothing but 
death or ſlavery to America; yet that very ſecretary had 
lately à penſion granted on duties raiſed on part o that 
country, on the four and a half per cent. duties, unjuſtly raiſ- 
ed on ſome of the ſugar iſlands; a tax merely laid on by vir- 
tue aß prerogative; ; à tax which he ſuppoſed would be hardly 
:defetded by a majority of that. Houſe — had ſo often de- 
clared ſince the common conſent; of the preſent. war with 
America, that the Britiſh Parliament alone had a right to 
lay or levy duties on. the ſubjects of -the Britiſh empire, and 
nottthe King by his bare proclamation; and a tax, he truſt- 
od, for the honour of the legiſlature, and the preſervation of 
the rights of the people, lie would one day fee reprobated as 
utterly /iBega land unconſtitutional; as equally incompatible 
avithithe power of Parliament in one light, as with the clear 
diſtinẽt riglit of property of. the Er other chan by their 
own cõnſtnt, in the other. 
His Dondſhip concli ed by making: Hine! 8 
hat fell ſrom —— noble Lord hot ſeconded the motion, re- 
Jative: to the average difference of the laſt fixteen years ex- 
pendicure,!. and the civil daft. revenue when augmented to the 
ſumqpropoſad which: difference was repreſented: as a trifle, 
though to the noble! Lands own, confeſſion, it 
amounredto 36,0001. po ain. This, his Lordſhip: ſaid, 
enasiiyery. finange language: Indeed 3 and that too by a noble 
 Lowd-who wat entruſted, with others, . with the care of the 
national figances. He ſuppgſed the noble Lord: looked upon 
the:whole; 100,0004, butaas a trifle; yet he begged leave to 
aſturechis licixdthip; though: not ſa converſant in money mat- 
lers, hf Ao, hm properly confidered, was a very 
greavſum v it would pay the intereſt of this year's Ioan; it 
wonkd: prevent the Pei already maſtc cruelly over-bur- 
dene ab taxes, fm being 8 lat 3 
appropriate td: the purpoſe. af r taxes, u 
which che / poor were ſuffęring, es occaſion joy and 
gladneſ o inillions o of wilerdble,thoirgh induſtrious Poor; it 
ald-anfiver for te duties nom raiſod on leather, ſoap, can · 
letz nic falt; it would ed heil gut by day, and be the 
haue, Of chegring che lonely, miſerable, duſky manſions of 
the po dahourisg part of the community by night; in fine, 
ia Tend ed the _ of all ranks of _"_— ing 
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Parliament, and of furniſhing means to the idle, extravagant, 
and | profligate, of wallowing 1n vice, 'riot, luxury, and difh- 
pation, it might be happily employed in rendering the poor, 
oppreſſed and induſtrious part of the community more eaſy 
and comfortable in their deſtined fituations, and be the means 
of rehieving them from thoſe intolerable burthens, which no 
people under Heaven but themſelves this moment endure, 'F 

Lord Dudley concluded the debate. 

The queſtion being put on the Marquis of Rockingham 8 
amendment, the contents were 20, non- contents 06. — 
As ſoon as their Lordſhips returned into the Houſe, the Duke of 

Duke of Grafton repeated his former propoſition, that he Craſtun. 
would, if a committee were appointed, prove to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the Houſe, that 800,0001. would be an ample reve- 
nue to ſupport, not only the honour and dignity, but the lu- 
ſtre and ſplendor of the Crown. He intreated adminiſtra- 
tion to conſent to the propoſition, as the only means of pre- 
venting the further increaſe of that influence, which threa- 
tened at length to overwhelm this once glorious empire in in- 
evitable deſtruction. 

The Earl of 1 oppoſed the intended effect of the mo- Far) of 
tion. He ſaid, fixteen years experience had afforded the ful - Sefoli. 
leſt proof that ee was not adequate to the ſupport of 
his Majeſty's houſhold, and the expences of his civil govern- 
ment; that the minifter who was at the head of the finances; 
was known to be equally able and frugal, and no leſs honeſt 
than either; and that under ſo good a Prince, aſſiſted by ſuch 
a miniſter, Parliament had s right to be perſuaded that 
the public money was wiſely laid out, and faithfully GH_ 
to the purpoſes for which it was granted. 

The queſtion being put on the Duke of Grafton's previous 
queſtion, the contents were 98, non-contents 28. 

The main queſtion on the addreſs was then put, hand agreed 
to by a majority of yo to 20, and the Houſe roſe at half aftet 
eight o'clock. d 

| Me HE. PR OTES To VIE ATION 
_ Diſentiem, , re ph v5 DIEVE: 39 22430 

For the reaſons <onfilncd f in the amendment propoſed and 
rejected, VIZ, in lieu of the addreſs, to TabſtItues the follow-= : ' 
ing: „ CLA l $43 ngf) WELLS 8 

To aſſure his Mojefty of the cable affektion and loy- 
alty of this Houſe ; and that it is with the fincereſt affliction 
we, find our duty. to his Mazeſty, and to our E en- 
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tirely incompatible with our compliance with the requeſt 


made to us in his Majeſty's name. 125 
That at a time when the increaſe of public debt, attended 
with the decreaſe of the Britiſh empire, manifeſtly required 
the utmaſt ceconomy in the management of the revenues of 
the Crawn, we cannot behold, without aſtoniſhment and in- 
dignation, a profuſion in your Majeſty's miniſters, which 
the greateſt proſperity of our affairs could ſcarce excuſe. 

A That this Houſe, with the moſt zealous devotion to your 


Majeſty's true intereſts, beg leave to repreſent to your 


M Majeſty, that we humbly apprehend the clear revenue of 


800, ooo l. a year, which ſupported the government and court 
of your. Majeſty's grandfather, of happy memory, in great 
authority and magnificence, is fully tufficient (if managed 
by your Majefty's ſervants with the ſame integrity and ceco- 
nomy) to maintain alſo the honour and dignity of your Ma- 
jeſty's Crown, in that reverence in which we wiſh, as much at 
leaſt as thoſe who have ſquandered away your revenues, to 
ſee it always ſupported. 3 76 9 

Parliament has already in conſideration (we ſuppoſe) of 


- ſame expences at the beginning of your Majeſty's reign, diſ- 
* Eharged the debts and incumbrances on the civil lift. to a very 
great amount. Again, to exceed the revenue granted by Par- 


kament, without its authority, and to. abuſe its indulgence in 
paying one debt, by contracting in ſo ſhort a time another, 
auch a greater, is, on the firft view, a criminal act. Your 
Majeſty's minifters ought to have laid ſome matter before this 
Houſe, tending to ſhew that your Majeſty's government 
could not be reputably ſupported on the proviſion made |iv 
Parliament; whereas they have only laid before us the heads 
en Which they have exceeded, without any thing that can 
tend either to juſtify or excuſe the exceſs ; and the only rea- 
ſon given to us for paying that debt is, that your Majeſty's 
miniſters have incurred it. 5 RE - 
With regard to the further increaſe of your Majeſty's civil 
lift revenues, we muſt decline any concurrence therein, not 


ſolely from motives of œconomy (though at no time more 


ſtrictly required) but from a dread allo of tlie effect of 
ſuch an augmentation on the honour and integrity of Parlia- 
ment, by veſting ſuch large ſums without account in the 
handsiof:minifters, when an opinion is known to prevail, and 
Which we have no means of contradicting, that your Maje- 
ſty's civil liſt revenues are employed in creating an undue in- 


ituence in Parliament, it would be extremely unbecoming of 


us 
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us to vote, without manifeſt reaſon, great ſums out of the 
property of your Majeſty's ſubjects, which are fuppoſed to be 
applied to our private emolument. It is our duty to attend 
to the reputation of Parliament; and we beg leave to repre- 
ſent to your Majeſty, that a further inerẽaſe of the preſent 
overgrown influence of the Crown would be a treacherous 
gift from Parliament even to the Crown itſelf, as it will en- 
able the miniſters to carry on thoſe delufive ſyſtems which 
have been fatally adopted, and which, if purſued, muſt lead 
to the ruin, as they have already produced the diſtraction, of 
this once great empire. | 


ABINGDON, _© ErFiNGHAM, 
 ABERGAVENNY, Ricumonp, 
ARCHER, 7: PORTLAND, - 
KING, ROckINCHAM, 
THANET, | FiTzwILLIAM, 
ToRRINGTON, DEVONSHIRE, 
STAMFORD, MANCHESTER. 
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April 18. 3 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 2 1ſt. 
April 21,” 22, 2 20, 25. 
The ſame. Adjourned to the 28th. 
April 28. 3 8 
Cauſe reſpectipg a will, being an appeal from the Court of 
Chancery, in which Winifred Lawſon, widow, was appel- 
lant, and ------ Lawſon, Eſq. and others, reſpondents. As 
ſoon as the pleadings were finiſhed, Lord Mansfield, in one 
of the moſt able law arguments ever delivered in that Houſe, 
traced the law relative to the point in queſtion, from the 
year 1687 to the laſt determination by Lord Hardwicke in 
1742, in the ſeveral chancellorſhips of the laſt noble Lord, 
and of Lords Jefferies, Cooper, Macclesfield, Harcourt, 
King, and Talbot, ſhewed that executors, unleſs in caſcs 
where the contrary was inconſiſtent and incompatible with 
the apparent intention of the teſtator, or by implication, or 
ſtrong preſumption of fraud, were entitled to the reſidue of 
the perſonal eſtate, after paying debts and legacies, On 
theſe grounds, therefore, his Lordſhip moved, the firſt de- 
cree given in 1772, and another given in 1776, upon rehear- 


No debate. 


ings, to be both reverſed; Which was agreed to. The Lord 


Chancellor made no reply. 


Abri 


Ear] Pæa- 
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Z <4: Ana 8 
Private buſineſs. IP 
Bills paſted. 

May 1, 2. 
No debate. Adjourned to the 5th. 
| 3 May 5, ©. 
Private buſineſs. * 

May 7. 

Bills paſſed. g 
| May 8, 9. 


Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 12th. 
| 12, 13, 14, 15. 
The ſame. Adjourned to the 27th. 


| May 27. 
Nothing. ; 
| May 28. i | 

It was moved to go into a committee on the filk bill, being 
the order of the day. | 

Earl Paulet oppoſed the motion. His Lordſhip ſtated the 
increaſing and flouriſhing ſtate of the manufacture, and the 
comparative value of labour and provifions in France and 
England; and obſerved, that by ſome of the clauſes in the 
act, the raw filk was enhanced on the manufacturer: that 
the act now to be continued, being near expiring, raw fi 
had fallen in its value; but that, as ſoon as this bill had pa!- 
ſed the other Houſe, it ſuddenly roſe again; he contended, 


. therefore, that every law which raiſed the raw materials on 


Lad. Viſc. 
Yb. 


the manufacturer was impolitic; and moved, that the order 
be b ep till that day three months. ” 

ord Viſcount Nymouth ſaid, that the bill had been tried, 
and had for ſeveral years been highly approved of. That he 
was not ſufficiently acquainted with the tubjeR, to controvert 
the facts ſtated by the noble Earl; but ſhould the bill, with- 
out any other proviſion having been made (which muſt be the 
caſe ſo late in the ſeſſion) be loſt, French filks would be pour- 
ed in on us, to the utter ruin of the native manufacture. On 
this ground he recommended to the noble Earl to withdraw 
his motion; to go into the committee; and then to move a 
ſhortet time, for one year, for inſtance, till the whole ſub- 
je& could be fully diſcuſſed in the next ſeſſion; for if that 


ſhould not prove agreeable, his Lordſhip might let the bill 


pats unnoticed in the committee, and:oppole it on the third 
reading. 


Earl 


pod LY 


. 
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Earl Paulet cloſed with the fuſt propoſition; and moved in Earl Pauler. 

the committee, that the duration of the bill might be one in- 

ſtead of ſix years; and the queſtion being put, the motion 

paſſed in the negative. | 115 x 
Lord Camden gave notice, that on the goth: the Earl of 19. Camder. 

Chatham would attend the Houſe, and make a motion re- 

ſpecting the American war. His Lordſhip moved, That the 

Lords might be ſummoned for that day. Agreed to. | 
Adjourned to the goth. - MTS 
6 ekz | Hay 30. x n 
The Earl of Chatham, My Lords, this is a flying mo- Earl of 

ment; perhaps but ſix weeks left to arreſt the dangers that Cam. 

ſurround us. The gathering ſtorm may break; it has al- 

reudy opened, and in part burſt. It is difficult for govern- 

ment, after all that has paſſed, to ſhake hands with defiers of 

the King, defiers of the Parliament, defiers of the people. I 

am a deſier of nobody; but if an end is not put to this war, 

there is an end to this country. I do not truſt my judgment in 

wy preſent ſtate of health ; this is the judgment of my better 

days; the reſult of forty. years attention to America. They 

are rebels; but what are they rebels for? Surely not for 

defending their unqueſtionable rights! What have theſe re- 

bels done heretofore ? I remember when they raiſed four 

regiments on their.own bottom, and took Louiſburg from 

the Veteran troops of France. But theit exceſſes have been 

great. Ido not mean their panegyrick; but muſt abſerve: 

in attenuation, the erroneous and infatuated counſels which 

have pfevailed---the door to mercy: and juſtiee has been ſnut 

againſt them. But they may ſtill be taken up upon the 

grgunds of dlieir former ſubmiſſion. ¶ Referriug te their peti- 

— I ſtate to you the importance of America; it is a 

double market; the market of conſumption, and the market 

of ſupplyr This. double market for millions, with naval 

ſtpres, you are giving to your hereditary rival. America 

has earrjed you through: four: wars, and will no carry you 

to, your death, 1f;;you don't take things in time. In the 

ſportman's phinſer when youchave found yourſelves at fault, 

ou muſt tty bach, Your chave ranſacked every corner of 

Lower Saxon y: $1 but 40,000 German boors never can conquer 

ten times the number of (Britiſh, freemen.; they; may; ravage; 

they cannot conquer, But you would ee e ſay! 

Why, what would you congquer-+-the,map of America? 

am ready to meet 4. Winnie on the ſuhject. Lol - 


ing at Lord àmherſt.] What willyou do out ofi.thezprotec- , q 
ent”: non 
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uon of your: fleet ? In the winter, if 3 they are ſtarv- 


ed ; andaf diſperſed, they are taken off in detail. I am ex- 
perienced in {wing hopes and vernal ptomiſes; 1 know what 

ninifters throw out; but at laſt will come your equinectial 
diſappointment. They tell:/you 5 What? That your army 
will beas ſtrong as laſt year, when it was not Rrong enough. 
You baue got nothing in America but ſtations. You have 
been three years teaching chem the art of war. T hey are 
apt ſchotars, and I will venture to tell your  Lordfhips, that 
the American gentry will make officers enough, fit to com- 


mand the troops of all the European powers. What you 
have fent there, are too many to make peace, too fow to make 


war. If you conquer them, what then? You cannot make 
them reſpect you; you cannot make them wear your cloth. 
You will plant an invincible hatred: in their breafts againſt 
vbu.. Coming from the ſtock they do. they can never reſpect 
vou. If miniſters are founded in fay ing there is no ſort of 
treaty with Frence, there is ſtill a moment left; the point of 
honout is ſtill fafe. France muſt be as ſelf-deſtroying as 
— — # treaty white you are ging her America 
at the expetioe of twelve imillions a year, Ihelintercourſe 
has produced every thing t France; and England, old Eng- 
land, maſt pay for alt. ' I hace at different times made dif- 
ferent propefitions, adaptett to tie cirtumſtances in Which 


they were offened. The plan cemamed in the former bill, is 


now irepratticable-; the preſent motion will tell you where 
you are, und what yen have now to depend. upon It niay 
produce a teſpi ctable diviſion in America, anct unanimity at 
home At will give Americu an option; ſnle has yet had no 
option. Vo Have faid, lay don your arms, and ſher has 


gen you the Spartan 28fwerj Come, take. ? 


Jam. 9:13 ti Here he rend hig motion.) n 2 5 55 

„% THAT an humble addreſs tte preſented to his Majeſty, 
reſt du iull vl repreſentingt rd Kis royal wiſdom, that this 
Hoafe 1 pehetrared witty the view of impending ruin 
te the Angdai, from the contnuation of an unnatural war 
zgdinft the Britiſh colonies iw America; and moſt humbly 
to adviſe his Majeſty; to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
meaſures for purtisg a ſtop t nde fatal hoſtilities, upon the 


only jut amc id toundarion,/ hathelyq the removal of ac- 


cumvlated grievances plandts flare his Majeſty, that tllis 
Houle WF eiter upOHH this gvent and nedeflary work with 
chear fon ſeſ arif diſpateh, er to open to his Majeſty the 
only met bf regaining the! affections of the Britiſh celo- 
011 | nies, 
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nies, and of, ſecuring to Great-Britain the commercial ad- 
vantages of theſe valuable poſleffions ; fully perſuaded that 
to heal and to redreſs will be more congenial to the goodneſs 
and magnanimity of his Majeſty, and more prevalent over 
the hearts of generous and free-born ſubjects, than the ri- 
pours of chaſtiſement and the horrors, of civil war, which. 

itherto have ſerved only to ſharpen reſentments and conſo- 
lidate union, and, if continued, muſt end in finally diſſolving 
all ties between Great-Britain and the colonies.” 

Lord Chatham aftewards roſe to explain what indeed he 
had before explained to Lord Lyttelton. The propoſal is 
ſpecific. I thought this ſo clear, that I did not enlarge upon 
it. I mean the redreſs of all their grievances, and the right 
of diſpoſing of their own money. This is to be done inſtan- 
taneouſly. I will get out of my bed to move it on Monday. 
This will be the herald of peace; this will open the way for 
treaty ; this will ſhew Parliament ſincerely diſpoſed. Yet 
{till much muſt be left to treaty. Should you conquer this 
people, you conquer under the cannon of France; under a 
majked r aan ready to open, The moment a treaty 
appears, you muſt declare war, though you had only five ſhips 
of the line in England; but France will defer a treaty as long as 
poſſible, You are now at the mercy of every little German 
chancery ; and the pretenſions of France will encreaſe dai- 
ly, ſo as to become an avowed party in either peace or war. 
We have tried for unconditional ſubmiſſion ; try what can 
be gained by unconditional redreſs. Leſs dignity will be 
loſt in the repeal, than in ſubmitting to the demands of Ger- 
man. chanceries. We are the aggreſſors. We have invaded 
them, We have invaded them as much as the Spaniſh Ar- 
mada invaded England. Mercy cannot do harm; it will 
ſeat the King where he ought to be, throned on the hearts of 
his people; and millions at home and abroad, now employed 
in obloquy or revolt, would pray for him. | 
In making his motion for addreſſing the King, he inſiſted 

frequently and ſtrongly on the abſolute neceſſity of imme- 
diately making peace with America, Now, he ſaid, was 
the eriſis, before France was a party to the treaty, This 
was the only moment left, before the fate of this co 

was decided, The French court, he obſerved, was too wite 
to loſe the opportunity of effectuallx ſeparating America 
from the dominiors of this kingdom. That whenever France 
or Spain entered into a treaty of any fort with America, 
Great-Britain muſt immediately declare war againſt them. 
Vor. VII. 0 That 
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That he would be among the firſt to adviſe it, even if we 
had but five ſhips of the line in our ports: and that ſuch 
a treaty muſt and would ſhortly take place, were pacifica- 
tion delayed. War between France and Great-Britain, he 
faid, was not leſs probable becauſe it had not yet been de- 
clared: it would be folly in France to declare it now, while 
Ameriea gave full employment to our arms, and was pour- 
Ing into her lap her wealth and produce; the benefit of which 
ſhe was enjoying in peace. He repeated, that America was 
contending with Great-Britain under a maſked battery of 
France, which would open upon this country as ſoon as ſhe 
was fully prepared for war. He enlarged much on the im- 
portance of America to this country, which in peace and 
1n war, he obſeryed, he ever conſidered, as the great ſource 
of all our wealth and power. And then added | Raiſing his 
voice.] “ Your trade languiſhes, your taxes increaſe, your 
revenues diminiſh, France, at this moment, is ſecuring and 
drawing to herſelf that commerce, which created your ſea- 
men; fed your iſlands, &c.” He reprobated the meaſures 
which produced, and which have been purſued in the con- 
duct of the civil war in the ſevereſt language, infatuated 
meaſures giving riſe, and ſtill continuing a- cruel, unnatural, 
ſelf-deſtroying war. Succeſs, it is ſaid, is hoped for in this 
campaign. Why ? Becauſe our army will be as ſtrong this 
vear as it was laſt, when it was not ſtrong enough. The 
notion of conquering America was treated with the greateſt 
contempt. What is It you propole to conquer ? The map 
of America? As to the conqueſt of the country itſelf, the 
gaining of ten pitched battles would do nothing towards it. 
Tr is the deſcendants of Britons, inheriting their wiſdom, 
fortitude and perſeverance---1t is their country you have in- 


vaded. Were it practicable by a long continued courſe of 


er 


ſucceſs to conquer it, the holding of it in ſubjection after- 
wards, would be utterly impoffible. No benefit to be de- 
rived from that country to this, but by the good- will and 
pure affection of the inhabitants. This is not to be gained by 
force of arms. Their affection is only to be regained by re- 


D 7 * 


cConciliation and juſtice. 


Ear Gower [Preſident of the council. ] faid, he thought 
it his duty to rite and oppoſe the motion made by the noble 
Earl, for ſeveral ſtrong and important reaſons, ' In” the firſt 
place it arraigned the conduct of the nation, and condemned, 
un the moſt improper terms, the meaſures which had been 


'*fanAioned by the Parliament and people; and yet it was 
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worded in ſo vague and indiſtinct a manner, that it was im- 
poſſible to know what ſet of meaſures it deſcribed, under the 
general charge of grievances ; whether it meant as well 


thoſe in which his Lordſhip a&ed ſo. conſpicuous and diſtin- 


guiſhed a part, as theſe which followed or preceded them. 

Lord Chatham. I mean to convey, under the words ac- 
cumulated grievances, every thing which has paſſed in Par- 
liament relative to America ſince the year 1763] He re- 
membered well the diſtinction made at the time by the noble 
Earl and ſeveral of his friends between internal and exter- 
nal taxation. He remembered, that the noble Earl himſelf 
cheriſhed the diſtinction, and argued upon it. He did not, 
however, mean to preſs the argument further, by way of 
perſonal application, as the noble Earl had reprobated the 
whole ſyſtem of meaſures purſued in regard of America, ſince 
the concluſion of the peace, in which his own conduct muſt 


of neceſſity be included. He obſerved, that the motion 
held out nothing new, and was nothing more than a repe- 


tition of what had come from the noble. Lord on former oc- 
caſions, and to which his Lordſhip alluded, Similar propo- 
ſitions had been made by two noble Dukes, in their places, 
afterwards ; and unlefs the Houſe had fince changed its ſen- 
timents, for which he could ſee no reaſon, it muſt continue 
to reject the preſent propoſition, as well as all the preceding, 
For his part, he could not diſcover even a colourable pretext 


for their Lordſhips altering their opinion ; the ſame ſpecific | 


point ſtill continued in iſſue. It was not, as has been repre- 
ſented by the noble Earl, a paltry tax upon tea, a particular 
inſult, a ſingle act of violence or ſedition, that was. the true 
ground of the preſent diſpute. It was not this tax, nor 
that act, nor a redreſs of a particular F - the 
great queſtion in iſſue is, the ſupremacy o this country, 
and the ſubordinate dependence of America. It is not a 


fingle act of legitlation the people of that country diſpute 


with this; it is our claiming to bind them in any caſe what- 
ever. But it has been much relied on, in debating this ſub- 
ject, that the Americans are willing to ſubmit to your 


laws of navigation. Let them tax themſelves: you will - 


thereby ſecure to this country great commercial adyantages, 
and draw from them an actual revenue to a confiderable 


amount, without the trouble of collecting it.“ But, my 
Lords, the direct contrary is manifeſt. They deny your 


right to make laws for them, and of courſe deny the fight 
of commercial controul; it being in vain to talk of rights 
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which cannot be maintained but at the option of thoſe who 
are to ſubmit to their operation, That they have aimed at 
Independence from the very commencement, is manifeſt 
from a hundred proofs. 1 ſhall mention but one, which is, 
that among all the petitions, declarations, or remonſtrances 
they have preſented or ſet forth, they have uniformly guard- 
ed their expreſſions; and have carefully avoided to bind 
themſelves by any promiſe of ſubmitting even to our com- 


mercial regulations for ſecuring to this country the benefit 


of the act of navigation and trade laws. he greateſt 
length they have ventured, is a promiſe to ſubmit to the ope- 
ration of fach acts of our legiſlature as may be directed to 
matters of commercial regulation, till they have time to 
judge of their effects. This it is plain, reduces the concel- 
fion juſt to nothing ; becauſe it totally excludes every ſub- 
ſtantial idea of right on one fide, or ſubmiſſion on the 
other; of dependence and ſubordination to powers conſti- 
tutionally created, and legally and juſtly exerciſed. His 
Lordſhip adverted, 1n a ludicrous manner, to the change of 
ſentiments in the noble Earl and the other noble Lords on 
the other fide of the Houſe, reſpecting the prophccies of a 
French war, and poſitive predictions of meaſures to be taken 
by France againſt this country, He obſerved what little at- 
tention was due to opinions ſo lightly taken up, and fo ſud- 
denly deſerted, without reaſon, in the firſt inſtance; and in 
all inftances, he preſumed, - only to anſwer the temporary 
purpoſes of debate. He repeated, that the obje& of Amc- 
"rica was independency from the beginning; that the event 
Proved it beyond queſtion ; and that nothing would ſo ef- 
feQually tend to render the deſigns of our rebellious coloniſts 
ſucceſsful, as agreeing to any motion which ſhould directly, 
or in its conſequences, lead to concede the ſupreme controul- 
ing power of this country, unleſs it were firſt acknowledged 


in principle, as well as ſubmitted to in point of operation by 


America. The idea thrown out by the noble Earl, reſpeQ- 


ing the conduct of France, was, he ſaid, the moſt extraordi- 


, or rather the moſt extravagant, he ever heard, taking 
it in any one of the various lights in which his Lordſhip had 
brought it forward, The noble Earl ſays, if we conquer Ame- 
rica, we will conquer it for France. If France ſhould Join 


America againft us, and get the better of us, America, tho 
- ſncceſsful, will nevertheleſs be conquered, and become a 
province or dependency of France ; and though we neither 
conquer or are conquered, ſtill America will be loſt to Ka, 
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land, and fall to our enemies and rivals. If I had no other. 


objection to the preſent motion than the picture it would 
exhibit to foreign nations, of our pretended national imbe- 
cility, and the deſperate ſituation of our affairs, that alone 
would be ſufficient with me to give it a moſt hearty nega- 
tive, as inviting our foreign foes to avail chemſelves of our 
weakneſs, diſtreſs, and divided councils, when they are told 


of views of impendi . ruin, arifing from the unſucceſsful, 


fatal hoſtilities of an unnatural civil war. When their 
Lordſhips turn an impartial, retroſpective eye to the conduct 
of rebellious ſubjects in America, the repeated provocations 


they gave, by diſclaiming the legiſlative power of this coun- 
y = 9 y S i O PO 


try, and cndeavouring to alienate the mind of his Majeſty 
from his Parliament, and render the regal power indepen- 
dent of the other two eſtates of the realm, he truſted they 
would have much more powerful motives. for rejecting the 
preſent motion, than ſuch as might be founded in deductions 
drawn from the views, feelings, or political conduct of any 
foreign court whatever. His Lordſhip denied that Lord 
Howe's commiſſion had turned out ineffectual. In conſe- 
quence of his proclamation, he contended, that great num- 
bers had flocked to the Britith ſtandard; numbers were daily 
coming in ; and without doubt, there were a. great many 
loyal perſons in all the different parts of America, who onh 


waited for an opportunity of claiming the protection of the 
Britiſh arms. In fact, the majority of the very rebels wiſh- 


ed to ſhike off the yoke they ſo ſeverely felt; they were 


heartily tired of their new maſters, and having taſted the 
difference between Britiſh liberty and American tyranny, 
they would gladly return to their allegiance, in order to par- 
ticipate of thoſe bleſſings enjoyed by the reſt of the ſubjects 
of the Britiſh government. With regard to the preſent 


proſpect of affairs, he aſſured their Lordſhips, it was a very 
flattering one. The campaign already commenced, would 
probably end the diſpute Adminiſtration had ſpared no 


pains to enable the commiſſioners to ſhew their power to 
coimpel, if they failed in their endeavours, to perſuade, the 


colonies to return to their duty; and finiſhed his ſpeech by 
pointing out the N of the motion on ſeveral 
grounds, and the improbability of its producing any one of 


the good effects, which the noble Lord who moved it, ſeem- 

ed ſo confident in predic ting. | OY 
The Duke of Grafton roſe in reply, and ſpoke with great puke of 

energy and preciſion. He convratula 
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- Lord Dartmouth, who, by 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 
nation at large, on the return of the noble Earl, who made 
the motion, to his duty in Parliament. A dawn of joy 
broke in upon his mind, in finding that the ſpirit which was 
formerly wont to pervade every part of the kingdom, and 
had long ſlept, now revived, and ſhewed it was not entirely 
extin&; he meant, that love of liberty, that admiration of 


the man, who had been its warmeſt advocate, and who had 


Taifed the power, dignity, and ſplendor of the nation to a 
pinnacle of fame and greatneſs unknown to any former or 
ſubſequent period in any quarter of the globe. He contem- 


plated, with heart-felt pleaſure, the revival of that ſpirit, 


which could collect ſo very reſpectable an appearance, below 
the bar, of gentlemen of all parties, which could croud the 
avenues leading to the Houſe, ſo as not to leave ſufficient 
room for their Lodſhips to come to their ſeats, unleſs with 
the utmoſt difficulty. He was doubly happy in being ſatiſ- 
ned, from what had appeared, that the people ſtill retained 


a a grateful ſenſe of the high obligations the nation owed the 


great man; and he was aſſured, that nothing could ſave this 
nation from. certain deſtruction, but the calling the noble 
Earl into a public ſituation, which might give his Lordſhip 


an opportunity of acting once more the part of the ſaviour of 


his country! He controverted every argument made uſe of 
by the noble Earl who ſpoke before him, relative to the ul- 
timate object of American independency. He knew well 


whence thoſe doctrines originated. Nothing was eaſier ſaid. 


All the noble Lord had to do was to broach them. He knew 
the noble Lord's {ſuppoſed to mean Lord eee, power 
and influence to be great; his abilities were acknowledged; 
yet, with all his power and abilities, he defied either him, 
or the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, to adduce a ſingle ſubſtan- 
tial proof, to ſhew that America ever aimed at indepen- 
dence. He would not pretend to ſay, what might be the 
particular ſentiments of a few ambitious or raſh individuals: 
but he * any it on the fair ground of their public profeſſions; 
upon their declarations contained in their petition to the 
King, which petition was 8 by Governor Penn to 

| is Majeſty's directions, laid it 
before that Houſe ; which, though full of the moſt warm 
and loyal ſentiments of duty and reſpect, both for his Maje- 
ſty and Parliament; though containing the ſenſe of thirteen 
great and flouriſhing colomes, whoſe petition deſerved ſome 


_ - attention, was rejected with marks of indignity and con- 


terypt, He contended, that nothing but dire neceſſity — 
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pelled the colonies to take up arms. They never dreamt of 
independence, till the wicked, oppreflive, and cruel mea- 
ſures adopted by adminiftration, drove them to reſiſtance, as 
the laſt reſource; and to ſeek aſſiſtance from foreign powers. 
On the contrary, they had tried every means it was almoſt 
poſſible for human nature to deviſe; and endeavoured to ex- 
cite the attention and protection of every branch of the le- 
giſlature, by the ſtrongeſt motives to compaſſion. His 
Grace particularly relied on the petition from the congreſs 
to the King, (laft mentioned) preſented in 1775, as the ful- 
leſt and moſt inequivocal proof of their duty, zeal, and af- 
fection for this country, and its government.. 

Lord Gower infifted, that the petition contained no ſpeci- Ld. C 
fic acknowledgement, farther than what he had ſtated; a 
promiſe to ſubmit to the operation of acts for reſtrainin 
their commerce, purſuant to the general ſcheme of the a 
of navigation. | 


— 
— 
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Here the Duke of Grafton moved to have the petition read, The Duke 


b as entered on the Journals Nov. the 1oth, 1775, when Mr. of Gref. 
Penn was called to the bar to authenticate it. The petition, 
5 after ſome oppoſition, was read, and proved, in many paſſa- 
ges, that Lord Gower had miſtaken or miſrepreſented its 
” IU contents.---His Grace then proceeded. He obſerved that 
f if any thing were wanting to corroborate the contents of the 
above paper, it was the examination of Mr. Penn, the day 
it was entered on their Lordſhips, Journals. That gentle- 
iy man, by birth an Engliſhman, unconnected with party, go- 
0 vernor of the wealthieſt and moſt populous province on the 


whole American continent, , refident in the very-city where - 
the Congreſs, the framers of this petition, then actually de- 
> I liberated and determined; acquainted perſonally with almoſt 
every fingle member of that Congreſs; thoroughly well in- 
formed of the ſtate and diſpoſition of the peopte under his 
government, and. tolerably acquainted reſpecting the ſtate 
and diſpoſition. of every other government on the Britiſh 
American continent : This gentleman, without any tempta- 
tion or biaſs on his mind, but what might be ſuppoſed to ope- 
rate againſt America, not in its favour ; this gentleman 
came to their Lordſhips bar, and corroborated, nay, accor- 
ding to the interpretation of the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, 
went much farther, and cantradifted, upon his oath, the 
moſt diſtant idea of any notions of independence whatever 
in the Congreſs. On the contrary, he affirmed from his 
own knowledge, that no ſuch deſign was thought of or vs, | 
I A 7 8 9 — 8 Hh "hy p me 
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med within his own government, nor, by what he could 
learn, by any other, either in Congreis or elſewhere, with 
the general exception of a few factious, violent, raſh, or 
ambitious individuals, the well-known appendages of all ci- 
vil conjmotions. His Grace obferved likewiſe, on a part of 
that gentleman's evidence, which, unhappily for this coun- 
try, was equally diſcredited, and equally diſbelieved, by 
thoſe who ought to have taken care to be better informed; 
which was the general vnanimity of the people all over 
America, and their great ſtrength and reſources. The 
day that petition was dimiſſed without hearing and redreſs ; 
_ theday that gentleman's evidence was diſregarded, was, he 

ſaid, the fatal commencement of our / wan: impending miſ- 
fortunes. Independence only exiſted in the brains and 
fpecches of a few individuals here, who had the influence and 
art to make themſelves believed and obeyed. When there- 


a very indifferent ſtate of health, ] was compelled to quit 
town, befbre that moſt cruel and 1mpolitic meafure, the 
prohibitory act, was paſſed. If any thing remained undone, 
that meaſure finiſhed the buſineſs, I do aſſure your Lord- 
Mips, that nothing but the preſſing neceſſity of immediately 
coming to ſome ſudden reſolution, which may lead to conci- 
liation, could have induced me to trouble your Lordſhips this 
day, particularly in my preſent ſtate of health. My ſpirit is, 
Ihope, active, and my inclinations warm, in the intereſts of 
my country; though they inhabit a very ſhattered, weakly 
conſtitution; but I do affure your Lordfhips, as long as | 
have a leg to ſtand upon, I ſhall continue to come down, 
day after dav, to this Houſe, whenever an occaſion, ſuch 
.as the prefent, offers; and ſupplicate, and intreat your 
ont — REES, | Lordihips, 
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Lordſhips, as I do now, that you will agree to ſome mea- 

ſures of conciliation, which may deprecate that approaching 

deſtruction, which ſeems to await us on every fide. His 

Grace pronounced adminiſtration, timid, unſkilful, and 

inſincere. Their blunders, he ſaid, were repeated; and their 

equivocal difingenuous conduct became every day more and 

more manifeſt ; in fact, if he might be allowed to borrow a + ” 
ſportſman's phraze, they rather blinked the game, than | 
pointed fairly to it. If called upon in Parliament, for in- 
formation, which every member in either Houſe had a right 

to expect, they either gave no reply, or evaded the queſtion. 

Even this day, they only talked of a ſucceſsful campaign, 

and that was all the hopes they gave the public, in return 

for the very heavy taxes they paid; and the enormous ex- 

pence the American war had already coſt the nation; and 

the much greater expence it was likely to cauſe, ſhould the 

preſent motion meet with the ſame fate of all the pre- 

ceding ones, to the ſame effect. Before I fit down, I 

cannot help obſerving. to your Lordſhips how ripe the 

nation ſeems for deſtruction; if people may. judge from 

what we hear in private companies, in current conver- 

ſations, and in print. Publications of a very extraordinary 
and-alarming nature, indeed, daily make their appearance; 

ſuch, I will venture to affirm, as have not ſeen the light for 
forty-years before. I do not chuſe to defcend to particulars, 

When doctrines ſubverſive of the conſtitution, and condem- 

ning that celebrated æra which eſtabliſhed it on its preſent 
c i footing, are promulged by perſons, who from their fitua- 
ce I tions are intruſted with the education of our noble youth, of 
children of family and fortune, it may produce very bad 

it conſequences; but when we go a ſtep higher, and find a per- 
ze fon, who from his offices and public ſtations is intruſted 
e, with the care and education of the immediate royal family; 
-vich the inſtruction of the very perſons who, by their birth 

y and relation to the throne, may be called to reign over us, 

i- controverting the juſtice of the Revolution, or reprobating 

is I the principles which gave birth to it, your Lordſhips will 

s, agree with me, that it is a moſt alarming circumſtance; and 

of will account why ſome perſons were not thought fit for diſ- 

ly charging a truſt of ſo 8 2 and important a nature. 
The Abp. of Tork. I confeſs, I did not at firſt conceive Abp. of 
n, } that the noble Duke who now ſpoke, alluded to me, or to the T. 
ch late publication of the .ſermon. preached by me before che 
ur fociery for propagating Chriſtian knowledge; nor ſhould 1 
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ſtill, had not I been aſſured of it by ſome of my brethren 
who ſit by me. i am no orator, being but little accuſtomed 
to ſpeak in public; but unable, ineloquent as I am, I truſt 
F ſhall not be wanting in words to defend myſelf when 
wantonly, and 1 will add, unjuſtly attacked. The diſcourſe 
alluded to, I acknowledge to be mine; and am ready to af- 
firm and prove, that it contains nothing but the truth, I 
thought that no time could be more proper to defend the 
conftitation, than when it was attacked by factious men and 
factious principles. I never faid any thing againſt the Re- 
volution. What I advance was in defence of the conſti- 
tution, which I am ready to ſupport at any riſque, and, as 
z proof, I appeal to my words. I maintained, in the publi- 
cation the noble Duke has adverted to, that a refiſtance 
againft law was unjuſtifiable. I am ready to abide. by it 
ſtill, and that a N founded in law, is entitled to | 
demand and exact obedience. 1 might well expect this kind | 
Ex of treatment from faction. I might ſurely look for calum- 
nies and detraction, for daring to oppoſe ſuch as would. em- ; 
y a good principle, in 5 Qing purpoſes very different ' 
from thoſe they venture to avow. The noble Duke is a 
Whig, but T'fay he knows not what Whiggiſm is. I am f 
_ ready to ſtand the teſt of any enquiry, either into my con- 
duct or opinions; and to maintain them againſt every at- h 
33 which er be made to oontrovert or eee e 0 
t 


Duke of The Dike of Ce ba, be did 3 direAly re 
Graften. to take notice of what fen from the Right Rev. Prelate, as o 
| it Was diſorderly to take notice of any thing perſonab in that v 
Houſe, relative to publications, or any expreffions: which p 

paſſed at a former debate. However; as the moſt Rev. Pre- 
jate had owned the! publication, and avowed himſelf to be A 
the author, he looked upon Himſelf at liberty to take notice a 

of the publication W without any reference to the àu- 
tor aß a member in his place, Ile faid, perhaps, he might at 
ignorunt of the true principles of Whiggiſm; but whe- da 
they ze was, or was not, he would accept the Rev. Prelate's | A 
jt and Loy ove, that the publication contained ſeveral pro- an 
hich, if true, were di repugnant to the fr. 
115 ow tems of government recognized at the Revolu- pr 
tien. Even according to his on explanation, a government ou 
cf 14 included every ſpecies and kind of eee what- mi 
2 as to its en Exerciſe. - 5.74 Wo | It 
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aroſe, and ſpoke to this effect: 


Lat £51 oO Ao Wh fs % 28 0. -EP%. 8. 0 - £0. <nd 


A. 1779. "DE 3:41 


= The Abp. of York replied with great warmth, He ſaid, Abp. of 
be was ready to face all conſequences, to have his opinions Tel 


enquired into, and to defend them, He called on his Grace 
to make good his aſſertions: and aſſured him he was wil- 
ling to meet him on the fair ground of argument, whenever 
the matter came to be conſidered in a debaKable ſhape. He 
had advanced, he ſaid, no new doctrine, and was much 
ſurpriſed, how the noble Duke, could have fo glaringly miſ- 


underftood him; for he was ready to ſubmit the doQrines 


laid down in his ſermon to the moſt public and rigid enquiry 
and examination. The principles therein maintained, were 
agreeahle to the ſentiments of all ancient and modern writers 
on civil government; they were founded in the cleareft 


principles of law and morality ; and fo far from arraigning 


the Revolution, they contained nothing but what had been 
aſſerted by the moſt zealous friends of the conſtitution ; 
even by Algernon Sidney himſelf. He was well fatisfied, 
that his honeſty and fincerity had created him many ene- 
mies ; he would not, however, be frightened from his duty 
by any threats; nor would he ſacrifice his opinion, nor ſub- 
mit to be dictated to by the proudeſt Peer in the land. 


The Duke of Grafton diſclaimed any perſonal alluſion: uke of 
he conſidered the publication as utterly inconſiſtent with the Grafton. 


doctrines on which our preſent eſtabliſnment was built. He 
truſted very little to his own judgment in the matter; but 
referred the Rev. Prelate to the writings of Hoadly (biſhop 
of Wincheſter) Doctor Burnet, and ſome other eminent di- 
vines, who maintained doctrines of a very different com- 
plexion from thoſe avowed' by the Right Rev. Prelate. 

The altercation between 'the Duke of Grafton and the 
Abp. of York growing warm, the Biſhop 'of Peterborough 


* 
7 
” 


My Lords, I hope I ſhall be permitted to recall your Biſhop or 
attention from this very painful ſubjeCt to the order of the Peterbe- 
day. From the beginning of our unhappy. conteſt” with rough. 


America to the preſent moment, reconciliation on the beſt 
and moſt effectual terms that it could be brought about, 
from time to time, has ever been the object which I have 
principally had in view; and notwithſtanding all the injurt+ 
ous reflections which have been caſt on thoſe who have the 
misfortune to differ from the majority of your Lordſhips, 


it has been to me a matter of ſerious concern, that ſeeing! | 


things in the light I have done, I have thought it my indit-' 
penſable duty to diſſent from ſome meaſures of adminiſtra- 
P 2 | tion, 
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tion, which whatever might have been the intention of 
them, have certainly had the effect I apprehended they 
would have; that of removing all accommodation to ſuch 
a diſtance that tlie bulk of the nation ſeemed to have loſt 
ſight of it. | . £51 4s 

One ray of hope for a while broke forth in the appoint- 
ment of the noble Lord and his brother, men not leſs re- 
ſpectable for their integrity and love of the conſtitution, 
than of approved conduct in the line of their - profeſſion, 
but ſo circumſcribed were. their powers by Parliament, that 
is ti net to be wondered their declaration did not meet with 
all that confidence which their characters ſo juſtly deſerve, 
I truſt, however, it is not yet impoſſible to effect the good 
pu of reconciliation, if your Lordſhips will but be 
pleaſed to give a favourable reception to the motion of the 
noble Earl, and thereby convince the colonies (hitherto 
they have had no means to be convinced of it) that Parlia- 
ment 3s really diſpoſed to attend to and redreſs. their grie- 
vances. To induce your Lordſhips to this, I beg leave to 
ſubmit. to your conſideration, that the reſentment. which for 
ſome time paſt has actuated our councils is not founded on 
the original ſubject of diſpute, a new ground of conteſt 
as after a while held forth to the public, as if the claim of 
ſupremacy to the exerciſe of taxation was not af itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to. juſtify a perſeverance in this ruinous and fruitleſs 
War. DAI 033i 4 Mi 3 ode ts IH] 
Many of your: Lordſhips were (I am perſuaded) induced 
to concur in the firſt ſteps of an apparent hoſtility, by the 
erpeated aſſurances given to this Houſe, that our troops were 
to conquer without fighting, and, that far the greateſt and 
moſt reſpectable part of che inhabitants of our colonies were 
favourable, to the meaſures of government; nor was it till 
after theſe aſſurances were found erroneous, that our preſent 
calamities were imputed to one L concerted plan of 
independence z. and yet it is this aſſertion, ſupported: at beſt 
but by preſumptive evidence againſt poſitive fact, and the 
moſt expreſs declaration to the contrary, that is with; many, 
the principal, with ſome, the only argument for perſeve- 
Tance, - Kt. i. it ot | „ 173368 T2320 Fo DIL 23: 

The true cauſe why America is naw in arms: and united 

ds one man, is owing to that unhappy. determination to re- 

jet the petition of the Congreſs ; 'by that. fatal meaſure 
thoſe turbulent ſpirits who all along wiſhed for a total ſe- 
paration from the mother country, had the means they 
7 * | 125 wante 
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wanted given them to perſuade the multitude that they had 


no alternative left but ſlavery or independence. 


The evil was probably increaſed by thoſe officious, ill- 


timed addreſſes; which tho? they meant indeed very little, 


ſaid a great deal too much; under the ſpecious pretence of 


a zealous concern for the dignity of the crown and the unity 
of the Britiſn empire, they helped to degrade the one by 


diſmembering the other. Their effect abroad was in the 
mean time to make it believed, that the people of this iſland 
entertained a ſpirit of implacable reſentment, and were 
averſe to reconciliation on any terms ſhort of unconditional 
ſubmiſſion. It was this perſuaſion which alienated the few 
remaining friends of government, men of peaceable diſpo- 
ations, ho reſpected the conſtitution, and ftill loved the 
ſtock from whence they ſprung ; men of this deſcription are 
now in arms hazarding all the evils of war, and liable, if 
conquered, to all the penalties of rebellion. Such, my 
Lords, I take to be the true cauſes of that fierce - conteſt 
which'1s now carrying on for dominion and independence. 


I we conſider how it is carried on, the ſlighteſt yiewnwill 
ſhew us, ſuch various articles of enormous expence, ſo ma- 


ny means of impoſition on the public, and ſuch uncertainty 


that what is paid for here again and again, may never reach 
the place of its deſtination, that was Fto enumerate them, 
I ſhould be at a loſs where to begin, and having begun, be 


ſtill more at a loſs where to end. 


. 4 


There is not all that uncertainty in foretelling the probable 


conſequences: and that I may not be charged with arguing 
on uten premiſes, I am willing to admit what I by nd 


means believe to be true, that the aſſurances given by the 
neighbouring powers are to be depended upon. I cannot 


however help obſerving that was it becoming me to treſpaſs 
fo far upon your Lordſhips indulgence, here is an ample 


field to lament the unhappy ſtate of this country, which 
but a few years ago (under the auſpices of a noble Earl, 
whom I rejoice to ſee again in this Houſe) was the conque- 
ror of France in every quarter of the world, and is now re- 
duced to a mean precarious dependence on the good will and 


forbearance of her natural rival, for the peace and feeurity 


of the next hour. 


I will confine my view to America, and there experience. 
muſt ſurely have convinced us, that it is not a ſingle battle, 


or campaign, that, as among the effeminate inhabitants of 
Aſia, is to decide the fate of the weſtern world: the van- 
| quiſhed 
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quiſhed muſt fly, but they will rally again, and while che 
love of liberty remains, there will be tome ſparks of cou- 
rage, ever ready to take fire on the ſlighteſt occaſion. The 


cities muſt be burnt, and the country laid waſte, many a 


brave man is yet to periſh in the priton or the field, e'er the 
miſerable remnant is brought to an abſolute ſubmiſſion, and 
when that is done, what are che advantages we have to ex- 
ect | | ; 

258 is not ſurely any man ſo childiſhly ſanguine, as to 
ſuppoſe we ſhall grow rich at once, by having cut up the 
gradual ſources of our wealth: many years muſt pats e'er 
America is in a condition to remit a revenue to this country, 
and ſhould the ſo far recover from her preſent calamities as 
to be able to do it, I cannot think that any miniſter paſt, 


8 or to come, will ever dare again to demand it. 


ot only for tlic reaſon aſſigned by the noble Lord, a gene- 
ral difinclination in the colonies, but from various other cau- 
ſes we may conclude that the ſubſtance of taxation is gone 
for ever; nor is it probable that America will henceforth 
ever long fit quiet under the ſhadow of it.------ Fhe ſame 
means that are employed to fubdue the colonies, are ne- 
ceſfary to keep them in ſubjection, they will ſurely ſtruggie 
after they are conquered, and recoil like a fpring, whenever 
the force is removed that compreſſed it. FP. 
Such my Lords, muſt be the conſequences,” if the noble 
Earl's. motion is rejected, and the ſword alone is to decide 
the conteſt. . et Ft vis 17 4 ep 


Wben loyalty to the King, when reſpect for the laws, and 


love of the conſtitution is gone, there is no ſecuritꝰ for obe- 
dience, but in a military force, and who is there in this 


houſe that has any loyalty to the King, any reſpect for the 


laws, or any love for the conſtitution, who would wiſh to 
ſee that mode of goyerament prevail over ſq great a part 
af che Brittſh empire. * 34s be: 


Lord Lyteels | Lord Lyttelton directed his attention firſt to the motion 


79*. 


anch the noble Lord who made it, He acknowledged the 
eminent ſervices which his Lordſhip had performed for his 
country; and faid, whatever notice the motion itſelf was 
deſerving of, the moderate and reſpectful terms in which it 
was conveyed, and the remarkable propriety and decorum, 


in which the arguments in fupport af it were urged; called 
for candour and moderation on his part, He ' ſeemed 
mueh ſurprized at the timid deſpondent tone affected by the 
noble Earl, in relation to the conduct and ultimate * 


* 
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of foreign powers, whoſe fire, ſpirit and zeal for the honour 
and dignity of his country, had carried terror and 'conqueſt 
among the ſurrounding nations. He aſked his Lordſhip, 
whether he could reconcile it to his former conduct, to hold 
terrors out from the reſiſtance we might meet in purſuing 
and aſſerting our undoubted rights, either from America or 
elſewhere. He remembered the time, when the noble Lord 
held a differegt language, when he inſpired himſelf, then 


very young, and the nation at large, with the moſt exalted: 


and heroic ideas; when he called upon the people to aſſert 
their honour, and do themſelves juſtice, - though every po- 
wer in Europe ſhould combine againſt them. His Lordſhip 
next turned to the ſtate of America; the anarchy that ar 
preſent prevails there; the acts of violence, treachery, cru- 
elty, and injuſtice, that are daily committed in that country, 
by our rebellious ſubjects upon their loyal and dutiful bre- 
threp, merely becauſe they would not join in their diaboli- 
cal ſchemes of overthrowing all juſt and legal government. 
The laws trampled upon, the courſe of juſtice interrupted or 
annihilated; government diflolved, magiſtrates impriſoned 
or baniſhed, the faithful and obedient part of the people op- 
preſſed, deſpoiled of their property, ſuffering in dungeons, 
or obliged to fly their native land. He obſerved, that to all 
the horrors of war, the rebels had added the brutality of ſa- 
vages and the treachery of cowards.: Theſe were the per- 


ſons- and this was the cauſe, ſome of their Lordſhips 


thought fit to eſpouſe and defend. His Lordthip reminded 
his opponents of their predictions concerning the conduct of 
France, and their repeated aſſertions that America had: ne- 
yer any thoughts of independence. Experience had. verifi- 


ed the language of adminiſtration on both thoſe points. Fhe 


noble Lord/who made the motion, laughed at the abſurdity 
of ſuch an idea, as any interference on the part of France 


and the congreſs having long ſince declared the united Colo- 


nies independent ſtates. The. other noble Lords, on the 
ſame fide; denied the leaſt probability of any ſuch event, 


and pledged tliemſelves, if it ſhould ever happen, that they 
would be the firſt and moſt zealous in endeavouring to con- 


pel them to a return of their duty. The event has actually 
taken place, and what is their conduct? Inſtead of recom- 
mending vigorous meaſures; inſtead of ſupporting ſpirited 
and decifive exertions of our whole ſtrength, we are told 


that France does not mean to interfere ; but left ſhe:thould,' | 


tis no propoſed to open a treaty with declared and open 


„ rebels. 


A 


19g vu 


70 


rebels. Our rights are to be abandoned or conceded, leſt 


France ſhould go to war when our ſtrength and reſources are 


weakened and exhauſted. This is ſurely ſtrange language, 


and _ puſillanimous, as unworthy the attention of this 


Houſe. France, I am fatisfied from my own knowledge, 
is neither able or willing to go to war; and though ſhe were 
I truſt we are prepared to meet any foreign enemy whatever, 
Let us turn our eyes to the ſtate of our reſpective finances, 
and we _—_ be enabled to judge, in ſome meaſure, of the 
reſpective abilities of both countries. Let us reflect on the 
eaſe and expedition with which five millions were borrowed in 
a nation ſaid to be verging towards ruin. Iwill venture to ſay, 
that a ſimilar offer would not produce the tenth part of the 
ſum in France. Does this accord with the lamentable picture 
drawn by the noble Duke, and the terrors ſuſpended over 
our heads by the Right Rev. Prelate? Merchants, and men 
in trade, however friendly to government, ſeldom truſt 


their property to precarious proſpects of repayment. In 


thoſe tranſactions they pay a conſtant attention to two objects, 
advantages and ſecurity. They are of all men, the moſt 
cautious of diſpoſing, or truſting their money out of their 
hands, and know beſt to 8 out where it promiſes profit, 
properly ſecured. This unbounded credit is ſeldom à fore- 
runner of a bankrupt government, or empty exchequer. 
His Lordſhip next anſwered that part of the noble Duke's 
argument in reſpect of the petition from the Congreſs; and 


the evidence given by Mr. Penn. He inſiſted that the for- 


mer was the effect of mere hypocriſy, and the latter to his 
own knowledge far from being ſupported by truth. But 


ſuppoſing the former was ſerious, what did it import? an 


appeal from the Parliament to his Majeſty, and an endea- 
vour to detach him from his Parliament by an abuſe of his 
miniſters. As a proof that the Congreſs never meant to ſub- 
mit to the ſupramacy of Parliament, at the very time they 
ſent the petition alluded to, they made the moſt daring and 
inflammatory appeal to the whole Iriſh nation, and invited 
them to make a common cauſe with them, in reſiſting the 
legiſlative controuling power of the Britith Parliament over 
all the domimions of the Britiſh crown. His Lordſhip im- 


puted the preſent ſtate of public affairs to the backward- 


neſs and miſtaken lenity of Miniſters in the early ſtages of 
the conteſt. He reminded their Lordfhips of the part he 
took, and how frequently he preſſed adminiſtration on the 
tubjet. He was confident, if vigorous meaſures had been 
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adopted earlier, that the rebellious Colonies would now be 
in a ſtate of peace and obedience; and repeated, he ſaid, 
what he had frequently ſaid before, that lenity by its conſe - 
quences cauſed often greater acts of cruelty; than thoſe 
which were at the time deſiſted from on account of their 


'harſhneſs; His Lordſhip ſpoke of the ſevere uſage Colonel 


Campbell had ſuffered in an American dungeon, which led 
him again to repeat his charge of cruelty and timidity. He 
allowed, that a trade was carried on by the rebels to {ome 
ports in France, but denied. that it received any countenance 
or protection from that court. They were private tranſac- 
tions, he ſaid, which it would be difficult to prevent; and 
which had no origin but the ſpirit of mercantile adventure, 


and motives of profit. His Lordſhip took great pains to 
ſhew that the meaſures of government were popular; and 


to point out the abilities of the miniſter, who had ſo judici- 
ally planned taxes that would ſcarcely be felt, and yet would 
be ſo very productive. He ſpoke of the country gentlemenz 
as ſupporting the preſent war almoſt unanimouſly; paſſed 
great encomiums on their conſequence and integrity, and 
affirmed, that .while meaſures were thus ſtrongly ſupported 


and approved of, both within and without doors, by ſuen 


deciſive and reſpectable majorities, we had every reaſon not 


only to expect an happy iſſue to the preſent rebellion, but 


that if we, ſhould be interrupted by any power whatever, 
that we were both. able to defend ourſelves, and make 
our enemies repent of their rathneſs. He obſervedʒ on 
what fell from the noble Earl who ſpoke ſecond in the de- 
bate | Earl Gower. J relative to the loyal and dutiful diſpo- 
ſition of great numbers of people in America, where they 
were free to declare their ſentiments, and not under the ty- 

ranny and deſpotiſm ariſing from anarchy and military go- 
vernment : 1 was certain that it was ſo, and he had himſelf 
lately received a letter to that purpoſe from a perſon on the 

ſpot; and many others of a like tenor, giving an account 
of the great numbers who came in under the proclamation, 


in order to claim the protection of the Britiſh e 


or to offer their ſervices in afliſting to extinguith rebellion. 


111 


The Duke of Manche/ter opened his ſpeech, with obſerv- Duke of 


ing on a paſſage in that of the noble Earl who ſpoke ſecond Mancher. 


Earl Gower. | what paſſed in a meſſage between General 
Howe and General Waſhington, to prove that independence 


alone was the grand object of the American rebellion; and that 


the treaty broke up merely becauſe at the firſt preliminary 
Vor. VII. GW. 2 
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Mr. Waſhington and the Congreſs refuſed to treat, unleſs the 
united colomes ſhould be conſidered as independent ſtates. 
His Grace infiſted that this circumftance proved nothing; 
the Congreſs were well aware that the commiſſioners had no 
powers, but they were willing to try whether, though they 
were armed with no parliamentary powers, they might not 
be charged with private inſtructions. When the perſons 
entruſted with the affair diſcovered the commiſhoners had 
neither powers nor inſtructions, and no terms, bur thoſe of 
unconditional ſubmiſſion to offer, they treated all propoſi- 
tions of that nature with indignation, and retained their 
oſtenſible ſentiments and reſolutions as a matter of neceſſity. 
He cenſured the conduct of adminiftration, for holding out 
the idea of a commiſſion ; and afterwards holding it back, 
till America had taken the decided part ſhe did, and ob- 
ſerved with concern, that France had acquired very fingular 
advantages in trade and navigation, ſince the commence- 
ment of the preſent civil war, and would continue to reap 
many more as long as it ſhould laſt. He purſued the ideas 
of the Right Rev. Prelate who ſpoke on the ſame fide, b 
proving, that in proportion as we grew weak or dw 
from a waſte of blood and treaſure, France would recruit 
in every ſource, which might enable her to carry on a moſt 
vigorous war. He obſerved, that the noble Lord who ſpoke 
Jak, had treated the commercial communication, now car- 
ying on between France and the Britiſh colonies, as a 
mere deſultory underhand trade, proſecuted by a few incon- 
fiderable enterprizing individuals. He denied that to be 
the fact: he had the beſt and moſt indubitable authority to 
_ aſſure their Lordſhips (and if called upon, was willing to 
prove it) that it was a regular, open, and extenfive com- 
merce, daily encreaſing. He had a liſt in his poſſeſſion of 
ſeveral of the ſhips, the nature and value of the cargoes, 
the naval and military ſtores, with ſeveral other eee ea 
ces of a ſimilar and corroborative nature. It was no trade 
carried on by connivance, in the dark, or in a corner, but 
in open day. If that was the caſe, he appealed to their 
Lordſhips, if there was one of them who, ſatisfied of the 
facts, did not think ſuch a commerce, ſuch a barter of com- 
modiries, in which a ſupply of military ſtores was included, 
was not treating the colonies as an independent power, in the 
firſt inſtance ; and was it not a breach of neutrality in the 
next, allowing the independency of America to be a fact 
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not diſputable. His Grace attributed, as well as the noble 


Duke and Rev. Prelate, the declaration of independency to 
have aroſe chiefly from the contempr and negle& with which 


their petition to the King had been treated by Parliament; 


from repeated refuſals of redreſs in any form, or through any 
channel ; and to the inflammatory addrefles preſented to the 


throne, previous to the ſeſhon. of Parliament in 1775. His 


Grace preſſed the propriety of the motion on ſeveral 
grounds; and predicted the happieſt effects, ſhould it be 
agreed to, It was not pretended that the preſent campaign 
would be decifive : indeed the contrary was already acknow- 
ledged. Taking the motion in that light, as neither pro- 
longing the war, nor defeating the objects of the campaign, 
he begged leave to aſſure their Lordſhips, that an account 
of the ſucceſs of this motion, reaching America, would 
more effectually tend to ſtop the further effuſion of blood, 
and to an attainment of what we were entitled to demand, or 
ought to wiſh to obtain, than any advantages we could poſ- 
ſibly derive from the moſt ſucceſsful exertion of our arms. 
The noble Earl who made the motion, had, he ſaid, on for- 
mer occaſions, of ſingular difficulty and importance, ſhewn 
his ability to ſave his country, by an equal proof of vigour, 
where the cauſe required action and wiſdom, where it de- 


| pended more upon deliberation and management; his years, 
his character, deſerved reſpect; his motion was itſelf a proof 


of his wiſdom, and, he hoped, their Lordſhips would adopt 


It, as it promiſed an happy relief in the hour of danger, a 


fortunate reſource in the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of af- 


fairs. 
Lord Camden. It is with pleafure I rife to bear teſtimony La, Camden. 
how much I approve of the motion made this day by my. 


noble friend, and to expreſs my ſenſe of the very ſingular 
obligations this country owes him, particularly on this occa- 
ſion, when, ſetting every impediment at a diſtance, he of- 
fers his aſſiſtance in reſcuing us from the ruin with which 
this country is ſurrounded, Before I ſpeak to the immedi- 


ate objects of the motion, I ſhall ſay a few words on the 


ſubje& to which it relates. The noble Lords, on the other 
fide, deny that Britain was the aggreſſor in this quarrel 


and affert, that America always aimed at independency, I 
' ſhall prove, I truſt, before I fit down, that both aſſertions 


are equally falſe ; I ſhall prove that we were the aggreſſors; 
and, conſequently, that the charge of independency can be 
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only ſupported upon what they intended to have done at 


tome future period, and not upon what has actually hap- 

ned; the agreffor in all conteſts being chargeable with 
the conſequences. I ſhall not renew the controverſy ſo often 
diſcuſſed within theſe walls relative to taxation, — paſ- 
ſed a law for laying a tax upon tea; but you could not col- 
let it, becauſe neither importer, nor vender, nor conſumer, 
could be found. You paſſed another law, which miniſters 
flattered themſelves would force the tax into operation. You 
gave the Eaſt-India Company a draw-back on their teas 
exported to America. The teas were ſent to America, 
particularly to Boſton, where a large quantity was deftroy- 
ed. What did we do? Without demanding reparation, 
without enquiry, without hearing the party accuſed, nay, 


even without proof of the fact, you condemned the people 


of Boſton 1 you ſhut up their port; you annihilated private 
property; you reduced thouſands of innocent people to beg- 
gary. You did not ſtop here ; you retolved to puniſh the 
whole province as well as the town. You deprived them of 
their charter; and, to fill the meaſure of the oppreffions with 
which you were reſolved to afffict them, you deprived them of 
the benefit of the trial by jury, either as a terror to the guilty, 
or a protection to the innocent. What were your preparations, 


in order to ſecure the execution of thoſe oppreiſive and cru- 


el meaſures? The language of adminiſtation was, that a 
file of muſqueteers would march from one end of America 
to the other without moleſtation; that the acts were ſo 
wiſely and judiciouſty planned, that they would execute 
themſelves: leſt, however, they might not execute them- 
ſelves, General Gage was ſent out to command a force con- 
ſiſting of four regiments, which were fully — it 
phatieally 

filed, on the paſſing of the firft of thoſe bills, by a noble 
Earl I now ſee in his place [Earl Mansfield. ] paſhng the 
Rubicon.---Neither the file of muſqueteers, nor the four 
regiments however, aniwered what was promiſed from them. 
Twelve months having nearly paſſed, General Gage, from 
the-weakneſs of his little army, was obliged to remain 1nac- 
tive, and beheld the provincials making daily preparations 
before his face, for à vigourous refiftance, ' Early in the 
next year we declared thoſe people to be in rebellion 3 we 
rohibited them from trading with each other; we deprived 


them of their fiſhery and a noble Lord in the other Houſe 


pledged 


"ya wy A, * fan PI od oa. a. RE 


„ LP LY WY FIFY 


A. 1577. D, E. IA T E 8. 


— 


pledged himſelf to that Houſe, that with an army of 16,0080 


men, which would reach America early in the ſummer, the 
conqueſt of that country would be certain. The troops 
arrived, the 10, ooo men proceeded to hoſtilities; and if 
they were not defeated in the field, we know that America 
was not conquered, but that the royal army ſuffered in 
battle and mouldered away in ſuch a manner, that they were 
ſtreightened and — in their quarters for full eight 


months, and eſcaped with difficulty aboard their ſhips and 
veſfels of war. Well, the next ſeſſion arrived; minifters 


owned they were deceived in the accounts they received of 
the diſpoſition of the people of America; the moſt deciſive 
meaſures were to be adopted. The ſame noble Lord, for 
the third time, grew confident; the full force of this coun- 
try was to be exerted; 70,000 men and a hundred ſhips of 
war were to be employed; foreign mercenary veterans 
were to ſupply the place of raw levies ; the ſword was to 
be borne in one hand, and the olive-branch jn the other. 
A commiſhon was announced from the throne to hold out 
the alternative. What has been the effect of all this? 


From the ſame authority we are told, we muſt prepare for 


another campaign; the deciſive meaſures, and full exer- 
tions, have produced nothing material, The repeated predic- 
tions, relative to conqueſt and ſubjugation, have failed. 
What part of America is yaur own ? Juſt as much as you 


, occupy, or as you can command with the mouths of your 


cannon. His Lordſhip next proceeded to ſhew in what an 
unbecoming manner adminiſtration had behaved in reſpect 
to the commiſſion, and the powers granted by that act, 
called the Prohibitory AQ, which he declared to be the 
epitome of every thing cruel and oppreſſive; and what, with 
the employing foreign mercenaries to cut their throats, ul- 
timately determined the Americans to declare themſelves in- 
dependent. He declared, in his conſcience, that thoſe were 
the acts, and thoſe only, which forced the colonies to take 


up arms in the firſt inſtance ; and to juſtify their reſiſtance, 
by throwing off the yoke of oppreſſion and deſpotiſm. His 


Lordſhip next turned to the ruinous ſtate of our trade, By 
thoſe acts, particularly by the fiſnery and capture acts, you 
drove the people employed in commerce to deſperation : 


their wants and reſentments united in urging them to the 
reſolution of making a naval war upon you. What has 
been the conſequence ? The ſeas are covered with their pri- 
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vateers; the French ports are full of them; they come to 
the very mouth of 1 river and inſult you. If your com- 
merce languiſhes, if your trade decays, where will you find the 
means of carrying on a war? While your ſhips are rotting 
in your harbours, while your merchants are unable to pay 


the inſurance, the French become your carriers, and the for. 
mer are left to lament their deplorable and diſtreſsful ſituation. 


This at once puts an end to the act of navigation, and de- 

feats every benefit it was intended to ſecure. But extending 

our views a little further, what other fatal conſequences do we 

behold produced by this unnatural war? The ruin of the 

Weſt-India iſlands; the loſs of their produce; and the very 

conſiderable bankruptcies which it has occaſioned. The 

proprietors of the eſtates and plantations in thoſe iſlands, 

from a ſtate of affluence, are driven to poverty and deſpair. 

I am well informed that no leſs than two hundred fami- 

lies who reſided here upon ample incomes, drawn from 

thence, have been obliged to return thither, being no longer 

able to maintain themſelves in this country. Theſe are me- 

Jancholy confiderations, my Lors; and ſhould be very 

powerful motives with you for agreeing with the preſent 

motion, 'The two noble Cots who have ſpoken on the other 

ide, have pofitively denied that France has taken, or means 
to take, a part in the preſent diſpute. I do contend they 
do this minute take a part, and that they have continued to 
do fo from the beginning, I would deſire your Lordſhips 
to recolle& what was mentioned by the noble Duke in the 
blue ribband, and myſelf, in the year 1775, relative to the 
two French gentlemen who went to Waſhington, then ly- 
ing before Boſton, and who were by him ſent to the Con- 
greſs, where they remained ſeveral months, The ftory was 
then treated by the noble Lords in adminiftration in a lu- 
dicrous manner; yet this, I believe, was the beginning of 
what may hereafter produce very ſerious conſequences. I 
fincerely believe the firſt overtures came from France; and 
that thoſe gentlemen were the bearers of the meſſage, - Eve- 
ry thing which has fince happened confirms me in that opi- 

nion. It is plain, that the firſt notice the miniſters re- 
ceived of it was in this Houſe ; aſtoniſhed at the informa- 

tion, I remember, they ſaid it was nothing but a viſit of 
mere idle curioſity. Let us compare the ſequel. In the 
courſe of the enſuing ſummer, Mr. Deane comes to Paris, 
and the Chriſtmas following was followed by Doctor F _ 
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lin. What has been their reception? They frequently 
appear at Verſailles, affront Lord Stormont in the anti- 
chamber, and are admitted to conferences with the French 
King's miniſters. He then aſſured their Lordſhips, ' that he 
had the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, -that America was both 
ſupported and abetted in her reſiſtance, and that ſhips 
of war were fitting out in ſeveral ports of France under 
American colours, to infeſt the channel, and annoy our trade, 
On the principle of Great Britain's being the. aggreffor, 
he grounded the propriety of her being the firſt to ſhew a 
diſpoſition of making peace with the injured Americans : he 
contended, that nothing of that fort, had yet been done, 
and that the commiſſion given to Lord and Sir William 
Howe for granting pardons to the Americans, ſo far from 
deſerving to be conſidered, as containing power of pacifica- 
tion (as its title imported) muſt neceſſarily be ineffectual 
to ſuch a purpoſe; it was indeed an inſult on their under- 
ſtanding; for a herald with a trumpet would have done 
juſt as much as commiſſioners, going forth with ſuch in- 
competent authority. It was fo confidered by the Congreſs, 
and that it would be ſo, was foreſeen by many, Now, he 


contended, was. the moment, perhaps the lateſt moment of 


making peace, and of recovering (in any good degree) what 
was loſt, Where this buſineſs delayed but for a few weeks, 
America and France might be in alliance, our commerce with 
the former of theſe countries would then be irretrievably gone 
from us, and in the moment of our being apprized of that 
evil, another would ariſe with it, the neceſſity of a war with 
France, for the recovery (however hopeleſs might be the en- 


deavour) of our loſt poſſeſſions and commerce, But a 


French war may not come from that quarter only: ſo long 


as the conteſt with America is continued, it muſt be con- 


ſtantly dreaded by us,------ Here he enlarged on the warlike 
Preparations of the antient and inveterate enemy of this 
country. War may proceed from ſome ſudden and unex- 
pected cauſes, while each party have ſo many ſhips. The con- 


tinuance of the war threatened nothing leſs than deſtruction to 


the Britiſh commerce, which in every ſea was vexed, tor- 


mented, torn by the captures made upon it, by Americans, 
by. French and e. ; and all, whom the hopes of boo- 
ty could allure to prey on it, under congreſs commiſſions. 
What effect had already been perceived from the captures 


made, he ſhewed. from the high freight and inſurance on 


all 
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all Britiſh ſhipping, and from the number of French veſſels 
(26) now in the river Thames, which were receiving Britiſh 

merchandize for foreign markets, on account of the greater 
cheaprieſs of ſuch conveyance. He ſaid, that in the begin- 
ning of this war, our trade had been conſidered as an object 
only of ſecondary conſideration, and indeed as deſerving no 
rd, when brought in competition with the high and in- 
controulable ſupremacy of Britiſh legiſlatute ? "That on this 
account, the petition of the Weſt India merchants was not 


ſuffered to be brought into queſtion, till the deliberations, 


concerning that high political dignity, were cloſed: but was 
thrown into a corner, to be taken afterwards into the conſidea 
ration of a committee, left an earlier attention to it might 
have interfered with, and too much debaſed the reſolutions 
of Parliament, on that great ſublime myſtery. His Lordſhip 
expoſed the pride and folly of that proceeding; and ſaid, he 
was ſorry, in a Britiſh ſenate, he found it neceſſay to enter in- 
d an explanation of the nature, uſe, and importance of trade, 
to this country. He ſaid that trade was its vital blood, diffu- 
ſing itfelf, and running through all its parts, animating and 
filling all with life and vigour. In reſpect of American trade 
he recalled the attention of the Houſe to what this country 
was before that trade was known in it, what it had grown to 
be while that trade flouriſhed, and what we were likely to 
become, when it was gone from us. He treated the notion 
of conqueſt, and of ſucceſs by force of arms, as utterly ri- 
diculous, and the final and irreparable loſs of America, as 
the inevitable conſequence of a continuance of the war. 


Lord y- Lord Heymouth objefted to the motion, as inadequate to 


mouth. 


the purpoſe it was declared calculated to effect, and ill ti- 
med, becauſe it could not at preſent be of any ſervice, even 
if it was adopted by their Lordſhips. He denied the laſt 
” ſpeaker's aſſertion relative to Mr. Deane and Dr. Franklin 
being frequently in the antichamber at Verſailles, and af- 
fronting Lord Stormont ; ſo far from this being the fact, 
the Viſcount declared that Lord Stormont never met them 
there ; and although he could not pretend to affert that they 
had never ſeen the miniſter of France, he was well aware 
that they had not received uy + public countenance from 
him, or any other part of the French cabinet. With re- 
gard to what had been faid of the French having ſent out 
ſtores, &c. to. America, it was very true that the private 


merchants had taken advantage” of the quarrel, as ,” " 
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ſuch caſes was cuſtomary, and they had ſhipped an inconſi- 
derable quantity of ſtores, &c. in different bottoms, many 
of which our frigates and armed veſſels had taken; but that 
the French. government were not anſwerable for ſuch con- 
duct. His Lordſhip further obſerved, that the mation held 
out nothing ſpecific, It was for an addreſs to his Majeſty ; 
to do what? The noble Earl, he preſumed, did not mean 
to enter into ſpecific terms for relinquiſhing the rights of 
Parliament. An Act of Parliament had already appointed 
a commiſſion; commiſhoners were now acting by the virtue 
of that commiſſion, This addreſs was not, he hoped,. in- 
tended to cauſe his Majeſty to ſuperſede that commiſſion, or 
ſuperſede the proviſions of an Act of Parliament, contrary 
to law. Such a thing was totally impracticable. What 
good purpoſe, therefore, the preſent motion could anſwer, 
or what purpoſe at all it could anſwer, was more than he 
could perceive, however well intended. In its preſent ſhape 
he could not conſequently ſpeak to it, till the objections, to 
the attainments of which it was ultimately directed, were 


firſt pointed out. 


Earl of Chatham. I perceive the noble Lord neither appre- Earl of 
hends my meaning, nor the explanation given by me to the Ch: 
noble Earl in the blue ribbon, who ſpoke early in the debate, 


I will therefore, with your Lordſhip's permiſſion, ſtate 
ſhortly what I meant. My Lords, my motion was ſtated 
generally, that I might leave the queſtion at large to be a- 
mended by your Lordſhips. - I did not dare to point out the 
ſpecific means. I drew the motion up to the beſt of my 
poor abilities; but I intended it only as the herald of conci- 
liation, as the harbinger of peace to our afflicted colonies. 
But, as the noble Lord ſeems to wiſh for ſomething more 


ſpecific on the ſubject, and through that medium to ſeek my 


particular ſentiments, I will tell your Lordſhips very fairly 
what I wiſh for. I wiſh for a repeal of every oppreſſive 
a& which your Lordſhips have paſſed fince 1763. I would 
put our brethren in America preciſely dn the ſame footing 
they ſtood at that period. I would expect, that being left 
at liberty to tax themſelves, and diſpoſe of their own 
property, they would in return contribute to the com- 
mon burthens, according to their means and abilities, 
1 will move your Lordſhips a bill of repeal, as the onl 


means left to arreſt that approaching deſtruction which 


r 
threatens to overwhelm us. My Lords, I ſhall no doubt 


hear it objected, Why ſhould we ſubmit or concede 2 Has 
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America done any thing, on her part, to induce us to agree 
to ſo large a ground of conceffion ? I will tell you, my 
Lords, why I think you ſhould. You have been the, ag- 
5 from the beginning. I ſhall not trouble your 

ordſhips with the particulars, they have been ſtated and 
enforced by the noble and learned Lord, who ſpoke laft but 
one, in a much more able and diſtin manner than I could 
pretend to ſtate them. If then we are the aggreſſors, 
It is your Lordſhips buſineſs to make the firſt overture, 
J fay again, this country has been the aggreſſor. You 
have made deſcents upon their coaſts; 92 have burnt 
their towns, plundered their country, made war upon the 
inhabitants, confiſcated their property, proſcribed and im- 

riſoned their perſons, I do therefore affirm, my Lords, 
Rat inſtead of exacting unconditional ſubmiſſion from the 
colonies, we ſhould grant them unconditional redreſs. We 
have injured them; we have endeavoured to enſlave and 
oppreſs them. Upon this clear ground, my Lords, inſtead 
of chaſtiſement; they are entitled to redreſs. A repeal of 
__ "thoſe laws, of which they complain, will be the firſt ſtep 
to that redreſs. The people of America look upon Parlia- 
ment as the authors of their miſeries, their affections are 
eſtranged from their Sovereign, Let then reparation come 
from the hands which inflicted the injuries; let conciliation 
ſucceed chaſtiſement; and I do maintain, that Parliament 
will again recover its authority ; that his Majeſty will be 
once more enthroned in the hearts of his American ſubjects; 
and that your Lordſhips, as contributing to fo great, glori- 
ous, ſalutary. and benignant a work, will receive the pray» 

ers and benedictions of every part of the Britiſh empire. 
Lord Vey- Lord Meymouth replied to the noble Earl, by obſerving 
Raub. that he was much obliged to him for his explanation; but, 
that every thing offered by his Lordſhip, being founded on 
a ſuppoſition that Great Britain was the aggreſſor : and that 
not appearing to him, to be the caſe, every argument built 
on ſuch a ſuppoſition, conſequently fell to the ground. For 
his part, ſo 5 from this country being the aggreſſor, he 
he was of opinion that we procraſtinated meaſures of force 
too long, in hopes matters might be amicably adjuſted with- 
out an appeal to arms. He denied, that if the preſent mo- 
tion was rejected it would preclude all future hopes of con- 
ciliation. The contrary was much the more probable ſup- 
poſition; and though it were otherwiſe, it was impoſſible to 
prevent the evils meant to be deprecated by this or . 
ij 3 Z | „„ 
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lution taken at this late ſeaſon of the year, as the eam- 
paign would be hegun, and the operations commenced be- 
fore ay account of the preſent motion could reach Ameri- 
ca. His Lordſhip controverted, or directly denied the truth 
of ſeveral of the facts, ſtated in the courſe of the debate. 
He was certain that neither Deane nor Franklin were invited 
to the French court, nor were admitted to the anti-chamber 
at Verſailles, or to confront, or affront, the Britiſh mini- 
ſter there, He ſaid, that they might have had interviews 
with ſome of the French miniſtry, but he was well authori- 
zed to confirm what had been advanced by the, noble Earl 
and noble Lord, who ſpoke on the ſame fide, that France 
at no time ſtood on a more friendly footing with this court 
than at. preſent. = Pp CES 
Lord Wycombe [Earl of Shelburne.] aſſerted, that the Load 77 
doctrines held out in the ſermon alluded to by the Dukes of mbe. 
Grafton and Mancheſter, were highly dangerous and repre- 
henſible. He quoted parts of the diſcourle, and dared an 
Prelate to avow ſuch doctrine in that Houſe, His Lordſhip 
then took an extenſive field of argument, and ſpoke relative 
to the ſtate of France, the power of her navy, her counec- 
tion with the Congreſs, and her intention at a proper op- 
portunity to attack us. He denied in the moſt poſitive : 
terms her being ingenuous in her profeſſions of friendſhip. 
Have you, ſaid his Lordſhip, inſiſted on Dr. Franklin 
and the other. American deputies being ſent from France? 
What anſwer have you received? Have you required the 
French miniſters to ſhut their ports again the Americans 
as Portugal has done ? Haye you exphcity demanded, that 
all American privateers ſhould be removed from the French' 
ports, and not be permitted to reviſit them, either with or 
without their prizes? What anſwers have you received? 
Does France prevent her. officers from ſerving in the Ame- 
nean army? Has ſhe not at this time nineteen ſhips of the 
line completely fitted and lying at Breſt, and 2000 ſeamen 
taken out of her Newfoundland veſſels ready to man four 
more? Has ſhe not fix ſhips of the line fitted and ready for 
ſea at Toulon, and ſeyeral ſhips and 6000 troops at Hiſpa- 
niola? Has not Spain a very capital fleet and army, com- 
pletely manned and collected in Europe? Befides, has ſhe 
not a conſiderable naval and land force in the Weſt Indies? 
Will any noble Lord riſe, and tell me theſe things are not 
ſo; and will the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty | 
(notwithſtanding his great promiſes at the beginning of the 
Peg | * ſeſſion) 
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ſeſſion) now venture to inform your Lordſhips, that on a 
ſudden emergency he could command more than ten ſhips 
of the line. My Lords, T will fave the noble Lord the 
—— Sandwich filently acquieſced in this extraordi- 
ry declaration. ] He faid, every pretext of the ſhips 
which carried ſtores to America, .being the adventures of 
rivate merchants, was fallacious, the private merchants of 
2 * were men of too little conſideration to carry on ſuch 
a trade; that goool. ſterling was more than any French 
merchant could raiſe, that there was no compariſon to be 
made between the French and the Engliſh merchants, that 
the firſt were as petty, as poor, and as inſignificant as the 
ſecond were wealthy and reſpectable. His Lordſhip de- 
clared, that having much leiſure time, he had lately read a 
book entitled Political Papers, which treated of the public 
tranſactions in 1721, that in it he met with a paſſage which 
ſtruck him much; Cardinal Alberoni, the writer of one of 


trouble of anſwering this queſtion, by telling him, he could 


not 0 


the letters, talking to his correſpondent on the ſubject of a 


war with Spain, ſaid, „As long as 2 can keep the Spaniſh 
forces in Sicily, ſo long will you be ſafe from any attack 
from Spain.” This, added his Lordſhip, exactly ſuits the 
preſent times, France will let us convey all our men, 
and all our millions acroſs the Atlantic, but will ſhe 
ſuffer us to bring any of the former back again quietly. 
His Lordſhip denied that the Americans had all along aimed 
at Independency ; he ſaid the book which had been publiſhed 
under the title of Letters from the Marquis de Montcalm, 
in which that officer appeared to have ſent word to Old France 
many years ago, that he diſcovered a ſpirit of independence 
in the people of New England, and that if the Engliſh did 
not take effectual care to curb and check it, it would one 
2 forth to the coſt of the mother country, had been 
diſcovered to be a forgery, and that the Marquis had never 


hinted ſuch an idea. That the fact was, the Americans 
were exceedingly unwilling to declare themſelves indepen- 
dent, nor did they adopt that meaſure till the ſeverities of 


our acts of Parliament drove them to it; that we had ſtep 


by ſtep forced them to take up arms and declare war; that 


after having ſo done, what could be expected but that they 
fhould defend themſelves as well as they were able. He de- 
clared that General Waſhington was'at the head of a large 
army, and that after having ſpent three campaigns to ſo lit- 
tle purpoſe, after having tuffered our brigades to loſe their 

„„ vigour, 
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vigour, and to be ſo reduced that they were hardly fit for ſer- 


vice, was it likely that we ſhould be more ſucceſsful this year 
than the laſt ? His Lordſhip charged adminiſtration with 


holding out falſe lights to the people; he ſaid the American 


ſecretary had declared, that there was ſo much difficulty in 


procuring men for the rebel army, that they were obliged to 


pay 3ol. a man, that indeed he had afterwards owned his 
miſtake, and ſaid he meant 30 dollars, as he was no financier 
his miſtake was pardonable, for ſurely it would be no great- 


er fault in him not to know the difference between dollars and 
pounds, than it was for the great financier to miſtake curren- 


cy for ſterling. Here his Lordſhip took occafion to com- 


plain of the careleſſneſs of the treaſury-board, in the making 


their contracts, and particularly mentioned that for rum, ſo 


ſeverely handled in the Houſe of Commons; he ſaid he ne- 


ver heard ſo contemptible a defence as had been made for 
that buſineſs ; but that the whole conduct of Adminiftration 
was of a piece; they ſcandalouſly ſubmitted to the moſt pu- 
blic inſults from the French, both in Europe and in the 
Weſt Indies; they were pitifully mean and puſillanimous 
towards the natural enemy of this kingdom, and barbarous, 
unjuft and tyrannical towards their brethren and fellow ſub- 
jets. | | | 


on the ground of an independent majority, having ſupported 
the meaſures of adminiſtration for the laſt ten years; he ſaid 
ſuch aſſertions tended to deceive and miſlead. That a ma- 
jority within doors, and a majority without, were two mat- 
ters eſſentially diſtinct. That no man more heartily revered 
the real, diſintereſted country gentlemen than he did. That 
early in life he had been taught to value and to eſteem them; 
and that if he might quote the ſaying of a very able and re- 


ſpectable friend then near him, it would, he doubted not, con- 


vince their Lordſhips of the veracity of his aſſertion. His 
noble friend, many years ſince told him, That he was bet- 
ter pleaſed with hearing a ſenſible and independent country 
gentleman talk for ten minutes, than with the fineſt ſpeech 
that ever was uttered by an attorney general.“ But“ 


continued his Lordſhip, * there is a line to be drawn; every 


country gentleman is not independent; there are modes of 


corruption which have found their way even to the land-hol- 
- der, and he that has a vote is not always honeſt enough to 
avoid tempration.” Taking the matter up, however, in the 
Point of view, in which the noble Lords have placed it, is 


Nor 


His Lordſhip anſwered Lord Gower and Lord Lyttelton 
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not the great ſupport of the Britiſh nation commerce? 
If the ſtreams of commerce are ſtopped, will not all ranks, 
and men of all occupations, feel the conſequence; the 
tradeſman, the ſhopkeeper, the mechanic, the manufacturer 
and the merchant, will not be the only ſufferers, the coun- 
try gentleman will find his land fink in value, in proportion 
as the country is drained of its wealth, and the means of en- 
creaſing it are loſt: the country gentleman, therefore, for- 
fakes his intereft, and ſuffers himſelf to be made the inftru- 
ment of his own deſtruction, in ſupporting meaſures which 
evidently tend to promote the deſtruction of commerce. 
His Lordſhip concluded with highly commending the mo- 
tion, thanking the noble Earl for having made it, declaring 
his hearty -concurrence with it, and recommending it to 
their Lordſhips as a motion which merited the ſupport of 
the whole Houſe. | N 
The Abp. of Tork roſe in reply. He ſaid, he was proud 
to find himſelf of ſo much conſequence. He did not mean 
to ſpeak to the queſtion; but as he was up, he ſhould ſay a 
word or two. He ſaid, the paſſage in the ſermon, alluded to 
by the noble Lord, would ſerve and anſwer his purpoſe. He 
always thought that America aimed at independence; at leaſt 
they. diſclaimed any dependence upon the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment; that their appeals to the King, in his mere regal ca- 
pacity, as diſtinct from his Parliament, plainly pointed that 
out; and that the doctrines maintained in ſupport of char- 
_ tered rights, uncontroulable by Parliament, by which means 
a King may diſcharge any number of his ſubjects he pleaſes 
from the allegiance due to the other two branches of the 
legiſlature, was contrary to the fundamental principles of 
the conftitution. He ſaid, if he had deſcribed or pointed at 
any faction which did not exiſt in the ſtate, he was content 
to bear the obloquy ; or had maintained any doctrines that 
would not bear the teſt, he was ready to abide that degree 
of cenſure the offence merited. e truſted he had not. 
He did not ſuppoſe oppoſition would be willing to father all 
the doQtrines imputed to the faction therein deſcribed ; but 
as to the main ground for his reaſons againſt the preſent mo- 
tion, as well as thoſe urged in the diſcourſe, and on which 
he was well warranted in fixing a public ſtigma, they were 
to be found in the public proteſts and papers recorded in 
that Houſe. He ſaid, his way of life and mode of conduct- 
ing himſelf, did not permit him to mix much with the 
world. He did not pretend to much knowledge of politicks, - 
: 2 but 
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but what he had learned from books, The publication ſo 
ſeverely cenſured contained his ſentiments, He might be 
miſtaken, but he was nevertheleſs ſincere. He was natu- , 
rally inclined to live quietly, and on a friendly footing 
with all mankind 3 but there were inſults of ſuch a nature 
as not to be borne 3 nor would he bear to be 1nfutted by 
even the proudeſt Lord in that Houſe. . 8 
Lord Shelburne obſerved, in reply, that the Right Rev. Lord Sb. 
Prelate had promulged thoſe doctrines in a place where they 5=— 
could not be anſwered at the time ; which, among other 
reaſons, was a very good one for abſtaining from uſing the 
pulpit as a medium for conveying party or factious doc- 
trines, He, on the other hand, had controverted them in 
the face of the whole nation, where, if he erred or miſre- 
preſented, the Right Rev. Prelate had every opportunity of 
confuting him, and defending his aſſertions. His Lordſhip 
then put him in mind of his want of good manners; ob- 
ſerved, that in his ſermon the word liberty had ſtuck in his 
throat, being too hard for digeſtion. And added, that the 
greateſt act of magnanimity in his Majeſty was the removal 
from the tuition of his ſon, a man, who would not ſuffer 
the word liberty to be pronounced without a qualification.“ 


Here a cry of Order ! Order ! : 
L y © 1 1354 
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lt is the uſual artifice of faction to look for ſomething co- + 
lourable, by which the ignorant and unwary may be deceived, and 
this is commonly affected, by the adoption of a falſe, or the mifap- 
plication of a true principle. | | 1 

„ Whatis aſſumed upon the preſent occaſion, is the = 
pature of liberty. Of this there can be no queſtion ; and I hope, 
that no times will be ſo wretchedly debaſed, as to make it a queſtion 
in this free country. It is certainly the firſt and moſt valuable of 
all human poſſeſſions, It realizes and ſecures all the reſt ; and by 
thoſe, who are in the enjoyment of it, ought to be maintained ar. 
all hazards. But it remains to be ſettled ; wherein does it confiſt ? 
I have ſometimes thought ir a misfortune, that a thing ſo valuable 
and important, ſhould have no word in our language to expreſs it, 
except one which goes to every thing that is wild and lawleſs. 

If therefore we would avoid abuſing our underſtanding with 
the ideas of ſavage liberty, which have no place in regulated ſoci- 
ety, we ſhould uſe it with an. addition, ſuch as legal, or civil liber- 
ty. It ſeems to conſiſt, in a freedom from all reſtraints, except 

8 ſuch as eſtabliſhed law impoſes, for the good of the community, 
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: ſor no anarchy ever prevailed, which did not-end in 


rule, to which thoſe, who mean well, may in al 
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all further altercation, but ſaid nothing new upon the 


ſubject. He maintained his former opinions, reſpecting the 


American views of independency ; but relied 'more upon 


what was urged in Montcalm's Letters, which he. infiſted * 


Were 


2 ry | a 


to which the partial good of each individual is obliged to give 
place. . | 


As there are in the nature of things, but two ſorts of govern- 
ment; that of law, and that of force; it wants no argument to 


prove, that under the laſt, freedom cannot ſubſiſt. If it ſubſiſts 
therefore, it muſt be under lau ; and of neceſſity that law muſt 


be ſupreme ; for if it is not ſupreme, its power muſt be abridged 


vy its enemy, force. The foundation therefore of legal freedom, 
is the ſupremacy of law. It has been acknowledged as ſuch, by 


all common-wealths from the beginning of the world; as the only 


power which can protect our rights from their natural adverſaries, 
deſpotiſm and anarchy, Theſe indeed have uſually 9570 together, 
deſpotiim. 

% The paſſions of men are reſtleſs aud ate pen che occa- 
ſions which time may preſent to them are innumerable, and the 
poſſible” ſituation of things much more various, than any wiſdom 
can foreſee. But the ſupremacy of law is a _ and uniform 
ſafely adhere. | | 
To thofe indeed, who mean delinquency, it is not very fa- 
vourable. This they were aware of, and have therefore ſubſtituted 
another rule, by which every man's humour or intereſt is to be 


made the meaſure of his obedience. 


% By this ſyſtem of political rights, ambition, revenge, envy, 
and avarice, with the other bad paſſions, the controlling of which 
is the very intent and meaning of law, are all let looſe ; and thoſe 
dear intereſis, for the protection of which we truſt in law, are at 


once abandoned to outrage. 


It is wonderful that fo weak a ſyſtem ſhould find ſtability, 
even in popular madneſs. It is wonderful that extreme folly 
ſhould not be more innocent. But it is moſt wonderful that thoſe 


who have any thing to loſe, ſhould adopt ſuch a ſyſtem, 


Do they hold their diſtinftions and fortunes by any other 
tenure, than that of law? and will they put them to the hazard, 
For the chance of gaining ſomething better in the uproar ? 
This would be a more deſperate ſpecies of gaming, than any 
other which is known, even in theſe times. But nothing is too 

mean for the uſes of parties, eſpecially as they are now conſtituted, 


Parties once had a principle belonging to them, abſurd Pome 
4 : | | | | | a 


14. zen- Lord Mansfield by ſuddenly riſing to ſpeak” put a ſtop to 


circumſtances 
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were not ſpurious; upon the preamble of the charter act, paſſed 
in the reign of King William, to the province of Maſſachuſets 
Bay ; to the reſolutions agreed to ina committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, in 1732 ; to the writings of a gentleman who 
publiſhed a tract on the colonies in 1749 z to two or three 
other ſpeculative opinions, thrown out by a few private indivi- 
duals, in which, Sir Joſiah Child, in his Treatiſe on Trade, 
was included; than to any ſubſtantial proof drawn from their 


former or preſent conduct. The ſubſtance of his Lordſhip's 


argument (ſeparated from his quotations) was, that. the 
Americans had aſſumed to themſelves, the dignity and rights 
of independent ſtates. Would they deſcend from that proud 
ſituation to confer about terms of ſubordination ? Certainly 
not. They muſt feel the ſuperiority of your arms, before 


3 © — 


— 


and indefenſible, but ſtill carrying a notion of duty, by which 
honeſt minds might eaſily be caught. | 
% ut there are now combinations of individuals, who inſtead of 
being the ſons and ſervants of the community, make a league for 
advancing their private intereſts. It is their buſineſs to hold high 
the notion of political honour. I believe and truſt it is not inju- 


ious to ſay, that ſuch a bond is no better than that, by which the 


loweſt and wickedeſt combinations. are Held together; and that it 
denotes the laſt ſtage of political depravity. 5 

% There is another point, in the clearing of which the common 
cauſe of legal freedom is intimately concerned. ' Thoſe, who main- 
tain theſe doctrines, juſtify themſelves by 3 Revolution. 
Are the caſes in any view fimilar ? Or did the leaders in that great 
bufineſs act upon principles ſuch as theirs? Many went into that 
enterprize, who were of different complexions and characters, and 
with very different deſigns and motives; ſame, who bur little be- 
fore, when they thought ir their intereſt, were ready enough to 
have battered the conſtitution. But the beſt and honeſteſt among 
them forth avowellly, as ſupporting the ſupremacy of law. 
Have theſe men done the ſame ? or have they not, in every ſtep 
of the American conteſt, aſſailed and inſulted it? They have main- 
tained, that a charter which iſſues from the King's ſole pleaſure, 
is valid againſt an act of Parliament. They have maintained, that 
a King of England has the power to diſcharge any number of his 
ſubjects that he pleaſes, 55 the allegiance chat is due to the ſtate. 

<< They uſed their belt endeavours to throw the whole weight 
2 2 of the colonies into the =_ of the crown; — we 
than 's providence, that we hada prince upon the throne, 
rhe ge and juſtice were — to ſueh temptations. 
Of thoſe then therefore they have taken the name, but not the 
l have ſo far aſperſed their memory. Fi Eg - 
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they will liſten to you. The 'preſent is not a fit ſeaſon to 
treat; try them, after this campaign, and then, if you are 
diſpoſed to treat, take the large ground; but before you 
conſent to ſuch treaty, be ſure that a diſpoſition is begotten 
on both ſides the water, to relax a little from mutual 
claims, and conſent only to treat by commiſſioners ; in or- 
der that the pulſe of the leading people of America may 
be felt, and a certain knowledge acquired of what will com- 
pole the troubles of that country. This muſt be done be- 
fore the fubject of treating can properly come before Par- 
liament. But for one of the contending parties, and that 
the higheſt and greateſt, to begin pacific negotiations, by 
totally repealing all the ſtatutes the other party complain- 
ed of, was, his Lordſhip obſerved, what he could not give 
his aſſent to; becauſe, he ſaid, it was not only in the firſt 
inſtance ſacrificing the dignity of Parliament and the nation 
to the unjuſt claims of the Americans, but it was placing 
them in a ſituation, . to be treated with contempt, in caſe 
the Congreſs ſhould tell you, they were independent fates, 
and would not treat with any power on earth, who did not 
firſt acknowledge their independence. EEE OS, 
LA. o %% Lord Onſlow roſe to defend a noble Lord, in the other 

Houſe [Lord North] from what had fallen from the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt but one. He inſiſted the charge was 
untrue. That the affair about the rum- contracts had been 
groſly and fooliſhly miſrepreſented in the news-papers ; that 
the contract for rum had been made with all poſſible fruga- 
lity, and lower than the navy contracts; and as to the blun- 
der about currency and ſterling, the noble Lord alluded to, 
had ſaid at fir it was ſterling, but being contradicted, gave it 
up for the time. On his return home, he found, however, 
the tirft aſſertion, was right. „ 
Fari er Earl of Shelburne replied, that the noble Lord had miſquoted 
Stbelburne. his words; he never meant to impeach the integrity of the 
| noble Lord who made the contract. The navy contracts 
which were now appealed to by the noble defender of his no- 
ble friend, Were bea lob agu, and the rum furniſnhed was 
of à ſuperiqr quality; and was given to make up for other 
articles furniſhed on difadyantageous terms. The matter | 
was not to be cogtoverted. He produced ſhort notes, taken | 
at the time of the debate, by 47755 it appeared, "that the 
contract made with the — al was at 48. 4d. and 5s, 3d. 
while the price of rum on the {pot was no more than 18. gd.) il 
and Mr, Bayley, à member of che other / Houſe, roſe — 0 
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time, and offered to enter into a contract with either the no- 


ble Lord or the navy-board, at the rate of 28. 2d. which 
was, at an average, about one half of the price charged in the 


contract which is now drawn into the preſent debate. | 
| Lord On/lw in his reply, with the reſpe& to the goodneſs La. O 


of the rum, mentioned the praiſes beſtowed on it by Sir 
William Howe for its ſuperior quality, in a letter received 


at the: treaſury, - and diſcrediting a poſitive fact by implica- 
tion, on a probability that Mr. Bayley, might, like other gen- 

tlemen in the heat of debate, offer what he never intended 
to perform; or what, on cooler reflection, he would with to 
retract. 2 7.6 219 Di 44 | 

Lord: Abingdon cloſed. the debate, by defiring to know from 1d. A 
ſome law authority, whether the law as to the trial of per- n. 2 


ſons guilty of offences in America, and brought to this 
country to be tried, was really changed. No anſwer being 
given, the queſtion was ſuddenly put, and the motion nega- 
tived by a majority of 99 to 88, | 

Adjourned to June 2. 


une 2, 
No debate, 7 
June 3. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to June 5. 
I Tune 5. | 4 
No debate. 5 
une 6. 


The King . the Houſe of Lotds, and put ai end 


to the ſeſſion with the following ſpeech. 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
The concluſion of the public buſineſs, and the inconveni- 


ence which I fear you muſt have ſuffered by ſo long an at- 
tendance, call upon me to put an end to this ſeſſion of Parlia- . 


ment; but I cannot let you go into your ſeveral counties 
without expreſſing my entire approbation of your conduct, 
and without thanking you for the unqueſtionable proofs you 


have. given to me, and to all the world, of the continuance of 


your attachment to my perſon and government, of your 
clear diſcernment of the true intereſts of your country, and 


of your ſteady perſeverance in maintaining the rights of tho” 


legiſlature. 
Gentlemen,of the Houſe of Commons, 
I cannot ſufficiently thank you for the zeal atid public 


) ſpirit with which you have granted the large and extraor- 
— ſupplies, which I have found myſelf under the neceſ- - 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.. 
ſity of aſking of my faithful Commons, for the ſervice of 
the current year; and I muſt at the ſame time acknowledge 
the particular marks of your affection to me, as well in 
enabling me to diſcharge the debts contracted on account of 
my civil government, as in making ſo conſiderable an aug- 
mentation to the civil iſt revenue during my liſe. 5 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, | o 
11 wot in the Divine Providence, that by a well-concerted 
and vigorous exertion of the great force you have put into 
my hands, the operations of this campaign by ſea and land 
will be blefſed with ſuch © ſucceſs as may moſt effeQually 
tend to the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion in America, and 
to the re-eſtabliſhment of that conſtitutional obedience which 
all the ſubjects of a free ſtate owe to the authority of law. 
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LIST of the moſt material public ACTS 
paſſed in the Third Sefpn. 


AND Tax (45.) 
Malt tax. 


To prevent mutiny and deſertion. 
- For regulating the marine forces on ſhore. 

To enable the Lords of the ny to grant letters of 

marque. 

To empower the King to impriſon perſons ſuſpectec of high 
treaſon, committed in America or on the ſea. 

For cloathing the militia. 

For regulating the election of the Eaſt-India directors. | 

For dividing Enfield Chaſe. 

For exempting cattle from turnpike tolls, going to or from 
water or paſture. 

For the ſupport of his ny” 8 houſchold and of the dig- 

. | nity of the crown. 

For allowing the exportation of * &C. to we Weſt and 
Eaſt Indies. 

For regiſtering grants of life annuities and protection of 
infants. 

For allowing a draw-back on tea ſent to Ireland. | 

For preventing the leaves of aſh, elder, ſloc, &c. being mas 
nufactured in imitation of tea. ö 

For reſtraining the negociation of promiſſory notes. | 

For raiſing a certain tum of money, by loans on exchequer 
bill, for the ſervice of the year 1777. 

For the better ſu ply of mariners and ſeamen, to ſerve in 
his Majeſty a hy ps of war, and on board merchant ſhips 
and — —— ſhips and veſſels. 

To authoriſe the carrying of the captures therein mentioned 
into any part of his rpg of eſty dominions in North Ameri- 
ca; and for aſcertaining — value of ſuch part of ſhips 

and goods as belong to the re-captors, 7 | 
© | 


1 — 
mw " — 9 22 3 2 7 I 
M Ne re ths v — A r EET „ 2. * Te os r 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779, 
To prevent the clandeſtine unſhipping from, and receiving 
goods at ſea on board veſſels employed in the Eaſt India 
company's ſervice ; for aſcertaining the manner of dit- 
charging bonds given for the due exportation of certain 
s from Great Britain to foreign parts; and to oblige 
- "the maſters of Britiſh or Iriſſ ſhips ſailing from any of 
his Majeſty's dominions into the Baltic, to deliver a mani- 
feſto of their cargoes to the Britiſh conſul refiding there. 
For repealing the eleventh rule in the book of rates, ſo far as 
the ſame relates to making any allowance upon the impor- 
tation of damaged currants and raiſins, and for makin 
the importer of ſuch goods an abatement in the duties in lieu 
thereof; and for explaining the ſaid” rule, with reſpect to 
ſuch allowance for damage on other goods; and to permit 
the exportation of tobaeco- pipe clay from this kingdom 
to the Britiſh ſugar colonies or plantations in the Weſt- 
Indies for a limited time. 3 
For better ſecuring the duties on ſoap, and the duties on 
rum of the ſugar plantations put into warehouſes; and for 
allowing a draw- back of the duties on rum ſhipped as 
ſtores, to be conſumed on board merchant ſhips on their 
voyages, fora limited time. 
To continue the ſeveral laws therein mentioned, relating to 
encouraging the making of indico in the Britiſh planta- 
tions in America; to the regiſtering the prices at which 
corn is ſold in the ſeveral counties of Great Britain; and 
the quantity exported and imported; to encouraging the 
manufacturing of leather, by lowering the duty ' payable 
upon the importation of oak bark, when the price of ſuch 
bark ſhall exceed a certain rate; to the allowing timber 
and wood to be exported from the iſland of Dominica, 
into any other of the Britiſh iſlands, colonies, or planta- 
tions in America; and to the allowing a bounty on the ex- 


portation of Britiſn- made cordage. 8 
For further continuing an act, paſſed in the ſixth year of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, ©* An act to prohibit 
the importation of foreign-wrought filks and velvets, for 
a limited time, and for preventing unlawful combinations 
of workmen employed in the filk manufacture.“ 
To allow the maſter dyers, within the counties of Middleſex, 
Eſſex, Surrey and Kent, to employ journeymen in their 
trade who have not ſerved apprenticeſhips thereto. -  _. 
For pre vent abuſes in making and yending bricks and Ds, 
, 7 5 ; fa Or 
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For allowing further time for inrollment of ' deeds and wills 
made by Papiſts; and for relief of Proteſtant purchaſers. 
To indemnify ſuch perſons as have omitted to qualify them- 
ſelves for offices and employ ments; and to indemnify juſ- 
tices of the peace, or others, who have omitted to regiſter 
or deliver in their qualifications within the time limited 
by law, and for giving further time for thoſe purpoſes; 
and to indemnify members and officers, in cities, corpora- 
tions, and borough towns, whoſe . admiſſions. have been 
omitted to be ſtamped according to law, or, having been 
ftamped, have been loſt or miſlaid ; and for allowing them 
time to provide admiffions duly ſtamped ; and to give fur- 
ther time to ſuch perſons as have omitted to make and file 
afhdavits of the execution of indentures of clerks to at- 
tornies and ſolicitors. | We 

For amending and rendering more effe&ual the ſeveral laws 
now in being, for the more effectual preventing of frauds 
and abuſes by perſons employed in the manufacture of 
hats, and in the woollen, linen, fuſtian, cotton, iron, lea- 
ther, fur, hemp, flax, mohair, and filk manufactures; and 
alſo for making proviſions to prevent frauds by journey- 
men dyers, 

For enabling his Majeſty to raiſe the ſum of one million, for 
the uſes and purpoſes therein mentioned. 

For raiſing a certain ſum of money, by way of annuities 

and for eſtabliſhing a lottery. 

For granting to his Majeſty a duty upon all ſervants retained 
or employed in the ſeveral capacities therein mentioned; 
and for repealing ſeveral rates and duties upon glaſs, im- 
poſed by an a& made in the ninetcenth year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty ; and for granting to his Majeſty other 
rates and duties upon glaſs in lieu thereof, and for the 
better collecting the duties upon glaſs ; and for repealing 
the ſeveral rates and duties charged by an a& made in the 
twenty -ninth year of the reign of his ſaid late Majeſty, 
upon all perſons and bodies politic and corporate, having 
certain quanties of ſilver plate, | 

For granting to his Majeſty certain duties on licenſes, to be 

taken out by all perſons acting as auctioneers; and certain 
rates and duties on all lands, houſes, goods, and other 
things ſold by auction; and upon indentures, leaſes, bonds, 
deeds, and other inftruments, "A 

9 or 
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For granting to his Majeſty a certain ſum of money out of 
the finking fund ; and for applying certain monies therein 
mentioned, for the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-ſeven; and for further appropriating 
te ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion of Parliament. 
To promote the reſidence of the e clergy, by mak- 
ing proviſion for the more ſpeedy and effectual building, 
rebuilding, repairing, or purchaſing houſes, and other ne- 
ceſſary buildings and tenements, for the uſe of ther be- 
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SEVENTH 


VOLUME. 


LORDS DEBATES. 


BING DON, Earl of, proteſts 
againſt the bill for ſuſpending 


the Habeas Corpus act 41 
—— oppoſes the bill for re- 
training the ſale of life annuities 


49 
e pF fer om that bill 


Ly 
oppoſes too much power be- 


ing given to the King's Bench 58- 
ET. of the Right Hon. the Lords 


Spiritual and: | Se in Parlia- 


ment aſſembled - .36 
- his * 8 —— there- 
w 37 


Antendmiviit propoſed to be made to 


the motion for an addreſs on his 


Mejeſty s ſpeech „„ 
reſolved in the negative 35 
Lords who diſſented from 
that reſolution © — 36 
Bill, giving power to the Lords of Go 
admiralty to grant letters of marque 
30 

co ſuſpend the Habeas Coles 


act 40 
— Sy reſtain the fale of life annu- 


49 
Briffol Earl of, ſupports Lord Sand- 


wich againſt anſwering ſome queſ- 
tions aſted by Lord Shelburne 3 
Vol. VII. T 


Briſtol, Earl of, knows that the pre- 
ſent affairs have a ſuſpicious gs ; 
pearance — | 

Camden; Lord, oppoſes Lord Maat. 
field's amendments to the life an- 


nuity-bill — 
—— males a motion, which is a- 
greed to = 


3 
objects to the amendments 


made to the ſeventh clauſe of the _ | 


annuity bill — 
conſiders n parts go 
that bill $9.06 6 
gives notice of the Earl = 
Chatham" s intended motion 93 
ſupports that motion 213 
— — points out the — of 
adminiſtration 14 
Cardiff, Lord, (Mountſtewart) * ; 
clares the coloniſts to be exceed - 


ingly ungrateful _ 6 
conſiders the preſent tate and 
condition of our colonies 7. 


———— adviſes a vigorous exertion +1 


our whole ſtrength 
declares in favour of the —_— 


to the King 


| —— ſpeaks i on that fajec 


Carliſle, Earl of, moves fork addreſs 
to the _—_ for his N b ſs 2 aal, 
Fil 


Carliſle, Earl of, aſſerts that the na- 
tion had been brought into. its pre- 
_ ſent diſtreſs by defigning men 1 
— ſpeaks warmly on the inſo- 
lence of the American rebels 2 


Carmarthen, Marquis of, (See Ol- 8 


| born, Lord) 
Cauſe reſpecting a will 91 
Chancellor, Lord, ſpeaks to the bill 


for the ſuſpenſion of the OY 
| Corpus act 0 

5 — ſpeaks to Jackſon? $ eat 
| 118 

— ſpeaks again to the ho 
Bnuſineſs s 47 
Chatham, Earl of, . to 


put an end to the American war 93 


moves for an addreſs to his 


Ms jeſfy - 94 
conſiders England as the ag- 


8 greſſor in the preſent diſpute 9 Y 
a reproaches the meaſures that 
produced the civil war 96 
— Tiſes farther to explain him- 
ſelf a 119 
Coventry, Fart of, aſs a queſtion on 
the biil for the ſuſpenſion of the 


Habeas Cor pos act 40 


* Denbigb, Earl of, ſpeaks to the a- 
mendments in the annuity bill 
Derby, Earl of, ſpeaks warmly in 2 
vour of the King” ſpeech 9 
— laments the factious ſpirit both 
dt home and in America 10 
— expatiates on many and ſingu- 
lar virtues of his Majeſty < 62 
bort the King's meſſage tothe 
HFouſe on the ſtate of his debts 63 
—— propoſes paying off the debts, 
and granting an augmentation to 


| the civil liſt - 4 
—— moves for an humble addreſs of 
thanks to his M:jeity 65 


Effingham, Earl of, appoſes the ad- 
Areſs to his Majeſty on his meſſage 

to the Houſe — 72 
; confiders the preſent peri- 
od as improper to atk tor augmen- 
tations to the civil lift 73 
Fauconberg, Earl, ſeconds the mo- 


n. 


tion for an addreſs to the King * 


his ſpeech 
Gower, Earl, i "Lord Chat- 
ham's motion 96 


inſiſts that the motion held out 
nothing new 97 
ludicrouſly all des to the change 
of ſentiments in the minority 
Lords 98 
inſiſts that the preſent poſture 
of affairs are very p.omifing 99 
—— replies to the Buke of Grafton 
* 
Grafton, Duke of, condemns the con- 
duct of admintſtration 16 
inſiſts that Parliament was led 
blind - folded . 17 
alludes to a * part — 
the King's ſpeech 
replies to the Earl of 450. 
vic ibid, 
—— conſiders our preſent naval 
force as unequal to the dangers - 
the times 

— tet his high reſpect he 

"Ws perſonal virtues of his Majeſty 


conſiders the preſent revenue 
of the crown as ample and ſuffi- 
cient . = 9 76 
and offers to bring proof in 
ſupport of it - 77 
ſupports Lord Chatham's 
motion on American affairs 99 
—— alludes to the petition pre- 
ſented by Gov. Penn 100 
moves for the American peti- 
tion to be read tot 
thinks that the nation einn 
ripe for deſtruction 103 
——— attacks the Abp. of York 104 
Jackſon's eſtate bill, debates thereon 
41 t0.49 
Lift of the Lords who diſſented from 
the civil iſt augmentation bill gr 
Lyttelton, Lord, ſpeaks to Lord Chat- 
- ham's motion on American affairs 


108 
— ins that the Congreſs never 
x meant 


„ 


meant to ſubmit to the ſupremacy 
of Parliament - 110 
Lyttelton, Lord mentions the ſevere 
uſage of Col. Campbell 111 
Man An Duke ol, draws a paral- 
lel between the preſent ſtate of the 
Britiſh empire and that of ancient 
Rome in its decline 
comments on a paſſage in the 
King's ſpeech - ib. 
——  — contradiQs the ſubſtantial in- 


formation of the ſpeech on another 


ground 5 5 

aſſerts that there was no re- 
liance on the * of France 
or Spain 6 

— ſpeaks to Lord Chatham's 

motion on American affairs 111 

preſſes the propriety of _— on 
ſeveral grounds 


113 
Mansfield, Earl of, be to Jack- 
? > 


ſon's eſtate bill 4 
takes a full view of the bill 


for reſtraining the ſale of life an- 


nuities — 50 
F propoſes ſome amendments 
thereto - $2 


moves for an addition cad 
: omiſſion of ſome words 1 in that bill 


— ſupports his opinion againſt 


Lord Camden - 56 


—= and is ſeconded therein by 
the Lord Chancellor 

— maintains his former opini- 
ons onAmerican independency 126 

——— = infiſts that Montcalm's Let- 

ters are genuine - ib, 

Marchmont, Earl of, moves to con- 
fine certain buſineſs of the Houſe 
to a limited time - 38 

moves for an amendment in 
the letter of marque bill 


| „ 
—— * to Jackſon's eſtate bill 


— news that bufines 


— — =o to Lord Sondes 47 


ers in opinion with Lord 
60, 6x 
© 


— di 


Camden 3 


——— —-—6ũ 


X. 
Mountſtewart (See Cardiff, Lord) 
Onſſow, Lord, ſeconds thę motion for 
an humble addreſs of thanks to his 
Majeſty for his meſſage to the 
Houſe 65 
Oſborne, Lord, diſapproves of the 
conduct of adminiſtration 28 
mentions the ingratitude of 
America, and the favours we have 
heaped upon her 0 29 
thinks the ſucceſſes of our 
arms will have the deſired effect, ib. 
Paulet, Earl, riſes in oppoſition to the 
ſilk bill 92 
Peterborough, Biſhop of, recalls the 
attention of the Houſe to the order 


of the day | 105 
—— ſupports Ted Chatham's 
motion 106 


conſiders the rejecting the 
Congreſs petition as a fatal mea- 


ſure — ib. 
laments the unhappy ſlate 
of this country — 107 


Proteſt againſt the civil liſt 
tation bill — 


—liſt of the diſſentient Ld 


Radnor, Earl of, oppoſes the RF. | 
to _ King, and attacks Lord Car- 
di | 


10 
ſpeaks to the ie bill for reſtrain- 
ing the ſale of life annuities . | 


Richmond, Duke of, arraigns 
conduct 'of adminiſtration 
gives a ſhort hiſtory of the 
capture act — ib. 
— — comments very pointedly 
on a paſſage in the King 8 hes 


aſſerts that England, like 
Sweden, was ripe for the event- 


ib. 
- Tn the fatal effects of 
the American-war I 3 


ints out one part of the 
ſpeech as anne and artfully diſ- 
gui ſed f b. 


— — ex patüsees0 on the dangerous | 


preg 


- 


- which meaſures have been condut- 
ed 4 ——— conſiders the King's 3 


* 


untry now my 


Richmond, Dun; addreſſes himſelf 


to Lord Sandwich 16 


—reprebends miniſters * 


Jon their ſilence 
1 accuſes Lord Sandwich = 
_ aftfully evading giving a direct an- 
= Giver to a queſtion) put to him 21 
— ſup 
againſt the Earl of Sandwich 30 
e Marquis of, condemns 
in very ſtrong terms the King's 
ſpeech from the throne 2 
— proves the great advantages 
of a mild government, and the 
evils of a crue] 1 oppreſſive one 


* 


— — arralgns the principles on 


—— expreſſes his warmeſt per- 
one! attachment to his _— 

—— confiders the ſtate of he > 
civil lift 63 

— — compares former accounts 
with the preſent - 69 


——— obſcrves that the articles, 


penſions and preſents are — 
bly encreaſed . 


om_— clin reply to Lord Su. | 


folk 


| Undwich, Earl of, es in defence of 


the King 5 ſpeech ” 15 


— conſiders the kingdom as 


nearly prepared for oy event that 
might happen ib. 
— uill not be bullied and 
 diftated to by un gratcful Americans 

x6 


— Qagadͤdreſſes himſelf to 0 


Duke of Richmond ib. 


— replies to the Duke of Graf - 


18 


ton 


—— inſiſts thet our naval force 


is ſuperior to that of France 19 
memions the ſtate of the 


navy in America 30 


rts Lord Shelburne. 


1 


Sandwich, Earl of, ſpeaks to the latter 
of marque bil! 39 
agrees to the report of 

J ackſon's eſtate bill 43 
Shelburne, Earl of, (Fre Wycombe 
Lord) 
Silk bill, debated . = 92 
Sondes, Lord, is of the ſame opinion 
as Lord Sandwich on Jackſon's e- 
ſtate bill _ 44 
ſpeaks a ſecond ti time to that 
bufinets - A7 
Suffolk, Earl of, ſpeaks to the bill for 
the f uſpenſion of the Habeas . 
pus act 
—— launches forth into the bigh- 
ge encomiums on the tranſcendent 
virtues of the King - 73 
— cru in defence of the __ 
al debts 


as equally ee reaſonable, 
and juſt 75 
—— repreſents the conduct of op- 
poſition as deteſtable 82 
Talbot, Earl, replies to the Marquis 
of Rockingham in the debate on 
his Majeſty's meſſage do the Houſe 


een, that one of the _ 
ſent members of the other Houſe 
was formerly a turn-ſpit in his 
M.jeſty's kitchen - 

— Craws a melancholy picture 
of the domeſlic as of the ſo- 
vereign 89 

and thinks his fituation to be 
| lamented 

Weymouth, Lord „. defends 
the King's ſpesch from the ſeveral 
ohjections mag to it 20 


—— commends the wiſe pre- 


cautions and preparations of _ 
— ſervants | 
- rifes in NE of the Elk 


"Ia... 92 
—— oppoſes Lope Chatham's 
— on the American war 118 


Wycombe, 
© 0 


FW D 


Wyeombe, Lord (Earl of Shelburne) 


conſiders the Houſe as contemp · 


tuouſiy treated by adminiſtration 


22 
very warmly attacks the 
King's ſpeech ibid. 
- alludes to one particular 
part in the ſpeech _ 23 


holds out the tnleace of 


power between Great Britain and 


America K - 24 
comments qn the ſecond 
and third paragraph in the ſpeech 


Lord Mayor of London ib. 
ſtates the conduct of France 
and Spain, and the aſſiſtance the 
Americans received from the for- 
mer - | 
ſevere on the concluding 

paragraph of the ſpeech 27 
w—— ——=—— inſiſts upon Lord Sand- 


wich anſwering ſome queſtions put 


to him reſpecting the ſtate of the 
navy in America | 29 
converſation between him 
and Lord Sandwich on that ſubject 


=”. 


Exp of the Seventy Vorvux. 


25 
pays a compliment to the 


26 


4 
E- : 
Wycombe, Lord, (Bar! of Shelburne) 


attacks the friends of the civil liſt 
bill 


83 
conſiders this cio liſt ace 
counts as fallacious and deſective 


aſſerts that Lord Talbot 
| had proved nothing 8 


—— conſiders the whole maſs of 
the people as nnn or corru 
tible 


thinks chat the preſent mi- 
niſter exceeds all his predeceſſors i in 
office 


= ſpeaks | in behalf of — 


88 
ſupports Lord Chatham's 
motion on the American war 121 


— replies to the Abp. of York 


poor 


Vork, Abp. of, defends his Pa. 
* preached before the Society for 
| proſpecting Chriſtian Knowledge 


103 
—— replies to the Duke of Grafton 
with great warmth 0 


—anſwers Lord Shelburne in ae | 
fence of his ſermon 124 


r ——_—_— 


